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INTRODUCTION 

Writing to his fnend Mrs. Hodson, on the 20th Januaiy, 
18S0, Southcy tells her, ^I have engaged to compose a 
volume of Naval History in biographical form for the 
Cabinei Cyclopoedta^ not for love but for lucre, though it 
will be done lovingly when in hand ". The volume grew 
into volumes. In 1838 he had still to write that he was 
** getting through the admirals ^. Next year his strength 
broke down under the strain of incessant writing, and 
what was more fatal still, of reading continually through 
th^ walks which he was, with some difficulty, persuaded to 
take for the good of his health. The admirals remained a 
fragment. The whole work was to have included an in- 
troductory sketch of the Naval History of England down 
to the reign of Elizabeth. From that point, in the words 
of Southey^s Preface, ** it may be best continued in a bio- 
graphical form ; because there are then materials for such 
biography, whereby we are enabled to understand how 
much depended upon the character of individual com* 
manders^. The introduction filled the whole of one 
volume, and overflowed much the greater part of a 
second. The biographies had extended into a fifth volume 
when the fEulure of Southey^s intellect stopped his share of 
the work, at the end of the life of Sir William Monson* 
A life of the first Earl of Sandwich was added by Mr. 
Robert Bell, and then in accordance with the evil fate 
which has ordained that all histories of the Navy above the 
rank of mere compilations shall be partial or fragmentaijf 
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there was an end of the effort of the Cabinet Cydopoedia 
to make ^i^ood a discreditable defiect in English literature. 

Some portion of the blame for this want of oomplete- 
nesB must, eren by those who are least inclined to find 
fault with him, lie allowed to rest on Southey. From a 
passage in a letter written to John May on the 20th 
January, 18S6^ he appears to have had an uneasy con- 
sciousness that he had not so executed his work as to 
leave him the possibility of rounding it £urly off in good 
proportions. 

^'Hie fourth volume,^ he writes, **will contain the lives 
of Esses, Raleigh, Sir William Monson, Blake, and Monk. 
Tlien, not to extend unreasonably a work which was not 
intended by the publisher at first for more than two 
ncdumes, I shall drop the biography and wind up in one 
volume more, with the Naval History from the Revolution 
in continuous narrative. A good pretext for this is, that 
the age of naval enterprise and adventure, and conse- 
quently of personal interest, was past ; and the interest 
henceforth becomes political, events are regarded, not 
with reference to the principal actors, as in Drake^'s time, 
but to their bearings upon the national affairs."" 

The word pretext is used, as was indeed uniformly the 
with Southey''s English, in the most strictly accurate 
The distinction which he draws here is quite 
arbitrary, and must be taken to be a species of confession 
on the part of the writer, that he had allowed his work to 
break far beyond all reasonable bounds, and must make 
an effort to reduce it Even if he had kept to the limits 
which he set himself in this letter, his scheme would have 
been out of all proportion. A Naval History of England in 
which nearly two volumes were given to the period before 
Eliabeth, more than two volumes to the lives of the men 
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of her reign, of whom several were little at sea, and others 
were mainly privateersmen and explorers, while one poor 
▼olume was left for all the great series of naval events 
between 1660 and 1815, would have been egregiously out 
of drawing. But Southey did not even keep to the scheme 
he sketched to Mr. May. His biographies ran beyond 
the fourth volume as far as the middle of the fifth. He 
would assuredly have been at the end of a seventh before he 
was done with Monk ; and not five volumes, but five and 
twenty, if not five and fifty would have been required to com- 
plete the work on the scale on which it had been begun. 
No publisher of any cyclopaedia has the purse or the patience 
for such colossal enterprise, not even **the Long-Man of 
the Row,^ who knew Southey of old and was his friend. 
So the ** British Admirals^ was doomed by the act of the 
author to be cut short. It was easy for Southey to talk 
of giving one volume to the history of the Navy after 1660. 
Such promises pass well in a letter, but it was not in his 
nature to tie himself down to these narrow limits. 

This attempt at a history of the English Navy was de- 
prived of all hope of ever being a complete work by the fact 
that the author had to the full the defect of his qualities. 
Whoever has gone over the authorities on whom Southey 
di-ew, must have noticed the unerring tact with which he 
quoted. It is commonly impossible to find anything which 
he passed over, and which is yet conspicuously worth 
quotation. But this fine quality of seeing, which in his 
case was accompanied by an extraordinary dexteri^ in ex- 
tracting and weaving together, has also its shadow from 
which tiie possessor cannot jump. He who can see what is 
worth quoting is sorely tempted to quote every worthy thing 
he sees. When he is, as Southey was, a man of enormous 
circumambient reading (if the expression may pass) ; when 
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INTRODUCTION 

he hai not 011I7 md but rememben ; when all his know- 
kdlfrhaialwap been noted, marked for referenoe, extracted 
inlo common-place books, docketed and indexed so that 
il lies ready to the ** wet finger "* when wanted, it is odds 
bat he wOi find it hard to keep within bounds. The 
tfrnptstiim to bring out all that bears on the case, or even 
odtj illustrates bj comparison, is not all the writer has to 
ijglit against, though in this, legitimate as it is, there may 
be ricMs. He is ytrj likely to be drawn into speaking of 
only indirectly bearing on his subject, but none the 
p i cturesq u e , or pathetic, or perhaps only quaint and for- 
foltcB, which he has met in his readings and are brought to 
his wmm orj by hb writing. Southey certainly found it hard 
not to be prodigal of hb learning. Old chronicles, old 
poems of Spaniards and Portuguese, Htcs of the 
its, stories of shipwreck, and of savage life which he had 
read, in sober truth, by the thousand, and reading had 
marked for rrferrace, were habitually drawn upon by him. 
It b never mere compilation. It in always an extracting, 
arruiging and fitting together of the pure ore of his matter 
into something which b emphatically Sou they ^s own. 
What would be bookmaking in a mere compiler is in hb 
case the making of literature. But at its best thb pouring 
out of the stores of knowledge b hard to reconcile with 
brerity, and Southey could not be brief. He could tcU 
a story in the minimum of words, but he could not limit 
himself in the number of stories he wished to tell. In hb 
pTflaoe, he gravely promised that ** no more of our general 
bbtory b included than was necesiary for forming a con- 
■scitJ narrative, and for tracing the causes and conse- 
qiacBom of those events which are the proper subject of the 
work **. In hb text he observes hb own excellent rule so 
laxly that he cannot refrain from giving pages to the 



n w^ i 




INTRODUCTION is 

adventures in love and war of the Conde Don Pero Nino, 
which he has to confess ^are matters with which thia 
history has no concern^. But they were picturesque; 
they came from a romantic old Spanish chronicle; they 
supplied vivid little pictures of the life and the men of old ; 
they were little known. Pero Niiio plundered on our coast 
about 1405, and with that excuse to give him countenance 
Southey could do no other than decant the best of the 
chronicle written by the Alferez Gutierre Dies into his 
own pages. 

This inability to turn from the picturesque, which was 
not immediately germaine to the matter, may have stopped 
**The Lives of the British Admirals^ from becoming a 
history of the Navy, but it gives their charm and much of 
their merit to the biographies from which this selection is 
taken. One criticism which has been made on the naval 
portions of Southey^s vast literary work, must be noticed for 
the purpose of estimating it at its real value. It is said that 
he was ignorant of sea affairs, and therefore incapable of 
either understanding them himself, or making them dear 
to others. Now Southey was perfectly well aware of his 
deficiencies in this respect. When he was engaged in ex- 
tending his quarterly article on Clarke and Mc Arthur^s com- 
pilation into the immortal Ltfe qf Ndson^ he wrote to his 
brother. Captain Thomas Southey of the Navy, who had . 
fought at Copenhagen, a letter containing a string of 
questions, and this paragraph : — 

^ I am suclr a sad lubber that I feel half ashamed of 
myself for being persuaded ever even to review the l^ qf 
NeUony much more to write one. Had I not been a 
thorough lubber, I should have remembered half a hundred 
things worthy of remembrance which have all been lost, 
because though I do indeed know the binnacle from the 
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I know littk more; tackle and sheets, and 
laDj and bdajr are alike to roe ; and if you ask me about 
tiie lee-due gametsi I can only tell that they are not the 
mme kind of garnets as are worn in necklaces and bracelets, 
and so line facts haTe been lost because I did not know 
where to store them in the ship, or in my recollection-closet 
wpstain. There is something ridiculous, and something 
like quackery in writing tlius about what I so little under- 
stand. I walk among sea terms as a cat does in a china 
pantry, in bodily fear of doing mischief and betraying 
myself; and yet there will come a good book of it I verily 



Southcy knew wherein he was deficient, and knew also 
togo ibr help to make his deficiencies good. He 
had many nand ofBoen among his acquaintance, and 
applied to them, to his brother, and to his friend Admiral 
Bumey, the author of the Discoveries in the South Seas^ for 
help. Moreover he had wliat wan better than thiti, namely, 
a literary lione»ty which kept him from writing about 
those technical things which lie knew he did not under- 
stand, ami a literary instinct which taught him to extract 
what is of universal interest from amid a maM of techni- 
calities. Human character and the motives of human 
action in what is general to the race, were tlie matters 
posseiing interest to him. No doubt his work would 
have been better still if Im* could Imve added his brother's 
pnifcMsioaal knowledge to his own vast reading and artistic 
(acuity. Then indeed we might have obtained a History 
of the English Navy such as we can hardly hope to have. 
But the combination is yet to seek. Only pedantry (and 
it is quite possible to be pedantic about the bobstay and 
the brsiling of the lee yard-arm) will prefer the merely 
particular and technical to the universal and human. If 
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any one wishes to see how little professional knowledge will 
avail of itself, let him turn from Southey^s Nebon^ or any 
of the lives given here, to Schomberg or Brenton. If he 
wishes to see how poor a guarantee it is for mere 
mechanical accuracy let him read Captain Whitens 
strictures on Admiral Ekins^ account of the fighting in 
the Basse Terre of St. Kitts. He will find one experienced 
naval ofHcer accusing another of grossly misunderstanding 
the meaning of a simple sea term. 

Accuracy in technical matters is no doubt one of the 
virtues of the author of biographies, but at the risk of ap- 
pearing to speak lightly of the expert, it may be affirmed 
to belong distinctly to the minor class. The first duty of 
the biographer is to give a living and credible picture 
of his man. To do this he must possess the general 
knowledge which gives him a fietir understanding of the 
surroundings of that man^s life, and the sanity of judg- 
ment which makes him a safe critic of character or conduct. 
The general knowledge brought by Southey to these 
studies of the Elizabethan seamen has never been equalled 
by any other English writer on the subject. He was 
minutely familiar with the history of tlie Spaniards and 
Portuguese. With tlie colonial and maritime sides he 
was perhaps better acquainted than with any other. He 
had therefore always at command a vast stock of instances 
with which to illustrate the actions of our own adventurers, 
and to complete the picture by showing against what manner 
of men it was they fought. When he has to tell of the cap- 
ture of Portuguese carracks he draws on his learning for tales 
of their disasters in Eastern Seas, in the beginning of the 
voyage which ended witli the attack of the English rovers. 
When his story takes him to the Straits of Magellan he 
seizes the first plausible excuse to recount the dreadful fiite 
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of Sftimiento de Gamboa*8 settlement These digressions 
may be proofii of his tendency, of which he was himself fully 
oooKiousy to ^ allow his steed to expatiate on the fields of 
prolixity,"* but they fill up the picture, and complete its 
general truth. 

The sanity of judgment which Southey brought to 
these studies of the Elizabethan heroes is hardly less rare, 
and is assuredly not less necessary, than his learning. 

Writers on this, the most romantic period in the 
histofy of our adventures at sea, have commonly found it 
diflicult to avoid one of two kinds of excess. Some have 
condemned the generation of Drake and Hawkins as mere 
slavers and pirates. Those have been the smaller number, 
and in our time tliey have fallen silent. There is therefore 
no call to insist upon their error. Of late the tendency has 
been to go into the other extreme, and to maintain, by im- 
plication if not in so many words, that slave-hunting and 
piracy were intrinsically very noble occupations when they 
hod as their con^icquence the doing of a damage to the 
Spaniards or Portuguese. Tliey are excused, or even gloried 
in, as parts of the strife between tlie cliildren of Light 
and the children of Darkness. In a sense perhaps they 
were; but it must be confessed tliat the methods of the 
children of Light, and their motives as they are to be 
gathered from their own wonis, were curiously like those of 
their enemies. Both indeed could appeal to religion as sancti- 
fying their gold-hunting adventures. Cortes and Pizarro 
had the extension of the true faith much in their mouths, 
mnd in some measure in their hearts. Hawkins, sailing from 
the coast of Senegambia with a holdful of kidnapped negroes, 
oo his way to a smuggling venture on the Spanish main. 
supported himself amid the miseries of a tropical calm, by 
remembering that tlie Lord will not suffer His elect to 
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perish. We need not think him a hypocrite, but we shall 
be very credulous if we see more in his religious faith 
tlian a proof of the happy facility with which men can 
persuade themselves that what is agreeable to their in- 
terests or passions is also acceptable to God. There b a 
sentence in Raleigh^s DUcovene of Guiana which throws a 
most instructive light on the motives of the Elizabethan 
adventurer. Sir Walter had been descanting at length on 
the many advantages which £1 Dorado, the gilded king 
of Manoa, would derive from the protection to be afforded 
him by a garrison of English ** younger brothers, and all 
chieftaines, and captains that want employment**. He 
ends with the following significant sentence: **In which 
respects no doubt he will be brought to tribute with great 
gladnesse ; if not, he hath neither shot nor yron weapon in 
all his empire and therefore may easily be conquered^. 
Let me protect you, for a consideration, or I wiU plunder 
you. It may be doubted whether the great **Inga^ of. 
Manoa would have found much to choose between Sir 
Walter Raleigh of the county of Devon, and Don Gonzalo 
de Pizarro of the kingdom of Estremadura. 

Southey never forgot such revelations as this, and his 
picture of the Elizabethans is the better for it. He drew 
them the more like what they unquestionably were, namely, 
such men as the Spanish ** conquistadores,** with the advan- 
tage of belonging to a more many-sided and capable race ; 
as lovers of adventure and lovers of gold, with a business 
and governing faculty, which the Spaniard had possessed 
in an eminent degree^ but was losing rapidly as the six- 
teenth century drew to its dose. The picture agrees better 
with the evidence than that figure of the Phitestant hero 
or humane knight-errant which has been made to do duty 
for that slave-hunter and intrepid liar, Hawkins, or the 
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•df-aeeking intriguer who was Raleigh. Yet Southey 
knew that a man may be a slave-hunter, may be greedy 
fbr gold, may intrigue, and still be brave, be patriotic, be 
loyal to his comrades, magnanimous at times, and ready to 
risk life and fortune for a cause. There are some who 
cannot be taught by any evidence that this combination of 
apparently incompatible qualities is not only possible but 
¥cry human. It is too what supplies the humour of life. 

Some few words may be said on the style of these lives. 
Southey himself denied that he had any style. ** As for 
composition,"* he wrote to his son-in-law Warter, ** it has 
no difficulties for one who will *read, mark, learn and 
inwaidly digest^ the materials upon which he is to work. 
I do not mean to say that it is easy to write well, but of 
this I am sure, that most men would write better if they 
did not take half the pains they do. For myself, I con- 
sider it no compliment when any one praises the simplicity 
of my prose writings; they are written, indeed, without 
any other immediate object than that of expressing what 
is to be said in the readiest, and most perspicuous manner. 
But in the transcript (if I make one) and always in the 
proof sheet, every sentence is then weighed upon the ear, 
euphony becomes a second object, and ambiguities are 
removed. But of what is now called style not a thought 
enters my head at any time.^ 

By what **is now called style," it is to be presumed 
that Mr. Warter was understood by his father-in-law to 
mean mannerism. Southey could with complete truth 
protest that no wish to write differently from the accepted 
standard of English had at any time entered his head. To 
write ** English such as every one from Chaucer to Sir 
Tliomas More, and from More to Cowper, could under- 
stand^"* to write it with perspicuity as a first ** and with 
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euphony as a second ** object was his aim. But to succeed 
in doing so much was to attain to a style, and not only 
so, but it was to write in the only way which it is safe 
to take as a model. Those whose style is individual are 
some of them among the greatest of men of lett^v ; but 
though they may be delightful to read, and great to inspire, 
it is fatal to follow them. Now when, as at some other 
times, what is called style b too often only a deliberate 
attempt to be peculiar, the prose of Southey cannot be too 
carefully read. It will show those who may be in danger 
of being misled by the popularity of certain models that 
it is possible to be perspicuous without being pedestrian, 
to consider euphony and yet not to be precious, to be 
manly and yet not violent. They may be sure, at least, 
that in foUowing his path they will be in no danger of 
falling into absurdity. 

The lives contained in this volume have been chosen for 
reasons which perhaps ought to be given. No excuse 
need be assigned for reprinting the ** Hawkins and Drake^. 
Hie life of Lord Howard of Effingham contains as full an 
account of the Armada as could be written on the evidence 
accessible to Southey. The Earl of Cumberland was an 
accomplished and adventurous noble, which would of itself 
entitle him to a place among the typical heroes of an 
aristocratic age, but his voyages to the isles also show the 
character of the naval warfare of the time exceptionally 
welL Of Cavendish we cannot say that he was one of the 
greatest in achievement, still less that he was one of the i 
highest in character of the Elizabethans, yet he was the ! 
third captain of any race, the second among Englishmen, who ' 
circumnavigated the globe, and his life has this value, that 
it shows the cruel and greedy side of that aristocratic spirit 
of which Cumberland was the chivalrous representative. 
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A few aotai «• Appended nuenij to point out what 
ranvch hoi added to Soothqr'b knowledge. It is but 
liltti^ and no part m od ifiw in aaj way tbe eitiniates of 
dMineban wlikli aio to be fiNOid in this edection from what 
I wiD wntuio to describe as on the whole the finest 
poitnik fslln/ of the EUadiethan sea henies in the 
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LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 



CHARLES, eldest son of Lord WilliAm Howaid, and 
grandson of Thomas, second Duke of Norfolk, was bom 
in 1536. Margaret, his mother, was daughter of Sir 
Thomas Gamage of Coity, in Glamorganshire. His fiither 
was one of the courtiers who accompanied King Henry to the 
Field of the Goth of Gold, having (it is recoided) in his 
retinue eleven servants and two horsekeepers ; he assisted as 
proxy for his brother, the duke and earl marshal, at the 
coronation of Anne Boleyn ; and, after the conviction of his 
niece. Queen Catherine Howard, was found guilty, with his 
lady, of misprision of treason, for not having revealed what 
they knew of her misconduct, and condemned to perpetual im- 
prisonment, with forfeiture of their goods, and of the profits 
of their lands during life. This sentence was soon remitted, 
in consideration of his services, ''and it may be of his inno- 
cence". He attended on Henry at the siege of Boulogne; 
and, in the ensuing reign, was '' one of the first finvourers and 
furtherers, with his purse and countenance, of" what FuUer 
calls '' the strange and wonderful discoveiy of Russia," being 
one of those who were incorporated as merchant-adventurers 
c J to Moscovy ; and, '' at their own cost and chaiges, provided 
those ships to discover territories unknown, northwards, north- 
eastwards, and north-westwards ". The expedition is memor- 
able both in naval and commercial histoiy: finr the commander^ 
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Hngh Willooghby, afUr''di8<*oVchiiig Greenland, was frozen 
to death, with all his ship's company, in a haren on the coast 
of Lapland ; and the second in command, Richard Chancellor, 
who had fortanately parted company with him, entered the 
river of St Nicholas, travelled to the court of the Czar Ivan 
Basalowits, delivered the king's letters to that sovereign, and 
obtained for the English the privilege of a free trade in any 
part of his dominions, being their first entrance into Russia. 
On the accession of Queen Mary, he was created a peer of the 
realm, by the title of Lord Howard of Effingham, and ap- 
pointed High Admiral of England and Wales, Ireland, Gascony, 
and Aquitaine; the queen, ''in consideration of his fidelity, 
prudence, valour and industry," constituting him " her lieu- 
tenant-general and chief commander of her whole fleet and 
royal army going to sea for the defence of her friends ". In 
the discharge of this office, he kept the seas about three 
months ; and having met with Philip, then Prince of Asturius, 
escorted him to Southampton, and attended his marriage with 
the queen. At the commencement of the following reign, he 
was one of the persons empowered to conclude peace with 
France. 

Under such a father Charles Howard was trained, serving 
under him by land and sea. He was about twenty-two years 
of age at the accession of Elizabeth ; and his " most proper 
person " is said to have been one reason why that queen 
''(who, though she did not value a jewel 6y, valued it the 
more for, a fair case) reflected so much upon him "• * She sent 
him to France, after the death of Henry II., on an embassy 
of condolence and congratulation to the young king. He was 
elected one of the knights for his native county of Surrey, 
in the Parliament of 1562-3 ; and afterwards distinguished 
himself as general of the horse in quelling the rebellion of the 
Earis of Northumberland and Westmoreland. In the ensuing 

• Fuller. 
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year, he commanded ten ships of Her Mnjesty's *' navy loyar* ; 
which, when the Emperor Maximilian's daughter, Anne, 
sailed from Zeeland to marry her uncle, Philip H., were 
ordered to convoy her through the British seas, as a singular 
testimony of the queen's respect for the house of Austria ; 
and on this occasion it is said that he enforced the Spanish 
fleet, *' to stoop gallant, and to veil their bonnets to the Queen 
of England ". It was probably at this time that he received 
the honour of knighthood. Having a second time been elected 
for Surrey, he was installed Knight of the Garter in 1574, and 
made Lord Chamberlain of the Household,— an office which 
had been held by his father, who, dying in 1572-3, had be- 
queathed to him his collar of gold, and all his robes belonging 
to the order of the garter. Upon the death of the Earl of 
Lincoln, he was raised to the office of Lord High Admiral of 
England ; in which capacity he was called upon to perform 
a more serious service with regard to the Spaniards than when 
he required from them in peace a recognition of the queen's 
sovereignty in the English seas. 

Elizabeth, when she succeeded in happy hour to the Eng- 
lish throne, was &r from entertaining any sentiments of ill-will 
toward the King of Spain. *' Whatsoever," saith Fox * the 
mart3nx>logist, " can be recited touching the admirable working 
of God's present hand in defending and delivering any one 
person out of thraldom, never was there, since the memory of 
our fathers, any example to be showed, wherein the Lord's 
mighty power hath more admirably and blessedly showed 
itself, to the glory of His own name, to the comfort of all g^ood 
hearts, and to the public felicity of this whole realm, than in 
the miraculous custody and out-scape of the then Lady Elisa- 
beth, in the strict time of Queen Mary ". To be near the 
throne was almost at perilous in the Flantagenet and Tudor 
families as in the Ottoman house ; and in her case the danger 

*Vol. iii., 791* 
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ttaMOj enhanced by a dtu apprehension, on the part 
of the Boo^ hierarchy, that the reformed religion, which 
they were labouring to extirpate by fire and tword, would be 
re cttabliihed if Elisabeth would succeed to her sister. Some 
of the laity, who in their station forwarded the persecution 
whkh has rendered Queen Mary's reign for ever infamous, 
cntcted fully into this fear ; and if Elisabeth was not brought 
to the seaMd, or made away with in confinement, it was not 
fisr want of wicked eoonsellors, or fitting keepers. One who 
was in authority is said to have declared in his place that 
there would never be ** any quiet commonwealth in England 
unlrsB her head were stricken from the shoulders " ; ^ and " it 
would flsake a pitiful story to recite what examinations and 
ruckings of poor men there were to find out that knife which 
should cut her throat ". To the honour of the Spaniards, in 
that persecuting age, it ought never to be forgotten in this 
co untr y, that their good oAces were effectually interposed in 
her behalf, and that Philip "showed himself in that matter a 
very friend ". Nor will it be regarded by an equitable mind 
as any tropcachroent of his motives, that the part which he 
took on thi^ occasion wms that of sound policy, if policy alone 
had infittcncrd him. Let him have credit for justice in this in- 
i, if not for humanity ! He had some great qualities, and 
good ones ; and his worst actions must be imputed to a 
deluded conscience, acting under a mistaken sense of religious 
duty. 

If Elisabeth had been at that time cut off; Mary Stuart, 

* Foi, Ui. 79«, 797. 79S. The <}iMCfi*t feelinfi towards her titter are 
inily maimi by Ribadcnctra, who had opportanity of knowing them well, 
tsd wIm tmaf hm heliewd when he had no mociire for writing faltely : 
** Utts ■mftr," he taya, tpeakinf of Elitshcth, ** que ella nunca tmro por 
por haatarda y cnemifa t«ya, y de la religion catolica ; y 
»pf« leuiio qee la avia de afrvynar y deetmyr. y a quien por eetaa 
y pfoav6 cackiyr de la ■■c ct taio n del rcyno ** {Hisi. EttL- 
4t it^imttnm, L ii^ c. lis.). 
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then dauphiness, would have become presumptive heiress to 
the crown of England ; and her succession, by uniting Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland to the crown of France, would 
have been, of all possible contingencies, the most injurious to 
the interests of Spain. That contingency became more prob- 
able upon Queen Mary's death; and it seemed as if the 
French Government, in pursuit of its ambitious hopes, was too 
impatient to wait for it, for Henry II. commanded that the 
dauphin and dauphiness should, in all public instruments, 
style themselves by the grace of God King and Queen of 
Scotland, England and Ireland.* The arms of England, 
quartered with those of Scotland, were set forth everywhere 
in their household stuff, and painted upon the walls, and 
wrought into the heralds' coats of arms ; and by his agents at 
Rome, Henry ceased not to importune the Pope that he would 
pronounce Elizabeth a heretic and illegitimate, and Mary of 
Scotland to be the lawful Queen of England. But here both 
Philip and the emperor earnestly, though closely, interfered. 
The question of illegitimacy no longer touched the pride, or 
affected the interests, of their house ; and that of heresy even 
Spain and Austria could be contented to postpone, rather 
than allow the power of France to be aggrandised. Philip, 
therefore, ceased not secretly to oppose the practices of the 
French at the papal court, even when he refused to renew 
the league made of old between the kings of England and 



* Pollini, Istaria BccUs. dtlla Revol, d'lnghilUrrat p. 406. " In very 
deed from this title and arms, which through the pertuaston of the Guises, 
Henry, King of France, had imposed upon the Queen of Scots, being now 
in her tender age, flowed as from a fountain all the calamities wherein 
she was afterwards wrapt. For hereupon Queen Elixabeth bare both 

f enmity to the Guises, and secret grudge against her, which the subtle 

malice of men on both sides cherished, emulation growing betwixt them, 
and new occasions daily arising, in such sort that it could not be extin- 

!/^^ guishedbut by death. For a kingdom brooketh no companion; and 
majesty more heavily taketh injuries to heart ** (Camden, 34). 
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kii fadhthgfiy mad teal iMidi; Ut bn^^palak of the garter, 
wlwMilijf he teemed qsite to lenoanee amity with the Eng- 
HA. SUB tiMvtTCflMined the bond of mutual interett between 
FUip aud EUmbeth, aud not, it mqr he bdiered, without 
of gmtefid lemcmfamnee on one part, and of 
leqped on both. That bond waa broken by the 
of Dmndt II., a few montht after hit moceeding to 
the Ikmne; and no kindljr fedii^gt, in a man of Philip's 

eo^ hmg witiittand that bigotry which was in 
a ptine^le and passion, — a principi^ indeed, to which, 
odveadlU peiiutsion of duly, he would hare made any 
The flnt animosity that he felt was excited by a 
rumr^^T*^ He requested, through his ambassador, 
ttat fenr pertom^ who had withdrown themseWes without 
Keenee inio his dominion^ fer leQgion's sak^ might be 
efietspled ftom the existing laws^ and permitted to remain 
diere.* One of these persons was grsndmolher to the Condesa 
de Feria ; another was an old lady who had been much in 
Queen Maiy's confidence, and used to distribute her private 
alms to those of her own sex ; the other two were men " most 
devoted to the popish religion, and roost dear to the Spaniard". 
A distinction might well have been made between these 
persons, especially in the first instance, where there existed 
to valid a plea. Elisabeth, however, replied, it was without 
example that such a licence of perpetual absence from their 
own country should be granted to women; and though it 
teemed in itself a matter of no moment, yet she thought it a 
thing not to be granted, ''seeing the private benefit to the 

* ** For by tbe ancient laws of England it was provided, under pain of 
eonfitcation of goods and lands, that none but the great noblemen of the 
land and merchants should without the king*s spedaL licence depart the 
rcahn, nor abide in fDreign countries bqrond a time prefixed, and this, 
citlicr fv the r ecov e ry of their health in a hotter cUmate, or ibr the more 
pkatUul adomiiig of their wits ia the anivsrsitics, or dse to learn the 
iiicifflisi of the wars" (Caasden, 46). 
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individuals would not be so great as the hurt to the community, 
'^ when others should take courage by their example ". The 
Conde de Feria * resented this refusal as a private injuiy, 
though made upon public grounds : he caused a servant of 
the English ambassador to be seised by the Inquisition, and 
*' kindled the coals of the displeased king's mind, his wife in 
vain labouring to the contrary ".t 

But though Philip became more and more estranged from 
Elizabeth, that wise queen avoided all occasion for a breach 
with Spain ; and when her ambassador. Sir Thomas Chaloner, 
who when employed in Germany found nothing but courtesy 
there, requested to be recalled, because his coffers had been 
searched, she admonished him, that an ambassador must take 
all things in good part, so as his prince's honour were not 
directly violated. Early, however, in her reign, '' finding the 
L j realm greatly unfurnished of armour, munitions, and powder," 

she began to provide against war, that she ** might the more 
quietly enjoy peace ". Arms and weapons were purchased for 
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i^l her at Antwerp, but the Spaniards refused to allow the ex- 

portation, in policy, not with any hostile disposition at that 

f .^ time. They were procured, therefore, from Germany, at great 

cost, but so largely that the land was said never to have been 

* No doubt he felt that he had rendered himself personally obnoxious to 
Elizabeth, for refusing, though residing in London as Philip's representa- 
tive, to be present at her coronation ; which refusal, Ribadeneira says, he 
(: I made " como cavaltero catolico y valeroso **. For he inquired : " Si se avian 

de guardar en la coronacion todas las ceremonias de los otrot re]fes 
Chrittianos conforme al uso de nuestra santa madre ygletia Romans, y 
como tupiesse que avia de aver alguna alteracion, nunca se pudo acabar 
con ei que assistiesse a la solennedad, ni ettuviesie en la yglesia, ni en 
publico, ni encubierto, ni con los otros grandes del reyno, ni aparte en 
un tablado que le quisieron baser, por no autorisar con su presencia aqud 
auto impio, y dar exemplo del recato y drcunspecion que en semejantca 
cosas, por pequeiias que parexcan, deven tener los catoltcos para no 
contaminane " (L iL Ci xjcii.). i 

t Camden, 46. 
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»«qplf •lond«t«qrfttBM9r tine with ''all kbidi of eoii- 

uodw9Kpom*\ ^VcTf nmnj pieoei of great 
of bnMandiiiNidieeatt; and God," laTs Camden, 
*ai if Ho fc f oyi e d wluA A» q n d e tt ook» d ii e o foie d a most 
Mk vein of pino and native hnm, wiikii had heen long time 

Keairidi,^ in Coaberiand, wliidi abondantlj 
toft timt nae^and aAtdodbnM to other eoontries also. 
The ststt^ alss^ calif d ft|iii imhmimim, whidi is most necessary 
ftr tibo bnss wm^ was now, by Ood^i tnoar, tnt found in 
Fi^giand, and timt in abondanee. And di^ aiso^ was the 
int timt foei e d gnnp o wd er to be made in England, that 
she m%|il not botii pnqr ^^id paj for it too to her neighboois. 
The noMfiBn, too^ and rommnn people with no less cheerful 
dIHgenetij provided them arms evetywhere ; so as in noble- 
meal's booses most eomplete annonries were furnished. 
If—lsn and views of arms were often kept, and the jrouth 
trainedtothesdenceof war, and audacity of skinnishing. In 
those days, also, the queen restrained, by a strict proclamation, 
the ooretoosness of merchants, which supplied munition for 
war to the Emperor of Russia against the Polonians, and also 
to the enemies of Christendom." t For the better maintenance 
and increase of the navy, the free exportation of herrings and 
all other sea fish, in English bottoms, was allowed for four 
yean^ and so further during pleasure: a partial exemption 
from impressment was granted to all fishermen ; and for their 
eneoungement and ''the repairing of port towns and naviga- 
tion,** Wednesdays, as well as Saturdays, were ordered to be 

* Id Us BfikumU Csmden lays that ** this place was formerly noted 
for adoci, as appears by a certain clutfter of Edward rv.**. And Philemon 
HaOaad adds that the miners "have here their tmelting-hoose hy 
DcTPsat side, wliich with hit forcible stream and their ingenious inven- 
lioos servetfa then fai notable stead for easy bellowi-worfct, hammer- 
woflB, forge-works, sad laving of boards, not without admiration of those 
that behold it **. Thass works, howsvsr, were on the side of the Greta, 

tCaBidsB,5flL Holinsbsd, sot. 
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LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 9 

observed as fish-days, under penalty of a heavy fine ; and this, 
it was stated, " was meant politicly, not for any superstition, 
to be maintained in the choice of meats ".* Her navy was^ 
ere long, so well appointed, that she had no need (like her 
fiither and predecessors) to hire ships from Hamburgh, Lubeck, 
Dantsic, Genoa, and Venice. "Foreigners named her the 
restorer of the glory of shipping, and the queen of the North 
Sea." For the protection of the fleet she built Upnore Castle ; 
and she increased tlie sailors' pay. " The wealthier inhabitants 
of the sea coast," says Camden, ** in imitation of their princess, 
built ships of war, striving who should exceed ; insomuch that 
the queen's navy, joined with her subjects' shipping, was, in 
short time, so puissant, that it was able to bring forth 80,000 
fighting men for sea service." t 

The world in those days offered occupation enough to 
restless spirits. At one time many of the young English 
gentry "who, according to their innate courage, thought 
themselves bom to arms, not to idleness," repaired to Hungary, 
as volunteers against the Turks. A few years later they 
began to flock into the Low Countries, taking different sides, 
some for principle, others preferring that service in which 
best entertainment was to be found ; the fiu* greater number, 
however, engaged in the Protestant cause, the strong feeling 
that had been excited by the Marian persecution in their own 
country being roused by the cruelty of the Spanish Govern- 
ment under Alva, — a great but merciless man, who in his last 
illness accounted those actions which have entailed an ever- 
lasting reproach on his name among his good works 1 He had 
used his influence in Spain to restrain % the violence with 
which the English in that country were persecuted on the 
•core of their religion, — either because that persecution was 
urged by a rival statesman, or because he deemed it politic at 
that time to keep up a friendly understanding with Fjigland, 

* JBImt., c v. t Camden, 56. { /M^ 61. 
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Iqrtte ilicagthoftiMit notetlaiit crate, fiir the 
of which he wm eicfftiiig all the enagiet of his 
mad ohJ wte hecrt No direct or open offenee 
hei at yol hecB oCwed by either pertj, vdieii come F^reneh 
MM tte Mace of GondM had ei|iii|iped, hot who 
Oe aeas at ptaate% fcO tai with five Spaniah TCMcla 
whkh with dIAcalty oeaped, aooM gettii^ into Fahnouth, 
the olhan hilo Fljaoath and the Sonthampton River. 
The FbMch abo pal Inio an Eogllih port, waitiiv to renew 
the pHBril. whenever Oe Sponfattda ahonld depart ftom their 



Ihe Spantah aahaiMilBr, betag lyprlMd ofthK applied to 

ftr Oe paywnl of the Uof *a troopa in the Low Coontriei, 
and rtq n citt d that the would protect it in her harboun, and 
fnnt it a mIc convoy to Antwerp ; or, If adviiablc, let it be 
earHcd through the coontiy to a port where it might be safely 
re-embarfced. Thit the qneen granted, and promised security 
both by tea and land. Even in liarbour the freebooters would 
have laitcred one of these ships, if they had not been beaten 
off by the English: and after this danger, the money was 
landed. No sooner had this been done than the Spanish 
lesidgnt began to fear that it was trusted to dangerous hands, 
and he imparted his saspicions to Alva. Meantime Cardinal 
rhastillon, who waa thai in England, assured the queen that 
the money was not in feet the King of Spain*< but belonged 
lo certain Genoese, fiom whom Alva intended to take it as a 
^alnat their will The matter was then Uid beibre the 
and it wm debated whether this money, which was 
to be e mp loye d fer the destruction of the ProtestanU in the 
Low Conntfissp sbonld not be borrowed by the queen, security 
befaig given; a pmctiee then vsnal among princes^ and to 
which Philip himirif had soasetfanes resorted; and apon 
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this the queen resolved, though most of her advisers were 
of a different opinion, and feared to exasperate a powei^ 
ful king who was already sufficiently incensed against the 
English. This resolution was communicated to the Spanish 
ambassador, with a solemn engagement to restore the money, 
if it should prove to belong not to the merchants but to the 
King of Spain. Alva, on the very day that this communica- 
\ J tion was made to the resident, upon the lirst suspicion seised 

the goods of all the English in the Netherlands, and arrested 
the owners. He thought to intimidate a Government, the 
strength of which had not been tried, and the foundations of 
which he was then working to undermine. But the couragecnis 
queen immediately made reprisals upon the ships and property 
belonging to the Netherlanders.* 

Ships were now sent out to cruise against the English, myt 
only from the Netherlands, but from the ports of Spain, where 
f .| the English merchants and mariners were arrested by the 

Inquisition, and condemned to the galleys, and their goods 
1'^ confiscated. When this was known in England, privateers 

were fitted out with the utmost activity ; but they acted with 
^ such indiscriminating ra|)acity, that it became necessary to 

r^ issue proclamations forbidding all men from purchasing any 

I ^ merchandise from sea rovers. Meantime Alva was prosecut- 
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ing what he hoped would prove a far more effectual plan of 
operations against Elizabetli, and in her person against the 
Protestant religion, whereof she was the chief earthly support. 
The hostile disposition of Philip towards England was such, 
that he had reprimanded Uiis minister not long before for 
having written as if he were well inclined towards what the king 

* Camden, xao. Pieter Dor, Oortprongk, etc., dif NitkiwUmduki 

I .■ Oorlo^m,!., 27a. ! 

I '\ The p r opert y embargoed here it said to have fan exceeded in value 

what was seised in the Netherlands, though Pieter Bor states the yearly 

value of oar exports to those covntries at more than xs,ooo,ooocfOwna 

ofgold(l, 69). 



l^mm 



I 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 

1 that " lint and undone kin^^om " ; * for the Inqnisitioii 
low obtaiiM^d u much iaftuence over the councils of that 
, prudent «* he was deemed, as over hia conscience. 
The ]Mngaagc of the Pope vras, that for the diseases which 
Ifcai iActed antataadom Aofj euttaflM were nqnlred ; that 
mmw^ ■OMben HMt ba cut off; that nothiag wu nune 
«nMl tbn (• Aow mer^ to tite heietiea; Uwt all who fell 
IMvtbekandBof the tfae aemato ot the Chordtl ought im- 
aedMclf to be pat to death, aid that no king who aaffered 
ktaitf to beotnatodto their ftvoar coold tatlify hit R»- 
dBnNr.t Thqr aeted theaMdraa In the >pMt of theae 
■aAort a t k M. Ptoa V. laid a plot far reatorlng the RoiiiUh 
h1%Im to b^and hj ttUag att EUsafaeth,} and nWng the 
Q h m af Seola to tiie thnae. Her ^enta In thb eonntiy 
•aadMtad It wfth great dertw ity , ao as to engage in It aome 
«lw wtn to SUMbeth'a eo«adl, and la bar bronr aa well aa 
eaiMiiipe, bat wbo were now aetaated bj ambition, or by 
«n«7 and hat<«d of their rivaU, or by a dreadful pemuaion of 
du^ to the Papal Church ; and all thing* aeemcd ripe when 
the dicpate eonceming the money which the English Govern- 
ment had retained afforded Pius a &vauiable opportunity g for 
eng^ing Philip in the eotaptnej. Philip lent an obedient 
car. Alva wa« ordered to hold SOOO harquebuasien in readi- 
aeM for emharkati<Mi ; the Marquis Vitelli was tent to London 
■nder the pretext of an embaiay, but with the intent that he 
■bonld take the command of tboae troopa aa soon as they 
Aonld have landed near LixidaD, where an nndentanding 

* Tamtr's SlisaMA, 454, a, 1. 

ftH4^ 4S1, 480, Q. 41 i 4S1, a. stt> 

{V Uni qglJci «■ pute Ipal Sco t o ou n TC(in> — opem fare, camqua 
onwino Ubcran ; «■ alurl vwo hp«u) In Anglii religionara renorare 
ca^bat, dmal at Ulan) malonim onininin lontinam, ten, nt appelUbM 
ifaa, iagUonm Nrvam dt rm^ UJcti, d Binn ponet ad MinitHeni 
ta*acari-(0aballM,F>tal>.Pu.7. ^(ia55.,t. Mat., 1. 1^ p. fljt). 
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had been established with tlie Tower, at the palace^ and among 
the queen's guards.* 

These arrangements having been made, the Pope fuhninated 
that memorable bull, wherein, as one whom the Lord had 
made prince over all people and all kingdoms, to pluck up, 
destroy, scatter, consume, plant, and build, he passed sentence 
of excommunication against Elisabeth, as being a heretic, and 
a &vourer of heretics ; pronounced that she was cut off from 
the unity of the body of Christ, and deprived of her pretended 
title to the kingdom ; absolved her subjects from the oath of 
allegiance, and all manner of duty towards her, and included 
all who should obey her in the same sentence of aiuithema. 
It WAS thought imprudent to let this bull appear in Spain or 
France before it had been published in England, lest it should 
provoke the queen f to take more active measures against the 
Spaniards, and to appear decidedly in support of the French 
Protestants. Its first appearance, therefore, was in London, 
where Felton nailed it upon the Bishop of London's palace 
gate. But an earlier insurrection in the north had broken 
the strength and abated the hopes of the more eager Papists ; 
and secret information of the conspiracy was given to the 
English ministers by the French Govemment,{ which, though 
possessed with the most deadly hatred against the Protestant 
cause, dreaded the union of England and Scotland under one 
sovereign, and the subjugation of this countiy to the influence. 



• Turner, 505, 509. 
t Acta Sanciarum, 658. Pollini, 458. 

I Turner, 509. This most diligent historian, whose industry and in* 

tegrity, and perfect £atmess, entitle him alwa3rs to be trusted, has shown 

that this information was given by Catherine de Medids, vpon the 

f'% Cardinal of Lorraine's advice. 

v^ **. . . divino judicio permissum est (Oabutius says) vt de remm seria tocA 

ad Elisabetham referretur i nonnnllis, Gallis regno politioi magis quam 
pii oonsulentibtts, statusque Jure (quod Pius diabdicom jus appellare 
solebat) atque vanA saspictone implidtis, ne scilicet AngUA lecepA* OaOia- 
mm regno potirentiir Hispani ** {AeU SS,t 658). 
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€rp0Mibl|f^tottepomrofS|»iik Thnsdid nwiic^at this 
crflfeil tifli^ inlei]Mie in frfour of Blinbeth against the 
Bfudnda, wfoa flMllvw pnekAj siiiifl«r to those hj which 
Spain had befm hooB led to faiterfeie tat her against the 
limidi; and ttocooqpiiaqr was ftwtnledft though its extent 
was not diae of ei e d p nor the BMgniUide of the danger as jet 
fidtjr Mdmlood. 

But tfioi^ Oo tfoasonhad fidled, and the Duke of Norfolk, 
iriw was to have becntiie Gatholk hudwrnd of a second Queen 
Mmj, aufbed deaths the des^n was still pursued by the 
SpanlBida and die Pope : the latter spared noBoneyfor this 

tfMl^ were il nccessaiy^ lot audi an oljject he would expend 
tto iriMde revenues of tiie i^iwslolie seet» and sell the chalices 
and tto erssse^ and even tiie veiy ▼estments.) That the 
Uaw MJIglil nKMo anrdjrbe strnch, the semblance of peace, if not 
of aadtf, was stfll maintained ; not with sincerity, indeed, on 



*** Verentet ntminim ne Anglia in Hiipanoram caderet potestatem.** 

t FoUini imputes the delay to Alva*t fear of bringing about a league 
b et we en France and England in aid of the Protestants in the Netherlands; 
aod afterwards to his desire that his son D. Fadrique should command 
the expedition instead of Vitelli. The first fear he ascribes to the sugges- 
tion of the devil, and insinuates (falsely beyond all doubt) that, owing to 
hbtetentment at being disappointed in his views for his son, Elisabeth 
was made acquainted with the plot ; whereby ** hebbe finalmente quello 
die desiderava il diavolo ** (471, 472). 

Philip is asserted to have said to the legate : '* Nullam unquam hoc ipso 
iFd pfedarios vel sanctius compoeitum stratagema fuisse; neque vero 
■uijorem voquam visam esse conjuratomm sive concordiam, sive con- 
ttanfiam ; liquidem per tot dies nihil unquam ab ipsis temere enuntiatum 
crat, magnaque rea bene gereoda atque opportuna sese offerebat occasio. 
8ed cnim taauDOS ilk mondi Opifex, cnjus nutu omnia gubemantur, 
m oMirtaliwa peccatia id emerentibos, seu ut ex Anglii vigente perae- 
plaras interim Christi martyfes* uti deinccpt ftctnm eat, in 
volaiant, aoa slioqai pica conataa irritoa case permiaait ** {4€im 
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Elisabeth's part ; but on the part of Philip perfidiously. She did 
not restrain her subjects from those maritime adventures which 
nourished her naval strength ; and he, in conformity to what was 
then the avowed doctrine of the Romish Church, acted upon the 
principle that all means were justifiable whereby the interests 
of that Church could be promoted. The Spanish ambassador 
complained that the rebellious Netherlanders were supplied 
with warlike stores from England, and harboured in the Eng- 
lish ports ; and, in consequence of his complaint, she ordered 
their ships of war to be detained, and those persons who were 
suspected of being implicated in the disturbances to leave the 
land. The most important events in public affairs, as well as 
in private life, often arise from circumstances which, when 
they occur, appear of little moment The ships which the 
Prince of Orange had commissioned, though they were expressly 
enjoined not to injure any but their enemies, had brought a 
scandal upon his cause * by their piracies : insomuch that he 
had displaced the admiral and appointed the Lord of Lumey, 
William Graave van der Marck, in his stead. That officer, 
acting either from timely apprehension, or upon secret intima- 
tion, collected his ships, twenty-four in number, and sailed 
from England, entered the Maas, and by a sudden assault got 
possession of the Briel. This was the first town in Holland 
which was delivered from the Spaniards, and with this enter- 
prise, the naval power of the United Provinces commenced. 
The Water-Geusen, as the Prince of Orange's sailors were 
called, had before this time deserved no better appellation ; 
they were mere pirates, and by their ill name had done more 
injury to him, than by their ill deeds to his enemies. But 
after this adventure, which had been undertaken by the ez- 
! i; I hortation of abetter man than Lumey,t one success followed 



* Pieter Bor, 389, 333. 

t He was a mere freebooter, and moet of bii company little -better : 
" Animt fieros, idque illi annm pro virtute erat,** says Orotivt ; " et comi- 
tom pleriiqtie contilimn, ant animns, non nim in pradam ** (Anm^ L ii.« 

hi P-35)- 
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■wdbcff. Thij obCaiiied porl% entered earoeilljr into tlie 
mtkNuJ fijOT^^ snd ac ouii ed duunMster m tiier ffsUiend 
aliengtli.* Within Ibarmonthf after tiie capture of tibe Brid, 
tiiey were joined hj so niaiqr>a d ve nt i ir ei % iRrendi and Eaf- 

Hih, that a fleet of 150 Mil t wai eoUeeted at Flushing, and bgr 
diif fleet the projeet of an intended invasion of England was 
defeated. 1 at a **««• when no anordiension of anT sodi 
danger was entertained there. For the Dnone del Medina 
Ceii,eoniing to so e ce ed Aha in the O ov e n u nent» and bringing 
with hfan reinferoenents and orders to pot in exeention the 
des%nof if ftt^ »> g tiio Thames and su ipr is ing Lwidon^ ap- 
prsadied die eoast of Flander% sup posi ng it to be stfll in 
possession of the Spaniards^ and tiiat thqrwere masters as well 
of tho sea as of tiie riiores. Bnt tiie Admhal of Zeeknd, 
Bondew^ Bwontaoon, having intdligenee of Us approadi, 
met and attadced him, and captured the fer greater part of 
his richly laden fleet, the duque himself hardly escaping in a 
small Tcssel into Sluy8.§ Dii^irited at the unexpected aspect 
of affairs on his arrival, he solicited and obtained his recall ; 
and Alva seeing that the scheme of foreign invasion, as well 
as of domestic treason, had been frustrated, deemed it advisable 
to dissemble still further with England, and renewed the com- 
mercid intercourse which had then for four years been 
suspended. By mutud agreement it was opened for two 
years, and among the artides was a dause, that ^ if this mutud 
good understanding and dose amity should happen for a time 
to be disturbed, yet should it in no wise be construed to be 
Inoken and dissdved. But if the matter could not be com- 

* Teg tm wow^igt SUmi in Vn, N^tkifUmdin, voL v., pp. 130>536. 
Pictaf Bof, 505« — — 

t Stiada, D«c i., L vii^ p. 393. 

{ CasMMBf 191* 

I Plslcr Bor, 393. TVir9$igk in. Ckrm^ mm di NHhirUmdtn^ p. 
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pounded by commissioners, within the time prescribed, the 
intercourse was to cease at the end of the two years." * 

The good faith and honour of the reabn was upon this 
occasion well maintained. Elisabeth made a full agreement 
with the Genoese merchants, concerning the money which 
was the first declared cause of difference : she indemnified 
the English merchants for their losses in the Netherlands^ out 
of the produce of the Netherlanders' goods which had been 
embargoed here; and the residue was restored to Alra, 
who made no such restitution to his subjects out of the 
English property that he had detained.t It had never been 
Elizabeth's wish that the Netherlands should throw off* their 
allegiance to Philip. Not contemplating the possibility, which, 
at that time, was not contemplated by themselves, that they 
could ever maintain themselves as an independent State, she 
knew that, as it regarded England, it was better they should 
be annexed to Spain than to France ; and there was no other 
apparent alternative. Nor, if their independence had seemed 
feasible, could she, a sovereign princess, have desired that 
what she could not but deem a dangerous precedent should 
be established. As a Protestant, she sympathised with their 
! sufferings for religion's sake ; as the queen of a free people, 

whose rights and privileges she respected as she ought, she 
j acknowledged that they complained justly of the breach of 

their fundamental laws. But, on the other hand, Elisabeth 
I felt that the cause of the Reformation had been disgraced and 

i injured by the excesses the Netherlanders had committed 

I under its name, by spoliation and havoc, and by cruelties 

which afforded the persecutors a recriminating plea, and 
which were not to be excused for having been exercised in 
:^ retaliation. Moreover, she was sensible that, in such com- 
motions, the foundations of civil society are loosened and 
endangered. These equitable .yiews were &irly stated, both 

* Camden, xgi. f/M. 
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to tiie SpMririi Gafemment and to tiie Stales. When Re- 
qucmiM tenl tm i^eBt into Ri^ybaicl to obtain lier permisBion 
ftr en§ii0og MjpB and aeamen tiieNSyto aet against the 
HoOanden. and ZeeJandegy she lefused, and pirohibited 
1f»g»*T*' seamen ftons sening under fweign powers, and all 
asen ftoni selling oat sUps of war without her licence : ''her 
sh^M and saitor^" she said, ''shoald not he hasarded in 
flMe%n qoaneb "• Hie i^^t then requested that she would 
Mi be di^leased if those English whom he called ezfles^bnt 
wham she leimedrdieH served at sea against the Hollanders; 
bnt that she wodd allow them free aoeem to any of her ports. 
Her answer was^ ^that she could in no wise allow them to 
aerve under the Spaniards; and that to giro the use of her 
potts to rdbds and sworn enemies would be nothing short of 
■sadness". One odier request die agent made, that the Low 
Countij endgrsnts might be expelled from her dominions. 
To this she replied, '' that her consenting to a like request, 
three yean before, had proved most prejudicial to the Spanish 
affairs; for from thence that maritime power had arisen, 
against which the Spaniards now found it so difficult to con- 
tend". In proof that she had neither forgotten nor disre- 
garded the ancient league with the house of Burgundy, she 
forbade the NcthcrlanderB* ships of war, which were then in 
herhaTcns, from leaving them; and would, by public pro- 
clamation, give orders that none who were in arms against 
the Spaniards should be admitted into them, specifying by 
name the Prince of Orange, and some fifty of the most con- 
spiciioas persons of his party ; but she would not expel the 
fugitives who had taken shelter upon her shores, . . . ''poor, 
simple peo|de, who had forsaken their country and their 
inheritance for peace; and whom it were inhuman, and 
against the laws of hospitality, to deliver into the hands of 
their enemies*'.* 
On the other hand, she endeavoured to dissuade the Prince 

*CaBMlen, so^ 
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of Orange from inviting France to protect the States ; and 
when she was entreated by Holland and Zeeland to take them 
into her own possession, or at least under her protection, as 
the person to whom, in defeasance of the Spanish line, the 
right of inheritance reverted (that line deriving it from a sister 
of PhUippa of Hainault, Edward III/s queen), she answered, 
that she esteemed nothing more glorious than to act with 
fiuth and honour as beseemeth a prince : in this case, she 
could not be satisfied that she could, consistently with 
honour and conscience, take those provinces under her 
protection, much less into her possession ; but that she would 
earnestly endeavour to procure for them a happy peace. 
When Requesens died, and there were movements which 
indicated a disposition in the other States to recover their 
ancient liberties, she exhorted them to bend their minds to 
peace, desiring nothing so much as the restoration of order in 
their provinces, and good government This, indeed, her 
subjects had great reason to desire ; for while many of those 
unquiet spirits, who followed war as a trade, engaged on either 
side, the English merchants, seeking their own gain by less 
exceptionable means, were plundered by both. They who 
were resident in Antwerp, when that city was sacked by the 
mutinous Spaniards, were not only spoiled of their goods, but 
compelled to pay a large ransom for their lives. And the 
Dutch and Zeeland ships of war, with the connivance, if not 
the sanction of the States, detained English ships upon the 
plea that they imported provisions to their enemies the 
Dimkirkers, and that the trade from Flanders to Spain was 
now carried on in English bottoms, and boarded them ''smally 
to the profit of those to whom the ships and goods apper- 
{ tained," even when they were not boldly seized and carried 

away as prizes. A breach had nearly been made between the 
States and England, when the States blockaded the Scheldt, 
and prohibited the English from trading by that river with 
Antwerp : the merchants, finding themselves thus damnified. 
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•■■fidnd t0 Oafa- vwB GonmnMnt, wprlwli took plcec^ 
ad dM A^wta m not M^Bstad tDl lAor much mntul 
l^taf Md m-wIlL Th t ma gtmnA mm &dUuted by 
fcadi^g taar tmibIi wkr tbe eomptraDer of the qvecs'i 
A^miUMk Habtock«,to Koar tlie imrawKu from the 
Itett Foidmd to Fobwirth. In that taunt, he reesptiired 
flfliiiii Miiihiiiliiiiiiiif wlij iwllmw Iniih liiinlj ahipauid 
b«qM% -Va^A.ri'eaA, Md Flei^i^bataUpirate^ Mid 
liftAlmofirar'*; aad famogfat home WW men primien Ibr 
fkatj, MMw tfilr^ of whom wan cond wan ed to desth.* 

SMh mi Oh dmin of EUaiteth thrt the Low Coontriet 
tkotid MKMta nMtd lo Spaiii, mdMr tfau be mnnexed to 
Vnaae, that when Dm John of Amtrik anived ai gorenur, 
Ae flihrad Ub her awlitaHCB in eaae the Statei should call 
U) Hm nmdk At ibm aame time when, iqioa the hnpor- 
tMate entnaUetof die Staler die aaaMed dtem wHli tO/MOi, 
It waa vpon eimditiaa that thfj ihottld neither change thdr 
religioa nor their prince, nor recefre the French into the 
Netherlandi, nor refiiae a peace if Don John would con- 
deacend to reaionable condition* ; and that, if such a peace 
were obtained, thia money should go toward the payment of 
the Spaniah iddien^ who were then in a atate of mutiny 
becanae of their airean.f But it waa with no amicable 
intentiaat towaidi the Queen of England that Don John took 
apoo himaelf the command In the Netherlands. He had been 
bted up in ignorance that Chariet V. waa hia &ther, but in 
a manner which qualified him fiir any rank to which he might 
be advanced ; and Philip, after acknowledging him aa tun 
brother, though illegitimate, bad placed him In circumatancea 
the moat &Tourable to an ambitloua mind, by appointing him to 
the emnmand of that fleet with which he achieved at Lepanto 
a anal Tictarjr more important and more bmoua tiian any 

i 3*1-1*3. )>»-33*- Canid«a,ai4. 
B, am, 115. 
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preceding one in modem history. Having Uken possession 
of Tunis, he conceived the hope of becoming the founder of a 
Christian kingdom, which might one day vie in power and 
prosperity with ancient Carthage :* and when Philip refused 
his consent to a project the difficulties of which were well 
understood by Spanish statesmen, Don John, with the appro- 
bation of the Pope, fixed upon England as the seat of the 
kingdom to which he imagined himself bom. A marriage 
witli the Queen of Scots was to provide him with a claim to 
it, and passession was to be taken by force of arms. The 
English emigrants encouraged him in this design ; and he re- 
presented to Philip that England might be conquered more 
easily than Zeeland, and urged him to grant him some port in 
the north of Spain from whence he might invade it with a 
fleet Meantime he had privately communicated with the 
Guises ; and this part of his negotiation was discovered and 
made known to Elizabeth by the Prince of Orange, as also 
that the intention was to occupy the Isle of Man, and that the 
aid of Mary's partisans in the soutli of Scotland was counted 
on, and assistance from Ireland, and an insurrection of the 
Papists in the northern counties and in North Wales. When 
the truth of this information had been ascertained, Elisabeth 
entered into a league with the States, f 

That league she notified by an ambassador to the King of 
Spain, praying him and the govemors of the Netherlands to 
call to mind how often and how eamestly, and in how friendly 
an intent, she had long forewarned them of the evils impend- 
ing over those countries ; how carefully she had endeavoured 
to keep them within their duty to the king ; how she had 
refused to take possession of the rich provinces which had 
been offered to her, and refused also to protect them ; and 
how she had supplied them largely with money, when all 

* Memorial d$ Ant, Pirtu^ 198. 
t Camden, aao. 
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tkhip wcfc hi • moat dd penrte and deplonUe itate, that 
Oef iri|^ not, far want tbenoT, be neeeMltatcd to call in 
Motter pwwr, and break the dcajgn of peace which had lately 
- been aet on toot ; wbetiier these thiiiga were nnbeaeeining a 
CtfMlad qaeen, who aActed peace, and waa most de^niiu to 
desRTe wcH of bcr conledenrte the ^Mniaid, let the Spaniard 
!■ " and aO ChrMlan prinecs Judge I And now that the 
wan aright cease, and tbe Netberianden agafai be at hit 
dasetlci^ Ae advised bim to reeefve his afiicted people into 
famtt gnee and fafotf, to restore their privQegci, to ohaerre 
tfw w ndl tfawt of tbe last agreement Mid to i^ipoint them 
anotfi er gorcmor ol his own family ; far no peace could be 
Bsncladsd or obs et red mless Don John of Anttria were 
l e mw e J, whom the States distntsted and hated, and whom 
die eeriabdy knew, by his secret practlcos with the Queen of 
Scots, to be her roost mortal enemy. Insomuch that she could 
expect nothing from tbe Netherlands but assured danger, so 
kng as he was governor there. It was because she knew 
what great forces Don John had raised, and how many 
auxiliary companies of French were ready to join him, that 
she, to preserve the Netherlands and Spain, snd svert the 
danger from England, had now engaged to assist the States, 
th^ having promised on their part that they would continue 
In the king's obedience, and alter nothing in religion. If, 
bowever, the king would not listen to these representations, 
but was resolved to abragate their rights aitd [nivileges, and 
reduce those misersble provinces into slaveiy, as if he hsd 
obtained possession of them by right of war, Ae in that case 
would not neglect to defend her neighbours, sitd provide for 
her own security.* 

This was no palatable language to I%ilip ; but tliat deep 
dImemUer, feeling Ita force, and conscious of its truth, brooked 
Uf and with *'-'"'■*—' good-will besou^t her to coatinBe her 
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endeavours for bringing about a peace, and not hastily to 
credit false reports, nor believe that he attempted anything 
unbecoming a prince in amity with her. How far he fiivoured 
the designs of Don John as conformable to his own Catholic 
views, or discouraged them as tending more to the advantage 
of France than Spain, is uncertain.* But after the death of 

* Strada says that when the Pope proposed a marrias^e betyfeen Don 
John and the Queen of Scots, ** Cum dotali Angliae regno, ad cujus aggres- 
tionem honestior inde titulus armis Austriacit adderetur ** ; Philip did not 
refuse his consent: "Nequerex abnuebat, imm6 licet expeditioncm 
magis quam ducem probaret/* are his cautious words (L viii., p. 445). 

There is a mystery about the fate of Don John. *' Nam super natalium 
sortem Tunetense quondam regnum,tunc et Angliam sperasse manifestua, 
et cum Lotharingis in GallicA auU praepotentibus, clam Philippum, 
sociasse consilia, facile et res Belgicas in se versurus timebatur. Unde 
nee veneni suspicio abfuit, incertum tamen unde dati, quippe inventis 
sacerdotibus Romanae professionis, qui suam in hoc operam patri« im- 
putarent. Anglos alii suspectabant, non ita dudum supplicio affcctis^ 
qui inde immissi in ipsum percursores dicebantur** (Grotius, p. 61). 

The Englishmen here spoken of were Egremont Ratcliffe, and one 
Grey, the former son to the Earl of Sussex by a second wife, a man of a 
turbulent spirit, and one of the chiefs of the northern rebellion. The Eng- 
lish emigrants accused him of intending to assassinate Don John, in 
whose army he was serving, and he and Grey were executed upon this. 
**The Spaniards,** says Camden, *' give out that Ratcliffe at his death 
voluntarily confessed he had been released from the Tower purposely 
to commit this murder, and encouraged to it by Walsingham with 
great promises. The English that were there present deny that he made 
any such confession, though the emigrants did what they could to extort 
it from him ** (p. 227). They were put to the torture after Don John's 
death, by the Prince of Parma, and executed upon the ooniession Chua 
extorted (Strada, 557). If Don John were poisoned, the cause of their 
execution is evident enough. 

This was an absurd charge, and could be believed only by that party 
spirit which will believe anything. Common as the employment of 
assassins was in that age for party motives, the English Oovemment 
stands free from all reproach on that score ; and if it had been leae 
scnipuloos, Don John was no object of its jealousy or of its fear. There 
is a strange tale of his intriguing for a marriage with Elisabeth ; this la 
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thkt mnbitious cfiief, whose story h more like a fiction of 
rMiwnre or tmgcdy than a tale of real life, the plots against 
Rltnbeth were renewed. Pope Gregory XIII. and Philip, by 
whom the scheme w«a now concerted, had each their sepnrate 
views : the latter saw that he could not reduce the Netliet^ 
Uniii to subjection unless he were master of the sea, and that 
be could not be nuster of the sea till he should have subdued 
Enftland. The Pope, in Uie plenitude of his authority, was 
willing (<J confer upon him an apostolical title to that kingdom, 
pving Ireland at the ssme time to his own bastard son, whom 
he had made Marchese de Vineola. The notorious adventurer 
Stukely undertook to conquer Ireland for this king-aspirant, 
and to bum the ships in the Thames. For this service, he 
Ksked only 3000 men, while a larger force of Spaniards and 
Portuguese were to land in England. To show on what 
grounds he proceeded, this arch-traitor presented an instru- 
Mcnt to Philip, " utbacribed with the names of moat of the 
Iriih nobili^, and of divcn in England of good quaJi^, ready 

Mid to have been laioutljr affirmed by letien from the Low Countries, 
lad it has alw been affirmed that Eacovedo paaaed two month* in England 
•ndavodriitf to bring about a negotiation tot this end ; but nothing that 
fat the iliibteat degree luppotU thii, appears in all that ha* come to light 
ONWcniiog Baeovedo's ble, nor in any Engiiah documents. It i* only 
BM iinpowiblt. because Don John leemi to have loved danger and di*- 

ti liiiiMi ibr tbeit own sakes. Instead of taking a safB course to the 

Nctbaland*, when he went to aasune the government, he cboee to pass 
thrash France in the disguise of a negro servant, " infiiscata ore, vibrato 
capiDo ac barbft" (Strada, Dec. Iv., L ix., pt 460). The man who could 
Aocae tDCh a disguise, would think no plot too extravagant in which he 
wa* to perform s coospiciioas part. 

Sttada sa^ie rt s that the story was devised by the Prince of Orange, 
tar the purpose of eiaspeiating Philip against hit brother (p. 356). But 
the Mnceof Orange w>* a good inan,cngacs<l in a good caua^ . . . 100 
good a man ever to have served it by wicked means. Whso ha charged 
Ffail^ in hia declaration, with the death of Don Carbia, I am as coo- 
MaaaihatbabaliavedtbacbBTgeatl am SMviaGad that (be charga itself 
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to be at his devotion ". In order to diminish the queen's 
means of naval defence, foreign merchants were employed to 
hire for distant voyages the greater part of those merchant 
ships which were built and furnished for sea-service.* 

It is said that Sebastian of Portugal was intended for the 
command of this expedition. Such an undertaking would 
have well accorded with his temper, and with the principles 
wherewith his pernicious education had thoroughly imbued 
him. The massacre of St Bartholomew's had been concerted 
with his knowledge : an armament, which he had prepared 
ostensibly against the Turks, was to have sailed in aid of the 
French Government, if that massacre had fiiiled ; and when 
the news of its perpetration arrived, Lisbon was illuminated, 
and processions made, and a thanksgiving sermon preached 
by the most eloquent of the Spanish preachers, Frey Luii de 
Granada ; and an ambassador was sent to congratulate Charles 
IX. f upon a crime — for which, as it regards himself, it may 
be hoped that the horror and remorse which speedily brought 
him to an untimely death may have atoned. But though 
Sebastian had proffered to the Pope his utmost services 
against Mahommedans and heretics, early impressions and 
national feeling led him to tread in the steps of his herote 
ancestors, and endeavour to recover that dominion in Africa 
which they had unwisely abandoned for the sake of more 
distant and less tenable conquests. Though the Pope oflTered 
him a consecrated banner as for a holy war, he was not to be 
diverted from his purpose ; and Stukely, who arrived in the 
Tagus with 800 men, raised for the invasion of Ireland, was 
induced to postpone that purpose, and accompany Sebastian 
to Barbary. Stukely met his death there, ... in better 
company than he deserved to die in ; for braver or nobler* 
minded men never fell in battle than some of those Porto* 

* Camden, 230. Turner, 574. 

t Bayam, Portugal Ctd4adato y LoiUmow^ ayi, aja. 
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IpmiAoiwridtedoBthatdinBtnioid^. Whether Sdmtian 
pr**''— ' with them, h one at those lecreta .over which the 
pmve haa cloaed. Bat h hta wiUnhieM had been the meaiu 
of Motliig the faitended ian^onal Engbiid,io I17 the eon- 
wqtncw at hk deHut and diiqipeanaee Portugal became 
IhekuMdiate object of Philip's dcalgna: hi* dilcf care WM 
derated to obtataiiiig the ■uccewloii Ibr Umaelf; and the 
fMvea which had been levied i^aliiBt EUaabeth were empki)red 
ta — '-"'-^'-g Ua ffl-fimnded dafan i^aiiHt ^pretender whose 
^stooiriaiM woe weaker thsB his own. end lAo had nothing 
to M^pett thsni bnt the feroor of the populnee. 

A few yeut esriicr, CeeH, the giestcrt of En^idi statesmen, 
tho^t that if «n 01017 were ■* ^'^^ *^ ^"^ ^* ***^ 
ft wen a fearfbl thing to consider, because of Its growing 
.wrebnrm. wtet the resistance might be. The caase of that 
weaknem he percdred " In the queen's ceUbacj, and the 
want of s suitable successor, and tlie Lsck of foreign alliances ; 
in the feebleness which long peace had induced, the weakness 
of the bonber, the ignonnce of msitisl knowledge in the 
subjects, the lack of meet captains and trained sotdiers, the 
rebelltoa which had then recently broken out in Ireland, the 
over-moch boldness which the mildness of the queen's govern- 
ment bad encounged, the want of treasure, the excess of the 
onUnaiy charges, the pover^ of tlie nobili^ and gentlemen 
of service (the wealth being in the meaner sort), the lack of 
mariners and muniUon,,and the decay of morals and religion " ; 
tmt tlie greatest danger he considered to be that which arose 
6am " the determination of tlie two monarchies, next neigh- 
boms to England, to subvert not only their own subjects, but 
also aD othen refusing the ^rranny of Rome, and their earnest 
desire to have the Queen of Scots possess this thnme of 
Bngland ". * One alone of these caoses of danger had been 
remedied, the laek of niarinen : a race of aeamen sneh as no 

■ Heasetisl of dM stats of ihs isslsa, qnetsri h7 'nviMi, 3 1 J. 
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former times had equalled, and no after ones have surpassed, 
was then training in voyages of discovery and of mercantile 
adventure. For tlie predatory spirit by which the speculators 
at home, as well as the adventurers themselves, were influenced, 
some provocation had been given ; and when Elizabeth, in 
answer to the demand made by the Spanish ambassador for 
restitution of the treasure which Drake had brought home 
from that voyage which has immortalised his name, told him 
that Drake should be forthcoming to answer according to law, 
if he were convicted by good evidence of having committed 
anything against law or right ; and that the property was 
set apart in order that it might be restored to its just 
claimants ; she reminded him that a greater sum than Drake 
had brought home she had been compelled to expend in 
putting down those rebellions which the Spaniards had raised 
and encouraged both in Ireland and England : and as to the 
complaint which he preferred against the English for sailing 
in the Indian Ocean, she answered, she could not persuade 
herself that the Bishop of Rome's donation had conferred upon 
the kings of Spain any just title to the Indies : she acknow- 
ledged no prerogative in that bishop to lay any restriction 
upon priiices who owed him no obedience; nor could she 
allow that he had any authority to enfeoff, as it were, the 
Spaniard in that new world, and invest him with the posses- 
sion thereof. Neither was their only other claim to be 
admitted, which was no more than that tliey had touched 
here and there upon the coast, built huts there, and given 
names to a river or a cape. This donation of that which was 
another's, and this imaginary propriety, did not preclude other 
princes from trading to those countries, nor from transporting 
colonies (without breach of the law of nations) into thoae 
parts which were not inliabited by Spaniards (for prescriptioii 
without possession was little worth) ; nor from navigating that 
vast ocean, seeing that the sea and air are common to alL A 
title to the ocean belonged not to any people or priviale 
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pMHO^ ftw M idi M neUber naton nor public caitoin 
■MiMiUiil aBf peaewkn tbeno£ 81m obie n red, alto, that 
Cbe Spaaiardi^ by their baid dnlby with ths BngUifa, whom 
&^ bd, eaDtiHy to dw law of natkna, praUblted fem 
caMaacm^bad drawn lywi tfiMBielwi.the miacfalefr which 

The dMige w**"** *^ Spanidi Gonmmen^ of having 
lHl%atedidwllkn,wa8iiieoDteataUe. Stakel/a prepaiatiaDi 
hadiwt linrn wrrrt. ind in Fngllih fleet had been stationed 
•■ Oa UA eoait to hrtcfoept him ; and tiiat fleet had not 
laag nfaHMd to England, in the baief that aU pnaeat danger 
«na paa^ befcre a body at Spanlarda were landed In Ireland, 
h tf ef the flnt Irbh tebelUoa into «hldt the Bomiih 



■ ben ee have ariaen the greateat evila that ,have [aflleted, and 
■re atticting, and will long continue to afflict, tlut unhappy 
faland. The Spuiiaidi fortified thenuelves in Kerry ; and 
when the kud deputy, Arthur Lord Grey of Wilton, marched 
agaivt tbem, and tent a trumpet " to demand who they were, 
what they had to do in Ireland, who aent them, and wherefore 
tb^ had built a fbrt in Queen Eliiabeth'i dominion!, and 
-withal to command them to depart with speed," they 
■nawcied, that thqr were aent " some (torn the moat holy 
&tbcr, the Pope, and wmie from the King of Spain, to whom 
tbe Vope had gfrcn Ireland, Queen Elisabeth having, as a 
heretic, forfeited her Utle to it. They would, therefore, hold 
what tbey had gotten, and get more if they could." . The con- 
Sdescc whieh teemed to themtelvei to justify thia language 
■ooB failed them ; they diacorercd too late the vanity of tlie 
proniaca whkli had been held out to them, the condition of 
tJto people with whom they were to act, and the dreadful 
ibaiactw of the war whidi, in reliance upon their aupport, 
bad been bcfnn. Th^ were bealeged by land ; the protect- 
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ing squadron was remanded from England^ and cut off their 
escape by sea: they were compelled to surrender at discretion, 
and were put to the sword ; a measure which grieved Elixac 
beth^ and which she disapproved, even when she admitted 
that the plea of stem necessity was strongly ui^ged in its 
vindication.* 

It was easy for Elizabeth to justify the views of her Govern- 
ment, and the peaceable course which it had hitherto pur- 
sued. Upon general principles, too, the right of her subjects 
to explore distant seas and countries might well be asserted 
and maintained, but she made no attempt to defend what was 
not strictly defensible, and a great part of the money which 
Drake had brought home was restored to the Spaniards ;t and 
some of the chief persons belonging to the court refused to 
accept the money which he offered them, because they con- 
sidered it to have been gained by piracy. This is said to have 
troubled him greatly, for he no doubt was of opinion that the 
conduct of the Spaniards in their American conquests war- 
ranted any hostile proceedings against them ; and he had this 
to encourage him, that, while statesmen openly condemned 
his conduct, or only covertly protected him, "the common 
sort of people admired and extolled his actions, as deeming it 
no less honourable to have enlarged the bounds of the Eng- 
lish name and gloiy, than of their empire ". X Indeed, how- 
ever desirous Elizabeth's ministers were of avoiding a war, 
they saw what the people felt, that it must soon be forced 
upon them, and that overt acts on the part of Philip would 

Camden, 243. 

t It was paid to a certain Pedro Sebura, of whom Camden says, that ha 
" pretended himself an agent for retrieving the gold and silver,** though ha 
had no letters of evidence or commission so to do ; and that he ** never 
repaid it to the right owners, but employed it against the queen, and ooii* 
verted it to the pay of the Spaniards in the Netherlands, as was at Isnglh 
when it was too late, understood " (p. 255). 

Fuller's Church History, sixteenth century, iSo-iSa. 
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MM MlvwtlM covert hortfll^iriitdbhKl long beeo cutM 
«■. Tbe Jotft^ lAa were now the mofiag qrirfti In ereiy 
MMftaqTf wen mt that time (to n«e » woid ctincnt in tlutt 
■ge) coMpletelj toywwfiwrf , and thii «m not becauK the 
iHBdv, sod tbe aicbltect, and the greet thuunabiigic Mint 
•f their order were SfMniaidi^ bat beeuae the diimericel 
hope waa cntertahied of crtabMahtng ft univenal mooarchj of . 
■Wih fi|iain wm tn lir the temporal and Rome the rpiritual 
head. The tapertantitep of rendering Spain in aO qriritnal 
dbn atebtdr nhMnrfent to Rome had been elected ; and 
theif who labomd to extend the Spanlah dominion perceiTed 
timt tibe BMmaaion of tiie Seottidi line to the throne of 
Tfi^lMal mMt be nnfitvoarabk to the Intereats of Spain, 
beeMK of IfaB/a connecUon with the Gnlm; that of her 
MM woald be detrimental to the Somidi Chareli, became he 
had been eereblfy and wen edoeated in the prlndplca of the 
Rotcat a nt Uth, and it waa now erident that tboae principle* 
were well rooted in hii mind. They set up, therefore, ■ title 
at the King of Spain to the Engliah crown, bj wliich, pre- 
poetamn aa it wu, not ■ few of the Bngliih Papists were 
deluded.* Some of the queen's counsellors proposed to her, 
mt a countct^projeet, that she should foment the difference 
wfaidt tlicn existed between Philip and the Pope concerning 
the kii^dom of Naples, and assist Gregory not as Pope, but 

* Tbis title, Foller i^i (iSo), was " u much admited by ihdt own 
paW/, as alighted hj tlw qoMa and her tojvl rabjects. Indeed it ■■ aty 
tat aajr iodaiBsfait herald ao to deriae a pedigree, aa in aome seeminf 
frababili^ to entide any prince in Christendom to any principality in 
Christsadom ; bmsoch will aluink cm aeriooa examination. Yea, I believe 
IJaeea Eliiabeth mi^t pretend a bettcc title to the kingdoms ot Leon 
and CastOa In Spain, as descended, by the Hook of York, from Edmond 
Bad ofCsthridge, and hii lady, co-heir to King Pedro, than any dain 
IhallbeKiagofSpaiBcoaldiBakeomiothekiiigdaaofBnglaad. How- 
•fw, aMtdi Mia di isf waa dqos hcrsby, nun^ Papists paying tliair good 
sri^sa w h sts thay were ae« da^ sod ^fcfHf-g tbs qsssn (ibsit tovs 
nattot) ef ths il 
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in his character of temporal prince, with ships ; thus, they 
argued, she might bring about a diversion of the Spanish 
forces, and prevent an invasion of her own dominions. It 
might have been a sufficient objection to any such proposal 
that the Papal claim rested upon Papal grounds, and was 
not maintainable as a political question. But Elisabeth 
saw it at once in the right point of view as a question of 
honour and of conscience : she refused to " entertain compli- 
ance with the Pope in any capacity, or any conditions, as 
dishonourable to herself, and distasteful to the Protestant 
princes ; nor would she," says our good Church historian, 
*' touch pitch in jest, for fear of being defiled in earnest ".* 

Part of the system which the hispaniolised faction pursued 
was to blacken the character of Elizabeth by every imaginable 
calumny, knowing that no calumnies can be too absurd for 
itching ears, and hearts that are prepossessed with hatred for 
the person whom it is proposed to injure. Not contented with 
contending that she was of illegitimate birth, they affirmed 
that she was the offspring of an incestuous intercourse between 
Henry VIII. and his own daughter ! They arraigned her of 
the vilest ingratitude towards Philip, to whose intercession, 
they asserted, she had been three times beholden for her life, 
when sentence of death had been passed against her for 
treason against her sister. They represented the punishment 
of convicted traitors, and the preventive measures against 
preparatory treason, which for self-preservation her Govern- 
ment was compelled to pursue, in a religious persecutkm, 
against which the advocates and agents of the Inquisitions- 
yea, the veiy men who had kindled the fires in Smithfieldt— 
filled Europe with their complaints. Books were set forth, 
wherein it was not contended, but dogmatically taught, that 
princes, when excommunicated for heresy, were to be deprired 
of kingdom and life. This doctrine received the sanction of 

* Fttlkr*t Chunk History, sixteenth century, i8o-i8a. 
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ttuJMdriil aadMriUv in SiMmtoh eonntilei ; and, bj a libd 
whkh WM nentljr printed In &i^>ad, tbe ImUm of Elln- 
Wlk's hii— liiiM wm exhorted to deal with her aa Jadith 
^ d«It with Holofemo.* BemanUno de Meadon, the 
SpaaiA aaabaMador in F-Mf**"^, waa detected in a eorr^ 
ipiMdaaei with thoie P^iata wboae object it wa, hf foreign 
ai^ t» d^eae the qnecn and m^rtabUi the Bomiih leUgion. 
He waa etdeaed to depeit tbe land, tbon^ he bad rendered 
btaadf UaUe to the ntaoet aeteri^ of tbe Uw ; end the 
^■en waa atlD ao derirona ofeoDtiniiiiig at peace with Spain, 
Oat die aant tbe deA of ber oonocil into that eonntty, to 
laftnattaKl^ofl^wlnfor what jnct caaae bia nlnirter had 
beoB aMt awBf, and withal toawiuu him, lea^ fagr having thna 
il— tWBil Hewiaai, die •• nil^ aeem to renoonee tbe ancient 
aMify Ibt had HdMirted between both kh^dom^" that aD 
a^cablB oAeea aboold atlU be ibown fajr her, if Philip would 
aend anjr otho' minirter who iboiild be de^niiu of preserring 
friendship, — provided otHj that a like reception might be 
given to ber ambaaiadw. But thii mitiiater could not obtain 
a bearing.t 

Meantime tbe Prince of Orange, who had recovered after 
being deapcntely wounded by tme asHnin, perished bjr the 
hand of another ; and the war in the Netherlands was 
vigoconshr prosecuted by the Prince of Parma, a general 
wboae martial geniu had then never been equalled in modem 
warfare, and, peihaps, has never since been nupaned. Elisa- 
beth, in her cautious policj, hesitated at entering into any direct 
alliance with tbe united States, till he had taken Antwerp, 
after ene of the most memorable sieges in military hiitoiy. 
She then hesitated no longer, lest the war should be tmnigbt 
home to her own doeta ; and concluded a treaty, whereby she 
ceotncled to aU tbe SUtes with 5000 foot and 1000 hone 
dnri^ the war, the Statea cagaging to fepay tbe expenae thua 

•Camte, ags, w f J«^ »9»- 




LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM S3 

incurred, in the course of five years after the conclusion of a 
peace. Flushing, Rammakens, and the Briel, were to be 
occupied by English troops as caution towns. The contracting 
parties were to enter into no league, but on common consent ; 
and ships for their mutual defence were to be equipped in 
equal numbers by both parties, at their common charge, and 
to be commanded by the admiral of England. The Zeelanders, 
in honour of this alliance, coined money with the arms of that 
province on one side, a lion rising out of the waves, and the 
motto Luctor et emergo ; and on the other the arms of the 
several cities, with the motto, Auihort Deo,foveitle Regma.* 
A declaration was published in the queen's name, "of the 
causes which had moved her to give aid to the defence of the 
people afflicted and oppressed in the Low Countries " ; for 
" although kings and princes sovereign, it was said, were not 
bound to render account of their actions to any but to God, 
their only sovereign Lord, we are, notwithstanding this our 
prerogative, at this time specially moved to publish, not only 
unto our own natural loving subjects, but also to all others our 
neighbours, what our intention is at this time, and upon what 
just and reasonable grounds we are moved to give aid unto 
our next neighbours, the natural people of the Low Countries 
being, by long wars and persecutions of strange nations there, 
lamentably afflicted, and in present danger to be brought 
into a perpetual servitude ". 

" First," said this declaration, "it is to be understood that 
there hath been, time out of mind, even by the natural 
situation of those Low Countries and our realm of England, 
one directly opposite to the other, and by reason of the ready 
crossing of the seas, and multitudes of large and commodioos 
havens respectively on both sides, a continual traffic and com- 
merce betwixt the people of England and the natural people 
of those countries, and so continued in all ancient times^ when 



* Camden, 324. 
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the levenl pwi f li i c c t thereof, as Flanden, HoUand, end 
Zeelend, end ether eomitriet to them acfjeiniiig, were poe- 
MMed bj eevenl lotds, and not united together as of late 
jean thej have bem bj inter-marriaget, and at length by 
eoocurenee of manj and tnndiy titles, reduced to be under 
tfie government of those lofds that succeeded to the Dukedom 
of Bmgundljr : wiierebgr there had been many special confede- 
ratkni^ not only betwixt the kings of England and the lords 
of the said eountrieii, butalso betwixt the veiy natural subjects 
of both, as the prelates, noblemen, dtiaens, buigesses and 
other eoinmo n alties of the great dties and port towns of 
cither coontiy r ec ip rocally, bj special obligations and stipula- 
tions under their seals interchangeably, for maintenance of 
iwnirrr and intetoourM of merchants, and also of special 
mutnal amity to be observed ; and veiy express provision for 
mutnal h^nmn, affections, and aD other friendly olBces to be 
used and prosecuted by the people of the one natkm towards 
the other. By which mutual bonds there hath continued 
perpetual union of the people's hearts together ; and so, by 
way of continual intercourse, from age to age, the same mutual 
love hath been inviolably kept and exercised, as it had been 
by the will of nature, and never utterly dissolved, nor yet for 
any long time discontinued, howsoever the kings and the lords 
of the countries sometimes (though very rarely) have been at 
diiference, by sinister means of some other princes, their 
neighbours, envying the felicity of these two countries. And 
so had the same mutual and natural concourse and commerce 
been continued in many ages, fiur above the like example of 
any other countries in Christendom, to the honour and strength 
of the princes, and to the singular great bene6t andenriching 
of their people, until of late years the King of Spain had been 
(as it is to be thought) counselled by his counsellors of Spain 
to appoint Spaniards, foreigners, and strangers of strange 
bkwd,— moi moro exercised in war than in peaceful goven- 
ment, and some of them notably delighted in blood, as had 
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appeared by their actions, — to be the chiefest governors of 
all his said Low Countries, contrary to the ancient laws and 
customs thereof. The Spaniards, having no natural regard to 
the maintenance of those people in their ancient manner of 
peaceable living, but being exalted to absolute government 
by ambition, and for private lucre, have violently broken the 
ancient laws and liberties, and, in a tyrannous sort, have 
banished, killed, and destroyed, without order of law, many of 
the most ancient and principal persons of the natural nobility, 
that were most worthy of government And howsoever, in 
the beginning of these cruel persecutions, the pretence 
thereof was for maintenance of Romish religion, yet they 
spared not to deprive very many Catholics and ecclesiastical 
persons of their franchises and privileges ; and of the chiefest 
that were executed of tlie nobility, none was in the whole 
country more affected to that religion than was the noble and 
valiant Count of Egmond, the very glory of that country, 
who neither for his singular victories in the service of the 
King of Spain can be forgotten in true histories, nor yet for 
the cruelty used for his destruction be but for ever lamented 
in the hearts of the people of that country." 

The declaration proceeded to show how the horrible 
calamities thus brought upon the Low Countries had moved 
to compassion even such of their neighbours as had been at 
frequent discord with them in former times, insomuch that 
the French king thought, very many years ago, to have taken 
them under his protection, had not (as tlie deputies of the 
States were answered) the ** complots of the house of Guise, 
stirred and maintained by money out of Spain, disturbed the 
peace of France, and thereby urged the king to forbear finom 
the resolution he had made, not to aid those oppressed people 
of the Low Countries against the Spaniards, but also to have 
accepted them as his own subjects. But, in very truth, how- 
ever, they were comforted and kept in hope by the French 
king, who had oftentimes solicited us, as Queen of Kngland» 
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ImCh hf mamgt and writing^ to be caiefiil of their defence ; 
jet^ in leqieet that tliej were more strictly knit in ancient 
ftiendship to this realm than to any other eoontiy, we are 
■■re that they could be pitied of none with more cause of 
giief fenenlly than of our subjects^ being their most ancient 
allies and fimiiliar neighbours ; and that in sudi manner that 
ttis our realm of England and those countries hare been of 
lo^g time resembled and termed as man and wife. For these 
mrgent eausesj and many others^ we have by many friendly 
wfsiagfi and ambassadot% by many letters and writings, to 
the said King of Spain, our brother and ally, declared our 
compassion of this so eril and cruel usage of his natural and 
loyal people. And fnrthemiore, as a good loring sister to 
Ite, and a natural good neighbour to his Low Countries, we 
bave often and often again most friendly warned him, that if 
hm did not by his wisdom and princely demency, restrain the 
tyrsnny of his goremors, and cruelty of his men of war, we 
leared that the people should be forced, for safety of their 
liTCs, and for continuance of their native country in the 
fenner state of their liberties, to seek the protection of some 
other foreign lord, or rather to yield themselves wholly to the 
sovereignty of some mighty prince ; as by the ancient laws, 
and by special privileges granted by some of the lords and 
dukes to the people, they do pretend and affirm that in such 
cases of general injustice, and upon such violent breaking of 
their privileges, they are free from their former homage, and 
at liberty to make choice of any other prince to be their 
head. By some such alteration, as stories testify, Philip, the 
Duke of Burgundy, came to his title, from which the King of 
Spain's interest is derived. And now, to stay them from 
yielding themselves in any like sort to the sovereignty of any 
other strange prince, we yielded some years past to the im- 
portunate requesta of some of the greatest persons of degree 
and most obedient subjects to the king, and granted them 
prosta of money, only to continue them as his subjects, and to 
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maintain themselves in their just defence against the YioleDce 
of the Spaniards, their oppressors ; and during the time of 
that our aid thus given, and their stay in their obedience to 
the King of Spain, we did freely acquaint the same king with 
our actions, and did still continue our friendly advices to him, 
to move him to command his governors and men of war not 
to use such insolent cruelties against his people as might make 
them to despair of his favour, and seek some other lord. 

" For we did manifestly see if the nation of Spain should 
make a conquest of those countries, as was and yet is ap- 
parently intended, and plant themselves there as they have 
done in Naples and other countries, adding thereto the late 
examples of the hostile enterprise of a power of Spaniards, 
sent by the King of Spain and the Pope into our realm of 
Ireland, witli an intent, confessed by the captains, that their 
number was sent to seize upon some strength there, and with 
other great forces to pursue a conquest thereof, we did mani- 
festly see in what danger our ourself, country and people 
might shortly be, if in convenient time we did not speedily 
otherwise regard to prevent or stay the same." The queen 
then complained, that notwithstanding her often requests and 
advices, the king's governors in the Low Countries increased 
their cruelties toward his own afflicted people, and his officers 
in Spain offered daily greater injuries to the English resorting 
thither for traffic: yea, her express messengers with her 
letters were not permitted to come to the king's presence, — 
" a matter very strange, and against the law of nati<m8 ". She 
contrasted the unworthy treatment of her ambassadors in 
Spain, with her conduct towards the Spanish ambassadoriy 
and especially Bernardino de Mendosa, ''one," said the, 
" whom we did accept and use with great fitvour a long time, 
as was seen in our court, and we think cannot be denied by 
himself: but yet of late years (we know not by what direc- 
tion), we found him to be a secret great £ivourer to tundiy 
our evil-disposed and seditious subjects, not only to siieh ai 
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kvked in our realm, but alto to such at fled the same, being 
poloff i o ml y eondemnedatopen lebeband traiton, wiili wliom, 
bj hit letlen,meaMges» and aecret counsels, he did in the end 
devise how, with a power of men, partly to come oat of Spain, 
partfy oat of the Lorn Goantries (whereof he gave them great 
in the king^s name), an invasion might be made into 
realm; setting down in writing the manner how the same 
aimald be done, with what namberof men and ships, and upon 
what coasts, ports, and places of our realm, and who the 
pcnoos sboaM be, therein of no small account, that should 
finFoar this invasion, and take part with the invaders : &cts 
whidi have been most cleariy proved, and confessed bj such 
«s were in that confederMy with him ; yet when he had been 
dmiged with these practices, and it had been made patent 
to him how and by whom, with many other dreumstances, we 
knew it, he was caused, in very gentle sort, to depart out of 
our realm, the rather for his own safety, as one in very deed 
mortally hated of our people ". 

The declaration proceeded to state what the queen had 
done for delivering Scotland (rum the servitude into which 
the house of Guise meant to have brought it, and that by her 
only it had been restored to its ancient freedom, and 
so possessed by the present king, whereby Scotland had 
remained in better amity and peace with England than could 
be remembered for many hundred years before. It concluded 
by saying how, upon the continued and lamentable requests 
of the States of Holland, Zeeland, Gueldres, and other pro- 
▼inces with them united, the queen had, with good advice, 
and after long deliberation, determined to aid them, " only to 
defend them and their towns finom sacking and desolation, 
and to procure them safety, to the honour of God, whom they 
desire to serve sincerely as Christian people, according to His 
holy word, and to ei^oy their ancient liberties, for them and 
thdr posterity, and so, conseqaently, to preserve the lawful 
and aadent commerce betwixt those countries and ours. And 
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so/' said this magnanimous queen, "we hope our intentions 
herein, and our subsequent actions, will be, by God's ikroar, 
honourably interpreted of all persons (saving of the oppressors 
themselves and their partisans), in that we mean not hereby 
either for ambition or malice, the two roots of all ixgustice, 
to make any particular profit hereof to ourself or to our 
people ; only desiring at this time to obtain, by God's £ivour, 
for these countries a deliverance of them from war by the 
Spaniards and foreigners, a restitution of their ancient liberties, 
and government by some Christian peace, and thereby a surety 
for ourselves and our realm to be free from invading neigh- 
bours, and our people to enjoy their lawful intercourse of 
friendship and merchandise, according to the ancient usage 
and treaties of intercourse made betwixt our progenitors and 
the lords and earls of those countries, and betwixt our people 
and theirs. And though our further intention also is, or may 
be, to take into our guard some few towns upon the sea-side, 
next opposite to our realm, which otherwise might be in 
danger to be taken by the strangers, enemies of the country ; 
yet therein considering we have no meaning at this time to 
take and retain the same to our own proper use, we hope all 
persons will think it agreeable with good reason and princely 
policy that we should have the guard and use of some such 
places, for sure access and recess of our people and soldiers 
in safety, and for furniture of them with victuals and other 
things requisite and necessary, whilst it shall be needful for 
them to continue in those countries, for the aiding thereof in 
these their great calamities, miseries, and imminent danger, 
and until the countries may be delivered of such strange forces 
as do now oppress them, and recover their ancient lawful 
liberties and manner of government, to live in peace as they 
have heretofore done, and do now most earnestly in lament* 
able manner desire to do, which are the very only true ends 
of all our actions now intended." 

At the conclusion, the queen alluded to the '' cankered 
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eeH^"* stIeredbyiiiAlickNis toDgues^aiidbUspheiiia^ 
in mdi infimioyi libels, that in no age had the devil employed 
■MM spirits rqiknished with all wiekedness to atter his rage. 
An qipendiz was added to this dedarmtioD, in consequence of 
an aeooont of the siege of Antweip, printed at Milan, in which 
aaid she: " We feund onrselTes most malidonsly charged with 
two notable crimes^ no less hateful to the worid than most 
lepi^gnant and oontraiy to oar own natural inclination. The 
one with ingratitude towards the King of Spain, who, as the 
anthor saithy saved onrlif(% being justly bj sentence adjudged 
to death in our sistei^s time ; the other, that there were 
pcnons eonmpted with great promises, and that with our 
inteDigenee, to take away the Prince of Parma's life Now, 
knowing how men are maliciously bent, in this declining age 
of the worid, both to judge, speak, and write maliciously, 
frlsely, and nnrereiently of princes, and holding nothing so 
dear unto us as the conservation of our reputation and honour 
to be blameless, we found it very expedient not to suffer two 
such horrible imputations to pass under silence. And for 
answer of the first point, touching our ingratitude towards the 
King of Spain, as we do most willingly acknowledge that we 
were beholden unto him in the time of our late sister, which 
we then did acknowledge very thankfully, and have sought 
many ways since in like sort to requite, so do we utterly deny 
as a most manifest untruth, that ever he was the cause of the 
saving of our life, as a person by course of justice sentenced 
onto death, who ever carried ourself towards our said sister in 
such dutiful sort, as our loyalty was never called in question, 
much less any sentence of death ^ pronounced against us : a 



*Thit scoiistion was not msde by pamphleteers and mere libellert 
oaSj. Hcrrera, the royal dironider, in liit UUtcria Gtmrai dil Mundo 
iat the lint aevcnleen years of Philip's reign, asserts that Elizabeth was 
oa thiae sevaral occasions condemned to death for treason against her 
sisicr, and as often pardoned through the king's intercessioo : '* Y el 
Khrarla los Espaikiles ooo tanto cnydado de la muerts, desisa los Fran- 
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matter such as in respect of the ordinary course of proceeding, 
as by process in law, by place of trial, by the judge that 
should pronounce such sentence, and other necessary curcum- 
stances in like cases usual, especially against one of our 
quality, as it could not but have been publicly known, if any 
such thing had been put in execution. This, then, being true, 
we leave to the world to judge how maliciously and in- 
juriously the author of the said pamphlet dealeth with us in 
charging us with a vice that of all others we do most hate and 
abhor. And by the manifest untruth of this imputation, men, 
not transported with passion, may easily discern what untruth 
is contained in the second, by which we are chaiged with an 
intended attempt against the life of the Prince of Parma. He 
is one of whom we have ever had an honourable conceit, in 
respect of those singular rare parts we always have noted in 
him, which hath won unto him as great a reputation as any 
man this day living carrieth of his degree and quality ; and so 
have we always delivered out by speech unto the world, when 
any occasion hath been offered to make mention of him. And 
touching the prosecution, committed unto him, of the wars in 
the Low Countries, as all men of judgment know, that the 



■ I 



ceses que se hazia porque no sucediesse en la corona de Ingiaterra Maria 
reyna de Escocia, casada con Francisco delfin de Franda ; y lot Espa- 
noles dezian contra lo6 Franceses que procuravan de engaAar a YsabeU 
metiendola en estos trabajos, para que muriendo por ellos, quedasae de* 
sembarazada la sucession a la reyna de Escocia " (Let. vi., c xiii., p. 399). 
Herrera probably believed what he asserted, if what Strada affirms be 
true, that the statement was made by Philip himself I That king, the 
Jesuit says, was incensed against Elizabeth, *' tantoquidem acriore sensn, 
quanto pro beneficiit, proque vitl ipsl, quaro ei bis terque se dedisse rex 
aflirmabat, dum conspirationuro intimulatam, h carcere, capitaliqoa 
judicio liberaverat ; pro his aliisque promeritit alias super alias accepisae 
se indesinenter injurias agnoscebat ** (p. 526). The chronicler adds thai 
Calais was betrayed, with Elizabeth*s consent, she hoping thereby lo 
break her sister's heart, '* para acabar con estos enojos tanlo mas presto 
la vida de su bermana '*. 
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. teklqg mwwf of his life ourrielh no Ukelihood that the same 
sImII work my end of the said prasecotioii, so is it manifestly 
knomi that no man hath dealt more honotuably than the 
said prinee^ either in dulyobsenring of his promise, or extend- 
iqg gmee and mtnj where merit and desert hath crsTed the 
■une; and, tbesefiire, no greater impiety hy any eould he 
wiooghl^ nor nothing more prejudicial to onnelf (so long as 
the king shall oontinoe the prosecution of the cause in that 
fetdblesort he now doth)^ than to he an instrument to take 
him awi^ from thence hy such violent means, that hath dealt 
in a more honouraUe and grackms sort in the charge com- 
■dtted unto him, than any other that hath ever gone before 
kim^ or is likdy to succeed after hiuL Now, therefore, how 
mlikdy it is that we should be either author, or any way 
assmting to so horrible a fiict, we refer to the judgment of 
sodi as look into causes, not with the eyes of their affection, 
but do measure and weigh things according to honour and 
reason. The best course, therefore, that both we and all 
<Hher princes can hold, in this unfortunate age, that over- 
floweth with malignant spirits, is, through the grace and 
goodness of Almighty God, to direct our course in such sort, 
as they may rather show their wills through malice, than with 
just cause by desert to say ill either by speech or writing ; 
assuring ourselves, that besides the punishment that such 
wicked libellers shall receive at the hands of the Almighty 
for depraving of princes and lawfol magistrates, who are God's 
ministen, they both are and always shall be thought by all 
good men unworthy to hve upon the fece of the earth." * 

When Elisabeth thus openly allied herself with, the united 
States, which were, in feet, declaring war against Spain, the 
father Christian princes " admired such manly fortitude in a 
woman ; and the King of Sweden said, she had taken the 
crown feom her head and adventured it upon the chance of 

• HoUnshsd, 6si-^ 
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war ". ^ But no new or additional danger was drawn upon 
her by this declaration. The plan of invasion which Se- 
bastian's expedition to Africa had frustrated, and which had 
been suspended in consequence of the subsequent events in 
Portugal, had been resumed two yenrs before this treaty with 
the States was concluded. The Prince of Parma had at that 
time been ordered to obtain accurate information respecting 
the English ports and their means of defence : the Milanese 
engineer, Battista Piatti, who constructed the bridge over 
the Scheldt during the siege of Antwerp, was one of the 
persons thus employed ; he had drawn up a report accordingly, 
and proceeded to Spain to give what further information might 
be required.! A negotiation pending with the Queen of 
Scots, for her release, upon her engagement that her agents 
should attempt nothing to the injury of Elizabeth or of Eng- 
land, was broken off, partly, says Camden, because of certain 
fears cast in the way by those who knew how to increase 
suspicions between women already displeased with one 
another ; but chiefly in consequence of certain papers, which 
a Scotch Jesuit, on his passage to Scotland, when captured by 
some Netherlanders, tore in pieces and cast overboard : the 
wind blew them back into tlie ship, and from these fragments 
the designs of the Pope, the Spaniard, and the Guises, for 
invading England, were discovered.} The detection of a 
nearer treason led to the death of the Queen of Scots, an act 
by which Elizabeth, if she lessened her own immediate danger 
and that of the nation (which may well be doubted), brought 
upon herself an ineffaceable stain, § purchasing self-preservation 

* Camden, 321. tStrada,526. X Camden, 299. 

§ Parry in a letter to the queen, after his condemnation, says : *' The 
Queen of Scots is your prisoner. Let her be honourably entreated, but 
yet surely guarded. She may do you good ; she will do you no harm, if 
the fault be not English. It importeth you much ; so long as it is well 
with her, it is safe with you. When she is in fear, you ah: not without 
peril. Cherish and love her. She is of your blood, and your undoabted 
heir in succession. It is sotaken abroad, and will be found so at houie ** 
(Strype's AHnalt,App, Na 46). 
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«ft A gieater priee than it It worth. Bat it if not upon Elisa- 
beth that the bbekert stigma should be affixed. The English 
Fsriiament called upon her for blood. Not a roioe in either 
House was raised against the popular ciy. The Commons came 
to a resolntioo, ''that no other way, device, or means whatso- 
ever could possibly be found or imagined, that safety could in 
any wiie be had as long as the Qpeen of Soots were living.* 
To spare her," they said, " were nothing else but to spill the 
peof^ who would take all impunity in this case very much to 
heart, and would not think diemsetves discharged of their 
oath of association, unlets she were punished according to her 
dewrts. And they called upon Elisabeth to remember the 
learfiil examples of God's vengeance upon King Saul for 
sparing Agag, and upon King Ahab for ^paring Benhadad." I 
To audi purposes can public feeling be directed, and Scripture 
perverted ! Some of those great personages who had corre- 
sponded with the royal prisoner, and were implicated more or 
less in the treasonable practices which under her name and 
with her concurrence were continually carried on, began now 
to act as her deadly enemies, thereby the better to conceal 
their own guilty The Spanish party thrust her forward to 
her own danger, that by her destruction the way might be 
cleared for the pretended title of the King of Spain. § They 
had persuaded themselves that nothing but an absolute con- 
quest of the island, like that by William of Normandy, could 
establish a Catholic prince here, and reinstate the Romish 
religion in its full powers. And when the French king, 
Henry ni.,|| sent a special ambassador publicly to speak in the 

* PcFUamuniary Histofj, 844. t Camden, 363. 

II Parry saya of him, in the remarkable letter above quoted, in which 
he apeaka with the freedom aa well aa the aincerity of a dying man : ** The 
French king ia Frtmeh ; yoa know that well enough. You will 6nd him 
occspied when he ahooM do yov good. He will not lose a pilgrimage 10 
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Queen of Scots behalf, that ambassador was charged with 
secret instructions to press upon Elizabeth the necessity of 
putting her to death as an enemy, who, if she succeeded to 
the English throne, would, through her connection with the 
Guises, be as dangerous to him as she now was to the Queen of 
England ! ^ 

The death of Mary may have preserved England from the 
religious struggle which would have ensued upon her succes- 
sion to tlie throne, but it delivered -Elizabeth from only one, 
and that the weakest, of her enemies ; and it exposed her to 
a charge of injustice and cruelty, which, being itself well 
founded, obtained belief for any other accusation, however 
extravagantly false. It was not Philip alone who prepared 
for making war upon her with a feeling of personal hatred : 
throughout Romish Christendom she was represented as a 
monster of iniquity ; that representation was assiduously set 
forth, not only in ephemeral libels, but in histories, in dramas, 
in poems and in hawkers' pamphlets ; f and when the King 
of Spain equipped an armament for the invasion of England, 
volunteers entered it with a passionate persuasion that they 
were about to bear apart in a holy war against the wickedest and 
most inhuman of tyrants. The Pope exhorted Philip to engage 
in this great enterprise for the sake of the Roman Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, which could not be more effectually 
nor more meritoriously extended than by the conquest of 
England ; so should he avenge his own private and public 
wrongs ; so should he indeed prove himself most worthy of the 
glorious title of Most Catholic King. And he promised, as 
soon as his troops should have set foot in that island, to supply 
him with a million of crowns of gold % towards the expenaes 

* Turrter, 643. Bayle*s critique on Maimbonrg's Hist. 0/ CmimmUm 
there quoted. 

t They are circulated to this day in Spain and POrtugaL 

X The money, however, was not forthcoming. Strada, when he relates 
the offer, adds : " Quod magis Xysti magnanimitatem oetendit, qaam belli 
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of the expedition. Opportunity could never be more favour- 
able : he had eonduded a truce with the Turlc ; the French 
were embroiled in civil war, and could offer to him no opposi- 
tion. England wat without forts or defences: long peace had 
left it unprovided of commanders or soldiers ; and it was full 
€f Cbtholics^ who would jojfully flock to his standard. The 
eonquest of Portugal had not been easier than that of 
England would be found ; and when England was once con- 
<|aeKd, the Low Countries would presently be reduced to 



Such ezhortationa accorded with the ambition, the passions, 
and the rooted principles of the Kbag of Spain. The under- 
taking was resolved on ; and while preparations were making 
■pon the most formidable scale, it was ddiberated on what 
plan to proceed. Sir William Stanley, the most noted of 
those persons who for conscience' sake betrayed their trust, 
deserted to the enemy, and bore arms against this country, 
advised that Ireland should be the first point of attack. He 
knew that country well, having served in it fifteen years ; 
and if Waterford, he said, were once taken and fortified, the 
Spaniards might from thence reduce the one island and invade 
the other. PiatU was of opinion that it were better to begin 
with Scotland, where he was led to believe the king might 
be induced to join with them for the sake of revenging 
his mother's death. Having established a footing there, he 
thought the kle of Wight should next be occupied. A noble 
inhabitant of that island had promised the Prince of Parma to 
show him a place known only to himself, by which ships could 
approach, and in four and twenty hours obtain possession of 
it; and he laid before Philip a plan of the island, and a 
memoir coDceming it, which had been drawn up at the Prince 

sabsidimii ibit : qoippe, at partem hnjiis somniJB aliquam ponttfex elargi- 
letar ante prsfinitnm hoc tempos, nollts sddaci potnit am Hispani legmti, 
ant C««icoaiitisA Psmensi dace p top t ar ea Roipam missi, persoasiocii- 
bw-a^5t7). 
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of Parma's desire. The Marquis of Santa Crux, who was to 
be coromander-in-chieC objected to neither of these plans, 
but he urged the necessity of perpending all things well 
before an expedition should be sent out, in which Spain put 
forth all her strength : and he advised that a port should 
previously be secured, either in Ireland, or, which he thought 
more desirable, in Holland or Zeeland. The enterprise might 
safely be undertaken, if the fleet were thus rendered secure 
on that side. This was the opinion which the Prince of 
Parma supported in his letters. He represented the danger 
of venturing such a fleet in the British seas without providing 
a harbour into which it might retreat ; and Flushing, he said, 
was the only one in the Low Countries capacious enough for 
so great a force. Now that he had taken Sluys, Flushing 
might more easily be captured ; and he strongly advised that 
the capture of this place should be effected before the Armada 
ventured into those seas. It was a conquest which, with 
God's help, he undertook to make. But, in thus advising, 
the prince had a further object ; he was not willing that 
Spain should divert its attention from the Low Countries, 
which he had no doubt of subjugating, if only a part of the 
force designed for England were employed for that purpose. 
Those countries once subdued, England would be open to 
invasion ; and of this, which he saw clearly himself, he hoped 
to convince the king, if he could first persuade him to let the 
siege of Flushing be undertaken.^ 

But Philip would hear of no delay. The troubles in France 
and the treaty with the Turks allowed him at this time to 
direct his whole attention towards England : it was even less 
costly to punish that country by an invasion than to defend 
the coasts of his own empire against her piratical enteipriset ; 
and he felt himself bound to exact vengeance for the death of 
the Queen of Scots, in which cause all sovereign princes were 

* Strada, 538-531. 
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concenied. Objecting, therefiwe, to any Attempt apon 
Iieknd» which would be openfaig « new theatre of war, or to 
any deUy, whkh would allow the enemy time to prepare for 
defenee, he directed the prince to take what meatures he 
thoaglit best for exciting the Sooteh to anns ; but meantime 
to make ready with all speed for co-operatli^ with the expedi- 
tkio, which would set sail as soon as he should be in readi- 
ness.* Upon another point, also, there had been a difference 
of opinion amo^g Philip's advisen : some of whom thought 
that war should be proclaimed against England^ both to 
femore suspicion fiom other powers, and to alarm EUsabeth, 
who might then be induced to levy Cnretgn troops for her 
defence ; which, if she did, it was to be expected that those 
troops, according to the usual insolence of mercenaries^ would 
so demean themsehres, as to excite discontent among the 
English people, and consequent confii8ion.f The formality of 
declaring war was however disregarded as a mere form on 
both sides ; and on the part of the Spaniards it was deemed 
more politic to disturb the English with apprehensions of some 
great but indefinite danger, and at the same time divert them 
from making any effectual preparation for defence, by canying 
on negotiations in the Low Countries, without the slightest 
intention of assenting to any terms of reconciliation that 
could be proposed. 

The Prince of Parma, therefore, while he prepared for the 
invasion with his characteristic diligence, which left nothing 
undone, opened a negotiation with England, to which Elisa- 
beth, notwithstanding the urgent remonstrances of the States, 
gave ear, yet with a just suspicion that the pfoposal was 
insincerely made. Leicester, who had unwisely been 
entrusted with the command of the English auxilitfies, had 
conducted himself neither to the satisfactkm of the SUtes nor 
of his own Government : the English and Dutch had not been 

*Stfsds, 58s. ^ CasMlsii, 
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found to agree when they came to act together, under circum- 
stances that brought their national qualities into close and 
unamiable contrast : ^ the Dutch, too, were divided among 
themselves ; so that there seemed little hope that England 
could affbrd them any such assistance as might enable them 
to obtain the objects for which they had taken up arms, 
and still less of any such happy termination, if they were left 
to themselves. With regard to England, it was the opinion 
of her greatest statesman, Cecil, that a peace was not only 
desirable, but most necessary ; but it must be such a peace as 
should be clear and assured, leaving no such occasion of 
quarrel as had hitherto existed ; the queen's subjects must 
be free from the Inquisition; and the people of the Low 
Countries not impeached for anything which had passed ; but 
allowed to enjoy their liberties and franchises, and to have 
the use of their religion, now openly professed in their 
- churches, for which they had so long stood to their defencct 
The Dutch were well convinced that all negotiation was 
useless, and therefore refused to take any part : the English 
commissioners, however, met those of the King of Spain at 
Ostend : they first proposed a suspension of arms, '' thereby 
to stay the coming of the Spanish fleet " ; and to this the 
Spanish commissioners seemed to incline, craftily thereby 
seeking to persuade them that it was not intended against 
England. They asked for the renewal of old treaties and 
intercourse ; the repayment of such sums as the queen had 
advanced to the States, not requiring this from the king, but 
that he should authorise the States to collect money for this 
purpose : further, they required that foreign governors and 

* ** Plurimum autem difierunt harum nationum ingenia et mores ; nam 
Angli, ut addicte terviunt, ita evecti ad dignitates priorem hnmilitatem 
insolentia rependunt ; Belganim est parere et imperare cmn modo, nee 
gens ulla fideliut amat eminentes, aut iisdem, si contemtus adait, impla- 
cahilius iraacitur " (Grotiua, 95). 

t Stfype*t AnnaU, voL iii., part ii., p. 5. 
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ftfidign troops. alioiild, for the queen's safety, be withdrawn 
from the Low Countries ; that the people might eajoj their 
ancient liberties and pririleges, and be governed by their 
c iiMitij f m en» not by strangers; and that there might be a 
toleration lor two years at least, daring which time the matter 
of leUgion should be ordered and established bj the States. 
If these terms were eondnded, the qaeen would agree to any 
wsonable conditions concerning the cautionaiy towns, thatall 
die world might know she had taken possesskm of them not to 
mggrmnAiam hcTKlf, but loT her owu ncccssaiy assurance and 



To the more important of these proposals it was replied, 
that the king could not withdraw his troops tiU the States had 
submitted themsdYCS, nor whOe the French were in arms : 
that the Qpeen of England had nothing to do with the 
privileges of the Low Countries ; nor was she to prescribe a 
law to htm how he should govern his subjects ; and that he 
would not hear of the free exercise of religion, but would 
grant a toleration, such as had been allowed to the towns 
that had jrielded themselves to his obedience. The English 
eomnussioners made answer, that neither the queen nor the 
Netherlanders could be assured of any peace while foreign 
troops were maintained in that country : that in the privileges 
of these countries she had a special interest ; first, in regard 
of neighbourhood; secondly, as being specially named in 
several pacifications ; and thirdly, because it was not possible 
far her subjects to e^joy their privileges there, unless the 
provinces themselves were allowed them. And for the point 
of religion, if the king would not hear of any toleration of the 
exercise thereof, then must the Protestants be forced either 
to forsake the religion in which they had been bom and bred, 
or go into perpetual exile. Not with any reason could the 
king refuse his subjects what in times past had been by his 

* OfimettofWy q86w 
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&ther, the Emperor Charles, accorded to the Germans, and 
by other princes, and namely by himself, in his perpetual 
edict None but dilatory replies were made to this replica- 
tion, the object of either party being to gain time ; for Philip 
would have consented to no other terms than such as an 
absolute conquest of the revolted States might have enabled 
him to impose ; and Elisabeth, though she sincerely wished 
for peace, knew that it could not possibly be obtained. At 
this time the Pope issued his bull, declaring that the Catholic 
king was about to direct his power against England, and 
enjoining the queen's subjects, by their obedience to the 
Church, to hold themselves in readiness for assisting the army 
which, under the Prince of Parma, was preparing for their 
deliverance. Allen, also, who had now been made a cardinal, 
published a book at Antwerp, which, for the audacity of its 
unhesitating falsehood, its vituperation, and its treason, may 
vie with any libel that ever issued from the press. ''^ He called 
Elizabeth heretic, rebel, and usurper ; an incestuous bastard, 
the bane of Christendom, and firebrand of all mischief; one 
who deserved not deposition alone, but all .vengeance both of 
God and man ; and he reproached the English Papists for 
their effeminate dastardy in suffering such a creature to reign 
almost thirty years, both over their bodies and their 80uls.f 
Nor was sophistry wanting in a composition thus highly 
seasoned with insolence and slander. He argued, that if there 
were no power by which apostate princes might be deposed, God 
would not have sufficiently provided for our salvation, and the 
preservation of His Church and holy laws. Our obligation 
to the Church far exceedeth all other that we owe to any 
human creature. The wife may depart from her husband, if 
he be an infidel or a heretic ; the bond-slave, if his master 
become a heretic, may refuse to serve him ; yea, ipso JisKio, 
he is made free ; parents, if they become heretic, lose their 

* Turner, 671. f Strype, iii., p. s, App. Na 54. 
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natenl asthoritjr orer their childien. ''Therefore/' said the 
cndinfllf ''let no num manrel that, in case of heresy, the 
a ofci €% n loseth the saperioritjr orer his people and kingdom. 
Hie Fop^" he added, "aeting on a special canon of the great 
Cooicfl of Latcnn, touching the chastisement of princes that 
will ?%ot page thdr dominions of heresy and heretics, hath 
qpeciaOj entreated the King of Spain to take upon him this 
•acred and gloriou s enterprise ; who, by this his Holiness's 
anthority end czhortatioo, mored also not a little by my 
hoable and eontinnal suit, hath consented and commanded 
■ ufc ie nt royal ibroes to be gathered and conducted into our 
itiy.*^ The paUicatkin of this book at Antwerp was an 



*Yct tkis wttf man had but a few years before protetted, **that 
tlie t m/ uud finhen of tlie Society of the Holy Name of Jetut, 
tlie people called Jesoitt (an expreti clante being in the instnic- 
tioos of their minion into England, that they deal not in matters of State, 
which is to be showed, signed with their late generars hand, of worthy 
memory), neither the priests, either of the seminaries, or others, have any 
commission, direction, instruction, or insinuation, from his Holiness or 
any other their superior, either in religion, or of the colleges, to move 
•edition, or to deal against the State or temporal Government ; but only 
by their priesthood and the functions thereof, to do such duties as be 
ffcqnisite for Christian men*s souls, which consist in preaching, teaching, 
catechising, ministering the Sacraments, and the like ** (Apology of ike 
EngUik Seminarifs, p. 71). 

In the same apology, alluding to a publication, very similar both in 
matter and spirit to that which he now fulminated in his capacity of 
cardinal, Allen says : *' Touching some of our late repairing to the city of 
Rome, wherewith we are charged, the principal of that voyage (meaning 
hmiaelf) doth protest that he neither joined with rebel nor traitor, nor any 
or other against the queen or realm ; or traitorously sought or 
any prince or potentate to hostility against the same : forther 
tnvocating upon his soul, that he never knew, saw, nor heard, during his 
abode in the court there, of any such writings as are mentioned in the 
ptoclamatton of July, containing certain articles of confederation of 
tlie Pope, King of Spain, and other princes for the invasion of the realm ; 
rvcr afterward gave coonsel to publish any such thing, though be 
sftRoaM al the day of the date, tliat tone of thoee copies which 
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overt act of hostility ; that of the bull amounted to nothing 
less than a declaration of war on the part of Spain.* The 
queen, therefore, directed Dr. Valentine Dale, who was one 
of her commissioners, to speak with the prince in person, 
charge him in good sort with the things contained in this 
publication, and require from him a direct answer, whether he 
were not appointed general of the army which was then pre- 
paring in Spain, and, as there publicly stated, for the invasion 
of England, t 

The prince made answer, that he knew nothing either of 
the book or bull; nor had he undertaken anything in obedience 
to the Pope, nor attempted anything of himself but honour- 
ably, in the service of the king his master, whom, as his own 
sovereign, he must obey. And for the Queen of England, he 
had so high an esteem for her, for her royal virtues, that, 
next his own king, he honoured her above all persons, and 
desired to do her service. With that desire, he had persuaded 
the king to enter upon this treaty, which would be more 

afterwards he saw when they were common to all the world, do bear. 
Being also most assured that no other English Catholic would or coukl 
be the author thereof, nor (as it may be thought), any other of those 
princes or their ministers, that are pretended to be of the foresaid 
league ; being neither wisdom nor policy, if any such thing were intended 
(as we verily think there was not), much less if it were never meant, to 
publish any such libels to give the realm warning to provide for it ; speci- 
ally all the world knowing that the pinching of the poor Catholics at 
home (a lamenuble case) is their fence to repay for all adverse accidents 
abroad. And it may verily be thought (and so it is certain that some of 
the principal ministers of the forenamed princes have answered, betng 
reminded thereof), that the Protestants, having exercised skill and auda* 
city in such practices and counter-practices (of which France, Flanders, 
Scotland, and other countries have had so lamentable experience), did 
contrive them, to alter her Majesty's accustomed benignity and mercy 
towards the Catholics, into such rigour of justice as in the said edict is 
threatened *' (pp. 15-16). 

* Turner, 672. 

t Bor, 330. Orimcstone, 996. Camden, 409. 



M 



4 ■ 






*|i 




54 ENGLISH SEAMEN 

adnntageous for the English than the Spaniards. ^Forifthe 
Spaniards be areroome," said he, ** thej will soon repair their 
loss ; bat if jou are once vanquished, your kingdom is lost." 
Dale made answer : ** Our queen is provided of strength suf- 
ficient to defend her kingdom : and you yourself, in your 
wisdom, may judge that a kingdom cannot easily be won by 
the fortune of one battle, seeing that in so many years of war 
the King of Spain has not yet been able to recover his ancient 
inheritance of the Netherlands ". ** Be it so,** replied the 
prince: '^ these things are in the disposal of the Ahnigfaty/'* 
Hiis consummate general practised a duplicity more conform- 
able to his religion than his own better nature^ when he denied 
all knowledge of a bull then circulating throughout the 
States which he governed, and a book which had been printed 
at Antwerp^ with the knowledge and approbatkm of the 
authorities that he had himself established there. In ibrward- 
Ing with the utmost activity the preparations for invasion 
during the negotiations, he did no more than circumstances 
fiurly warranted, and his plain sense of duty required : in this 
point, neither party was duped into any loss of irretrievable 
time. Most happily for England, the provinces which the 
Prince of Parma had reduced were not the maritime ones ; 
Flanders alone excepted. He had to seek, therefore, for 
shipwrights and for seamen : the former were brought from 
Italy, which still retained its reputation in this branch : the 
latter from Hamburgh, Bremen, and Embden. He thought 
also to obtain both ships and sailors from Denmark. The 
Danish king had endeavoured to act as mediator for bringing 
about, if that were possible, an accommodation between Philip 
and the States : but his ambassador, proceeding in company 
with some of the prince's soldiers, had been made prisoner by 
the Dutch in a skirmish ; and as they either disbelieved or 
disregarded his pretensions to the character which he assumed. 
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his papers had been opened. This so incensed the king, thmt 
he immediately detained 700 vessels which were bringing 
grain from the Baltic ; for even if former experience had 
taught the Dutch to provide against such a danger, in the 
present circumstances of their country means and leisure for 
such provision were alike wanting, and they must have been 
reduced to immediate distress for food, if they had not, as 
necessity compelled, brought into their ports the French and 
English vessels * coming from the same sea. Spain, there- 
fore, had less difficulty in contracting with the Danes for 
ships, mariners, and " soldiers upon the seas " ; but the Eng- 
lish resident at Copenhagen, having intelligence of this, 
represented to the governors of the king (for he was a minor), 
that this was contrary to the league between the two crowns, 
and nothing conformable to the sincere friendship which had 
subsisted between Queen Elizabeth and the king their master. 
This remonstrance prevailed ; and though the parties pleaded 
their privileges, severe order was taken that no subjects of 
Denmark or Norway, or other parts appertaining to the king's 
dominions, should either then or thereafter serve against the 
queen.f 

But in what was to be effected by human exertions under 
his own superintendence, the prince was in no danger of being 
disappointed. Two and thirty war ships he made ready *t 
Dunkirk, hired for the same purpose five foreign vessels in 
that harbour, and engaged five more from Hamburgh to 
rendezvous there. Seventy flat-bottomed boats were fitted 
out in the little river Watene, each to carry thirty hones, 
with bridges for embarking and landing them ; and at Nieu* 
port about 200 similar vessels, but of smaller size. Here, too, 

* ** Ita vitatum discrimen sola pecuniae a Danis expressae Jactura ; 
quod ipsum tamen et quia rex missos ad sc legatos audire dedignabatur, 
haetit altius multorum animit judicantium minora regna majonim opiboa 
obnoxia teneri ** (Grotios, 105). 

tStrypcas. 
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he coDeeted store of fincinety and aU other materials for throw- 
btg mp eDtrendhments and eonstnictiDg sconces. At Grmve- 
Bnes naBf thousand easks were got together, with cordage or 
chahi-wofffc to conneet them, for forming bridges or bloddng 
hsveasL Stakes for palisades also were prorided, horse 
fimiitur e of eveiy kind, and horses for dranghty *' with ord- 
wmee and aU other necessaiy provision for the war". With 
anch ne^bonri as the Zeelanders and the English at Fliish- 
tag^even Antwerp did not give him the command of the 
Scfaddt ; and he was fiUn, therefore, to deepen and widen 
aoine of those channels by which Flanders is interacted, that 
ddps mi^ be broqght from Antwerp by way of Cheat to 
Bn^gei^ and so to Slays ; or by the Yperlee, which had also 
been deepened, to the other Flemish ports. At Nieuport he 
had thirty companies of Italian troops, two of Walloon, and 
e%ht of Bmguidian. At Dixmnde, eighty of Netherianders, 
sixty Spanish, sixty German, and seven of English deserters, 
uder Sir William Stanley, the traitor : each company con- 
sisted of 100 men, and better troops were never brought into 
the field than those who served under the Prince of Parma : 
. 4000 horse were quartered at Courtray, 900 at Watene. ''To 
this great enterprise and imaginary conquest divers princes 
and noblemen came from divers countries ; out of Spain came 
the Duke of Pestrmna, who was said to be the son of Ruy 
Gomes de Silva, but was held to be the king's bastard ; the 
Marquis of Bourgou, one of the Archduke Ferdinand's sons 
by Philippina Welserine ; Don Vespasian Gonsagua, of the 
house of Mantua, a great soldier, who had been viceroy in 
^lain ; Giovanni de Medici, bastard of Florence TAmedeo, 
bastard of Savoy, with many such like, besides others of 
■aeaner quality." * 
These preparations held the States in alarm, the more so 
the prince endeavoured to make them qiprehend that 

yriflisfloiis, 999t looow BOT| 3^7* 
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his intention was to attack Goes, or Walcheren, or Tholen ; 
on all these points they prepared for defence, and some were 
for cutting dykes, and drowning one part of the country for 
the sake of preserving the other. But the wiser opinion pre- 
vailed, not to incur this certain evil, till its necessity became 
evident ; and the Dutch statesmen inferred that no move- 
ment would be made here till the great Spanish Armada, 
news of which was now bruited abroad, should arrive in the 
narrow seas ; then they judged it would be joined by the 
Prince of Parma's forces, whether the expedition was intended 
against them, or against England first; whichever were 
attacked, they knew that the subjugation of both was in 
view. For themselves, they stood in little fear of the Spanish 
fleet, from which the nature of their coast, in great measure, 
would protect them ; but they were in much greater danger 
from the prince's flotilla, against which their shoals and diffi- 
cult harbours could afford them no security. Straitened as 
they were for means, and with the disadvantage of an un- 
settled Government, they exerted themselves manfully and 
wisely. All the vessels that they could muster were equipped ; 
and after due consultation it was resolved that the larger 
vessels should be stationed between England at the coast of 
Flanders, outside the shoals, the smaller within the shoals, 
and the flotilla of smacks offKleeyenburg, or between Ramme- 
kens and Flushing, according to circumstances. Their feelings 
toward England, notwithstanding the ill blood that had been 
stirred during Leicester's administration, was shown by a 
medal which they struck at this time. On the one side were 
the arms of England and of the united States, and two oxen 
ploughing, the motto TrakUe lequo jugo — draw evenly ; on 
the reverse two earthen pots floating upon the waves, the 
motto Frtmgimur si colUdimur — ^if we strike we break.* 

Meantime, though the negotiations at Ostend were still 

* Qrimestone, 994. Bor, ^18, 
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ctrriedooin policjr by the Spanish ooaimissioneitf there was on 
die perl of the Spanish Gorenunent a disdainful disr^;ard of 
seerecj as to its intentions, or rather a proud manifestation of 
them, whidi, if they had been successful, might have been called 
■Mgnanimoos. The great king had determined upon putting 
ftrth his strength, and so confident were his subjects of 
sneeess, that in the accounts which were ostentatiously pub- 
lidied of its Ibiee, they termed it ^The most fortunate and 
iDTfaicible Armada". The fleet, according to the official 
statement, consisted of 150 ships, having on board 19»S95 
•oldien^ M50 mariners, 8088 gaU^-slaves, and 8680 great 
pieees of brass ; there were, moreover, twenty caravels for the 
service of the fleet, and ten siz-oaredyo/icar. The names of 
the most popular Romish saints and invocations appeared in 
the Domenclatttre of the ships ; and holier appellations, which 
ought never to be thus applied, were strangely associated with 
the GreatOriffin and the Sea Dog, the Cat and the White 
Falcon. There were in the fleet 184 volunteers of noble 
£unily, having among them 456 armed servants. There was 
no noble house in Spain but had a son, a brother, or a nephew 
in the voyage, embarked either at their own cost or in the 
king's pay. The religioners who embarked for the service of 
the fleet, and for after operations, were 180, consisting of 
Augustinians, Franciscans, Dominicans, and Jesuits. Don 
Martin Alarcon embarked, for the good of the heretics, as 
vicar-general of the holy Inquisition ; and implements of con- 
version of a more cogent kind than argument or persuasion 
are said to have been embarked in sufficient quantity. The 
business of reconciling England to the Romish see was com- 
mitted to Cardinal Allen, as it had formerly been to Cardinal 
Pole, and an English translation of the Pope's bull was ready 
for circulation as soon as a landing should be eflected. The 
galleons, being above sixty in number, were *' exceeding great, 
£ur,and strong, and built high above the water, like castles, 
easy, says * contemporary writer, to be fought withal, but 
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not so easy to board as the English and the Netherland ships ; 
their upper decks were musket-proof, and beneath they were 
four or five feet thick, so as no bullet could pass them. Their 
masts were bound about with oakum, or pieces of fazeled ropes, 
and armed against all shot The galleasses were goodly great 
vessels, furnished with chambers, chapels, towers, pulpits, and 
such like : they rowed like galleys, with exceeding great oarSy 
each having 300 slaves, and were able to do much harm with 
their great ordnance." In place of the Marques de Santa 
Cruz, who was dead, the Duque del Medina Sidonia was 
general of this great armament ; Don Juan Martines de 
Ricalde, admiral.* 

In whatever spirit of vengeance this expedition was under- 
taken, and with whatever ambitious views on the part of 
Philip, it cannot be doubted but that he believed himself 
to be engaged in a religious war, and that a great proportion 
of the army embarked with as full a persuasion that they 
were engaging in God's service, as the first crusaders felt 
when they set forth for the Holy Land. The Duque of 
Medina Sidonia, in the general orders issued before his em- 
barkation, said : " First, and before all things, it is to be under- 
stood by all in this army, from the highest to the lowest, that 
the principal cause which hath moved the king his Migesty to 
undertake this voyage, hath been and is to serve God, and to 
bring back unto His Church a great many contrite souls, now 
oppressed by the heretics, enemies to our holy Catholic faith. 
And for that every one may fix his eyes upon this mark, as we 
are bound, 1 do command, and much desire every one to 
enjoin those who are under his charge, that before th^ 
embark, they be shriven and receive the sacrament, with due 
contrition for their sins; which, if it be done, and we are 
sealous to do unto Him such great service, God will be with ut, 
and conduct us to His great glory, which is what partienlarly 

* Grimestone, 998. 
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and principal!}' U intentled." Strict command was f^ven that 
ao one should blaspheme or rage against God, or Our Lady, 
or any of the saints, on pain of condign punishment ; " oaths 
of less quality " were to be punished by deprivation of wine, 
or otherwise., as might seem fitting. Gaming was forbidden, 
■S a provocation to this and other sins : and all quarrels 
between any persons of what quality soever, were tu be sup- 
preued and suspended, as well by sea as by land, even though 
they were old quarrets, so long as the expedition lasted. Any 
breach of this truce and forbearance of arms was to be 
acctKinted as high treason, and punished with death. For 
further security, it wa^ declared that on board the ships 
nothing should be ofTcrrd to the disgrace of any nmn, and 
that whatever happened on board, no disgrace nor reproAch 
•bould be imputed to any one on that account ; moreover, no 
one might wear a dagger, nor thwart any one, nor give any 
provocation, " And for thai it was known that great incon- 
TcnlcDCC and oScnce unto God aroae from conMnting that 
ccnunon women, and (uch like, went in such armies," none 
were to be embarked ; if anypenon lought to cany them, the 
cmptaim mmI maiters of tbe shiiw were ordered not to consent 
thereto : wboaoever did thus, or diawmbled therewith, was to 
be gtievouily punished. Eveiy abip's company was to give 
tbe good-^DOTTOw at day-break, by the main-mast, according 
to nutom ; and at evening, the Ave Maria, and *ome days the 
Sahr Etpua, or, at least on Saturdays, with a litany. A litany 
had been composed for the occasion, in which all archangeli, 
angeU, and nlnti were invaked to assist with their prayers 
•gsinst the English heretics and enemies of the faith. Should 
it happen because of the wind, that the word could not be 
given by the admiral, in tuch case the following words were 
^ipofaited for the day* of the week in order,— Jeau*, the Holy 
Ghost, the Holy Trinitf, Santiago, the Angels, All Saints, 
Oar lady. No men erer set forth tipon • bad caiue with 
better wil^ nor mdcr a stnnger deliufan of p errq ie d tUth. 
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As needful preparations for action, the gunners were in- 
structed to have half-butts, filled with water and vinegar* as 
usual, " with bonnets, old sails, and wet mantles, to defend 
fire " ; and to have shot made in good quantity, and powder 
and match " ready, by weight, measure, and length " ; and all 
soldiers to have " their room clean and unpestered of chests " ; 
" and for that the mariners must resort unto their work, tackle, 
and navigation," their lodgings were to be on the upper worics 
of the poop and forecastle, otherwise the soldiers would 
trouble them on the voyage. " The artillery," said the in- 
structions, "must stand in very good order, and reparted 
among the gunners, being all charged with their balls ; and 
nigh unto eveiy piece his locker, wherein to put his shot and 
necessaries ; and to have great care to the cartridges of every 
piece, for not changing, and not taking fire ; and that the 
ladles and sponges be ready at hand. Every ship shall cany 
two boats-lading of stones, to throw to profit, in the time of 
fight, on the deck, forecastle, or tops, according to his burden ; 
and shall carry two half-pipes, to fill them with water in the 
day of battle, and repart them among the ordnance, or other 
places as shall be thought necessary, and nigh unto them old 
clothes and coverings, which, with wetting, may destroy any 
kind of fire." The wildfire was to be entrusted only to those who 
understood well how to use it, " otherwise it might happen to 
great danger ". That there might be no excuse for neglecting 
these orders on pretence of ignorance concerning them, th^ 
were to be publicly read, thrice a week, in eveiy ship^ by the 
purser. 

Meantime Elizabeth and her wakeful minister! were well 
aware of the danger, and seeing it in its whole extent, th^ 
prepared to meet it with right English spirit The loid lieu* 



* Had then the wtldfire« which was still in use* been derived firom 
that of the Greeks, that vinegar was thought necessary for qMBChiaf 
it? 
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t«naiiu of the MTcnl cotintiM were reqtUnd, bjr dreolar 
ieUcn fiora Um queen, to "call tt^ther the bett wrt of 
fcatlcsBcn nnder their Uentenanqr, and to declare nnto them 
Acae great fireparationa and amgant threatening!, now bant 
fath in aetioo upon the mm, wherein every man'i pnticttkr 
Mat^ In the higbert degree, could be touched in napeet of 
ee unH y , Uber^, wlvea, chiUten, laada. Uvea, and (whldi w«a 
^edallj to be r^arded) the profeirioD of the true and alneere 
id^^onofChrirt. And to Uy before them the inAnUc and un- 
■pcakaUe ndNriea that weald fiUl oat upon anj ndi ehang^ 
whtdi niaerfea were evidently aeen by the fruits nl that haid 
and cmel goremnient bolden in eoontriet not fiv dlatant We 
do hMk," aaid the qneea, " that the moat part of then abould 
Wre, upon thb Initant extraoidlnaiy ocoalon, a lander pro- 
porUea of fiunitu^ both for bonemcu and fbotnten, bat 
eapecially honcnien, than hath been certified ; thereby to be 
in their beat rtrength againit any attempt, or to be em[dayed 
about our own penon, or otherwiae. Hereunto aa we doubt 
not but by your good endeavouri they will be the rather con- 
liMmable, so alao we assure ourselvea, that Almighty God will 
Bo blcsa these their loyal hearts borne towards us, their loving 
aovereign, and their natural country, that all the attempts of 
any enemy whatsoever shall be made void and frustrate, to 
their confusion, your comfort, and to God's high gloiy." * 
Letters also were addressed 1^ the council to the nobility, 
because, in the directions given of late yean for mustering, 
arming, and training all persons, there had been no special 
ones to the nobles, her Majes^ baring "certainly auppoaed 
that it was the natural disposition of the nobility, without 
directioa, to be armed, both for themselves and for furniture 
of bonemen and footmen, according to their ability. The 
conncll, therefore, having a more certain knowledge than by 
f— ■"— report, of what prepantkm wcse made bt^ond the 

*8uypt, ^^I« 
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seas, very likely for the ofTence of this realm, required each 
lord, to whom this communication was addressed, to receive it 
as one whom her Majesty trusted, and as an argument of 
special love. And in regard thereof," the letter proceeds, 
" we do not doubt but that your lordship, with all the speed 
you can possible, will be furnished with armour and weapon 
meet for your calling ; and of your servants and able tenants 
that are not already enrolled in the general musters of the 
country as special trained persons, to make as many horsemen 
as you can, both for lances and light horsemen. And for the 
more increase of horsemen, for want of sufficient number of 
great horse or geldings, we think your lordship may do well 
to increase your number, if you shall provide able men with 
petronels upon horses of smaller stature." * 

A contemporary relates, that " all the noblemen in the 
realm, from east to west, from north to south, excepting such 
only as could not be absent from their charge in the country, 
and some few that were not able to make forces according to 
their desire, came to the queen, bringing with them, according 
to their degrees, and to the uttermost of their power, goodly 
bands of horsemen, both lances, light horsemen, and such 
other as are termed carbines or argelatiers, lodging their bands 
round about London, and maintaining them in pay at their 
own charges. And of these noblemen, many showed the 
bands of their horsemen before the queen, in the fields afore 
her own gate, to the great marvel of men; for tliat the 
number of them was so great, and so well armed and horsed, 
that, knowing they were no parcel of the horsemen limited 
in every country, it was thought there had not been so many 
spare horses of such valour in the whole realm, except the 
north part towards Scotland, whose forces consist chiefly of 
horse." The first who presented himself and his retainers to 
the queen was a Roman Catholic peer, the Vitoount Moun- 

* Strype, iii., part ii., pp. 13, 14. 
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t^^n^ wiio at this tinie profeawd his resolution, ''though he 
was vcfj sicUj, and in age, to live and die in defence of the 
qaeca Mid of his oountij, against all invaders, whether it were 
pope^ hbig, orpotentate whatsoever ; and in that quarrel to 
haaid his life, his children, his lands, and goods. And to 
show his mind agreeablj thereto, he came personalljr himself 
befere the queen with hte band of luMsemen, being almost 200, 
the same being led by his own sons ; and with them a young 
child, vcfj comely, seated on horMback, being the heir of hii 
liouse^ that is, the eldest son to his son and hdr : a matter 
mneh noted ;if many, to see a gmndfether, fether and son at 
one time on hondMdc, afore a queen, fer her service." * 

The ddgy also were caUed upon by the primate, Arch- 
bishop Whitgift. «« Being membiers," he said, "^ of one and 
the selfsame co mm o n weal, and embarked in the like common 
danger with othen, if not more, in respect of our calling and 
public profession of religion, whereby we are also bound to go 
before others, as well in word as good example ; we are, 
therefore, to remember, and advisedly to weigh with our- 
selves what dutiful forwardness against these extraordinary 
imminent dangers, of very congruence, is expected at our 
hands for the defence of our gracious sovereign, ourselves, our 
femilies, and country. And, beside the veiy good expecta- 
tion of the best, the stirring up of those which otherwise are 
but slow to further such service, and the discouraging of the 
common enemy, our willing readiness herein will be a good 
means also to stop the mouths of such as do think those 
temporal blessings, which God hath in mercy bestowed upon 
us, to be too much ; and, therefore, spare not in grudging 
manner to say that themselves are forced, to their great 
charges, to fight for us, while we live quietly at home, without 
providing any munition in these public perils." He required 
the bishops, therefore, as the letter of the council required 



* Copy of a isttcr, sec (HsrL Moss^ •vo sd., iL, p. 76). 
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him, "effectually to deal with those of their cathedral churches, 
and other beneficed men in their dioceses, but especially such 
as were of better ability, for the furnishing of themselves with 
lances, light horses, petronels on horseback, muskets, calivers, 
pikes, halberds, bills, or bows and arrows, as in regard of their 
several abilities might be thought most convenient : and he 
desired them, by all good persuasions, to move sach ecclesias- 
tical persons to be ready with all free and voluntary provision 
of man, horse, and furniture. This present necessary service," 
he said, " being no great charge, and so expedient for every 
one to have in readiness, for the defence of his own person, 
house, and family, upon any sudden occasion." * 

The appeal from such a queen to such a nation was an* 
swered with just and enthusiastic loyalty. The city of London 
set an example worthy of London, such as the metropolis then 
was. When its aid was asked, the Lord Mayor requested that 
the council would state what would be deemed requisite. Ac- 
cordingly, 5000 men and fifteen ships were required. The 
Lord Mayor asked two days for deliberation, and then, in the 
name of the city, prayed that the queen would accept of 
twice those numbers. Six thousand were immediately trained 
and regimented, being armed with muskets, pikes, calivers, 
and bills : the other 4000 were armed and put in readiness, 
and 10,000 more were reported as able men. The artillery 
company, which had originated about three years before, 
proved singularly useful now. At that time, " certain gallant, 
active, and forward citizens," says the old historian of London, 
" having had experience, both abroad and at home, voluntarily 
exercised themselves and trained others, for the ready use of 
war ; so that there were almost 300 merchants, and others of 
the like quality, very sufficient and skilful to train and teach 
common soldiers the managing of their pieces, pikes, and 
halberds, and to march, countermarch, and ring. These 

* Strype's WhUgi/i, book Ui., App. No. 38. 
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■ wwhMit i met enary TuetcUijr to pnctise all points of war. 
Bvoy man bj tnm bore ofderiy officoi from the corporal to 
the captain. Some of them had now cfaaige of men in the 
gicat camp^ and were generilly called captains of the artUleiy 
garden." Most erroneonsljr had Cardinal Allen, and the King 
of Spain, and the Pope judged, when th^ thooi^t that 
KBmbeth and the English nation were to be faitimldated by a 
displi^ of overpowering ibree, and denunciations ** that the 
nalm should be invaded and conquered, that the queen 
flhonld be de str oy e d, and all the nobility and men of reputation, 
of hooonr, and wealth, who should obey her, and defend her, 
and would withstand the invasion, should, with all their 
fcmflic% be rooted out, and thefar places, their honours, their 
h o uses^ and their lands bestowed upon the conquerors I " For 
^these things were universally so odiously tdcen, that the 
hearts of all sorts of people were inflamed, — some with ire, 
some with fear ; but all sorts, almost without exception, re- 
solved to venture their lives for the withstanding of all 
manner of conquest ". The people, firmly devoted as they 
were to their magnanimous and excellent queen, were, by such 
insolent threats, '' thoroughly irritated," says a contcmporaiy, 
^ to stir up their whole forces for their defence against such 
ptognosticatcd conquests: so that, in a very short time, all 
her whole realm, and every comer, were furnished with armed 
men, on horseback and on foot ; and those continually trained, 
exercised, and put into bands, in warlike manner, as in no 
age ever was before in this realm. There was no sparing of 
money to provide horse, armour, weapons, powder, and all 
Dccessaries ; no, nor want of provision of pioneers, carriages, 
and victuals, in every county of the realm, without exception, 
to attend upon the armies. And to this general furniture 
every man voluntarily offered, rery many their services person- 
ally without wages, othera money for armour and weapons, and 
to wage soldiers : a matter strange, and never the like heard 
of in this realm or elsewhere. And this general reason moved 



mtm 



■r— "- 



LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 



67 



all men to large contributions, that when a conquest was to 
be withstood wherein all sliould be lost, it was no time to 
spare a portion." * 

There were some who advised the queen to place no reli- 
ance upon any means of maritime defence, but to expect the 
enemy's coming, and " welcome him with a land battle," as 
her father had resolved to do when he was threatened with 
invasion by a superior fleet ; and as was intended in the time 
of the French Armada, in Richard II.'s reign. But Elisabeth, 
though her reliance was not upon any human strength, knew 
the worth of her seamen, and omitted none of those means 
of defence with which God and nature had provided her. 
The command of the whole fleet she gave to Charles, LcNrd 
Howard of Eflingliam, who had been appointed lord high 
admiral three years before, on the death of the Earl of Lin- 
coln, Edward Clinton. t Tliat office ''seemed to have become 
almost hereditary in the Howard family. The queen had a 
great persuasion of his fortunate conduct, and knew him to be 
of a moderate and noble courage, skilful in sea matters, wary 
and provident, valiant and courageous, industrious and active, 
and of great authority and esteem among the sailors." Him 
she sent early in the year to the western coast with the main 
body of the fleet ; Drake, who was her vice-admiral, joined 
him here, and Hawkins and Frobisher (great names in naval 
history) were in this division. Lord Henry Seymour, second 



* Copy of a letter sent out of England (HarL Muse., 8vo ed., voL ti,, 
63, 64). The editor of this collection mutt have cast a caidets eye over 
this letter, or he would not have supposed that it had really been writtaa 
by a Papist in the Spanish interest. 

*' One strange speech/' says the writer, ** that I heard spoken, may be 
marvelled at, but it was avowed to me for a truth, that one gentleman in 
Kent had a band of 150 footmen which were worth in goods above 150^0001. 
sterling, besides their lands. Such men would fight stoudy bdbia thsgr 
would lose their goods ** (p. 65). 

t Camden, 3S5. 
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MO of tlie Duke of Somenet, was ofdered to lie off the coast 
of Flanden with forty ships, Dutch sod English ; blockade 
tile eaaafn ports there ; and prevent the Prince of Parma 
Iran lionniiig a junction with the Annada from Spain. Ten yean 
befare this time the royal navjconsisted of no more than twenty- 
fimrdiipsof all sises, the laigest being of 1000 tons, the smallest 
under 60 ; all the ships throughout England of 100 tons and 
upwards were but 135, and all under 100 and abore 40 tons 
were65&* But if the ten yean which had elapsed had done 
little toward the augmentation of the royal navy, it had added 
more than any preceding century to the maritime strength 
of the eountiy in that nee of sailon which had been trained 
mp in adventurous expeditions to the new worid. The whole 
number of diips collected for the defence of the eountiy on 
this great occasion was 191t the number of seamen 17,47S, 
the amount of tonnage 31,985. Eighteen of these ships were 
volunteers. There was one ship in the fleet (the Triumph) 
of 1 100 tons, one of 1000, one of 900, two of 800 each, three 
of 600, and five of 500, five of iOO, six of SOO, six of 250, 
twenty of SOO: all the rest were smaller. But, in the 
Armada, though there were only three ships that exceeded in 
siae the Trmmpk, there were no fewer than 45 between 600 
and 1000 tons burden ; and though the English fleet out- 
numbered the Armada nearly by sixty sail, its tonnage 
amounted not to one-half of that of the enemy, t 

For the land defence, somewhat more that 100,000 men 
were called out, regimented and armed, but only half of them 
were trained. Of these the cavalry, with the ' pioneers, 
amounted to 14,000. This was exclusive of the force upon 
the borden, and of the Yorkshire force, which was reserved 
for service northward. Twenty thousand men were disposed 
along the southern coast ; an army of 45,000 was collected 

* CMspbeU, i., 134. 

t Chsnock, voL iL, 15, 17. Twner, 6O7. 
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under the Earl of Hunsdon to guiird the queen's person, who, 
in case of the invaders' success, if she escaped from that 
malignant treason which had so often threatened her life, was 
to have been placed at the Pope's disposal. The band of 
pensioners was attached to this army. Another wte formed 
at Tilbury under Leicester : it consisted of 1000 horse, and 
22,000 foot ; and 2000 troops were requested and obtained 
from Holland to act with this force, which was specially 
intended t^ engage the Prince of Parma, it being understood 
that London was the point for which he would immediately 
aim. '* The Hollanders," says Stowe, '* came roundly in, with 
threescore sail, brave ships of war, fierce and full of spleen, 
not so much for England's aid, as in just occasion for their 
own defence ; these men foreseeing the gpreatness of the 
danger that might ensue, if the Spaniards should chance to 
win the day, and get thv mastery over them ; in due regard 
whereof their manly rvurage was inferior to none." Both 
sides of the river were fortified under the direction of Federioo 
Giambelli, an Italian deserter from the Spanish service, who 
invented the famous fire-ships, or rather floating minety 
employed against the Prince of Parma over the Scheldt at 
the siege of Antwerp. Gravesend was fortified, and western 
barges brought thither with the twofold intent of constructing 
a bridge like that of Antwerp, for blocking the river, and 
affording a passage for horse and foot between Kent and 
Essex, as occasion might require. Arthur, Lord Grey of 
Wilton, Sir Francis Knolles, Sir John Norris, Sir Richard 
Bingham, and Sir Roger Williams were appointed, as ex- 
perienced soldiers, to consult upon the best means of defence. 
They advised that the most convenient landing-places for the 
enemy, whether coming from Spain, or from theLowCountriety 
should be well manned and fortified, '* namely, Milford Haven, 
Fahnouth, Plymouth, Portland, the Isle of Wight, Porta- 
mouth, that open coast of Kent which we call the Downs, 
the Thames mouth, Harwich, Yarmouth, HtilL And that the 
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tmiDed bands all aloog the nuuritiiiie comities thoold meet in 
omt apoD a signal given, to defend the said parts, and do 
their best to prohibit the enemjr's landing. And if the enemy 
did land, to lay all the eountiy waste roond abont, and spoil 
an things that might be of any use to them ; that so they 
■i%ht ind no food hot what they brooght with them on their 
sfaonldcfs ; and to busy the enenqr night and day with oon- 
thmal alarmi^ so as to give them no rest ; hot not to put it to 
tile hasard of a battle, till more commanden with their com- 
psBies were come to them— one commander being nominated 
in cfcrf shire.*' * 

The boll, Csrdfaial Allen's treasonable appeal to the English 
Bmnanlsts» and tlie opinion confidently expremed in Spain, 
that they would, as soon as Spanish aid aflbrded them 
oppoff tm i^, cast off the queen's yoke, and attempt something 
m s m or a ble lor her destruction,t had rendered them objects of 
suspicion ; and there were evil counsellon who argued that 
the Spaniards abroad were not so much to be feared as the 
Plspists at home ; that no invasion would be attempted were 
it not in reliance upon their co-operation ; and, therefore, that 
for the sake of public safety, the heads of this dangerous party 
ought to be taken off; alleging, as an example, that in Henry 
VIIL's time, when, at the Pope's instigation, the emperor 
and the King of France were about to invade England, their 
intention was abandoned as soon as he had put to death the 
perKms whom he suspected of fiivouring it This Elizabeth 
justly condemned as wicked counsel : on account, however, of 
the general murmur^ she thought it prudent not only to 
secure the priests and seminarists, but to commit some of the 
principal laity to custody, part in Wisbeach Castle, others in 
the btohop's pahMse at Ely.^ This was not an indiscriminate 

*Caaidai,4o6. t Sciype, ifoL iiL, p. 33. 

tCsBidsn,406L Copy of a letter, etc, 66, Stijpen WhUgifi^ l.^ ^2$- 
93^ 
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measure, nor can it be judged from the event to have been a 
needless one ; for, after the failure of the Armada, when they 
might have been enlarged upon signing a bond, they took 
exception at a clause in it, engaging '* for their good behaviour 
to the queen and the state," because, they said, it seemed to 
touch them in credit ; they offered a form of their own, which 
was properly suspected of some mental reservation ; and, in 
fact, three of the persons who were thus committed were 
afterwards engaged in the Gunpowder Plot 

While all human means for defence were provided by the 
queen and her wise ministers, they did not neglect to implore 
that aid without which all human means would have been un- 
availing. A form of prayer, " necessary for the present time 
and state,'* was set forth, and enjoined to be used on Wednes- 
days and Fridays every week, in all parish churches. " One of 
these prayers deserves," says Stiype, "to be recorded, in 
eternal memory of this imminent national danger : " it ran 
thus : " O Lord God of Hosts, most loving and merciful 
Father, we. Thy humble servants, prostrate ourselves before 
Thy Divine Majesty, most heartily beseeching Thee to grant 
unto us true repentance for our sins past ; namely, for our un- 
thankfulness, contempt of Thy word, lack of compassion 
toward the afflicted, envy, malice, strife and contention among 
ourselves, and for all other our iniquities. Lord, deal not 
with us as we have deserved : but of Thy gremt goodness and 
mercy do away our offences ; and give us grace to confess and 
acknowledge, O Lord, with all humble and hearty thanks. 
Thy wonderful and great benefits which Thou hast • bestowed 
upon this Thy Church and people of England, in giving unto 
us, without all desert on our part, not only peace and quiet- 
ness, but also in preserving our most gracious queen. Thine 
handmaid, so miraculously firom so many conspiracies, perils, 
and dangers. We do instantly beseech Thee, of Thy grackNis 
goodness, to be merciful to Thy Church militant here upon 
earth ; and, as at this time, compassed about irith most strong 
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and ntblle adven«riet. And, espedaUy, O Lord, let Thine 
eae mi e t know, and make them eonfeai, that Hum hast re- 
eeifed England (whidi they, moat of all for Thy Gospel's 
sakfl^ do malign) into Thine own protection. Set, we pray 
Thee, O Lofd, a wall about it, and erermore mightily defend 
it Let it be a comfort to the aiBicted, a help to the oppressed, 
a defonee to Thy Choreh and people persecuted abroad. And, 
fcraimuch as Thy cause is now in hand, we beseech Thee to 
direct and go before our armies, both by sea and land. Bless 
and proqper them, and grant onto them, O Lord, Thy good 
and hoooufable success and ▼ictoiy,as Hum didst to Abraham 
and his company against the four mighty kings ; to Joshua, 
against the fore lyings, and against Amalek ; and to Darid, 
against the strong and mighty-armed Goliath ; and as Thou 
nsest to do to Tbj diiUren when they please Thee. We ao- 
kuow ledge all power, strength, and victory to come nom 
Thee. Some put their trust in chariots, and some in 
hoTMs ; but we will remember Thy name, O Lord our God ! 
Thou bringest the counsel of the heathen to nought, and 
makest the devices of the people to be of none effect . There 
is no king that can be saved by the multitude of an host ; 
neither is any mighty man delivered by much strength. 
Therefore we pray unto Thee, O Lord ! Thou art our help 
and our shield ! " * '' This," says Stiype, '' we may call a 
prayer of foith, in regard of the strong hopes of success to be 
gnmted to this kingdom professing the Gospel" And such 
is the emphatic and scriptural language in which the prayers 
of the Qiurch of England have always been composed ; such 
the sober and earnest devotion which they breathe ; such the 
Mjpiiit of Christian humility in which they are conceived. 

Histoiy never impresses itself so strongly on the imagination 
as when, in great emergencies, it presents us with the hopes 
and feelings of the people in their own words. Never, indeed, 

* Stiype, vol aii., pi ii., i>*i7* 
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had England been threatened with an equal danger since the 
Norman conquest ; that was a danger of which there was no 
general apprehension throughout the nation ; nor was it in 
itself so formidable ; and even the evils which it brought upon 
the Anglo-Saxon people were light in comparison with the 
horrors of a Romish persecution, and a war such as that which 
was then raging in the Netherlands, when there were no 
such defensive advantages as the Netherlanders possessed in 
their strong places and the nature of their country. If ever 
national prayers proceeded from the heart of a nation, it was 
at this momentous crisis. One of the most passionate was 
framed in these words : " For Preservation and Success against 
the Spanish Navy and Forces. O Lord God, Heavenly 
Father, without whose providence nothing proceedeth, and 
without whose mercy nothing is saved ; in whose power lie 
the hearts of princes, and the end of all their actions ; have 
mercy upon Thine afflicted Church, and especially regard 
Elisabeth, our most excellent queen, to whom Thy dispersed 
flock do fly, in the anguish of their souls, and in the seal of 
Thy truth. Behold how the princes of the nations do band 
themselves against her, because she laboureth to putge Thy 
sanctuary, and that Thy holy Church may live in security. 
Consider, O Lord, how long Thy servant hath laboured to 
them for peace, but how proudly they prepare themselves 
unto battle. Arise, therefore, maintain Thine own cause, and 
judge Thou between her and her enemies. She seeketh not 
her own honour, but Tliine ; nor the dominions of others, but 
a just defence of herself ; not the shedding of Christian bkx>d, 
but the saving of poor afflicted souls. Come down, theref<m, 
come down, and deliver Thy people by her. To vanquish is 
all one with Thee, by few or by many, by want or by wealthy 
by weakness or by strength. Oh I possess the hearts of our 
enemies with a fear of Thy servants. The cause is Thine, the 
enemies Thine, the afflicted Thine : the honour, victory, wad 
triumph shall be Thine. Consider, Lord, the end of oyr 
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caterpriwt. Be present with ns in our anniei, and make a 
jofM peaee for Thy Christiana. And now, sinee in this 
cxtienie neeessity Thou hast put into the heart of Thy 
oenrant Deborah, to provide strength to withstand the pride 
of Sisera and his adherents, bless Thou all her feroes bj sea 
and land. Grant all her people one heart, one mind, and one 
atrengtii, to defend her perMn, her kingdom, and Thy true 
idigion. Give untoaD her eouneil and eaptalns wisdom, 
w ariness and courage, that they mqr qieedify prevent the 
devices, and valiantly withstand the feroes of all our enemies ; 
Aat the fimie of Thy Goqiel may be qpread unto the ends of 
die woffUL We crave this in Thy mercy, O Heavenly Father, 
tat the precious death of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 



In this frith, with these preparations, and with a natkmal 
spirit thus roused, the queen and the English people awaited 
the coming of the enemy. It was towards the latter end of 
May t that the then called Invincible Armada sailed firom the 
Tagtts for Corunna, there to take on board the remainder of 
the land forces and stores. Cardinal Albert of Austria, then 
Viceroy of Portugal, gave it his solemn blessing before it 
departed, and it set forth with all the confidence % that could 
be derived from military and naval strength, and an entire 
belief that all the saints in the Romish Litany would befriend 
it On the SOfh, the lord admiral and Sir Francis Drake 
sailed from Plymouth : their fleet *^ amounted to 100 sail, 
whereof fifteen were victuallers, and nine voluntaries of Devon- 
shire gentlemen, many a serviceable man returning back for 

ScrypSf book u.« App. No. 54* 

t ICott of the old aoooantt nj the 19th. One which Mr. Tomer 
SdHowb malcct it the 2$th, The Dutch writers tay the agth or joth, and 
with this Camden agreea ; but the earliest date acoords with tlie account 
giveB to Drake by thm hulk from S. Lncar. 

: -With the greatest prkleand glory,** says Sir W. IConsey, •• and least 
dsabtofvicloiy that ever aay nation did** (p^ 156). 
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lack of employment or place ". The easterly wind with whidi 
they set forth " continued but a short time ; yet, nererthe- 
less," says Drake, ''all men were so willing of service, and none 
more than my lord admiral himself, that we endured a great 
storm (considering the time of the year), with the wind 
southerly and at south-west, for seven days ; and longer we 
had, had not the wind come westwardly, and that to much, 
as in keeping sea, we should have been put to leeward off 
Plymouth, either for Portland or Wight, which places had not 
been so meet, either for the meeting of the enemy, or reliev- 
ing ourselves of those wants which daily will be in to great 
an army of ships ". He had met with intelligence that the 
enemy were at sea, and he inferred that either they would 
very shortly be heard of, or else go to Corunna, and there 
" make their full rendezvous ". " I assure your good loitl- 
ship," said he in his letter to Burleigh, ''and protest it before 
God, that I find my lord admiral so well affected for all 
honourable services in this action, as it doth assure all his 
followers of good success and hope of victory. Thus humbly 
taking my leave of your good lordship, I daily pray to God to 
bless her Majesty, and to give us grace to foar Hhn. So shall 
we not need to doubt the enemy, although they be many. 
From aboard her Majesty's good ship the Revenge, riding in 
Plymouth Sound, this 6th of June, 1588. Your good lord- 
ship's very ready to be commanded, Francis Drake." This was 
the first despatch relating to the operations of this great 
campaign. 

The storm which the English encountered dismasted some 
of the enemy's ships, dispersed others, and occasioned the lost 
of four Portuguese gallejrs. One sunk ; a Welshman, David 
Gwynne * by name, who had been a galley-slave among these 
merciless people eleven years, took the opportunity of regain- 

* Hakluyt, 596. Speed, 8^. Bor, 321, 32s. In the latter aathor tiia 
details arc given. 
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iiig his libertj, and made hfamelf master of another, captured 
one galley with it, was joined by a third, in whieh the slaves 
were eneoorsged to rise by his example, and carried the three 
into a French port The Armada, after this ominous com- 
mencement of the voyage, put back to Comnna ; the lord 
admiral having received intelligenoe that it was broken in the 
storm, condoded rightly that its ''storm-shaken" ships would 
return thither, and he set sail with the first fair wind, hoping 
to attadL them in the harbour. But when he was not fiir 
fiom the coast of Spain, the wind came suddenly about into 
the south ; and he, lest they should effect thefar passage with 
that wind, un pe r c ei ved, returned to the entrance of the 
channel ''I myself," he wrot^ ''do lie in the midst of the 
channel, with the greatest force; Sir Fhmds Drske hath 
twenty ships, and four or ^twt pinnaces, which lie towards 
Usiiant ; and Mr. Hawkins, with as many more, lieth towards 
Scilly. Thus we are fiiin to do, or else with this wind they 
might pass us by, and we never the wiser. The Sleeve is 
another manner of thing than it was taken for : we find it by 
experience and daily observation to be 100 miles over: a 
large room for me to look unto ! " * Yet the delay of the 
enemy, and the report of what they had suffered, not from 
the storm alone, but also from sickness, deceived both tlie 
admiral and the Government ; the ships withdrew, some to 
the coast of Ireland, the admiral, with the greater part of the 
Beet, to Plymouth, where the men were allowed to come 
ashore. Many of them were discharged, f and the officers 
amused themselves with revels, dancing, bowling, and making 
merry. The queen was verily persuaded that the invasion 
was not to be looked for this year; and in that rash confi- 
dence the secretary Walsingham wrote to the admiral to send 
boek four of the tallest ships royal, as if the war for that 
were surely at an end. HappOy for England, and 

*T«a6r,675,n. 111001011,157. 
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most honourably for himself, the Lord Effingham, though he 
had relaxed his vigilance, saw how perilous it was to act as if 
all were safe. He humbly entreated that nothing might be 
lightly credited in so weighty a matter, and that he might 
retain these ships, though it should be at his own cost. This 
was no empty show of disinterested leal ; for if the service of 
those ships had not been called for, there can be little doubt, 
tliat in the rigid parsimony of Elisabeth's Government, he 
would have been called upon to pay the costs.* 

Meantime the Armada, having completely refitted, sailed 
from Corunna on the 12th of July. The Duque de Medina 
Sidoniaf had been ordered to keep along the coasts of 
Bretagne and Normandy; and if he met with the English 
fleet, to keep on the defensive, and avoid an action ; and to 
repair to the road of Calais, there to wait for the PHnce of 
Parma : when their junction should have been affected, he 
was then to open the sealed instructions, which were directed 
to both. But as the news of the damage which he had sus- 
tained misled the English Government, so did the information 
which he received that the English were off their guard in- 
duce him to depart from his orders ; " yet this was not done 
without some difficulty, for the council was divided in opinion ; 
some held it best to observe the king's commands, others not 
to lose the opportunity of surprising our fleet in harbour, and 
burning and destroying it". This course was strongly advised 
by Diego Flores de Valdez, on whom the duke most relied, 
because of his experience ; and with that determination they 
steered their course for England. The first land with which 
they fell in was the Lisard : they mistook it for the Ram's- 
head ; and ''night being at hand, they tacked off to sea, mmlting 

* ** A man employed rather for his Inrth than experience ; for so many 
dukes, marquises, and earls voluntarily going, would have repined to 
have been conunanded by a man of less quality than themsehfas** 
(Monson). 

t Camden, 4x0. 
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meetmnt ta the Mwnrii^ to mttempt tba shipi in FlTinonth ".* 
Om ThoBiM Flemliig, ■ liidcjr pinte, had got >i^t of them 
•ffths Limd, aai hMtcned to Pljrmouth with the Intelligeneei 
-^t ma of sneh importatM^ that be obtained hia pardon for 
it, and ■ peaaian duiag life. It bkl been little hwked for,— 
and the wind at that time "Uew atitt/ into the hatbour". 
AH hand* wete got on boanl with all apeed ; the ah^ were 
warped oat with great difficult, « bnt indeed with dngular 
diligoica and iDdottry, and with admirable aiacri^ of the 
aeaaaen, whom the lord admiral encouraged at their balse^ 
week, towing at « cable with hi* own handa. " I dare bcridly 
^i" aaya Poller, "that he drew mon^ thon^ not by bbi 
pctMN^ bj hia preaence and muaqde, than toy ten in the 
pUee." He got oat himaelf that nl^t, with on^ ili: ahipa ; 
aoewfcar and twenty came pat on the morrow, and with these, 
Aeogh they wen aame of the malleat of the fleet, he atood 
oat to meet the enemy, reaolring to Impede their p rogr eie at 
all haaarda. 

The next day the Armada was seen, "with lofty turrets 
lilce castles, in front like a halC-moon ; the wings thereof 
qweading out about the length of mvcd miles, sailing very 
alowly, tlMHigh with full sails, the winds," says Camden, 
"being as it were weaiy with wafting them, and the ocean 
groaning under their weight ". The intent of surprising the 
fleet in harbour being frustrated, they passed Plymouth, the 
Fngi<»h willingly suffering them to pass, that they might chase 

'HooMo. In ■ discoorse of Sir Robert Slingib/i it ii said: "Hsdit 
not baan far tbe English privateer Fleming. VsMei's counsel to bam 
onr Beet as thej Ujr in bubour without men had taken effect. Tlic 
Spaniards* ignorsnce in k* affisirs taking the Lisard Ibr the RarnVbead, 
aad tacking off that ni^t, lost their opponnnity of destroying out fleet 
in P^BOBtfa Soond And althoagh King Philip's coBniel lor bis fleet to 
■ailalaag A* eeast of Franca was great and good, jet betng to be put in 
paetim by gaotleatea ignotant in sea aSslcs. aad p r efc tiad ooly far their 
bartk, it lest lbs (Sect H mi^ bavabad,and Mtally ovarthiew aH theit 
4sB^- (Chanech, Fnfaeh la>*i.). 
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them in the rear, witit a iureright wind. And on the 
the lord admiral tending the D^/iawce pinnace forward, de-> 
nounced war * by diichaqpng her ordnance, and preaentijr hit 
own ship, the Ark Royai, thundered thick and forioiaaly apoo 
what he supposed to be the general's ship, but it proved to 
be the vtcenulmiral's, Alonso de Lejira's. Soon after, Drake, 
Hawkins, and Frobisher plajed stouUj with their ordnance 
upon the rear of the enemy, where Ricalde, the admiral, coi»- 
manded ; that officer endeavoured to prevent his ships frooi 
flying to the main fleet, till his own ship was rendered nearly 
unsenriceable, and he was then fain, "with much ado,** to 
hasten thither himself. " The duque then gathered together 
his fleet, which was scattered this way and that way, and 
hointing more sail, held on his coune with what speed be 
could. Neither could he do any other, seeing both the wind 
favourc<l the English, and their ships would turn about with 
incredible celerity which way soerer they pleased to charge, 
wind, and tack about again." The Spaniards then felt a 
cause of weakness in their excess of strength, ** their greal 
ships being powerful to defend but not to offend, to stand b«t 
not to move, and therefore far unfit for fight in those narrow 
seas ; their enemies nimble, and ready at all sides to annoy 
them, and as apt to escape harm themselves, by being low 
built, and easily shot over. Therelbre they gathered them- 
selves close in form of a half-moon, and slackened sail, thai 
their whole fleet might keep together. After a smart tight, 
in which he had injured the enemy much, and sufEered little 
or no hurt himself, Ijord Fifingham gave ottr the actioa* b#> 
cause forty of his ships were not yet come up, having scaredy 
indeed got out oi the haven.** f 

Duhng the night, the SL CmUUmm, which had 

*'*Ftr«, tmolM, snd tchoiaf csaaoim,** tays gpssi. 
fsrky . snd bttikts. moti frsdy iattrcksAfsd 
olsachodMr'sauiid.'* 

t Haklayt, 595. g pssi. i6a Ciiisa, 411 
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pntij, WM taken into the midit of the fleet to be Kpaiml ; 
■nd Oqneoda'i ahip (of SOO tom) wh Kt on fire (H !■ wid) 
hjr a Flenidi gnmier, irfHMc wife bMl beeo aJMMed «nd hlnt- 
■df ovtr^ed by the ^^^w^ii^MiwIhig officer of the titM^ oo 
bond. It wM pert of tbeir genoMl ordcn, thftt if any ihip 
took in, tboee that were near were to make from her, Mud- 
h^ bowerer , tbebr bdet* to iBCCOur her; thli wm m> well 
ubemul that no other ahip wu iqjnred, and the fire waa 
qncfidMd,thoa^ not before the upper worki were oanMuned; 
bat More diligence than homanltj was shown In tbii^ tat after 
taking oat whaterer wm of value that could be tmnd, when 
tbqr abandoned the hulk thej left in It mne fif^ of their 
eB untrj MCP, "mlaerabl; hurt", lliat nlgh^ also, In the con- 
brim wlildi thia fin oecaaioned, Valdea's galleon ran foul of 
another ship, broke her foreinast, and wai left behind, and 
none coming to her utiatance, " the iiea being tcmpestuoua 
and the night dark," the lord admiral supposed that the men 
had been taken out, sjid without Utrjing to take possession 
of the prise, passed on with the Bear and the Mary fVolf, 
that he might not lose sight of the enemj in the darkness. 
He thought that he was following Drake's ship, which ought 
to have carried the lantern that night ; it proved to be a 
Spanish light, and in the rooming he found himself in the 
midst ot the enemy's fleet, "but when he perceived it, he 
eleanljr eoDveijed hiniscif out of tlut great danger". In the 
esgcnieM of hope Drake had forgotten or disregarded his 
ocden, and engaged in close punult tit live great ships, which 
be soppoaed to be enemies, but which, when he came up with 
tbeni, proved to lie Easterlings, holding tbeir couiae hy these 
eontending fleets, and protected Ixm hem from all duigcrof 
pirates. But the whole of the Eng'^^h ships, except the two 
which followed the admiral into so perilous a sitaatkm, lay to 
during the night, because the Unteni was not to be seen, 
Bor did tbej recover sight of the admbal till the fiillowing 
•siBiBg. Drake hfanself had the good fixtwM to foU bi with 
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Valdezy who, after some parley, surrendered, seeing that 
sistance must have been vain. The prise was sent into Ply- 
mouth ; and Drake's men paid themselves well with the spoil 
of the ship, wherein were 55,000 ducats in gold, which thej 
shared merrily among them. The hulk of the galleon was 
also carried into Weymouth, to the great joy of the beholden ; 
though the upper works had been consumed, and most of the 
crew burned. The gunpowder in the hold had not taken fire, 
" to the grest admiration of all men ".* 

On Tuesday, the £3rd, the Spaniards were oft Portland, and 
the wind came about into the north, so that they ** had a 
fortunate and fit gale for invading the English". But the 
English, ''agile and foreseeing all harms, recovered the 
vantage of the wind ". After they had for some time 
manoeuvred for this object, they prepared on both sides for 
action, the Spaniards " seeming more incensed to fight than 
before. And fight they did, confusedly, and with variable 
fortune ; for on the one side the English manfully rescued 
some London ships that were hemmed in by the Spaniards, 
and on the other the Spaniards as stoutly rescued their 
admiral, Ricalde, when he was in danger." " On this day was 
the sorest fight, yet with no memorable loss on either side." 
A great Venetian ship and some smaUer ones were surprised 
and taken by the English. On their part Captain Cock died 
with honour in the midst of the enemies, in a small ship of 
his own. Though this was the most furious and bloody 
skirmish of all, the loss was little, because the English, having 
given their broadsides, presently stood off, never exposing 
themselves in close action, but satisfied with levelling their 
guns with sure aim against those great ships, ^ which were 
heavy and altogether unwieldy. Neither did the lord admiral 
think good to adventure grappling with them, as some unad- 
visedly persuaded him. For the enemy had a strong army In 

* Hakluyt, 597, 598. Speed, 860. Camden, 41a, 
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bis fleet, but he had none : their ships were of bigger 
burden, stronger and higher built, so as their men fighting 
fium those lofty hatches must inevitably destroy those who 
abould charge them from beneath. And he knew that sn 
overthrow would endamage him much more than a victory 
would advantage him. For if he were vanquished he should 
very much endanger all England ; and if he conquered he 
■bould only gain a little honour for beating the enemy." On 
the other hand the Spnnianls were not less wary: they 
" gathered themselves close into a roundel, their best and 
grcmtest ships without, securing the smaller and those which 
bad suffered most " ; so that it was apparent that they meant 
u much as possible to avoid fighting, and hold on to the place 
appointed for their juuction with the Prince of Panna.' 

There was no wind stirring on the morrow, and only the 
four great galleasses were engaged, tliese hnving much ad- 
taaXmge, bj reuoa of their tmn, while the English were 
beohned i the English, howerer, galled the enemy with 
ebain-chot, therewith cutting asunder their taeklingi and 
coidage. But they were now constrained to send ashore for 
gnnpowder, the want of which ministered displeasure, it is 
aaid, if not suspicion to many, that a scard^ should thus be 
felt OD our own coast. Those persons did not reflect how 
freely it had been expended during the three preceding days. 
The nme day a council of war was held, and it was resolved 
that the fleet should be divided into four squadnmi under the 
coounand of the four " most skilful oarigatcns, whereof the 
k«] admiral in the Ark Royal was chief, Drake In the Rtvengt 
kd the Mcond, Hawkins the third, and Fiobisher the fourth. 
Out of every squadran, also, small vessels were appointed to 
give the onset and attack the enes^ on all ^es simul- 
taneoosly in the dead of the oighL" This design took no 
efleet far want of wind. The Spaniatdi,meantinM!,"o)Merved 

•Hsktayt,3gt. 8pMl,8Se. Csaiiw, 41s. ^ 
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very diligent and good order, sailing three and four, and 
sometimes more, in a rank, and following close up one after 
another, and the stronger and gp-eater ships protecting the 
lesser ". The morrow was Santiago's day, and the Spaniards 
not improbably were animated by the hope that their patron 
saint might exert himself as visibly that day on their behalf 
as they had been taught to believe he had so often done 
against the Moors. The SL Anna not being able to keep up 
with the rest was set upon by some small ships : three gal- 
leasses came to her rescue ; against these the lord admiral 
himself advanced, and Lord Thomas Howard in the Golden 
Uon: their ships being towed, because of the calm, they plied 
their guns with such effect that the galleon was not brought 
off without much difficulty, and from that time no galleasses 
would venture to engage. By this time they were off the 
Isle of Wight ; and according to the Spaniards, the English, 
encouraged as it seems by success in the last encounter, 
battered the Spanish admiral (then in the rear of his fleet) 
with their great ordnance, approached closer than they had 
before done, and shot away his mainmast ; but other ships came 
to his assistance, beat them off, and set upon the English 
admiral, who escaped only by favour of the wind which sprung 
up when he most needed it* The English relate that they 
shot away the lantern from one of the enemy's ships, and the 
beak-head from a second, and did much hurt to a tliird, and 
that Frobisher extricated himself with great ability firmn a 
situation of great danger. The lord admiral knighted the 
Lord Thomas Howard, Lord Sheffield, Roger Townsend, 
Hawkins and Frobisher for their behaviour on that day. Both 
parties appear to have demeaned themselves gallantly, and 
\ both to have been rendered more cautious. The Spaniards 
j say that from that time they gave over what they call the 

I pursuit of their enemy; and they despatched a firesh meweDger 

^Ca m d en, 413. Turner, 679. 
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to Uie Mnee €i Fumay aiging him to effbet hit junetion with 
them M aooo m poMihle, and withal to send them some great 
diot, lor they had expended theirs with more prodigality than 
eieet Without knowing of this intention on their part, the 
Em^ish also came to a resc^ution that they would make no 
finrther attadc upon the Spaniards, till they should arrive in 
tiie Straits €i Calais^ where they should be joined by Lord 
Henry Sqrmoor and Sir Wflliam Winter, with their squad- 



That same di^ the lord admiral reeeiTed welcome assurances 
fioB Havre that no attempt in aid <tf the enemy would be 
made by the Guises, which there had been reason to ap- 
prehend. His own force now was continually Increased by 
ships and men, resorting to him '^ out of all havens of the 
leahn ; lor the gentlemen of England hired ships from all 
paita at their own charge, and with one accord came flocking 
thither as to a set field, where glory was to be attained and 
&ithful service performed unto their prince and their country". 
Among the volunteers who thus came out were the Earls of 
Oxfcnd, Northumberland, and Cumberland, with many others, 
whose names are conspicuous in Elisabeth's famous reign, the 
most illustrious of them being Walter Raleigh. So with a 
dear sky and a fair south-west wind the Armada held on its 
course, closely followed by the English fleet On the evening 
of the 27th the Spaniards came to anchor before Calais just at 
sunset : their intention had been to hold on for Dunkirk in 
expectation of being joined there by the prince ; but they 
were told by the pilots that if they proceeded any further 
they would be in danger of being carried by force of the tide 
Into the northern sea. The English, also, anchored here, and 
within cannon shot Stjmtmr and Winter had joined with 
their squadrons. ^ And now were there in the English fleet 
1 40 sail, all of them ships fit lor fight, good sailors, nimble and 

^Caaadsn, 144. Haklsyt, soq. 




LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 85 

tight for tacking about which way they would." Hitherto the 
whole brunt had been borne by not more than fifteen of 
them. 

The conferences at Ostend had continued up to this time ; 
but when the firing was heard at sea " all dissembling was laid 
aside ". The Prince of Parma has been accused of more dis- 
simulation than was consistent with his honourable chanu:ter, 
for having solemnly assured the English commissioners tliat 
the Armada was not intended against England, if the terms 
for which they were treating should be agreed on. There 
seems to have been no duplicity in this, because in that case 
it would immediately have been directed against the united 
provinces. Honourable dealing, however, was so little 
practised, or so little understood, in those times, that these 
commissioners thought themselves in danger, because no 
hostages had been taken for their safety ; and when they 
obtained a passport and a convoy to the frontiers, ** they gave 
g^reat thanks to the Spanish commissioners, and much com* 
mended the prince's honourable disposition in that he had so 
justly kept his word with them".''^ That prince, as soon 
as he was assured that the Armada was on its way, had 
made over his command in the Netherlands to the old Lord 
of Mansfelt ; and in tliat same spirit of Romish devotion, in 
which the expedition was set forth, went in pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Halle, the most noted idol in those countries, that 
he might obtain her patronage and protection in this great 
attempt at the conquest of England. Returning from thence 
he repaired to Dunkirk, where he was to embark : there he 
heard the firing on the coast, found that Stanley's' regiment 
of deserters was the only one which had embarked^ and that 
' the other troops were as little willing to go on board the ships 

as the ships tliemselves were likely to get out of the har- 
bour.f 

* Grimestone, 996. f Ibid^ 1003. 
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It had been concerted with the States, that n squatlmn of 
■bout thirty ships, under Cornelius Lonke van Roscnckcl, 
■hould unite with Seymour's squadron, and take its station 
between Dover and Calais. It had sailed with this intention, 
bnl a storm had compelled it to put baek to Zeeland ; and 
•omc of the English, ton prone to put a sinister interpretation 
upon all the actions of their allies, compUined of this, as 
if there had been an intentional breach of faith. But the 
•quadron performed better service than if the original plnn 
bad been carried into effect ; for, when the weather allowed 
ofitsa^in coming forth, it joined the Admiral of Zeeland, 
Juitinus van Nassau, and the Vicc-Admiral of Holland, Jonker 
Rcter v«n der Does, who had with them about live and thirty 
■ail of from 80 to 250 tons : 1200 soldiers were on board, 
•elected from all the regiments in the service of the Stales, af 
good soldier*, accustomed to sea-service j and with part of 
thi* fleet thejr watched everj creek and haven in Flanden, 
and with the remainder blockaded Dunkirk.* In vain did 
the Duke of Medina Sidonia despatch mencnger after mea- 
■enger to the prince, urpng him to send forty light veueb 
for the immediate protection of the Armada, cumbered as it 
wai by the nnwieldy strength of its own ship*, and entreating 
hira to put to aea with his amy, that they might proceed to- 
gether to the Thames. His flat-bottomed boats were leaky ; 
hii proviiioaa were not ready ; his men were not willing ; the 
aailon bad been brought together by oompulsion, and were 
deserting as fiut as they could from what they knew to be a 
desperate service : the galley* which might have cleared the 
way &r him (if it couM have been cleared) had been lost on 
the voyage ; and the great general of his age knew that if be 
attempted to sail from Dunkirit in the &ce of the Dutch fleet 
It vnnld be wilfully exposing himself and his army to Imminent 
and ccftain destn>etlan.f Yet, unless some eioit were mad^ 

* Bar. jst, ss). tlhd. 




LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 87 

all these mighty preparations would be frustrated, and Spain 
would suffer a loss of reputation not to be repaired ; and he 
promised, if wind and tide permitted, to join them within 
three days.* 

Fair as the hopes of the English were at this time, and 
admirable as their conduct had been from the hoar that the 
Armada came in sight, it has been justly observed t that the 
Spanish duke had thus &r conducted his great expedition with 
as little evil and annoyance as could have been reasonably 
expected. The danger to England was still undiminished. 
The Armada had arrived unbroken at the point intended for 
its junction with the force from Flanders : it still appeared 
invincible to all except the English and the Dutch, and except 
those also who, in the confidence of its invincibility, had em- 
barked in it While it lay off Calais, in this anxious interval 
of expectation, " Flemings, Walloons, and French came thick 
and threefold to behold it, admiring the exceeding greatness 
of the ships and their warlike order. The greatest kept the 
outside next the enemy, like strong castles, fearing no assault; 
the lesser placed in the middle ward. "J At this time the 
English might regret the loss of Calais ; but never were the 
councils of England more wisely directed. The Spanish thipSy 
" as castles pitched in the sea, had their bulks so planked 
with great beams, that bullets might strike and stick, but never 
pass through, so that little availed the English cannon, except 
only in playing on their masts and tackling ". In this respect 
they seemed as invulnerable as the floating batteries employed 
against Gibraltar. And their height was such, that our 
bravest seamen were against any attempt at boarding them. 

* Camden, 414. Orimestone, 1003. Tomer, 680. 

t Turner, 679. 

I Stowe, 748. ** Fresh victuals were strtight brought abroad. Captains 
and cavaliers might have what they would for their OMMicy, and gave the 
French so UberaUy, that within twelve hours an egg was worth sixpeoet, 
besides thanks.** 
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These things had been well prepended bj Elizabeth's ministers, 
and the lord admiral was instructed to convert eight of his 
wont vessels into fire-ships. The orders arrived in such good 
time, and were obeyed with such alacrity, that within thirty 
hours after the enemy had cast anchor off Calais these ships 
were disburdened of all that was worth saving, filled with 
combustibles, and all their ordnance charged ; and their 
tides being smeared with pitch, rosin, and wildfire, they were 
sent, in the dead of the night, with wind and tide, against 
the Spanish fleet ; " which when the Spaniards saw the whole 
tea glittering and shining with the flames thereof, they 
remembered those terrible fire-ships which had been used in 
the Scheldt, and the fearful cry of ' The fire of Antwerp ! ' " 
ran through the fleet They apprehended not the danger of 
Brt alone, but all the evils that ''deadly engines and murderous 
inventions " could inflict : some cut their cables ; others let 
their hawsers slip, and in haste, fear, and confusion, put to 
sea, " happiest they who could first be gone, though few or 
none could tell which course to take ".* 

In this confusion, the largest of the galleasses, commanded 
by D. Hugo de Moncada, ran foul of another ship, lost her 
rudder, floated about at the mercy of the tide, and making 
the next morning for Calais, as well as she could, ran upon 
the sands. There she was presently assailed by the English 
small crafl, who lay battering her with their guns, but dared 
not attempt to board, till the admiral sent a hundred men in 
his boats, under Sir Amias Preston. The Spaniards made a 
brave resistance, hoping presently to be succoured by the 
Prince of Parma, and the action was for a long time doubtful. 
At length Moncada was shot through the head, the galleass 
was carried by boarding, and most of the Spaniards, leaping 
into the sea, were drowned. The Veedor of the fleet, D. 
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Antonio de Manrique, was one of those who reached the 
shore ; and he was the first person that carried certain news 
to Spain of their ** now vincible navy ". This huge bottom, 
manned with 400 soldiers and 300 galley-slaves, had also 
50,000 ducats on board ; '* a booty/' says Speed, ** well fitting 
the English soldiers' affections ". Having ransacked all, and 
freed the slaves from their miserable fetters, they were about 
to set that vessel of emptiness on fire ; but the Governor of 
Calais would not permit this, fearing, it is said, the damage 
that might thereupon ensue to the town and haven. He fired 
therefore, upon the captors, and the ship and ordnance 
became his prize.* 

The duke, when the fire-ships were first perceived, had 
ordered the whole fleet to weigh anchor and stand off to 
sea, and when the danger was over, return every ship to its 
former station. The latter part of this order they were too 
much alarmed to wait for or to heed ; and when he returned 
himself, and fired a signal for others to follow his example, 
the gun was heard by few, " because they were scattered all 
about, and driven by fear, some of them into the wide sea, 
and some among the shoals of Flanders ". Little broken yet 
in strength, though now losing fast the hope and the confi- 
dence with which they had set forth, they ranged themselves 
again in order off Gravelines ; and there they were bravely 
attacked. Drake and Fenner were the first who assailed 
them: Fenton, Southwell, Beeston, Cross and Reyman 
followed; and then the lord admiral came up, with Lord 
Thomas Howard and Lord Sheffield. They got the wind of 
the enemy, who were now cut off from Calais Roads, and pre- 
ferred any inconvenience rather than change their amy or 
separate their force, standing only upon their defence. " And 
albeit there were many excellent and warlike ships in the 
English fleet, yet scarce were there two or three and twenty 

* HaUvyt, Strype, Camden, iU w^. 
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•noog them all wliich matched ninety ot the Spanish thipa 
in bignea^ or eould conveniently aatanlt them. Wherefore, 
mabig their prerogative of nimble steenge, whereby they could 
lam and irield themsehrei with the wind wtddk way they 
lifted^ they came oftentimes Toy near upon the Spaniards, 
and diaiged them so sore, that now and Uien they were but 
a pike's length asunder; and so continually giving them one 
broadside after another, they discharged idl their diot, both 
groat and small, upon them, spending a whole day, from 
momioig till night, in that violent kind of conflict"* "We 
had sodi advantage," says Lord Monmouth, ''both of wind 
and tide, that we had a ^orious day of them, continuing 
fi^t from four o'clock in the morning till five orsix at night" 
Daring this action the Spaniards, "lying dose under their 
fighting sails," passed Dunkirk with a south-west wind, dose 
fiBllowed by their enemies. Their great ships wero fcrand 
vulnerable in the close action of that day; many of them 
wero pierced through and through between wind and water : 
one was sunk by Captain Cross, in the Hope: from the few 
of her people who were saved, it was learnt that one of her 
officers, having proposed to strike, was put to death by 
another ; the brother of the slain instantly avenged his death, 
and then the ship went down. Two others aro believed to 
have sunk. The SL Philip and the SL MaUkew, both Portu- 
guese galleons, wero much shattered. D. Diego de Pimentel, 
in the latter, endeavoured to assist the former, but in vain ; 
fiMT being " soro battered with many great shot by Scjrmour 
and Winter," and the roast shot away, the Si. Philip was 
driven near Ostend : as a last chance, the officers endeavoured 
to make for a Flemish port; but finding it impossible to bring 
the ship into any firiendly harbour, they got to Ostend in the 
boat% and the galleon was taken possession of from Flushing. 
The 8L MattAop sufiered so much, and leaked so fitft, that the 
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duke sent a boat to bring Pimentel and some of the chief 
persons on board his own ship. A sense of honour withheld 
them from abandoning their men, and looking solelj to the 
preservation of their own lives. The duke then charged 
them to keep company with him ; but this was impossible : 
in that danger the one vessel could not slacken its course, 
and the other could make little way ; for the water came in 
so fast that fifly men were employed at the pumps. Seeing 
himself thus necessarily forsaken, Pimentel resolved to run 
aground on the Flemish coast ; but here he was discovered by , 
some of the Dutch ships, which had tlieir station upon that 
coast ; and, after losing some forty of his men in vain resist- 
ance, struck to Pieter van der Does. The ship sunk in one 
of the Zeeland ports ; and its flag was suspended as a trophy 
in St. Peter's Church at Leyden ; a city which had been in no 
light degree beholden for its own glorious deliverance to the 
illustrious family of Dousa.* 

Still the duke did not despair of eventual success : an un- 
expected respite was afforded him ; for the English had 
expended their ammunition, and were forced to send for a 
supply ; and taking advantage of a strong west-north-wester, 
the Armada made an effort to regain his position in the straicsy 
that the prince might join them. The spirit in which this 
resolution was taken was better than the seamanship: that 
wind carried them towards the shallows and sands on the 
Zeeland coast ; and glad were they when it came to the south 
and enabled them to avoid the dangers by which they must 
otherwise soon have found themselves surrounded. That day 
Drake wrote to Walsingharo : '' We have the army of Spain 
before us, and mind to wrestle a pull with him. There was 
never anything pleased better than seeing the enemy flying 
with a southerly wind to the northward. I doubt not, but 
ere it be long, so to handle the matter with the Duke of 

* Bor, 335. Haklnyt, 60s, 603. Camden, 415. Orimestoae, 1004. 
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Sidottia, that lie iludl with hioMelf at St BCai/s Port, among 
hi! Tine tree& God give na grace to depend upon Him ; ao 
alian we not doabt y/ktotj, tor our cauae ia good." But the 
liopea whidi Diake entertained of a brilliant Tictorj* were 
not to be fulfilled. Enough had been achieved by the oouncila 
and the hand <tf man. Thatpfovidenoe which had confounded 
the devicea €i the enem j effected by the agency of the 
dcmenla the leat The duke adviaed with hia officera in the 
evening what courw, after theae unexpected diaaatera, ahould 
be pormed.- They were now experimentally convinced that 
the En^iah excelled them in naval atrength. Several of their 
largeat ahipa had been loat, othen were greatly damaged : 
there waa no port to which they could repair ; and to force 
their imj through the victorioua Engliah fleet, then in tight 
and amounting to 140 tail, waa plainly and co nfet a cd ly im- 
poatible. They rew^ved, therefore, upon returning to Spain 

* ** And here,** layi Sir William Monion, " wai opportunity offered us 
to have followed the victory upon them ; for if we had once more offered 
them fight, the general, it was thougjht, by persuasion of his confessor, 
was determined t0 3rield; whose e::|miple, 'tis very likely, would have 
made the rest to have done the like. But this opportunity was lost ; not 
through the negligence or backwardness of the lord admiral, but merely 
through the want of providence in th<^se that had the charge of furnishing 
and providing for the fleet. For at tlix *; time of so great advanuge, when 
they came to examine their provisioc^'hhey found a general scarcity of 
powder and shot, for want whereof ;hdy were forced, to return home« 
Another opportunity was lost, not niuqh inferior to the other, by not 
sending part of our fleet to the west of Ireland, where the Spaniards, of 
necessity, were to pass, after so many dangers and disasters as they had 
endured. If we had been so happy as /^ have followed their course, as it 
was both thought and discoursed of, w^ had been absolutely victorious 
over this great and formidable navy, for t4iey were brought to that neces- 
ntj, tliat they would willingly have jrid^ed, as divers of them confessed 
tliat were shipwrecked in Ireland. By tliis we may see how weak and 
fseble the deigns of man are in respect of the Creator ; and how indif- 
faaotly Ha dealt betwixt the two natiods, tooittimcw giving ooat>eome* 



the other, the advantage, yet to th|at He only orderad the battle 
lCkm€kUi*$ C^iltriiam. iii^ leoU 
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by a northern course ; and in that determination, '' having 
gotten more sea room for their huge-bodied bulks, spread 
their mainsails, and made away as fast as wind and water 
would give them leave. But surely/' says Speed, " if they 
had knovm the want of powder tliat our fleet sustained (a 
fault inexcusable upon our own coasts), they no doubt would 
have stood longer to their tacklings. But God, in this, as in 
the rest, would have us to acknowledge, that we were only 
delivered by His own gracious providence and arm, and not 
by any policy or power of our own." The lord admiral left 
Seymour to blockade the Prince of Parma's force, and followed 
what our chroniclers now call the Vincible Armada, not with- 
out some apprehension that they might put into Scotland; 
but leaving Scotland on the west, they bent towards Norway, 
" ill-advised, but that necessity urged, and God had in&tuated 
their councils, to put their shaken and battered bottoms into 
those black and dangerous seas ". And the English having, 
in Drake's words, " cast them so far to the northward, that 
they could neither recover England nor Scotland, thought it 
best to leave them to those boisterous and uncouth northern 
seas ".♦ 

But while the loss which they had hitherto sustained was 
as yet uncertain, and the opinion on shore was that they 
would return to the straits, it was still thought probable that 
the Prince of Parma might effect a landing. Elizabeth^ who 
had not easily been dissuaded from her intention of being 
present in the battle wherever it should be fought, went to 
the camp at Tilbury. From the time that camp was formed, 
a true English spirit had been shown there. "It was a 
pleasant sight," says the good London chronicler,t who him* 
self had seen it, ''to behold the soldiers as they marched 
towards Tilbury, their cheerful countenances, oottiagfous 

* Htkluyt, 603. Speed, 86a. Tomer, 681. 
tSlowe,744. 
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«■■& In the camp their moat felid^ wm the hope of 
i^itiog with the enemy, where, oftthnei, diren Rnmmn ran 
•f their Ibea' approach, and that preaeot battle would be 
givca them; then were they ai joyfiil at aneh newa aa if 
hnty glaiita wen to ran a race." When the qnecn came 
"fidl of princely rcaolntion, and more than 
' ihe nide thnngfa the nnka with a 
in her hand, and nmetlmea with a martial 
pwe, another while Rently, like a woman ; « IncredlUe it ii," 
a^ Camden, "how modi At enco ura ge d the hearts of her 
eaptaina and nldien by her preacnce and ber word* ". "I 



able to matdi the {voodeat Spaniard! that dare land in 
England I" Her tpeedi at tbla atemonUc time hai been 
|auu«ul,* and weH mif^t it animate them. "My loring 
people," ihe laid, "we hare been persuaded by eome that are 
orelul of our lafetf to take heed how we commit ounclvea 
to armed multitude!, (or fear of treachery ; but I assure you 
I do not desire to live to distrurt my faithful and loving 
people. Let tyrants fear 1 I have always so behaved roy- 
•elf, that, under God, I have placed my chiefest strength and 
safeguard in the loyal hearts and good-will of my subjects ; 
and, therefore, I am come amongst you, as you see, at this 
time, not for my recreation and disport, but being resolved 
in the midst and heat ofthe battle, to live or die amongst yon 
all, to lay down, for my God, for my kingdom, and for my 
people, my honour and my blood even in the dusL I know 
I have the body but of a weak and fieeble woman, but 1 have 
the heart and stomach of a king, and of a king of England 
too; and think it GmI scorn that Parma, or Spain, or any prince 
of EttTOpe, ahoold dare to invade the borders of my realm ; 
to whidi rather than any dishonour riioohl grow by me, I 

■ SomM'i IVarti (Bom's sdMoo), L, lay. 
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myself wiU take up arms, I myself will be your general, judge, 
and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field. I 
know already for your forwardness you have deserved rewards 
and crowns ; and we do assure you, on the word of a prince, 
they shall be duly paid you. In the meantime my lieutenant- 
general shall be in my stead, than whom never prince com- 
manded a more noble or worthy subject, not doubting but 
by your obedience to my general, by your concord in the 
camp, and your valour in the field, we shall shortly have a 
famous victory over those enemies of my God, of my kingdom, 
and of my people." 

While she was at dinner that day in the general's tent, 
there came a post with tidings that the Prince of Parma and 
all his forces had embarked for England, and that his arrival 
with all possible speed was to be looked for. The news was 
immediately published through the camp ;* and assuredly, if 
the enemy had set foot upon our shores, they would have 
sped no better than they had done at sea, such was the spirit 
of the nation. This intelligence was soon disproved; but 
after it was certain that by God's mercy the danger had been 
averted, some time elapsed before the fate of the Armada 
was ascertained. Statements of its success were confidently 
circulated upon the continent, arid credited according to the 
wishes of the hearer. It was affirmed that great part of 
the English fleet had been taken, great part sunk, and the 
poor remainder driven into the Thames " all rent and torn " ; 
that they were utterly discomfited, and that Drake was 
made prisoner.t Poems were composed in honour of the 
victory, as poems had been composed to predict it. It was 

* Turner, 683, note. 

t ** And that there wm found in his ship a piece of twenty-five spans, 
or one quintal of munition, made on purpose, of one only shot, to sink 
the Admiral of Spain ; but it pleased Ood, though she was hurt therewith, 
yet the was repaired again, and overcame the English fleet ** (Stfjpti 
App. B, ii., No. 55). 
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bdieved ut Rome that Elinbeth wm taktn, and Enc^and 
coo qii cred ; and Caidinal Allen Is aaid to haTe made a feast 
In Iioooiir of the e^ent, and inTited to It the Scotch, Irish, 
and FngP*f>^ who were In that city ! But in vain, meantime, 
was the ship looked for in the Spanish ports that should 
bring good tidings home! The onhappjr fleets after the 
En^^ilsh had given o?er the pursuit, threw their mules and 
hones overboard lest their water should fiuL They knew 
that thej had no relief to ezpeet in Scotland, and that 
Norwi^ could not supply their wants; so taking some 
eaptnied fishermen for pilots^ thej safled between the 
Oikn^ and the Feroe IsUnds ; and when thej had reached 
the latitude of sixty-two, and were some iOO miles from any 
land, the duke oidered them each to take the best course 
they could for Spain. He, himself, with some Are and 
twenty of the ships that were best piovided, steered a 
straight course, and arrived in safety. The others, about 
forty in number, made for Cape Clear, hoping to water there ; 
but a storm from the south-west overtook and wrecked many 
of them upon the Irish coast Their treatment there is the 
only drcumstance in the whole history of this enterprise 
which is disgraceful to an English name. For the lord 
deputy. Sir William Fitswilliam, fearing they should join 
the rebels, and seeing that Bingham, the Governor of Con- 
naught, refused to obey his merciless orders concerning them, 
sent his deputy marshal, "who drove them out of their 
hiding-places, and beheaded about £00 of them". The 
queen condemned this cruelty from her heart, though no 
such punishment as he deserved was inflicted upon Fitswilliam. 
Tended at this, the other Spaniards, "sick and starved as 
they were, committed themselves to the sea in their shattered 
vessels, and veiy many of them were swallowed up by the 
waves ".^ But with some of the officers who csciqped this 
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butchery T3rrone concerted his rebellion.* It is supposed 
that more than thirty of their ships perished off the coast of 
Ireland, with the greater part of their crews. Two vessels 
were cast away on the coast of Norway. Some few, having a 
westerly wind, got again into the English seas ; of these, two 
were taken by tlie cruisers off Rochelle, and one (a great 
galleass) put into Havre. About 700 men who were cast 
ashore in Scotland were there humanely treated ; and, with 
Elizabeth's consent, were, at the Prince of Parma's request, 
sent over to the Netherlands. Relics of this great destruction 
are still sometimes brought to light It is not long since the 
remains of an anchor, which appeared to have belonged to 
the Armada, was picked up in a fisherman's trawl off Dover ; 
and in 1832 one of their cannon t was found on the coast 
of Mayo. Of the whole Armada, only fifty-three vessels 
returned to Spain ; eighty-one were lost ; and of 30,000 
soldiers who were embarked, nearly 14,000 were missing, the 
prisoners being about 2000. 

Philip's behaviour when the whole of this great calamity 
was known should always be recorded to his honour. He 
received it as a dispensation of Providence ; and gave, and 
commanded to be given, throughout Spain, thanks to God 
and the saints that it was no greater. 

England having thus been ** delivered by tlie hand of the 
Omnipotent, and the boar put back that sought to lay her 
vineyard waste," Elizabeth ordered a solemn thanksgiving 
to be celebrated at St Paul's, where eleven of the Spanish 
ensigns were hung upon the lower battlements, " as palms of 
praise," says Speed, "for England's deliverance, a show, no 
doubt, more acceptable to God than when their spread coloun 
did set out the pride of their ships, threatening the blood of 

* Fiennet Moryion, 8. Carte's Ormond, i^ 58. 
t It it now in Lord Sligo's poiictsion. 
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•o manjr iimooent and fidthfal Christians ". On the following 
6Kf, which was Soothwaric &ir, the same flags were displayed 
«pon Loodoo bridge. They were finally suspended in St 
Faal'a. Less peridiaUe trophies were deposited in the 
Tower, where many of the arms taken in the captored ships 
aie still piesenred ; and not a few instruments of torture, 
wickedly derised, but more probably intended for the punish- 
ment of oflenoes on board, than for the use of their inquisitors, 
who^ if the conquest had been effected, might have found 
md(S in England, and would hatre had fire and fiiggot at 
command. Another great thanksgiving day was celebrated 
oo the anniTcrsaiy of the queen's succession, which was long 
and most fitly observed as a holiday in these kingdoms : one 
of greater solemnity, two days after, throughout the realm ; 
and, on the Sunday following, the queen repaired as in public, 
but C3uistian triumph, to St Paul's. Her privy council, her 
nobility, the French ambassador, the judges, and the heralds, 
attended her. The streets were hung with blue cloth, " the 
several companies, in their liveries, being drawn up on both 
sides the way, with their banners in becoming and gallant 
order ". Her chariot * was made in the form of a throne with 
fiwr pillars, and drawn by four white horses ; alighting from it 
at the west door of St Paul's, she there knelt, and, with 
great devotion, audibly praised God, acknowledging Him her 
only defender, who had thus delivered the land from the rage 
of the enemy. Pierce, Bishop of Salisbury, who was her lord 
almoner, preached a sermon, " wherein none other argument 
was handled, but only of praise and glory to be rendered 
unto God. And, when he had concluded, the queen herself 
(like unto another Joshua, David and Josias), with most 
princely and Christian speeches, exhorted the people to the 
due performance of those religkHis services of thankfulness 

*** Coaches,** says Camden, ** were not then eo macb in nee among 
princes ss now thqr are aflBonget private nMa.** 
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unto God."* It was manifest, indeed, that oyer-ruling 
Providence had preserved them. Well and properly has it 
been observed by the ablest of our naval biographers^f that, 
great as were the exploits of the English fleet, they were at 
nothing compared with what the elements wrought for Eng- 
land ; and that this our ancestors proclaimed with one accord, 
" breathing the pure spirit of that blessed Reformation which 
had been so recently achieved for them ". The people of 
England have never, since the Norman conquest, been 
chastised by the hand of a foreign enemy : when their own 
folly and their owa sins have brought upon them God's 
judgments, the instructive punishment has been administered 
by their own hands. 

Lord Effingham was rewarded with a pension. The queen 
many times commended him and the captains of her ships, 
as men bom for the preservation of their country. A greater 
service it has never fisillen to the lot of any Englishman to 
perform. "True it is," says Fuller, "he was no deep sea- 
man (not to be expected from one of his extraction) ; but he 
had skill enough to know those who had more skill than 
himself, and to follow their instructions, and would not starve 
the queen's service by feeding his own sturdy wilfulneti, but 
was ruled by the experienced in sea matters; the queen 
having a navy of oak, and an admiral of osier." He did 
good service afterwards at Cadiz, being joint commander 
with the Earl of Essex in that fiunous expedition, and, for 
that service, was advanced to the title of Earl of Nottingham, 
as descended from the Mowbrajrs, some of whom had been 

* Memoirs of CsUbraisd Naval Commanding illustrated by engravings 
firoDi original pictures in the Naval Gallery of Greenwich Hospital, bf 
£<iward Hawke Locker, Esq. I cannot refer to this work without re- 
gretting that Mr. Locker should have been compelled by ill health to 
limit to a single volume a work for which he was in evsiy respect so 
eminently qualified. 

t Speed, 86a. Camden, 418. Stfype« 27. 
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Ctfb of that eowntj. On the apprehensioii of another 
invaakiii, at a time when it was known that Enez entertained 
iwh and danfevons designsy Loid Nottin^^iam was entrusted 
with the eommand of both fleet and army, ^with the high 
and rerj mmsiial title of Loid Lientenant-General of all 
England; an oflice searoely known to fimner, never owned 
of socceeding times^ and which he held with almost regal 
aathority for the npmot of six weeks, being sometimes with 
the fleet in the Downs, and sometimes on shore with the 
ftrees ".* It was to him, who, the queen said, was ^bom to 
serve and save his eoantij," that Essex, after his insane 
insur rec t ion, yielded himself a prisoner; and to him that 
the queen, upon her death, made that wise and constitutional 
dedamtion concerning her successor : ^ My throne has been 
held by princes in the way of succession, and ought not to go 
to any but my next and immediate heir ". 

James continued him in his post of lord admiral, appointed 
him lord high steward at his coronation, sent him ambassador 
to Spain, and chose him for one of the commissioners to treat 
of a union between England and Scotland. The last honour 
which fell to his lot was that of convcjring the elector palatine 
and his bride, the Princess Elisabeth, to Flushing. At the 
age of eighty-three he resigned his post, retaining, by special 
patent, the precedence which it had given him ; and, in his 
eighty-seventh year, dying in peace at Haling House, in 
Surrey, was buried in the fiunily vault under the chancel of 
Ryegate Church. His office had been "of great profit, prises 
being so frequent in that age ; but great," says Fuller, " his 
necessaiy, and vast his voluntary, expenses ; keeping seven 
standing houses at the same time : so that the wonder is not 
great if he died not veiy wealthy ". 



*Campban,i.,377. 







THE EARL OF CUMBERLAND 

AMONG the naval adventurers who distinguished them- 
selves during Queen Elizabeth's reign, there was no 
one who took to the seas so much in the spirit of a 
northern sea king as the Earl of Cumberland. Some of his 
most noted contemporaries were sailors by their vocation, 
some became so incidentally when called upon in the queen's 
service, and others pursued that course with the hope of 
repairing a broken fortune, or of raising one ; but it was this 
nobleman's mere choice, which he followed to the great 
injury of his own ample estates, and to the neglect of all 
his private and domestic duties. 

George Clifford, in the male line of his fiunily, fourteenth 
Baron Clifford of Westmoreland, and sheriff of that county 
by inheritance, and in the same descent thirteenth Lord of 
the Honour of Skipton in Craven, and also Lord Vipont and 
Baron Vesey, was bom in his father's castle at Brougham, on 
the 8th of August, 1558. Few names are more conspicuous 
than that of Clifford in the York and Lancaster wars, none 
more distinguished for fidelity to the cause it had espoused ; 
and Shakespeare has given it a wider renown than could 
have been conferred by genealogists and chroniclers. To this 
fiunily, also. Fair Rosamond belongs ; and the Shepherd Lord, 
whose memory is embalmed in everlasting verse. Lord 
Clifford was yet a boy when his father began to treat concern- 
ing his marriage with a daughter of Francis, second Eari of 
Bedford ; and he was in the twelfth year of his age when hit 
fiither died Upon the first intelligence that such an •rent 
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wat likely, Bwiford, upon the alleged ground of tliis marriage* 
treat}', made suit to the queen for the wardship, and it was 
granted hira. Tlie boy was at Battle Abbey when the earl 
died at Brau£ham: no doubt he had been placed there to 
receive the first pari of his education in the family by whom 
that venerable edifice was then possessed. It seems not to 
have been unusual in those day» for youths of rank to connect 
thcmsetves with both universities ; thus this earl is said to 
hare been educated at Peter House, Cambridge, and also to 
have studied at O^iford, under the tuition of Wbitgifl, after- 
wards archbishop; "and here he obtained some knowledge 
in the arts, and especially in the mathematics, which did not 
only incline hira thereto, but rendered him more fit for mari- 
time employment". Before he was nineteen he was married 
in St Mary Overy's Qiurch, Southwark, to his long-engaged 
■pouse, the Lady Margaret Russell, who was some two years 
younger. 

The eaA U nid to have eicclled all the noble* of his time 
in tilting, » that in nich exhibitions he waa always the 
qoeen'a champion ; and in thii and other costly recrcationa 
be ooosumed much of hii ample pabimonj. Elisabeth made 
him Knight of the Garter, and appointed him to be one of the 
fcfty pceia by whom the Queen of Scots was tried, and one of 
the four earls who were present at the catastrophe of that 
tngedy. His first maritime adventure was designed for the 
South Seas : he did not embark in it htniself, but fitted out at 
his own coat the Sed Drvgm of 860 toni, and the barque 
Clifird of 130 : a pinnace of Raleigh's and another ship 
completed the force, and Master Robert Withrington was the 
coounander. Instead of p™ -"g the Sbaits of Magellan, 
Withrington thought be might make a more profitable venture 
bf phmdering Babia ; but the Jesuits, with their 4ndian 
archers, preaerved that city; and the cxpeditiwi having 
committed macb havoc npon the coast of Bnsil, with little 
gain, ha resolved vpoo ntnraiiig bone,—* leMilutioa whidi 
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was " taken heavily of all the company/' and heard by them 
in silence, "for very grief to see my lord's hopes thus 
deceived, and his great expenses cast away ".* 

In the ensuing year he sailed for Slujrs, hoping to assist 
Sir Roger Williams in the defence of that town against the 
Duke of Parma ; but it had surrendered before his arriTal. 
He bore his part in the defeat of the Armada, on board the 
Bonadveniwre, Captain George Raymond, when, sajrs Purchas, 
" they won that honour that no sea can drown, no age wear 
out ". The queen was so satisfied with his behaviour, that 
she gave him a commission to go the same year to the Spanish 
coast as general ; and for his greater honour and ability, was 
pleased to lend him the Golden Lion, one of the ships royal, 
to be the admiral; but he victualled and furnished it at 
his own cost. Afler some fight he took a merchant ship 
in the narrow seas; but it was now late in the autumn: 
contrary winds baffled his course: he was compelled to cut 
away his mainmast in a storm, and returned when it was 
impossible for him to prosecute what Purchas calls his true 
designs, t 

" His spirit remaining, nevertheless, higher than the winds, 
and more resolutely by storms compact and united in itself," 
he obtained of the queen one of the royal navy called the 
Victory ; with which, two small ships, the Meg or Margaret 
and a caravel, set forth at his charges, and with 400 men on 
board, he sailed from Plymouth in June, 1589- The Margaret^ 
being not able to endure the sea, was sent home in a few dA3rs, 
with two French ships, which, belonging to the party of the 
League, were deemed fair prises. The eari was not very 
scrupulous on such occasions. He fell in with eleven ahipt 
from Hamburgh and the Baltic : after a few shot, they sent 

* SarracoU, loo. Hakluyt, iii., 769-778. HUiory of BrmMtl^ L, 377, 

378. 
t Purchas, part iv., 1x43. 
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thrir muten on board, showinfj their passports; these were 
Rspcrted for lliemst-lves, but not for some property belonging 
bi B Jew of Lisbon, wliich they confessed was on board, and 
which was valued at 45DO/, He thrn made for the Ar^res, 
hoistet) Spanish colours when he came in sight of St. Michael's, 
wtd in a ni-;ht expedition succeeded in cutting four ships out 
of the road ; one of them, however, proved to be a Londoner, 
tnding there under the Scotch flag, and with a Scotch pilot. 
Hti great object was to intercept the carracks, and so reim- 
bunc himself for all his costs. At Floren he manned his 
boAts, nnd obtained refreshments as being », friend to the 
prior, Don Antonio, whose pretended title to the Portuguese 
crown was acknowledged by England. " From thence rowing 
a ihip-boanl, the boat was pursued two miles by a monstrous 
fish, whose fins many times appeared about the gills above 
water four or five yards asunder, and his jaws gaping & yard 
and a half wide, not without great danger of overturning the 
pinnace, uid devouring (ome of the company." But from 
this, which was as formidable to the earl'i txwt u hU ship 
was to a hannless tnder, they at latt escaped. Here be met 
and "accepted into consort" Captain Daviet, with hii ship 
and pinnace. Captain Markecbury, in a (hip of Raleigh's, and 
tbe barque Limt. 

The earl knew not at this time how nanowly the home- 
ward-bound fleet from the East Indies had escaped him. 
Seven of its huge and lichlj laden vessels bad sailed for 
Europe eaiiy in the year, separately, aa they were ready, but 
with orders to rendesvons at St Helena, and from thence to 
| wo m d in company, no danger being apprehended from 
craiaen on the first part of the voyage, bat much afterwards. 
The richest of these vessels suffered, on the coast of Natal, 
one of the most lamentaUc ahipwrecki of which the details 
have been recorded ; the others reached the Aamvs in the 
middle of July; and MMae of the smaller emiaers fell In with 
them wboi the^ were ill aUe to defend thosadvci. What 
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with the length of the voyage (for they had been six months 
on the way), the scarcity of water and of provisions, and the 
bad quality of the stores that were left (for every kind of 
knavery was practised in the equipment of the Portuguese 
ships), the scurvy was making great ravages on board ; and 
every day men who had been some dajrs dead were discovered 
in the places whither they had crept that they might lie 
down and die in peace.* If the light vessels which played 
about them and harassed them, in the hope, as it seemed, 
of delaying them till others should come up, had been aware of 
their condition, they might have carried some of them almost 
without resistance ; for there was the utmost confusion as well 
as misery on board. Those who were in the best plight showed 
no disposition to assist their weaker comrades, all seeking 
to secure themselves with all speed under some of their own 
fortresses ; while the English insulted them with reproaches 
for their cowardice, and annoyed them with musketry, and 
with such small pieces as vessels of thirty tons could carry. 
The Portuguese, however, made their way good to Tercera, 
and anchored in the road before the city of Angra : there, to 
their dismay, they found that the island was in arms^ expecting 
to be attacked by Drake, and that instructions had arrived 
from Portugal, ordering them to remain there till they should 
receive further directions. The alarm occasioned by the 
destruction of the Armada, the attempt upon Lisbon, and the 
activity of the English privateers, was such, that it was thought 
better to expose these rich ships to the danger of an un- 
sheltered road in the worst season of the year than let them 
run for the Tagus. Luckily for the Portuguese officers they 
were not expected to render more obedience to the Govern- 
ment than they could exact from their men ; after a gale 
from the south had driven one of the ships on shorc^ the 

* Lintchoten, c. xcvi. 
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oUier oipUiiii fc n t ur ed to act upon their own jodgmenty and 
Mil for Lisbon^ where thej happily arrived.* 

Some EngUflh priaonen who stole from Tercera in a small 
boat, having no other yard for their mainsail than two j^pe 
staves fell in with the eari, and gave him the miweloome 
tidings that these carracks had safled from that island a 
week befiire. This induced htm to return to Fayal (where he 
had just taken some small Guinea ships and sent them to 
England) : he now landed ther^ and took possession of the 
town* consisting of about 500 wdMmilt houses. It was 
abandoned at his a|qpiaach. He set a guard to preserve the 
churches and^jnonasteries, and stayed there four days, till a 
lansom of SOOO ducats was brought him, mostly in church 
plate. He shipped from the platform fifty-eight pieces of 
iroo oidnance; and the Governor of Graciosay as if to deprecate 
such a visit, sent him sixty butts of wine. Here a Wejrmouth 
privateer, which arrived with a Spanish prise worth 16,000/., 
brought news that the West India fleet was expected ; and 
after plying three or four dajrs to and fro in rough weather, 
he saw it,^(ifteen sail in number, enter Angra Roads ; but he 
being " too far to leeward, and they being strong and fortified 
with castle and fort," he could miUce no attempt upon them ; 
and the pinnace which he left to observe them returned with 
information that they had "taken off their sails and down 
their topmasts, with the intention of longer stay ". The earl 
then made for St Michael's, and was there repelled from 
watering ; next he went to St. Maiy's, where he found two 
Brasilian ships laden with sugar. The islanders endeavoured 
to bring them ashore; but Lister, the earl's captain, 
" hastening the attempt in the foce of the enemy, and in 
danger of continual shoreshot, boarded the one, cut her cables 



Linachoteo, Schip watri mmsr O^i, o/U Partmgmglt Iniim^ c xcvi. 
LJntchoUn was in the fleet, and he eongrstnlsten htmsdf on haviiif 
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and hawser, and rowed her away". Captain Davies entered 
the other, which was aground, and had been abandoned ; but 
he was forced to forsake her by a (ire from the shore, with the 
loss of two slain and sixteen wounded. In bringing out their 
prixe the bar detained them in a position exposed to an 
enemy whose force had been rashly undervalued: eighty 
men were killed ; the earl received three shot upon his 
target, a fourth wounded him slightly in the side, "his head, 
also, was broken with stones, so that the blood covered his 
face," and both his face and legs were burnt with fire-balls. 
The prize, however, was brought off, and ''the Meg being 
leaky " was sent with it to England. 

The earl himself held his course for Spain. On the way 
he fell in with a Portuguese ship laden with sugar, from 
Brazil, and afterwards with one of the fleet which had taken 
shelter from him in Angra Roads. It proved to be a ship of 
400 tons, from St Juan de UUoa, laden with hides, cochineal, 
sugar and silver, and the captain had with him a vtoture to 
the amount of 25,000 ducats. Full of joy at their good speed, 
they now resolved upon returning home. " But sea-fortunes," 
says Purchas, "are variable, having two inconstant parents, 
air and water " ; and, in the words of one of the adventurers,* 
" these summer services and ships of sugar proved not so sweet 
and pleasant as the winter was afterwards sharp and painful ". 
Captain Lister was sent in the Mexican prise for Portsmouth. 
She was wrecked at Helcliff, in Cornwall : everything was 
lost in her, and five or six only of the people were saved. 
Contrary weather delayed the earl so long upon his home- 
ward passage that drink began to fail, and he endeavoured 
to make some Irish harbour, but there, too, was beaten off by 
the wind ; and, the beer and water being by that time all 
spent, three spoonfuls of vinegar were allowed to each man at a 
meal, with some small relief, squeezed out of the lees of their 

* Sir William Monton, CkwrchUFt CaiL, iit., i6i. 
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wine Ytmd9. During fimrteen days thej had no other drink 
than this, except what thej amid collect in rain and hail 
storms in their sheets and napkins. '' Some drank up the 
sofled running water at the scupper holes ; others saTcd, bj 
device^ the running down the masts and tarred ropes ; and 
many licked the moist boards, rails and masts with their 
tongue^ like d<^gs. Yet was that ndn so intenningled with 
the spcmy of the foaming sea, in that extreme storm, that it 
eoold not be healthful ; yea, some in their extremity of thirst, 
drank themselTes to death, with their cans of salt water in 
their hands." ^^ this time, the hunentaUe cries of the 
sick and hurt men for drink were heard in every comer of 
the ship." Many perished for want of it— ^ ten or twelve 
every night " ; and in this] manner more were lost '' than 
otherwise had miscarried in the whole voyage". The mortality, 
indeed, was so great "that the like befell not any other fleet 
during the war.* The storm continuing added to their 
misery, tearing the ship in such sort that his lordship's cabin, 
the dining-room, and the half-deck became all one, and he 
was forced to seek a new lodging in the hold." Such circum- 
stances call forth, in such men, the qualities by which alone, 
with God's blessing, they can be overcome ; the earl, upon 
all occasions, encouraged his men by his promptitude, his 
presence of mind, and his example ; and the small store of 
provisions was distributed equally to the prisoners and to his 

* Sir William Monton, CknrekilVi CoU., iU., i6a. <• AU these ditsstert/* 
Monton layt, ** mutt be iin|mted to Cmpt. Litter's rashnete, upon whom 
my Lord of Cumberland chiefly relied, wmnting experience himself. He 
wms the man that advised the sending the ships of wine for England ; 
otherwise we had not known the want of drink. He was as earnest in 
persuading our landing in the fiice of the fortifications of St. Mary's, 
against all reason and sense. As he was rash, so was he valiant : but 
paid dearly for his unadvised counsel ; for he was the first man hurt, 
and that cruelly, in the attempt of St. Mary's, and afterwards drowned 
in the rich ship cast awi^ at Mount's Bay." Hs values that ship at 
yooyoooi* 
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own people. On the last of November they spoke • vessel, 
which promised them some barrels of wine the next maming; 
but their hopes were disappointed, for the vessel went on 
shore during the night The next day, however, he fell in 
with another, which helped him with some beer, but not 
enough for him to venture upon making for England : so ms 
the wind served, he put into Ventre haven, on the west coast 
of Ireland. There their sufferings ended, and on the SOth of 
December he sailed for England. On arriving in London, 
he learned the recent death of his eldest son ; but was com- 
forted a few weeks after by the birth of a daughter, the Lady 
Anne Clifford, afterwards the famous Countess of Pembroke. 

In this voyage he had taken thirteen prizes ; and although 
the one which was lost was worth more than all the rest, yet 
the profit doubled the outlay of his adventure. Enoouraged 
by this success, as well as inflamed by former disappointments, 
and being thoroughly possessed by the spirit of the age, he 
obtained a ship of 600 tons from the queen, with which, and 
with four other vessels, he set forth in 1591, at his own charge, 
for the coast of Spain. On the way he met with several 
Dutch ships, coming from Lisbon, and with spices on board, 
which were Portuguese property : " So greatly," says Monson, 
" were we abused by that nation of Holland, who, though 
they were the first that engaged us in the war with Spain, 
yet still maintained their own trade into those ports, and 
supplied the Spaniards with ammunition, victuals, shipping, 
and intelligence against us". They who regarded the conduct 
of the Dutch merchants in this point of view, and made it a 
ground for reproaching the nation, did not bear in mind that 
the struggle in which the Low Countries were engaged with 
Spain was, in its origin, purely a religious war, and that many 
of these merchants might be of the Romish religion, conse- 
quently Spanish at heart, and acting as much in conformity 
with their own sense of duty, as Roman Catholic Christisns 
and loyal subjects, as with their own immrdiate interest 
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Still lets were Englishmen likely to eonsider, what certainly 
was the caae, that aonie f»f the Dutch, who thus endeavoured 
to aaye Fortngueae p w ip e rly from the privateen, were Jews 
of Portuguese birth or blood, trading with their brethren who 
aecietly held the same faith, and many of whom weredesirous 
of removing themselTes, as well as their p r op erty, fiom a land 
where they were in perpetual danger of the Inquisition. 
Least of all did our licensed sea rovers make allowance for 
the views of commercial men, who, in continuing a long- 
estaUished tnde with their <^d connections, had &ir intenUons, 
though they were compelled to use fidse colours, and knew 
that the commerce whkh they carried on was beneficial to 
their own Government, and, in fiwt, received ftom that Govern- 
ment all the secret encoursgement that it cooU give.* 

*Charoocis« wlio hated the Dutch, tayt the rapid p ffl g iei e of their 
naval power **wms efiTected by a steady and nnilbnn penevermnce in one 
■yttem, from which they never tuffercd themselves to be diverted for a 
nngle moment by any supposed and imaginary evil attendant on the 
prosecution of it. This fundamental principle (for so it might truly be 
deemed, being the point or centre stone fitmi whence all their maxims of 
government sprang, and on which alone, according to the mode in which 
the fabric was constructed, they depended for support) consisted in an 
onalterable resolution, that public hostilities should never be permitted, 
even for a single moment, to interrupt private commerce. So completely 
bigoted were the people and the Government to this opinion, that in the 
very height of the war the Dutch vessels entered tlie Spanish ports with 
their commodities (the want of which would have distressed their enemies 
extremely) with as much cordiality and unconcern as though they had 
been in perfect amity with them. They are even reported to have carried 
this idea, which by all other nations has been deemed extravagant and 
improper, to such an extent, as to have supplied their antagonists with 
ammunition and stores of difiierent kinds, which, had they not obtained 
from some qoMxta or other, it would not have been possible for them to 
have carried on the war ** (Hhi. of Marimi Arek., u., 168). >. 

Chamock did not perceive bow macb might be alleged in defence of 
the qrstem which he thus condemns ; aod he haa ahogetber overlooked 
the other oiotivee aotioed in the test, powsribHy as thsy mail have 
uunMoosd the Datdi at uiatttBM* 
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Proceeding to the coast of Spain, the earl ''took good 
purchase/' but to little profit One prise, laden with sugar 
from St. Thomas's, he was forced to cast off because of an 
irremediable leak : another, which he sent for England, was, 
after long contrary winds, compelled to put into G>runna for 
want of victuals, and his men to render themselves to the 
enemy's mercy. He was not more fortunate with the spicet 
which had been taken from the Hollanders. These were put 
on board a ship for England, the squadron convoyed her to 
the Berlings, from whence Captain Monson, who was on 
board, was to see her safely despatched. But the other ships 
did not observe the directions given them : the night fell 
calm ; and in tlie morning six galleys frt>m Peniche, seeini^ 
that this vessel was at a distance from her companions, and 
that, by reason of the calm, they could not come up to her 
assistance, attacked her. A brave resistance was made : but 
Captain Bayly and the principal men being slain, both ship 
and spices were taken ; and Monson, with all the others who 
survived, made prisoners. Luckily for himself, Monson, but a 
little before, having surprised two vessels, merely for the sake 
of obtaining information, had let them go again without 
offering any injury to the people on board. His reason for 
dismissing the ships was, that they were not worth taking ; 
but the men, thankful for their deliverance, made a fovourable 
report of the usage which they had received at his hand^* 
and he now found the benefit of this good character. 
" Whether it was," he says, " the respect they had to the 
queen's ship, which was admiral of that fleet, or honour to 
my lord that commanded it, or hope by good usage of our 
men to receive the like again, I know not ; but true it it, that 
the ordinary men were treated with more courtesy than they 
had been fit>m the beginning of the war."t Some effect may 
also have been produced by a letter which the earl sent to 

* Monson, 460. t Ihiii., 164. 
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the Archduke Albert, at that time Governor of Portugal, 
requesting th&t the prisoners might be well used ; and 
intimating that upon tlieir treatment would depend that of 
tlie Spall Urds and Portuguese, "of whom, he presumed, he 
•hould lake store ".* This led to an sgreement, by which 
the other prisoners were released upon terms, for the per- 
formance of whicli Mon*on wu detained as hostage. 

The intelligence which the earl had obtained was of some 
importance. The Spaniards had, with great exertions, titled 
out a Ibrmidable flectt As soon as lie learnt this, he 
despatched one of his ships with the advice to Lord Thomas 
Howard, who was then off the Wcslcm Islands, waiting to 
intercept the West Indian fleet ; and it arrived just in time to 
put him upon his guard, and enable him to avoid the danger.} 
But having sent off this vessel, and being weakened by the 
lots of another with it* crew, and especially finding the 
queen's ship " but ill of sail, it being the first voyage she hod 
had to sea, he durst not abide the eo;tst of Spain, but thought 
it more discretion to return to England. Thus ended the 
third of his maritime adventures, and nothing whatever was 
taken in it toward defraying the great charges of its oulfiL" 

The naval history of England is so much beholden to Sir 
William Monson that it would be treating him with ingratitude, 
aa well aadisrcapectiiftJieataiyofhiackptivity were pretermitted. 
For (ome monthi he wmi kept on boud the galleyi at Cucaea 
aod Lisbon, which "waa moat grteroui to hiiii"i and while 
Ijiag in the Tagut, he planiwd meatu of etcaping, bjr aid of a 
good-oatnred Dutchman, the master of a Dutch vesMl, which 
had cone from Bnuil ; " for at that time the Portnxueae 
freighted HoUaad ihipa in moat of their long Toy a gea, though 
thejr pfetended to be In war otie with anotber". The war. 



, * Psfdiaa, It.. 1144. 
>•■ Littk lafRlar," MonMn tart, ■< M that af 150." 
J MowaBn, l0]rtfi4- I^cfcai, it44- 
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however, was more than a pretence, as both nations found to 

their cost, and nowhere more dearly than in Brazil itsel£ But 

the day before this scheme was to have been put in execution, 

the galleys were ordered to sea. In September, when the 

galleys were commonly laid up for the winter, he and eight 

other Englishmen were sent to the castle at Lisbon, '' there 

to be imprisoned till a course was taken for their redemption ". 

Each man had for his maintenance a daily allowance of Hd,, — 

"A proportion," he says, "that did not equal three-pence 

according to the rate of things in England ". The humanities 

of war will always be in proportion to the established standard 

of military honour, one as it were regulating the other ; and 

in wars which are exasperated by religious hatred both are 

disregarded. Monson and his comrades in captivity were 

closely confined all the time of their imprisonment ; only in 

the morning they resorted to the castle walls, with a guard 

of soldiers,— even decent privacy being refused them. "It 

happened," says this officer, " on St. Andrew's Day, being 

upon the walls at our usual hour, we beheld a great galleon 

of the king's turning up the river in her fighting sails, being 

sumptuously decked with ancients, streamers, and pendants, 

with all other ornaments, to show her bravery. She let fly 

1 1 all her ordnance in a triumphant manner for the taking Sir 

Richard Grenville in the Revenge, at the Island of Flores, 

she being one of that fleet, and the first voyage she ever 

made. I confess it was one of the greatest and sorrowfullest 

sights that ever my eyes beheld, to see the cause the 

Spaniards had to boast, and no remedy in me to revenge it 

but in my tongue." He expressed, however, to his countiy- 

men a hope of such future comfort, and offered to give them 

one on condition of receiving ten, should he live to be at the 

taking of that triumphal galleon : its name was not likely to 

escape his memory, for it was Si, Andrew, — and some of the 

gala bravery which he attributed to the joy of this victoiy was 

no doubt intended in honour of its patron saint upon his- 

8 
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festival, l^is pasird only as an idle desire to see his word 
eome to effect : to effect, however, it came, five years after- 
wards, in the Cadii expedition ; for the St. AaJrrm was one of 
the live gallons which were run ashore, and one of the two 
that were brought olf by the conquerors, and Mon.wn com- 
manded in the boat that saved and took possession of her.* 

A PortufTucse, by name Manoel Fcmandes, was at thil 
time a priconer in the castle. He hod been in the service of 
the prior, Don Anionio, and having emigrated with him, had 
returned, as his emissary, to encourage the hopes of his party, 
and prepare tliem for taking up arms in his favour when 
opportunity might offer : in this he was discovered, and must 
bave suffered death, if influence and money, which have 
- ftlways been all but alUpowerful in Portugal, had not been 
employed with such effect in his behalf that, afler seven yean' 
imprisonment, he was now on the point of being enlarged. 
Among the persons who visited him in prison was a pilot, who 
was usually employed to meet the Indian fleets, with letters 
directing them what course they should hold, according as 
information had been obtained concerning the English 
croisen. It occurred to Monson thtt, by means of Feinandes, 
it might be possible to corrupt this man, and give such 
Intelligence to the queen's ships, as should enable them to 
&U in with the treasure fleet. He made no scruple of pro- 
posing this design to Fcmandes, whose political feelings were 
in no degree mitigated either by time or the mercy that had 
been shown him ; and the pilot, who, if he were an Antonian 
at heart, would be hardly the less villain for betraying hi* 
tnut, entered into the scheme. Monson then wrote letters to 
Lord Burleigh, and to the lord admiral, informing them of 
the train which he had thus laid. As he had a page who 
was allowed to wait on him in hi* confinement this boy wai 
to canny the letters, and they were secreted in the tolea of 

* Monwn, 466. 
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his shoes. Unfortunately for all parties, Monson had been 
obliged to use an Englishman as an interpreter. No English- 
man could then reside in Portugal unless he professed the 
Portuguese religion ; and this person thought that he consulted 
best for his conscience and safety, and interest at the same time, 
by disclosing the plot The boy was seised, and marched to 
Belem Castle, through one of those violent rains, which can 
hardly be imagined by those who have never witnessed 
them : to that rain both he and his master were indebted for 
their lives ; for it was not till they had lodged their prisoner 
at Belem that they ripped the soles of his shoes, and the 
letters had by that time been so thoroughly soaked that they 
were quite illegible, so tliat no proof whatever could be dimwn 
from them. 

The Government, however, had such good reason for 
believing the informer's story, that they proceeded against 
Femandes for his old treason, and a day was appointed for 
executing his sentence of death. He consulted with Monson, 
ai.d was provided with a cudgel and a rope : by fixing the 
cudgel across two of the battlements of the wall, he might 
let himself down by the rope, and thus, it was hoped, take 
sanctuary in a church hard by : but upon closer inquiry it was 
found that this could not be done in the day-time. They 
then called to mind, that over the room in which he lay was 
a chamber wherein soldiers had been lodged, but which had 
been just left unoccupied. They cut a trap door through the 
ceiling of the one room, which was the floor of the other ; 
and when night came, Femandes, who had procured a scab- 
bard and a wooden sword, ventured from the upper apart- 
ment, passed through the guards, who seeing the sword by 
his side took him for a soldier, to the wall, let himself down, 
and reached a place of concealment Ere long the watch, 
or round as it is called, passing about the castle, espied the 
lope by which he had descended ; the alarm was given ; the 
prisoners were questioned ; all agreed that Monson was the 
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likeliest penon to have been privy to the eteape, and Monacm 
acooidingly was bfonght before a judge to be examined on 
the following morning. Eveiy artifice was used that could 
either intimidate or tempt him to confess his part of the trans- 
action ; but he denied aU Imowledge of it ; pretended that it 
was impossible for him to plot with a man with whom he 
could carry on no conve rsa tion^ because each was ignorant of 
the other^s language ; and argued, that if he had done what 
he was accused of it could not be deemed an olience, for not 
having come into that land by his own will to carry on any 
designs against the state, but having been biou^t there as a 
prisooercf war. It was lawful for him to seek his own liberty, 
and to neglect no occaskm wherein he might do service to 
his own prince and country. They could prove nothing 
against him that deserved punishment by the universal law of 
honour and arms ; and he bade them be waiy what violence 
they offered him, for he had friends in England, and was of a 
nation that both could and would revenge any cruelty that 
might be used towards htm. The boldest defence was the 
best, and Monson took the right ground when he spoke of 
the strength and spirit of the English people ; though the 
plea would have availed little if Femandes had been taken, 
for he had provided him with a letter addressed to all English 
captains at sea ; the design being that the fugitive should put 
himself into a fishing-boat and look out for a man-of-war to 
transport him to England. When the judge found that 
nothing could be drawn from him, he was remanded to the 
castle, with orders to be more strictly watched : no violence 
was used towards him, but no art left unattempted by which 
he might be entrapped. 

Femandes had faithful friends : among them he was con- 
cealed till the eagerness of the search for him had abated, and 
means could be taken for engaging a fishing-boat At length 
he embarfced» but with sudi HI fortune, that, having been a 
fortn^ht at sea without meeting an English ship^and wearied 
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with sea-sickness, he was forced to return to shore, where he 
" lived some time among poor shepherds and herdsmen," till 
he thought that, disfigured as he was by fatigue, and sufferings, 
and exposure, and disguised also, he might venture to show 
himself, and ask alms. It so happened, however, that he 
begged at the house of one who had been fellow-prisoner 
with him. This person recognised him, and immediatelj 
called a servant ; and Femandes, not waiting to ascertain with 
what intention his old comrade had done this, ran into the 
church thereby, and took sanctuary, thus betraying himself 
by his own fears. Information was immediately despatched 
to the cardinal prince, and he, paying no regard to the 
sanctuary, ordered him to be reconveyed to his old lodging in 
the castle ; the law then proceeded against him, and he was 
condemned to death, not without grief to many of the 
beholders ; for Monson says : " He was a man of much good- 
ness and great charity ". The day of execution arrived, the 
last acts of religion were performed, and he was brought out 
of prison "with a winding-sheet lapped bandelier fashion 
about him ". Many gathered around to give him their last 
adieu ; and on taking leave of the soldiers he requested that 
in return for all his former kindness to them, one of them 
would with all speed hasten to the Misericordia, and inform 
the brethren of that institution of the injury done to God, 
tliemselves, and the Holy Church, by taking perforce a 
penitent sinner out of sanctuary. Femandes had made him- 
self so well liked during his long imprisonment, that happy 
was he who could make most speed upon this errand ; and 
Kome of the brethren making no delay hastened on horseback 
to the place of execution, " where they found poor Senhor 
Femandes ready to commend his spirit to God, and the 
hangman as ready to perform his ofKce ". Their interference 
was effectual, under a Government which implicitly conformed 
to whatever was required of it in the name of the Church ; 
and thus his life was saved. Before this occurred Monson had 
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hrea rcluu«] ; the conilition<i, for the peribmiBiice of which 
lie wms detained in pledge, having been ptrformed.* 

The qucM) had given command " not to lay any Spanish 
vessel aboard with her ships, lest both might together be 
destroyed by fire " ; and in this injunction the earl found so 
much inconvenience, that he diose rather " to seek out 
amongst the merchants than to make further use of the ships 
royal ". So he hired tlie Tiger of 600 tons, for 300/, a month 
wages, in which, and with his own ship the Samion, the 
Goldm Sob/r, and two smalt vessels, he set forth. The winds 
proved H> adverse, that three months' victuals were spent in 
hartmur* before tliey could get to the westward of Plymouth. 
TTiis frustrated his chief design, which was to intercept the 
outward-bound carrscks, and it consumed also the storea 
that had been provided for a West India voyage : the earl 
therefore transferred the command to Captain Norton, with 
oidera to go for the Asoret, and returned to London. The 
vay«ge fvored ■ moat erentful one. Thej called «t Florei, 
where the Engliih cruUen lued to take in water and refresh- 
menti at will, beeauM the islanders had no mean* of resisting 
them ; learning there that the homeward-bound East India 
sbi|M most be near, they spread themselves in quest, and ere 
long came in sight of the Saula Cnu, which ^as some days' 
sail ft-head of her eomrades. The Portuguese made all sail 
for Angra ; and the pursuers, when within half a league of 
her, discovered an English ship ttanding to crosi her way, so 
that she was fain to luff" up, the wind being westerly, and 
make far the road of Lagens on the south aS the Isle of 
Flotca. The English vessel proved to be the Awittci of 800 
toos^ Sir Jcdm Burroughs, cooutander, the admiral of a 
aquadnm which Baleigh had fitted out The wind soen fell, 
so as not to yield breath for spreading a sail ; and, as no way 
GooU tltco be made on cttbcr aid^ Bnmmgfas took hia boat 
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and rowed near enough the enemy to ascertain^hat she was, 
of what burden, force, and countenance ; having "made her 
exactly/' he consulted with Norton, and they agreed to board 
her in the morning. A storm in the night forced them all 
to weigh anchor. " Yet their care was such in wrestling with 
the weather, not to lose the carrack, that in the moming, 
the tempest being qualified," they recovered the road and saw 
the carrack warped as near the shore as she could be brought, 
with all her sails up and flags flying. The Portuguese had 
carried all they could on shore, and then, at sight of the 

(English, set fire to her, "that neither gloiy of victoiy nor 
benefit of ship might remain to their enemies ". The guns 
went off as the fire reached them ; and lest the English should 

,1 endeavour to extinguish the fire, some of the Portuguese 
entrenched themselves near enough for defending the 
approach. Burroughs ordered 100 men to disperse them : the 
surge was so high tliat, for fear of losing their boats, the men 
were up to the neck in water, and some over head and ears, 
before they could reach the shore ; and then they were 
forced to climb on hands and knees up a steep hill, from the 
top of which the islanders rolled great stones upon them ; but 
all difficulties were overcome by resolution and hope : they 
entered the toym without further opposition, and then 
possessed themselves of what little had been landed, or was 
drifled on shore from the wreck. 

What was of more consequence, they obtained from tome 
prisoners, by threats of torture, information that three laiger 
carracks, at little distance, were holding the same course. By 
this time more of Raleigh's vessels had come up, with Sir 
Robert Cross in the Foresight, a queen's ship; their united 
numbers were now sufficient, by spreading from north to 
south, yet keeping in sight of one another, to discover the 
space of two whole degprees. On the fifth day the Madrt 
de Dioi came in sight, one of the larg^t carracks belong^ing 

l^ to the crown of Portugal Thomson, who came up with her 
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first, in > ship of Sir John Hawkins's, "ngain and again 
delivcrei] his peals as fast as he could fire, and fall astem to 
load again, thus hindering her way, though somewhat to his 
mm coat, till the others could come up". Burroughs and the 
Goldai Dragon came up next, and the former received a shot 
under water in the brend-room, which made him bear up to 
■top the leak. Sir Robert Cross then "coming to give hia 
broadside, came so near, that, becalming his sail, he un- 
willingly fell aboard the carrack, which lashed his ship fast 
by the shrouds, and sailed away with her by her aide ". The 
earl's ships, being the wont sailers, came up last, about 
eleven at night, and Captain Norton hud no intention to 
board the enemy before daylight, if there had not been a cry 
fitHD the Foraighi, " An you be men save the queen's ship ! " 
Upon thit he laid the carr»ck aboard on one side, while the 
Tiger boarded her on the other, through the Faruigkt. That 
ship took the opportunity to free herself. A desperate 
■truggle ensued when the men had entered into the fore- 
chains, " the forecastle being so high, that without any 
resistance the getting up had been difficult ; but here was 
strong resistance, some irrecoverably falling by tlie board, and 
the assault continued an hour and half, so brave a booty 
making the men fight like dragons". But when the fore- 
castle waa won, the Portuguese sought where to hide them- 
selves. The English turned to pillage, "and were ready to 
go to the ears about it, each man lighting a candle " ( and by 
this they had nearly lost their priie, for by their carelessness 
they fired a cabin, in which were some hundred cartridges, 
and they were as eager then to forsake the carrack as they 
had been to board her, if Norton and some others bad not 
"adventured the quenching of that Aame ". 

When the prisoners were secured, the general " 6rst had 
preaentcd to his eyes the true proportion of the vast body of 
this carrack, which," says the writer in Hakluyt, "did tbea, 
and may lUll, justly provoke the admiration of all men not 
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formerly acquainted with such a sight But albeit this first 
appearance of the hugeness thereof yielded sights enough to 
entertain our men's eyes, yet the pitiful object of so many 
bodies slain and dismembered could not but dimw each man's 
eye to see, and heart to lament, and hands to help, those 
miserable people, whose limbs were torn with the violence of 
shot No man could almost step but upon a dead carcass or 
a bloody floor, but especially about the helm ; for the great- 
ness of the steerage requiring the labour of twelve or fourteen 
men at once, and some of our ships beating her in at the 
stem with her ordnance, oftentimes with one shot slew four or 
five labouring on either side of the helm ; whose room being 
still furnished with fresh supplies, and our artillery still 
playing upon them with continual volleys, it could not be but 
that much blood should be shed in that place. Whereupon 
our genera], moved with singular commiseration of their 
misery, sent them his own chirurgeons, denjring them no 
possible help or relief that he or any of his company could 
afford them." It may be feared that such humanity, at that 
time, deserved this special commendation ; but Sir John 
Burroughs acted towards his prisoners with a generosity which 
was not less rare; for, ''moved with compassion of human 
misery, and not to add too much affliction to the afflicted, he 
dismissed the captain and most of his followers freely to 
their own country, and for that purpose bestowed them in 
one of the earl's vessels, furnished with all things necessaiy "• 
The captain, Don Fernando de Mendoza, was "a gentleman 
of noble birth, well stricken in years, well spoken, of comely 
personage, of good stature, but of hard fortune. Twice he 
had been taken prisoner by the Moors and ransomed by the 
king ; and he had been wrecked on the coast of So&la, in « 
carrack which he commanded, and, having escaped the sea 
danger, fell into the hands of infidels on shore, who kept him 
under long and grievous servitude." The prisoners who were 
thus released were not searched: so rich a prise. Indeed, 
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Bdght well content the emptors ; and thejr who had lott ao 
■uieh mi^t be pennitted to carry with them such of their 
own valuablea as they could. They had, however, the ill hap 
to &I1 in with other English emisers, who took from them, 
" thus n^ligently dismissed," says our narrator, ** SOOdiamonds, 
besides other odd ends". 

Aboat 800 black men (if that [number be not overstated) 
were landed on the Island of Corvo.'^HaTing thus disposed 
of their p r ison e rs, contention about the prise was ''well-nigh 
kindling in the commanders, being so many and so diversely 
cmpkiyed". But Burroughs, ''tO|Cut[off the unprofitable 
qioil and pillage," to which he saw that many were inclined, 
promptly and prudently took chaige of the whole in the 
queen's name, tiie others consenting ; for, indeed, it appeared, 
upon ^tL slender rummaging of such things as first came to 
hand, that the wealth would arise nothing disanswerable 
to expectation, but that the variety and grandeur of all 
rich commodities would be more than sufficient to content 
both the adventurer's desire and the soldier's travail. And 
here," says our narrator, " I cannot but enter into the con- 
sideration and Acknowledgment of God's great favour towards 
our nation, who, by putting this purchase into our hands, 
hath manifestly discovered those secret trades' and Indian 
riches, which hitherto lay strangely hidden and cunningly 
concealed from us ; whereof there was among some few of us 
some small and imperfect glimpse only which now is turned 
into the broad light of full and perfect knowledge. Whereby 
it sliould seem that the will of God for our good is (if our 
weakness could apprehend it) to have us communicate with 
them in those East Indian treasures, and, by the erection 
of a lawful traffic, to better our means to advance true religion 
and His holy service. The carrack being in burden, by the 
estimaUoa of the wise and experienced, no less than 
1600 tons, had full 900 of those stowed with the gross bulk 
of merchandise ; the rest of the tonn^je being allowed, partly 
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to the ordnance, which were thirty-two pieces of brass of all 
sorts, partly to the passengers and the victuals, which could 
not be any small quantity, considering the number of persons, 
— between 600 and 700, — and the length of the navigation. 
To give you a taste, as it were, of the commodities, it shall 
suffice to deliver you a general particularity of them, according 
to the catalogue taken at Leadenhall, the 15th of September, 
1592. (It is remarkable that this should have been the place 
where an account was taken of the first East Indian cargo 
that was ever brought to England.) Upon good view it was 
found that the principal wares, after the jewels (which were 
no doubt of great value, though they never came to light), 
consisted of spices, drugs, silks, calicoes, quilts, carpets, and 
colours, etc. The spices were pepper, cloves, maces, nutmegs, 
cinnamon, green ginger. The drugs were benjamin, frank- 
incense, galingale, mirabolans, aloes, socotrina, camphire. 
The silks, damasks, taffatas, sarcenets, altobassos, that is, 
counterfeit cloth of gold, unwrought China silk, sleaved silk, 
white twisted silk, curled cypress. The calicoes were book 
calicoes, calico-lawns, broad white calicoes, fine starched 
calicoes, coarse white calicoes, brown broad calicoes, brown 
coarse calicoes. There were also canopies and coarse diaper 
towels, quilts of coarse sarcenet and of calico, carpets like 
those of Turkey ; whereunto are to be added the pearl, musk, 
civet, and ambergris. The rest of the wares were many in 
number, but less in value, as elephants' teeth, porcelain vessels 
of China, cocoa-nuts, hides, ebon wood as black as jet, bed- 
steads of the same, cloth of the rinds of trees, very strange 
for the matter, and artificial in workmanship. All which piles 
of commodities, being by men of approved judgment rated but 
in reasonable sort, amounted to no less than 150,000/., which 
being divided among the adventurers, whereof her Majes^ 
was the chief, was sufficient to yield contentment to all 
parUes." ♦ 

• Hakluyt, U., 19S. 
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Bat, In truth, Uie parties were not cuntentetl : they had 
npected £w too much, and they received somewhat loo 
little. The Ear) of Cumberland's share had been estimated 
by hia friends, " according to his employment of ships and 
men," to two or three millions, so extravagant were their 
nolians ! " But because his commission, large enough other- 
wise, liad not provided for the case of his return, and (ubsti- 
tuting another in his place, some adjudged it to depend on 
the (jucen's mercy and bounty." * The queen's adrenture in 
this voyage was only two ships, one only of which, and that 
the ]e*.-it, was at the capture, an'l would have been earned 
off by the carrack, tike a lark in a hawk's talons, if the earl'i 
■hips had not oome tn the rescue ; yet of thii title, "joined 
with her royal authority," slie made such use, that the 
•dventurcn were fain to submit themselves to her pleasure, 
and " she dealt but indilTcrcntly with tliem," says Monaon ;4 
— nthcr, indeed, anything but indifferently. The lioness 
todt her >bare ; and the jackals also helped thenuelvei well, 
a* well at her cost aa that of the other cUimaota. The queen 
had Dot " the account of the fifth part of her value, by reacou 
of HNne men's embenling, and the eari wat bin to accept 
of 36,000/., fer him and hi*, at out of gift "4 

The •!>« of the carrack excited great admiration. She had 
Dcarljr been wrecked cm the Scilly rocki, and having put 
into Dartmouth, was unladen there, and the good* sent to 
Ixndon in ten vetMlt. " Bat to the end that the bigness, 
bdght, length, breadth, and other dimemioni, of so huge a 
vc*m1 night by the exact rules of geometrical vbaenratioiu be 
truly taken, both for present knowledge and derivation also 
of the une unto poaterity, one M. Bobert Adam*, a man, in 
his Ckcnl^, of excellent skill, omitted nothing in the descrip- 
ticB which either kli art could demooatnte, or any man's 
judgment think worthy the mcmorj. After an cxqaiait« 
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survey of the whole frame, he found the length from the 
beak-head to the stern (whereupon was erected a lantern) to 
contain 1 65 foot The breadth in the second close deck (whereof 
she had three), this being the place where there was most 
extension of breadth, was forty-six foot ten inches. She 
drew in water thirty-one foot at her departure from Cochim 
in India, but not above twenty-six at her arrival in Dartmouth, 
being lightened in her voyage by divers means some ^ve foot. 
She carried in height seven several stories, one main orlop, 
three close decks, one fore-castle, and a spar-deck of two 
floors apiece. The length of the keel was 100 foot, of the 
main mast 121, and the circuit about at the partners ten 
foot seven ; the main yard was 106 foot long. By which 
perfect commensuration of the parts appeareth the hugeness 
of the whole, far beyond the mould of the biggest shipping 
used among us either for war or receit."* " Being lo 
huge and unwieldy a ship," says another writer, ''she was 
never removed from Dartmouth, but there laid up her 
bones, "t 

The success of this last voyage encouraged the earl to more 
adventures ; and he imputed his former failures more to the 
negligence or unfaithfulness of those whom he had employed 
to lay in his stores, than to any other cause. His objections 
to the queen's ships seem to have been removed by the 
bravery with which the Foretight had run aboard the great 
Madre de Dioi; and planning now two expeditions at the 
same time, he obtained two ships royal, which he victualled 
himself, and with seven others in company sailed for the coast 
of Spain, frx)m whence he despatched three of these to the 
West Indies. On the Spanish coast he had the good fortune 
to fall in with two French vessels from St. Maloes : that port 
held for the League; the ships therefore were acoonnted 
and they were rich enough to repay the costs of 

' Hakluyt, 199. t Purchas, 1145. 
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hit Tojage more than threeiblcL One day, being separated 
from the rest of his fleet, off Peniche, he met with twelve 
hoiks in the same place where Monson had been captured 
bj the galleys eiactly two years before on the same day. 
He reipured from them that respect which was doe to her 
Majesty's ship ; and they, presuming upon the sbrength of 
twehre against one, not considering how much better that 
one was prepared for war, refused to render it After two 
hours' fight he brought them to his merqr; and they to 
obtain it delivered up a great quantity of ammunition which 
they carried for the King of Spain's service. And here the 
earl committed an error that might have cost him dear; for, 
ttandhig out to sea with some of these hulks, he left Monson 
in his long boat with Aftj men to rummage the others. 
Towards evening, those which he had under his custody gave 
him the slip^ and returned to their comrades ; and Monson 
would again have been made prisoner in his turn if he had 
not leaped out of the vessel into his boat on one side as they 
boarded him on the other ; and in so doing he received a hurt 
in the leg, which annoyed him during the remainder of his 
life. 

The earl, upon the intelligence which he obtained here, 
made for the Western Islands, hoping to fidl in with the 
carracks before they should meet the Portuguese fleet which 
had been ordered thither to convoy them. One of that fleet 
he captured off the Isle of Flores ; but being far too weak to 
encounter their whole force, of which he obtained sight the 
next day, he stood off to avoid them, and hovered about for 
three weeks, till he learned that the carracks had passed 
safely. By this time he had been taken ill ; and life is said 
to have been saved by cow's milk, Monson having ventured 
ashore in Corto, and there obtained a mildi cow, what with 
threats and what with promises of reward. They then made 
homeward; and the whole fleet were so parted during a 
calm, which lasted several days, that they never saw each 
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other again till they met in England some four or fire weeks 
afterwards. This was the most gainful voyage that the earl 
made " before or after ".• 

Meantime the three ships which had been despatched 
to the West Indies reached St Lucia, refreshed themselves 
there, and made for the pearl fisheiy at Margarita. That 
fishery was carried on in four nmckenei, or assemblages of 
huts: six or seven such villages were erected on different 
parts of the coast, though only one at a time was occupied ; 
and when the fishery &iled in one place, the persons engaged 
in it removed to another, the empty huts being always ready 
for them. The pearls, for safety, were carried monthly to 
Margarita, which stood about three leagues from the shore. 
Langton, who commanded the privateers, having taken a 
Spaniard, and learned from him the situation of the inhabited 
rancheria, surprised it by a night march with twenty-eight 
men, and carried off about 2000/. worth of pearls. After- 
wards, he brought the ships there, and compelled the inhabit- 
ants to ransom their huts and canoes for as many pearls as 
were valued at 2000 ducats. The alarm had now been given, 
and when they tried a landing at Cumana they were fiun to 
retire, not without loss. They had no better fortune on any 
part of the Spanish main. Making then for Hispaniola, they 
were glad to provide themselves with water upon the little 
Island of Savona, procured by digging a hole not twenty paces 
from the wash of the sea, and setting a hogshead therein 
with the head knocked out, by which means, water, ''losing 
its saltness in that passage," was plentifully taken. They 
now coasted along, exacting contributions from the different 
etUmdas and ingenias, that is to say, breeding fiurns and sugar 
worics, as they went After eight months spent to little 
profit in hovering about Hispaniola, Jamaica, and Cuba, they 
made for the Bay of Honduras, and within four leagues of 

*Monaon, z66. Purchai, IZ46. 
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Pwrto CAvallo decried seven ships Ln tlie rotuL Though they 
were then only two in compnny they ancliored within caliver 
(hot, moored their ships head and stem, and bent their 
bniadsidea unto them, and there fought all that day with 
those seven ships, and all night now and then a shot. The 
next day they brought a vessel of twenty tons from the Bhore, 
•ct her on fire, and endeavoured with their boats to bring 
heracrosa the Admiral; but when the Spaniards saw their , 
Intent they got into their boats and made for the land, carry* 
iiig the rudden with them, that none should uil away with 
the ships. The English laded the Admiral with the be«t out 
of the other vcucls, and sent ashore tu ask if the Spaniards 
would ransom the rest ; and as the anxwer was delayed, they 
first fired one which was laden with hides and logwood, and 
then another with a cai^ of sarvaparilla ; but all such ransom- 
ing had been forbidden by the king, and the privateer* were 
left to Uke their own counc. Nothing more ii related of 
tbeir proceedings, except th»t Aty beared the ordnance 
overboard, saving two or three bra** pieces, in hope some 
Englishmen might be the better few them afterwards, brought 
away the AiminU of S50 tons, and carried this priie safelj 
to Plymovth.* 

In the ensuing year, the earl set forth aa hb eighth voyage, 
at hii ifWD charge, with the help of acHue adventurers. The 
force consisted of the Royal ExeMttHge, 250, Captain George 
Cave ; the May FUmer, of the came burden, Vice-Admiral 
Certain William Antony ; the Snuoa, Reai^Admiral Captain 
NkhoUs Downton ; a caravel, and a nnall pinnace. Eariy 
in April they sailed from Plymouth, came in sight of St 
Hiebael's at the b^inning of June, and ten days afterwaids 
they descried a great Indian ship, wboae burden tltejr ettimated 
at SOOO ton* ; and which. Indeed, wm oa« of the largest ihlpa 
ever CBplojred ia the Indkn trndcf The ttX» at thto 
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anhappy ship has been fully recorded by the Portuguese as 
well as by the English. 

The name of this carrack was the Cinco Chagas, or Five 
Wounds, in reverential honour of which it had, with the usual 
Romish ceremonies on such occasions, been named. The 
Capitam Mor Francisco de Mello embarked in her from Goa, 
in 1593, at the same time that the other ships of the fleet 
sailed from Cochim ; all, according to the customaiy and fktal 
improvidence of the Portuguese, deeply overladen. Af^er 
vainly endeavouring to make the Cape, the Chagas, with much 
difficulty, put back to Mozambique, and wintered there. 
*Thither also the Nazareth put back, arriving in such m state 
that it was found impossible to repair her. She had been 
built of ill-seasoned timber, and, in consequence of over-freight, 
had suffered so much in bad weather that her reaching the 
island was considered little less than miraculous ; and there 
also arrived 117 Portuguese and 65 slaves, being the remainder 
of the crew of the ship SL Alberto: that ship had been 
wrecked upon the Penedo dos Pontes; and Nuno Velho, 
formerly commandant at Sofala, taking command of the 
people, directed their course so well, that, by an inland 
journey of 300 leagues, he brought them in three months to 
the Isle of Inhaca, and from thence found means of em- 
barking them for Mozambique. Of all the other Portuguese 
ships, many as they were, which had been wrecked upon that 
&tal coast, the people, though in very many cases they got 
to shore, had always perished ; and there are no tales of 
shipwreck more deeply distressful than the fiiithful relations 
which have been preserved respecting their sufferings. 
Many of these people deemed it better to return to ' India 
than pursue a voyage which had so miserably begun. For 
others who persevered room was made in the Chagas; and 
that ship, taking on board the jewels of the other two 
vessels (for this part of the St, Alberto's treasures had 
been saved), and the whole lading of the NoMoreih, tailed 
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once more for I'iiimpc, her crew consisting of about 1400 
pcrsoiu, of whom 870 were slaves.* 

Before this ill-fntrd vexoel passed the Cape it CDCOuntered 
lonp and frequent storms, which compelled it to throw over- 
bonnl much of ita cargo, and some of its provisions also. All 
on board expected tliat they should have made for St Helena, 
when the captain produced his instructions, whereby, upon a 
report that the English would be there, he was forbidden to 
touch at that place ; and ordered, in ca»c his food or water 
ran low, to put into St. Paulo de Loanda. These orders, 
thouf-h against his own judgment, he thought it his duty to 
obey : to Loanda therefore he went, remained there a few 
days, took many slaves on board, and meeting soon afterwardi 
with the usual calms in tliat pestilential region, the fatal 
disease known by the nsinc of the mal de Lnanda carried off 
about half the crew, and lefl the survivors in a state of 
miserable weakness. Hi.s further instructions were to make 
for the Isle of Corvo, where there would be a fleet to protect 
him : but at Motamblque he had learnt the deitruction of 
the Sanla Cna, and the capture of the Madre de Dioi ; and 
haring held ■ council when they came in the latitude of the 
Aaores, it was resolved that th^ should avoid those iaUnd* 
altogether. Before, however, three day* had elapsed, a 
mutinous representation against this detcnnination wa( got 
np among the aoldiera ; and upon inquiring into the state of 
the itorea the report was, that it waa abecdutely neceasary 
to touch at the iilanda, and there take in prorisiona and 
water. Accordingly they iteered for Corvo ; and being fully 
aware that privateers would be cniicing in that direction, they 
prepared, as well aa their debilitated itate would permit &m 
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battle. A little while fortune £ivoured them. Thej came 
in sight of Corvo ; but the wind prevented them finom coming 
to anchor there : they stood therefore for Fayal, and off that 
island fell in with the Earl of Cumberland's squadron.* 

" The May Flower first got up to her, and received an un- 
welcome salutation. In the night, the Sanuon came in, and 
continued the fight, and at last the admiral They agreed 
that the admiral should lay the carrack aboard on the prow, 
the vice-admiral on the waist, and the rear-admiral on the 
quarter ; but it fell out that the admiral, laying her aboard at 
the loof, recoiled astern, the vice-admiral being so near that 
she was fain to run with her bolt-sprit between the two 
quarters, which forced the rear-admiral to lay her aboard on 
the bow." The Portuguese had pledged themselves to each 
other tliat they would defend the ship to the last, and rather 
perish with her in the sea or in the flames, than surrender so 
rich a prize to the heretics. There were many brave and 
honourable men on board of the old Portuguese stamp, capable 
of adhering to such a resolution ; but those who had no honour 
to lose, and lives at stake, were so greatly the majority that 
if there had been an alternative they would not have been 
allowed to choose. One of the most distinguished persons, 
Don Rodrigo de Cordoba, had both his legs shattered ; and, 
as he was carried below in a dying state, he exclaimed : ** Sirs* 
I have got this in the discharge of my duty. Be of good 
heart : let no one forsake his post ; and let us be consumed 
rather than taken." According to the Portuguese, the 
privateers twice boarded the carrack, and were twice driven 
out : a third time they boarded, one of them bearing a white 
flag, as expecting that the Portuguese would gladly accept 
the proposal of surrendering: in fact they had begun to 
wavet* ; but the Englishman who carried this flag, was the 
first of that party who was killed ; and when a second pilot 

* Hi$Uma Tragico-Maritima, ii., 511-514. 
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holated Miother Bag at the poop, Nuno Vclho threw it over- 
boud, and would have killed the nian if he hsd not escaped 
by speedy flight. The English, indeed, nufTercd considerable 
los* : they had one and twenty slain. Antony, their vice- 
•dmiral, was killed ; Downton, the rear-admiral, crippled for 
life ; and Cave, who commanded the earl's ship, mortally . 
wounded by a shot through both legs. But the privateen, 
in the heat of action, seem to have forgotten that booty wm 
their object, and, instead of endeavouring to take possession 
of the carrock, aimed at destroying her. " Ader many 
bickerings," says the writer in Purchas, "fire-works flew about 
interchanfreably. At lust, the vice-admiral, with a ciilvcrin 
•hot at hand, fired the rarrack in her stem, and the rear- 
admiral her forc-CKstle, by a shot that gave fire to the mat 
on the beak-head, from thence turning to the mat on the 
bolt-fiprit, and so ran up to the topsail-yard ; they plying and 
maintaining their fires so well with their small shot that 
■nany of those which came to quench them were alun. These 
fires increased lo sore, that the vice-adminl's fere-sail and 
fofe-topsail were both burnt ; the rear«dmiral being in like 
prediounent ; while the admiivl, with much danger and 
difficulty, quenched the Grea thrown into her (nxn the eansck. 
To save themtelvea in this heat and tary, the admiral and 
vice-admiral fell off, leaving the rcwsadmirsl fbul of the 
carrack'a spritsail-jard. In great danger to have been concumed 
with her, had they not helped her off with their boats."* 

A scene more dreadful than the actton itself ensued. P, 
Frey Antonio, a Franciscan, was seen, with a crucifix in his 
band, aMoursging the poor wretches to eonunlt themselvn 
to the waves and to God's mercy, rather than perish in the 
flames. The greater part threw themselves overiNwrd, clinging 
to sndi things as were cast into the aea for them to float by. 
Tba Bng^ boats, it li said, made no endeavaur to save an/ 
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of them : it is even affirmed that they butchered in the wmter 
those who came near and entreated to be taken on board. 
The rear-admiral's boat must, however, be exempted finom this 
atrocious chai^ge ; for by that boat Nuno Velho was picked up. 
Bras Correa, the captain of the Nazartik, and three other 
persons : ten more, it appears by the Portuguese account, 
were in like manner saved. Among the passengers in this 
unfortunate ship were two Portuguese ladies of high birth, 
Dofta Isabel Pereira, a widow, whose father had been chief 
captain oi the Island of Goa, and whose husband, Diogo de 
Mello Coutinho, had held the command in Ceylon: her 
daughter, Doha Luisa de Mello, a young and beautiful damsel, 
was with her. They had been wrecked in the Sanio Alberto, 
and had performed a journey of nearly 1000 miles after that 
wreck, through Caffraria, on foot ; and when many of their 
fellow-sufferers returned from Mozambique to India, they 
had resolved on resuming their voyage, because the young 
lady was going to take possession of her entailed property at 
Evora. Mother and daughter, when they saw that no help 
was to be hoped for from the privateers, and that they 
had to choose between the fire and the water, fastened them- 
selves together with a Franciscan cord ; and their bodies, 
thus fastened, were cast ashore upon the Island of FayaL 
According to the Portuguese statement, about 500 persons 
perished in the ship ; according to the English, there were 
more than 1100 on board when she left Loanda, of whom 
only fifteen were saved ! Nuno Velho and Bras Correa were 
brought prisoners to England, where the earl is said to have 
treated them well, and to have entertained them a whole year 
as his guests : they were then ransomed for 3000 crusados, 
which Nuno Velho paid for both.* 

It was not, however, immediately after this deplorable 
aetion that the earl sailed homeward : he continued cmisiiig 

* Hishria Tragico-Maritimaf ti., 520-526. Pnrcbas, 114IL 
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among the blands about a month longer, when they came hi 
sight of another carrack of 1500 tons, homeward bound from 
India. They took her for a Spanish ship of war, and under 
that mistake began a more cautious actkm. After a while a 
boat was sent to summon her to surrender to the Queen of 
England's ships under the Earl of Cumberland's command, . 
unless she would undergo the same fiite as the Ckagas; to 
bear testimony of which two prisoners were put in the boat, 
and, the Portuguese say, bound. The Portuguese captain 
returned a brare answer : he acknowledged Don Phdip, King 
of ^pain, he said, not the Queen of Enghmd ; and if Uie Earl 
of Cumberland had been at the burning of the CEmo Ckagoi, 
so had he, D. Luis Coutinho, been at the defeat aiid*eapture 
of Sir Ridiard GrenTille in the Queen of England's ship the 
Revenge. Let the earl do what he dared ibr his queen, and 
he, D. Luis, would do what he was able ibr his king : his 
ship was homeward bound from India, laden with riches, and 
with many jewels on board ; let the English take her if they 
could ! The fight was then renewed,* but intermitted by 
the caim, and remitted (as the English relater allows) by the 
remisser company, their captains being slain and wounded ; 
"whereupon they gave over," and sailed for England, " having 
done much harm to the enemy, and little good to them- 
selves ".f 
"The earl, not liking his ill partage in the Madre de Dios, 

* The Portuguese account tutet, that the English sttemfKed to destroy 
this ship, by converting the earl*s vessel, which was an old one, into a 
fire-ship ; but that they were prevented firom grappling the ctrrack, first, 
by a shot that carried away the earl's foremast, and then by a thunder- 
storm, during which Coutinho got so much ahead of the disabled ship, 
that the other two dared not pursue them ftirther (p. 537). This is less 
probable than the English account. It is unlikely that the earl would 
have sacrificed his own ship; and still more so, after the recent &te 
of the Ckmems, that he should have sought to destroy the carrack, instead 
€f.tt«mpii«(toc.pt»«ic 

tPM^«i,iMS. KitlorU Trugit»^ariliimt, iL, %iA-$i», 
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nor this unhappier loss of two carracks for want of sufficient 
strength to take them, built a ship of his own of 800 tons ^ at 
Deptford, which the queen, at her launching, named the 
Scourge ofMalice,f the best ship that had ever before been 
built by any subject." In this, with three other vessels in 
company, he would have made what is called his ninth 
voyage ; but when he had reached Plymouth, the queen recalled 
him ; and the ships took only three Baltic vessels laden with 
Spanish property of little value. He set forth again in the 
ensuing year, but sprung his mainmast, and was forced to 
return. His next enterprise was upon a smaller scale ; for 
Essex and the lord admiral going to the coast of Spain with 
a large fleet of the queen's, together with a squadron of 
Flemish men of war, " his lordship thought good to await some 
gleanings in so great a vintage ". So he sent out Captain 
Francis Slingsby, in the Ascaision of 300 tons, carrying thirty- 
four guns and 1 20 men, " chiefly to look for such ships as 
should come from Lisbon ". The captain got sore wounded 

* Purchas says 900 ; but Monson is better authority ; she was ** pro- 
portioned in all degrees to equal any of her Majesty's ships of that rank, 
and no way inferior to them in sailing, or other property or condition 
of ships '*. Monson states the earPs motives for building her. ** At 
last my lord/* he says, " began discreetly to consider the obligation 
he had to the queen for the loan of her ships from time to time ; and 
withal weighed what fear of danger he brought himself into, if tmluckily 
any of those ships should miscarry ; for he valued the reputation of the 
least of them at the rate of his life. Upon these considerations, no 
persuasions being of force to divert him from attempting tome great 
action on the sea, where he had spent much time and money ; and 
thinking thereby, as well to enrich himself, at to show his forwardness 
to do his prince and country service, he resolved to build a ship from 
the stocks, that should equal the middle rank of her Majesty's : an act 
so noble and so rare, it being a thing never undertaken before by' a 
subject, that it deserved immortal frune " (p. 189). 

t The MaUctScourgt, Monson calls it ; ** for by that name, it seems 
he tasted the envy of some that repined at his honopraMc fchieveoieii^** 
(fS«89K 
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in m vain mttempt made with his boats against a earavel : after 
* wiiidi the Spanish admiiml set ibrth six ships against him ; 
and himself and another ship, fidling in with the Ascension, laid 
aboaid, one on the bow and the other on the quarter ; '' and 
now the mouths of the great oidnance, being near in place to 
whisper, roared out their thunders, and pierced thorow and 
thorow on all hands ; which ended, the Spaniards leaped into 
the fore-chains and main-chains, thinking to have entered 
the ship, but were brarelj repelled. And the English, seeing 
many together under Uie admiral's half-deck, disdiaiged 
among them a ibwler laden with case shot, to their no small 
harm, so that the Spaniards were content to fidl off. Of ours, 
two and twenty were slain and hurt ; which loss lighted as 
much on them whidi hid themsdyes, as those which stood to 
the fight To prevent the like afterwards, thej put safe in 
hold the chiruigeon, carpenter, and cooper, ibr the public 
dependence on them ; and made fest the hatches, that others 
should not seek refuge But the Spanish admiral tacked 
about and went in for Lisbon ; and the Ascension, continuing 
till they had but a fortnight's provision left, returned^ with 
hurt to themselves and loss also to his lordship." 

From the conduct of the men in this action, and from other 
instances, it appears thai an English sea captain could not, in 
those days, rely with that perfect confidence upon his crew, 
which has uniformly been felt within our remembrance. The 
national character was always brave ; but that national spirit 
had not yet been formed among our sailors, which renders 
coursge as much a moral principle as an animal impulse. 

The earl's success in so many adventures had not been such 
as would have encouraged a prudent man to repeat them ; 
but a prudent man would not have engaged in them at first 
He now obtained letten patent authorising him to levy sea 
and land forces, and prepared for the greatest expedition that 
had ever been undertaken by a subject without the assistance 
pf the sovereign, both in nuipber of shijps #nd Ifo^ foices. 
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The force consisted of eighteen sail; and the earl ''having 
by several voyages before attained to a perfect knowledge in 
sea affairs/' took the command in person. "Besides his 
general design to take, destroy, or any way else to impoverish 
and impeach the King of Spain or his subjects, he grounded 
his voyage upon two hopes." The first was that of intercept- 
ing the outward-bound East Indiamen as soon as they should 
sail from the Tagus. The time of their departure was certain; 
it could not be later than April; and as in burden they 
exceeded all other European ships, and went out full freighted 
with commodities for the East Indies, and much money also 
was sent out in them, they would have abundantly enriched 
him and the other adventurers. This was his first hope. His 
other was, if this should fail, to make an attempt with his 
land forces upon some island or town " that would yield him 
wealth and riches, being the chief end of his undertaking," 
— a most unworthy one for one bom of such a line, in such m 
station, and to such an inheritance I The success of his first 
object depended greatly upon the secrecy of the- expedition ; 
and if he had done we]l and providently, "his fleet," says 
Monson, " should have been furnished, without rumour, noise, 
or notice, in several harbours ; and the men should not have 
known the design of their voyage, nor that they were to meet 
and compose a main fleet". The whole fleet, however, 
assembled at Plymouth, and sailed from thence on the 6th of 
March. 

The wind being prosperous, though there was much of it, 
their passage was so fair as to put him in hope that God had 
prepared them an unlooked-for fortune, if it were well handle^r 
and that he might get sure intelligence concerning the de;* 
parture of the carracks ; " the doing of which undiscovered,'* 
says he, " though hard, yet I knew was not impossible for him 
that could well work " ; and considering the mighty importance^ 
he resolved to do it himself, taking with him two other ships ^ 
{which two only he meant should be seen on the cofsts ; an^ 
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aeeofdingljr he left therestof the fleet, mppointliig them whereto 
lie till he ihoold rejoin them. ''But God," my ht, ''whoM 
wiU it bejood man's resolutiont, forced me to alter this ; for 
BBjr masts, not made so saffidently as I expected, both now 
htguk to show their weakness, especially my mainmast, which 
I eootinnally looked woald hare gone overiioard. My mariners 
were at their wits' end ; and I protest I would have given 
SOOOL for a new one ; the greatest part of my strength both 
by sea and land having been lost, if that ship had returned 
in this extremity. Hearing all that would, I heard many 
epinkms to little poipose." So he resdved for himself (though 
many thought it dangerous, lest the wind should with a storm 
eone up at W.N.W.) to go to the BeiUngs^ and there ride 
till his masts were fidied. He knew the road, which no one 
dse in the ship did ; and his fear was not of the wind, but 
lest he should be disoorered, being within three leagues of 
Pteniche, from whence earavels came off to fish. '' Go thither," 
says he, " I must, hopeless otherwise to repair those desperate 
ruins. My ship was black, which well furthered my device ; 
and though she were great, yet showed not so a&r off. 
Wherefore I came in about eight of the clock at night upon 
Thursday, when I was sure all the fishermen were gone to 
sell their fish at Lisbon, and from the main they could not 
make me. Before the morning I had down my topmasts, 
my main yard unrigged, and all things ready for my car- 
penters to work. The small ships with me I made stand off 
to sea all day, that, not having any in my company, I should 
be the less suspected ; and thus with a strange flag dancing 
upon my poop, I rid, without giving chase to any, as though I 
had been some merchant, every day divers ships coming by 
me that wero both good prise, and had been worth the 
taking." By working night and day, he was ready to sail on 
Saturday night The fishermen would return to their fishing 
ground on the night following; and his hope was to get 
«wi^ Upk U seorered by them, and rc;|oin his fl^et, wh^ h^ 
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had appointed to wait for him in the same latitude, between 
twenty and thirty leagues off.* 

At night, however, he heard firing between him and the 
shore, and rightly guessed that it was his own small ship and 
little pinnace in action with a vessel which they had seen 
them chasing to windward before the night closed; and 
judging, also, that she was above their strength, he slipped his 
anchor, and " soon came to help the poor little ones, much 
over-matched ". He took her for a Biscayan, and therefore 
concluded that she would fight well ; and, in fact, she returned 
such an answer to his broadside, that he had three men 
killed, six or seven hurt, and his ship shot in six or seven 
places, some of them very dangerous. But, upon boarding^ 
and taking her, she proved to be a Hamburgher laden with 
prohibited commodities. Much as this action exposed him 
to discovery, he got out of sight of land by daybreak ; 
succeeded, by stratagem, in capturing a fishing-boat from the 
Tagus ; and learned from the men, that, with the next fiur 
wind, five carracks would sail, " with more treasure on board 
than ever went in one year for the Indies, and also twenty- 
five ships for Brazil. This welcome news," says the earl, 
" was accompanied with the meeting again of my whole fleet, 
which at that very instant I descried : so now being joined, 
I wished for nothing but a happy hour to see those long- 
looked-after monsters, whose wealth exceeds their greatneas, 
yet be they the greatest ships in the world." Not doubting 
to meet them now, and well knowing tlie way they would 
come, and being made restless by the joy of such hope, the 
earl and his fleet "continued gazing for that which came 
not," till disappointment stared them in the face ; then the 
commander stood for the Tagus in one of his smaller veaaels, 
captured a boat, and learned, that at the time he took the 
first fishing-boat, a ship, with Spaniards on board, from 

* Purchas, zi«fo. 
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England, had arrhred at Lisbon, whidi ship was in Plymouth ^ 
iHien he sailed from the sound, and had given intelligence 
that he was at sea, and that his object certainly was to 
inteicept the Indian fleet He learned, also, that earaTels 
had been sent out to search everywhere far him; one of 
wfaidi, iHien he returned to his fleet, he understood had 
eome by them to windward, and discovered them alL t 

It was now evident, that the carracks would alter their 
eoorse, if they pat to sea at all ; and, in despair of winning 
them by any other means, the earl went again to the Tagus, 
lo see whether they were come so low down the river that 
it might be possible to board them in the night The wind 
I k fo ur ed him; he got in between the Cadiqpos,t Mid saw 
them riding in the Bay of Oeyrss. ''Here," says he, ''had I 
too much of my desire, seeing what I dedred to see, but 
hopdessofthe good I expected by seeing them; for they 
were where no good could be done upon them, riding within 
the Castle of St Julian, which hath in it above 100 pieces of 
great ordnance ; so as though I could have got in (which I verily 
believe I could), it had not been possible to have returned, the 
wind being ever veiy scant to come forth withal, and hanging, for 
the most part, so far northerly, as that, for fear of the Cachopos, 
I must of force have run close by their platforms. With this 

* Monton might justly censure the earl for wmnt of secrecy in his 
preparations ; but the earl's own narrative shows that another part of 
his censure was undeserved. '*He worthily deserved blame,** says 
Monson, ** to present himself and fleet in the eye oif Lisbon, to be there 
discovered, knowing that the secret carriage thereof gave life and hope 
to theaction. By a £uniliar example of a man that being safely seated 
in a house, and in danger of an arrest, knows that catchpoles lie to 
attack him, so fared it with the carracks at that time, who rather choee 
to keep th emsel ve s in harbour, than ventvru upon an unavoidable 
danger ** (p. 190). 

t Purchas, 1151. 

I TlM Cat-ships ihey are called hi Puffcha% and Otryias is called 
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unpleasant sight I returned for my fleet" * Here ended hit 
hope of enriching himself by this enterprise. To the 
Spaniards, however, or rather to the Portuguese, the injury 
was very great ; for rather than put themselves in haiard of 
him and his fleet, " they chose to give over their voyage, and 
lose the excessive charge they had been put unto in furnishing 
their ships ; and these carracks lay at home without employ- 
ment the whole year after". Sanguine adventurers had 
carried their hopes at this time very &r : they thought that 
the Indians, or rather the Portuguese in India, could not 
subsist without those commodities which they received horn 
Portugal ; and that, if the outward-bound fleet were inter- 
cepted, or prevented from sailing for three or four yeari, the 
Portuguese Indians must have been compelled to trade with 
England, rather than endure the want of European goods ; 
and that in time the Indies might have been divided horn 
Portugal, especially if a younger son of the Prior D. Antonio 
had been carried out, " whom, no doubt," says Monson, ** they 
might have been forced to accept as king ". 

The earl sailed now for the Canaries ; and having been 
informed by some Spaniards, and by some of our own people 
who had been prisoners there, that there dwelt a marquis 
on the Island of Lancerota, whose ransom would be worth 
100,000/., he determined upon attempting to suiprise him. 
But these persons, who undertook to pilot him into the road, 
and then guide him to the castle, even in the darkness, had 
nearly carried him upon a ledge of rocks in the road ; so he 
was fain to cast anchor till the morning ; and then, though 
he had '' no hope left to catch the marquis," unless he were 
to shut himself up in the castle, yet the earl thought it meet 
to set all his soldiers on shore, seeing that he had never till 
then given them any training, and " well knew many of them 
to be veiy raw, and unpractised to service at land **• Tlie 

* Purchat, 1151. 
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dij tdected for the senrke was Good Friday. The earl, in 
fear of an ague fimn the cold which he had taken in the last 
night's watching, confined himself to his cabin, ''Ux^ some 
strong phjrsic, and was let Mood" ; and Sir John Beri^elqr 
was sent in command of the men, it being certain that the 
plaee could make no resistance against such a force. They 
landed near Porto de Naos. The guide said the diief town 
upon the island, Cayas, or Rubicon (horn whence the bishops 
of the Gmaiy Islands were styled Bishops of Rubicon, till the 
Island of Grsn Canaria was conquered)^ was but three mfles 
from the landing-place ; it proved more than three leagues, 
and of "the most wicked marching for loose stones and 
sand". The town was abandoned before they readied it; 
only, as they marched, '' the mountaineers would watch if any' 
struggled, and desperately assault them with their lances,* 
being so swift of foot that none could come near them". The 
castle was about half a mile from the town, within and about 
which were now some four or Bve score men ; but they retired 
without fighting, and the privateers took possession of it 
They found within it twelve or more brasen guns, ..." the 
least bases, the most culverins and demi-culverins, and an 
innumerable company of stones laid in places of greatest 
advantage. The house itself, built of squared stones, flanked 
very strongly and cunningly both for offence and defence ; 
the entrance thereunto not, as in our forts, of equal height 
with the foundation ground, but raised about a pike's length 
in height, so that, without the use of a ladder, there could be 
no entering. Some of our wisest commanders said, that if 

* ** When a piece it pietented to them, to soon ss they perceive the 
cock or match to ftll, they cast themselves flat to the froiuid, and the 
feport it no sooner heard, bat they are upon their fDet, their stones out 
of their hands, and withal they diar^ with their pikes; and this in 
scattered encounters, or sing Is fight (lor either they knew not, or neglect 
orderly bottalioo), ofteoer giveth than recsivslh hart** (Layfield in 
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they had drawn in their ladders, and only shut the door, 
twenty men might have kept it against 500." * 

Lancerota was the first of the Canary Islands upon which 
the Europeans established themselves. A party of Norman 
adventurers, under Jehan de Betancour, landed there in 

• 

1400 ; and their history is the exact prototype of Columbus's. 
They were hospitably received ; they took advantage of that 
hospitality to construct a fort; they left a garrison there; 
and that garrison behaved "in such a licentious and cruel 
manner towards the king and the nation/' that their com- 
mander and many others were deservedly cut oft, and the 
survivors reduced to the last extremity when the conquerors 
returned there.t We know not enough of the Canarians, to 
perceive how far they deserved the miseiy which the Spaniards 
brought upon them ; but for the Spaniards here, as in the 
West Indies, and along the coast of America, the sins of the 
fathers were visited upon the children ; and the English, the 
buccaneers, and the Algerines^ were to them what they had 
been to the indigenous inhabitants. The Earl of Cumberland's 
object in touching at these islands was no better than that of 
the Algerines ; but it was not worse than what the warfare 
of the age, by common consent, allowed of; and nothing 
occurred here to fill him with compunction in his latter days. 
"No further harm was done to the town or castle, than that 
of borrowing some necessaries," — for which no payment was 
intended. The town is described as consisting at that time 
of somewhat more than 100 houses, rudely built, and com- 
monly of one story ; the roofis with just sufficient sloping to 
cast off the rain, " covered only with canes or straw laid upon 

* Purchat, 1151, 1155, 1156. Glas., aig, aao. 

tGlas., iv., II, la. 

I In 1618, the Algerines carried ofT above 1600 periont, being nearly 
the whole population of the island. They were rantomed by the King 
of Spain, and sent back (Glas., ai8, aig). 
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k few raften, and very dirt cast upon them, which, being 
hardened by the iun, beccmieth shuwer-proof ". There was 
an old ohurch,— which was, indeed, the inuther church of 
those islands,— a poor structure, having "no windows, nor 
admitting light otherwise than by the door; it had no 
ehancel, but was one undivided niom, with stone seats along 
the side, and at the one end an altar, with the appurtenants". 
Therv was also an unfinished convent, which was a neat 
quadrangular building, " wHh more commodities of fresh 
water and garden than any other place in the tnwn, even 
the marquis's hnute ". " Nothing, in a manner," wys the 
chaplain, " was left in the town, saving bulls, and pardons, 
and divers houses, and gfMid store nf very excellent wine and 
cheese." Of the quality of the wine. Dr. Layfieid was 
probably * more competent judge than the earl, who upon 
that Good Friday kept an involuntary fa>t : his lordship sajrs, 
that "some little wine only was found, which little was too 
mueh ; for it distempered ao vaaaj, that If there had been ft 
■trong enemy to have attempted, they ibould have found 
drunken raistanee ; the meaner aort being moat overthrown 
already i *nd the eomraanden, aome diatenpeied with wine, 
tome with pride of thenuelve*, or Mom of otben ; so aa 
there were veiy few of them but that fell to mott diaoiderly 
outrage one with another. It was, in fact, a mutinou* 
diaorder of dmnkennen " ; * and Sir John Berkel^, " with 
mnch grief, told the earl that if he took not lome severe 
coune to remedy these thlngi, it Wfloldbe the mfai of their 
voyage ". The eari, therefore, went out here the next day to 
•ee the men trained, the greater part of whom he found 
■ both rude and raw"; and calling all the commanden 
before him, be rebuked them for their jeaterday'a conduct, 
and gave artielea both for their eoonea at land and aea, 
I. that tbe7 might koow be 
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had full power to execute the punishment which he had set 

do¥m for every offence, and assuring them he would not be 

slow in so doing if they offended. 

One of the fleet, which had not been ready to sail with 

them from England, joined company between Gran Canaria 

and Teneriffe, and brought some English prisoners who had 

escaped in a fishing-boat from Lisbon. These men reported 

that the carracks, in consequence of his departure horn the 

coast, were to sail in a few days ; and some days accordingly 

were spent in waiting for them, till it became certain either 

that they had gone by, or (as was afterwards ascertained) had 

given up the voyage for that year. The captains and masters 

then having agreed that it was not fit to tarry any longer 

upon that hope, counsel was held concerning their further 

proceedings, and some were for an attempt upon Pemambuco, 

which had been so far contemplated from the beginning, 

that the earl had brought with him his old Portuguese pilots, 

well acquainted with the Brasilian ports. These pilots thought 

the season too far spent, for they had often at that season 

been obliged to put back to Lisbon, and, ''on their last 

passage, had been six or seven weeks in getting one degree *' : 

some of the adventurers, however, replied, ''that it might 

fall out otherwise, and that though they might be long in 

getting thither, yet they were sure of winning the place 

easily, and gaining wealth enough by the conquest ". The earl 

felt it was now time to disclose his own intentions, being ''ao 

far shot to the southward, that he was sure not to meet with 

any going to the northward, so that no news of him could 

reach Spain till it came from the Indies". "Then laid I 

before them," said he, " how our men were already many of 

them sick, and that undoubtedly the crossing the line would 

keep them from recovering, although the passage were aa 

good as man could wish. Besides, I remembered them of 

intelligence given us, both upon the coast of Spain and the 

island, that the king had sent thither, to defend the place 

10 
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mgaimt me, fiOO soldiers ; and also it wa« likely he had given 
iin]«r, that if they snw themselves not strong enough to resist, 
they should flee with their portable goods into the mountains, 
and set their sugar and Brazil wood on fire ; then were we 
nire to have nothing. And lastly, if we beat long under the 
line, undoubtedly most of our men would fall sick, and then 
should we be forced to return without doing anything ; for 
to no other place could we go, once bearing up upon that 
occasion." Perceiving by their silence that wliat he said had 
produced the desired etfect, he proceeded to say, that, not to 
conceal longer what hitherto had been kept secret for the 
good of all, the truth was, he had " never any intention to 
go for Brazil, after he found that they could not leave 
England before Christmas; but that the West Indies wu 
his object," where there were many probabilities to make a 
voyage by, — as, liret, the sacking of Margarita, which they 
knew was rich ; then Puerto Rico ; sfler that St. Domingo ; 
then. In July, the ontwaid-bound fleet would be in the Acoa, 
where we could not miss them; and If theM gave ui not 
content, in the end of July or August we ahonld meet the 
fleet at Cape S. Antonio. Some of these projects, he 
mentitmed, " more," be says, " to cany the men with good 
liking thither, than for any thought he had of them himself". 
All entering unto his views "with greedy desire and hope- 
ful expectation, he directed them each to make the best of 
his way for Dominica, thinking it better to go straggling 
thither, there being possibility to meet some purchase by the 
way, which they were roost in likelihood of when they spread 
furthest". There they bad all arrived on SSrd of May, and 
then they carried their sick on shore. The island was 
inhabited only hy Indians, who hated the Spaniards, and 
liked the French no better, but were well pleased with 
English visltcn. They brought great store of potatoes 
plantahis, pines, pepper, and tntMoeo^ lor which th^ most 
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clothes, also, were very much in request with them ; but if 
they could get none, beads or any gaudy baubles were 
accepted. They spoke some Spanish words, . . . probably 
enough for all the intercourse that was required. They 
showed a great desire to obtain the same sort of acquaintance 
with the language of their new friends : '* some of them/' says 
the chaplain, "would point to most parts of his body, and 
having told the name of it in the language of Dominica, he 
would not rest till he were told it in English ; which having 
once heard, he would repeat, till he could either name it right, 
or at least till he thought it was right ; and so commonly it 
would be, saving that to all words ending in a consonant they 
always set the second vowel ; as, for chin they say ckm-ne, so 
making the monosyllables dissyllables". The chaplain 
thought their "wits were able to direct them to things 
bodily profitable " ; he describes them as using either a 
broad sheet of basket-work, or a very broad leaf in its stead, 
to shelter them against the rain, because it washed off their 
red paint, which was so laid on, he said, that if you touched it, 
you found it on your fingers. They made a drink of the 
cassava or mandioc root ; " better of their pines (and it should 
seem, says Layfield, that might be made an excellent liquor) ; 
but the best, and reserved for the king's cup only, was of 
potatoes". The earl brought the squadron into a goodly 
bay, able to receive a greater navy than had been together 
in the memory of that age : it was at the north-west end of 
the island ; and his information directed him to seek for a hot 
spring there, which he found fast by the side of a veiy fine 
river. " The bath," says Layfield, " is as hot as either the 
Cross Bath or the King's Bath in the city of Bath in England ; 
and within three or four yards runneth into the river, which, 
within a stone's cast, disburdeneth itself into the sea. Here 
the sick men specially found good refreshing;" and here 
they remained till the 1st of June. It was thought con- 
venient to take a muster of their companies here, ''and 
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•omething better tt> ncquaint every one with his own colour*"; 
but the weather pmved »o unfavourable that tfaic eould not 
be done. 

But notwithstaniling the ill weather, the beauty of the 
country made a strong impression upon those whose hearts 
were not wholly set upon schemes of plunder. It Is "ao 
mountainous," says Ljiyiieltl, " that the valleys may belter be 
railed pits than pUins ; and withal sn unpassnhly wcM^dy, 
that it is mnrvellous how those naked souls can pull themselves 
through tliem, without renting their natural clothes. Some 
■peak of mnre easy passages in the inland of the island, which 
makes it probable that Ihcy leave those skirts and edges of 
their country thus of purpose f«r a wall of defence. Tlieir 
hills are apparelled with very goodly green trees, of many 
•orts. The tAllness of these unre<)uestcd trees makes the 
hills seem more hilly than of themselves happily they arc ; 
for they grow m like good children of aamt happy civil body, 
without envy or oppreuion, u that they look like a proud 
meadow about Oxford, when, after some imiption, Humes ia 
ag«ia couched low within bii own banks, leaving the earth's 
mantle more ruggy and fiakey than otherwise it would have 
been i yea, so much seem theie natural children delighted 
with equally, and withal with multiplicatioD, that, having 
grown to a definite stature, without dealre of overtopping 
others, they willingly let down their boughs, whieh, being 
come to the earth again, take root, as it were to continue the 
suoeeasion of their decaying progenilon ; and yet they do 
continually maintain themselves in a green good-liking, 
through the liberality, partly of the sun's nelghbouihood, 
which pnvideth them, in that neameM to the aea, of exceed- 
ti^ showen ; partly of many fine rivers, which, to requite the 
shadow and coolness they receive &am the trees, give them 
bw^ agaia a ecntinBal refreahiiy of v«7 sweet and tas^ 
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The weather, and the difficulty of finding an open piece of 
ground of sufficient extent, having rendered it impossible for 
the earl to muster his people here, he sailed, on the Ist of 
June, for the Virgin Islands, and on the afternoon of the 
Srd, came to an anchor. A fit place having been discovered 
on one of these uninhabited islands that evening, the land 
forces went ashore betimes on the following maming, bein^ 
Whitsunday. There he took a perfect muster of them. 
The companies, indeed (though after much sickness), were 
"goodly in number, one might well say, not so few as a 
thousand ". When they had been trained " into all sorts and 
faces of fights," the earl, who found it, he says, *' for many 
respects meet to speak to them, commanded the drums to 
beat a call ; and the troops being drawn in the nearest 
closeness that conveniently they might be, that he might be 
heard of all, his lordship, standing under a great cliff* of m 
rock, his prospect to the seaward, stepped upon one of the 
greater stones, which, added to his natural stature, gave him a 
pretty height above the other company ; and so commanding 
audience, made a speech to them ". We have the harangue 
preserved, as nearly as he could remember it, in his own 
unfinished relation. " Kind countrymen and fellow-soldien," 
said he, " I am sure there is none here but have marked, 
and the wisest wonder at my light regarding the many gross 
faults committed among you, suffering every man to do what 
he would, and urging no man further than he listed. Many 
courses drew me to this patience ; only one I will now utter, 
the rest being fitter to conceal to myself than to make so 
many acquainted with. The great hope of meeting the 
carracks made me hope for a short journey ; which, if it had 
happened, I thought it better to return with every man's 
good word, than by punishing of any to have their ill word 
at my return. But that hope is altogether past; and now 
we arc settled to another course, which, though it may be 
will not prove altogether so rich, and must of force keep at 
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longer abroad, yet I assure you, upon my honour and con- 
■dence, I do consUnlly believe there will spring out of it 
more {[lory to Go<l, more service to our prince And country, 
•ml more honour to ourselves, than could have been done 
bj the carracks if we had taken them all. For the better 
perf on ft ance we mu»t fait to another course j I in governing, 
you In obeying ; 1 in directing you what to do, you in follow- 
Ing my directions ; to which end 1 have already delivered 
you rertain articles. And though these twenty days at the 
least you have had them amongst you, yet fe»r I there are 
■ome which wish they could but light upon so much as they 
would conceal from me. Base conditions be hateful things 
in men professing arms ; there is none baser than thefl, and , 
no theft so base as for a man to steal from his own com- 
panion : and he that conceateth anything gotten in this 
journey, stealeth from every man in it, , . , all going to have 
their part of whatsoever is gotten. TTiis 1 thought not unfit 
partkulariy to touch, becatue the speech liath given great 
offence to the whole army, and no donbt may encourage lome 
of lewd and base hurooun among tu to do the like. But let 
the warning I now give you drive these thoughts out of their 
thoughts that hold them ; and be alio ■ wanting that they 
bcedfuUy obienre the rest of the articles. For, 1 assure you, 
my over-p>tient and forced sluggish humour is shaken olT; 
and I will neither orenee, new suffer to pass unpunished, ill 



As they were now within a day's sail of Puerto Rico, be 
appointed officer* for the field. TwcItc campaniea were 
node up^ whereof if any "wanted the full numbra of eighty, 
tbey were plentifully supplied by a large oreiplns of gallant 
geatlcniai that IbUowed his lordship's colouii, bmne by Cap- 
tain Bramlejr ; and ^ John BcrkelejalsoIuMlaiwtber d^ty; 
wthftt the whole annj appointed to land was near upon a 

■Pwchs%it3a,ii)9. 
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thousand, especially seeing that the officers of several com- 
panies were not reckoned, in these numbers". It wai now 
debated whether to pass through the Virgins, which many of 
the masters and sea captains would have preferred as the 
nearer way, and there were divers on board, both soldiers and 
mariners, who had gone this way with Drake ; or to hold the 
old course through the Passages. The first was the nearer 
but more dangerous way, being, says Layfield, very narrow, 
about the breadth of the Thames near London, and they 
durst not promise themselves the continuance of a leadin|[r 
wind. The earl, however, determined upon the fiuther and 
safer course ; more desiring, he said, to be the first that 
took Puerto Rico, than the second that passed through the 
Virgins. On the morning of the 5th, two small pinnaces 
were sent fon%'ard to explore the landing. Captain Knotsford, 
who was in one of them, having been Sir John Hawkhis's 
pilot, and esteemed to be very expert in those countries. 
The fleet lingered till it was dark, and then putting out all 
sails, came to them undiscovered a little after midnight. But 
the pinnaces had found the distance more than had been 
supposed ; it was dark before they reached the place which 
they went to discover, and for fear of canying the earl to 
leeward, they had tarried for him and done nothing. He 
stood off and on till morning, and then descried what ap- 
peared to him a smooth landing-place; but all who had 
been with Drake insisted that it was impossible to get there, 
" the wind over-blowing all day out of the sea ". The eari, 
however, and Sir John Berkeley rowed thither, and found it 
not only smooth but a most goodly sandy bay, and that they 
might march all along by the sea-side till they came to the 
town. Well pleased with this, he gave orders that every 
captain and ship should put their men in boats, and follow 
his bloody colours, which he would have presently landed. 
But some of the commanders objected that the march seemed 
to be great, that none knew the way, and that if the towi^ 
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H they bad often heard, stood on an island, they should be 
forced to return to their ships, not having means to get unto 
it, "Gentlemen," Mid the earl, "a wiilin(j mind makes long 
•teps with great ease. I have been sick, anil am not now 
•trong ; you shall go no farther nor faster than I will do 
before you. For guides, we need no better than our eyes; 
the town standing by the sea-side, and we landing from the 
tea, tee no other but fair sandy bays all the way thither. 
We might land much nearer, if we were sure there were 
anywhere to leeward such a liendlnnd as this, that makcth 
tmooth landing within it ; but that being uncertain, I mean 
to take this, which I do assuredly believe God hath directed 
01 UDto ; for I am sure it is better than any ever told me of. 
And for your last argument, that if it be an island we shall 
not get into it, that reason is nothing ; for you see our boats 
may row by us ; and when we shall come to any water, they 
may set as over if.it be deep ; in ilullow placet we ahall past 
oajBcUea. So all you have said or can lay being tboroughly 
anfwered, let me have no more speaking, but get your men 
all into your boats and follow in order as I have directed 
ytw." Further, he told them, that in taking Puerto Rico, 
they should pMsen the keys of all the Indict, and tliat 
tbongh there were not so many millions in the town at when 
a greater force &iled to take it, it wat neverthelen rich, and 
there were gold mines in the iiland. And if meo of judg- 
ment thought it was too strong for their itrength to cany, 
because it had already resisted a modi sttoager foree, that 
oontaderaUoii ought to encourage them, seeing the more 
cause would they have to be proud of taking it ; " and believe 
me," be pursued, "assured we tie to tdie it, now we see 
where to land quietly ; the Indiwi soldieiv live too pleasantly 
to venture their lives ; they will make a great show, and 
perhaps endure one brunt, bat if they do any more, tear w» 
topteesl"* 

•PoidMH^ IIS), 1134. N 
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By eight in the morning the whole force was landed, 
about a 1000 men, "in a most fine place/' says the eaii, 
"where not any wet his furniture nor saw an enemy; by 
which means all our troops were put in good order, and 
were made much stronger than a small resistance before 
we were marshalled would have made us". The landing 
was about four leagues from the town, toward which they 
marched in the extreme heat of the day ; this, and the waj 
being sandy, would, he says, "no doubt have tired many, but 
that going all along by the sea, they marched at pleasure 
in it when they listed ; and besides, had the place whither 
they were going still in sight, which, standing upon the top 
of a hill, showed much nearer than it was ". G>mmonly on 
firm, sometimes on loose sand, yet it was a foir march for 
three leagues, when a few horsemen who had been sent to 
view their strength, came near enough to reconnoitre them, 
then turned their horses and galloped away. They soon 
fell in with a negro who was willing enough to be their 
guide, but he neither spoke good English nor good Spanish ;^ 
and moreover was in great fear, as well he might be, at 
finding himself exposed to imminent danger on one side or 
the other, whether he led them right or not. "Through 
most unpassable rocks and cliffs," he brought them to the 
entrance of an arm of the sea, by which the little island on 
which the capital stands is separated from the main one. 
The earl had expected to get over in his boats, but this he 
saw was hindered by a bulwark on the island side, close at 
the mouth of the entrance, with five pieces of great brass 
ordnance. The entrance was not above sixty yards over, and 
a little within stopped quite across with piles ; so that while 
the Spaniards occupied this fort it was not possible to get 
in there. There were some who proposed to plant musque- 
teers among the rocks, that they might beat those in the 
fort from their guns ; but though this was thought feasiUe, 
it was not determined on, because, if the fort had been 
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talcnced, the; were ignorant of the depth ; and the boats 
had not yet found »ny landing'plftoe. "And here," the 
chaplain says, "we were at a flat bay, even at our wits' end." 
The earl, however, was sure there must be some good passage 
by which the horsemen had come ; "and with much ado the 
aegnt, being something eomforteil, and partly with threaten- 
ing, partly witli promises, brought to the little wits he had," 
was made to understand whither they wanted to be guided. 
"When," says the carl, "I perceived he understood me, I 
followed him through the most wickedest wood that ever I 
was in in all my life." The troops went on "with as nimble 
ninds as weary bodies, for they had marched from morning 
till it was even on the edge of the evening, but they would . 
aot be weary ; and, at length, through such untrtidden paths, 
or rather no paths, as would have taught," the chaplain 
obwrvcs, "the most proud body to stoop humbly," they came 
upon the footing of the horsemen, and following their beaten 
trt^, came jiut at aunaet to a long and narrow causeway, 
leading to a bridge, which connected the great island with 
the lesser one. The causeway was wide enough for three 
penoDB abreast, and the bridge was drawn up ; on the op- 
poritc bank was a strong barricade, and ■ little beyond it a 
fort with ordnance. They leamt from another negro, that 
at low water the passage waa findable beside the cansewaj ; 
" but their own sailors could say little to the ebbing and 
Bowing here ; " and the only way to know the fit time of 
assault was to set a continual watch, to give preaent informa- 
tion of the ebb. Two in the morning was the time which 
the negro stated. The traopa, therefore, woe ordered to 
rest and refreah themselves, for the better enabling them to 
fi^t in the morning.* 

'PoTcbas, 11J4, iiCol Thu tu tlw cacl's own aarrativa of the 
nfmgt cxtcnda. " Hm same booonnUa baAd," says Porclias, " hath 
bsM ov actor and aothar ; but ban, when ba conaa to doiag, ba teaaks 
off ipaaU^, Md {ton Martt faaa Mmariti swchantath words fcr 
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They retired to a piece of open ground over which they 
had passed. The negro guided them to some finesh water; 
some had brought bread with them, and the earl "was no 
niggard of what he had ". His lodging that night wai his 
target. '* I/' says the chaplain, " lay at his head, and to my 
remembrance never slept better. Two hours befiyre day the 
alarum was given very quietly, and was readily taken, for we 
needed not but to shake our ears." There grew a question 
concerning the command that day, between Berkeley «nd 
the earl, arising from an honourable desire on both sides 
to have the post of danger. The earl yielded to a fiur plea, 
becomingly urged, and to the representation that, being the 
general, it behoved him, for the sake of the army, to consider 
his own preservation ; nevertheless he persisted in being at 
the service in person, though he left Sir John with the com- 
mand ; and he put himself in armour, as did all the com* 

swords, and mercurial arts into martial acts." He then often declares 
the reason which induced him to leave out apolitical discourse, and state- 
moral mystery of this history, written by the same noble commander. 
" The times,'* he says, ** are altered, and howsoever planets have their 
peculiar course, fixed stars must move with their orb, and follow the 
first movable. The men of Bethshemesh bought dearly their prjring 
into the ark ; and I know not how I may be tolerated to utter now in 
public those state mysteries which he then in private counselled for his 
country's good. I could also be willing, as I know the world would be 
greedy of such morsels; but JEsop'sdog, snatching at the shadow of a 
morsel in the water, lost that which he had in his mouth ; and his crow, 
gaping to sing to please the fox, displeased herself with loss of all her 
other wealth and purchase. Everywhere in this vast work we have been 
wary, and yet scarce wary enough of this danger in our wariest wariness ; 
wherein yet (if any such fault be) it is not sm itching finger, busy in 
things above us, but store of business in so multiform a task, perhaps, 
hath occasioned oversight to eyes, otherwise dim enough. Once whatso- 
ever the king and state disclaim, I disclaim also as not mine, because I 
and mine are theirs, and no further desire to be, or see mine own than in 
the public ; of which, and for which (under God) I am, have, can, writer 
do, speak, acknowledge all things. I will pry in the East and Weal 
Indies, rather than state it at home ** (p. xi54)* 



» * ■ •■■! 



156 ENGLISH SEAMEN 

numdere, and who clie hud snnour, for they looked that the 
tervice should be hot. So, indeed, it proved ; the enemjr'i 
•entincls discovered them &s they approached ; the Spaniard* 
were perfectly prepared ; and the memlier of the Church 
■nililant, when he declares it may be well said that it was 
well fought by his comrades, says also, that if it had been 
day, and every one could have seen what he did, so many 
wouhJ probably not have deserved so much commendation. 
The assault continued about two hours ; and " thouf^h the 
■xsailantA left no way in the world unattemptcd, yet no way 
could they find to enter the (catc ", The causeway, he says, 
had been purposely made so rugj^ed, that the adventurers, in 
order to keep their feet, chose to wade in the water beside . 
it. The earl's shield-bearer stumbled, and falling against the 
earl overthrew him into the water, where, being by reason of 
hU armour unable to rise, he was in great danger of drowning. 
It was not till a second attempt, that the sergeant-major, 
who WHS next him^ succeeded in getting him out, and not 
till he had swallowed so much salt water a* to cause such 
eitranity of sickness, that he was forced to lie down in the 
Tcry place upon the causeway, till, being lomewhat recovered, 
be was able to be led to a spot of more ease, where the 
bullets made him threatening music on eveij side ; and there 
be remained till the end of the action, lying upon the ground, 
* veiy exceeding sick," in a place to perilous that it would 
bave been as safe to be at the entiy of a breach b; assault.* 

The assailants had the advantage of numbers, but they 
were in » position where that advantage coold not «vsil them. 
"Not leas than SOOO English bulleta were sent among the 
Spanianls, who, on their part, were not much behind the 
invader* in aending these heavy leaden mevengcts of death ; 
Sir bevdea six pieces of great Ofdnaace which played just 
mpcm the CMseway, aod some prat^ ttote of musqueteer^ 
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at a port fast by the gate there lay a fowler, or caat piece, 
that did more scathe than all the rest, for this shot at once 
many murdering shot, wherefore the piece is also called a 
murderer." Yet the English came to the gate, and some 
two or three began to hew at it with bills, for want of fitter 
instruments ; others meantime were at the push of the pike 
at the ports and loop-holes, and having broken their own * 
pikes seized those of their enemies with their naked hands 
and broke them. With all these exertions they could not 
force an entrance, and Berkeley, attempting to discover if a 
passage could be found on either side of the gate, twice 
waded so far that he got into deep water, and must have 
perished if he could not have swam. The end was that the 
tide came in; and when day began to break, the water, 
which had been knee-deep, was up to the waist; daylight 
would have enabled the Spaniards to sweep the causeway 
with their guns, and the English were brought oft in good 
time to the place where they had passed the night " God," 
the chaplain says, ''would not have more bloodshed, nor 
our troops as yet to have their wills." The loss in killed 
and wounded was something less than fifty. As soon as the 
surgeons had looked to the wounded, the men were marched 
to the sea-side, where the boats had been ordered to meet 
them with food.* 

While they refreshed themselves there, the earl went on 
board, being still so sick that some danger was apprehended. 
His intention had been to rest on board that night, but his 
thoughts were so busied and restless that in a few hours he 
had digested another plan of operations, and came on shore 
again to put it in execution. The resolution was to attack 
the fort at the entrance of the channel; and believing it 
necessary to cany this, at whatever cost, he ordered one of 
the ships to bear in close to the shore, though the danger of 

^Purchas, zz6z. 
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ber driving upon the rocks was Apparent Some fifty mus- 
queteen were stationed upon the broken fpxtund opposite ; 
from whence it had before been noted that they might beat 
the enemy from their guns. At the same time 200 men 
were embarked in boats, that they might effect a landing 
between the forts and the town. In the course of an hour, 
the Khip and the muMjuetcers had su beaten the fort that 
lite boats landed at leisure, and this advant&ge was gained 
with the loss of only one man lulled and three wounded ; 
but as it had been apprehended, the ship went upon the 
rocks, and finally was cast away. 'File Spaniards met them 
after they were landed, and skirmished awhile galhuitly, till, 
finding themselves the weaker party, they eflected an honour- 
able retreat into a wood, on the skirt whereof they had made 
their stund ; the invadcnt then advanced to the fort, which 
had been forsaken, and there they established themselves 
for the night. By the time the boati returned for a second 
embulutioa it was Ute at night, and the water ao low that 
there could be no pasaage till the next flood ; ao the com- 
panies were again marched to the safe ground on which they 
had taken op their lodging before ; there they rested and 
refreshed themselves, waiting for the tide, croaMd there as 
toon m it served, and being thus In the smaller island, they 
now made little doubt rf complete incceM. The distance 
was about a mile and half from the town, the way woody on 
either side, and ao nanow that not m«e than three men 
conid march afareut; yet though the groand was so Gt for 
ambuscades, "or," says Layfield, "for the Irish manner ot 
charging, hy sodden coming on and off," no attempt was 
made to oppoae or annoy their march. By day-bfcak they 
reached the town, and found none bat women there, and men 
whom either ag« or infirmly or wounds bad disabled ; the 
rest bad betaken than to one at their forts to the tenwaid, 
aOedUora.* 
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The city of San Juan de Puerto Rico is described at that 
time as less in circuit than Oxford, " but veiy much bigger 
than all Portsmouth within the fortifications, and in sight 
much fairer ". There was not much lost ground within that 
space, the buildings having increased one-fourth within the 
three preceding years. The streets were large, the houses 
built after the Spanish manner, of two stories height only, but 
very strongly, and the rooms " goodly and large, with great 
doors, instead of windows, for receipt of air ". " The cathedr^ 
was inferior to the poorest of our cathedral churches ; and 
yet," says the chaplain, " it is fair and handsome ; two rows 
of proportionable pillars make two aisles, besides the middle 
walk, and thus all along up to the high altar. It is darker than 
commonly country churches in England, for the windows are 
few and little, and those indeed without glass (whereof there 
is none to be found in the town) but covered with canvas, so 
that the most of the light is received by the doors." The 
earl, as soon as he had taken full possession of the town, set 
sufficient guard, and quartered his companies, summoned the 
fort, requiring the governor to deliver it up to him for the 
Queen of England, who had sent him thither to lake it ; the 
governor returned for answer that the King of Spain had sent 
him thither to keep it, and keep it he would as long as he 
was able. It was now a great object with the earl to reduce 
it with the least possible loss, for he considered -that he was 
to leave a strong garrison, and yet must himself go home well 
guarded. His first care was to cut off all their means of 
supply; and for this purpose boats were stationed between 
the fort and the main ; two batteries also were provided, in 
case the enemies' food should last longer than he wished. 
They were ready on the ninth day after the capture of the 
town too late to be then opened ; and the morrow being Sun- 
day, he would not begin on that day ; so it was deferred till the 
next morning.* 

* Purchss, iz6s, 1x64. 
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"The noise of wnr meantime was oat K> great, but that 
the itill voice of justice was wel] heard." "It is no news," 
wyt Lajrfield, " that in such companies there will be outrages 
committed." One very good soldier the earl publicly dis- ' 
gnuxd for " over- violent spoiling a gentlewoman of her 
Jewels ". But as this example did not prove terrible enough 
to the rest, he called a eourt -martial, that justice might be 
■nned with the authority of all the commanders; and two 
were condemned to death upon the article of defacing 
diurches and offering force to women. " He that did 
violence to a Spaniard's wife, was a soldier, and had given 
rcTj good proof of his valour ; so far, that his lordship had 
taken special notice of him ; but, being convicted of this 
crime, there waii no place left for mercy ; but hanged he 
tras in the market-place, the Spaniards, as many as would 
come, being sulTered to be present at the execution. The 
Other, who had defaced a church, was a sailor ; great inter- 
eouon waa made for him by the Importtmitf of the lailon." * 
Accoiding to Motuon, " there wm oc«a«i<m at that time to 
pleaae them above the soldien : twice he was taken from the 
gaUows, while endeavoun were nied in vain to obtain hi* 
pardon, but when he was brought out the third time the eari 
allowed himself to be entreated ". It waa, indeed, a case in 
which the feelings of his people went with the offender, for 
the soldien "could not be held from defacing nnoiderl/ the 
iinagei of the sainti. They were, however, brought by these 
examples to much better teima of rule and obedience." t 

On Monday " the batteriea b^ao to speak very loud ; and 
whereas till then four cr five soldiers could not *ppc»r within 
reach of the fort, but that a shot of great ordnance would be 
•ent to Matter them, tearcc a Spaniard was now to be seen 
■poo any part at their wall ". In the coniM of oite day it 
VM p ei c el ved that the cavalier was MUBckatljr be«tcn, and 
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that with the next rain (which at that season was 
seldom nor little) it would fall ; being of a sandy earth, it did 
but crumble into dust The cannoneers were directed there- 
fore to ''beat the other point nearer the sea, for that so 
flanked the gate and the breach already made, that without 
great danger there could not any approach be made, and his 
lordship was grown exceedingly niggardly of the expense of 
any one man's life ". By the middle of the ensuing day the 
Spaniard demanded a parley, and proposed to give up the 
fort, on condition that " with colours flying, match in their 
cocks and bullets in their mouths, they should be set without 
the point of the bridge, and go whither they would ; that all 
prisoners should be delivered without ransom, and no man's 
negroes or slaves be detained ". The earl utterly refused any 
such composition; but told him that because he took no 
pleasure in shedding Christian blood, he would deliver them 
terms, which if they liked, he would receive them to mer^. 
These articles were sent to the governor in the earl's own 
hand, and in these characteristic words : — 

" A resolution which you may trust to. 

" I am content to give yourself and all your people their 
lives: yourself with your captains and officers to pass with 
your arms ; all the rest of your soldiers with their rapiers and 
daggers only. 

" You shall all stay here with me, till I give you passage fnm 
the island, which shall be within thirty days. 

" Any one of you which I shall choose shall go with me into 
England, but shall not stay longer there than one month, but 
being well fitted for the purpose, shall be safely sent home 
into Spain without ransom." 

It was doubted whether there were any in the fort who 

understood English, and therefore some advised that the 

articles should be translated into Spanish : "but his lordship 

peremptorily refused to seek their language, but would have 

them to find out his ". He gave them respite for deliberation 

11 
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till eif;ht the next morning, and at that time the conditions 
were accrptcd, the Spaniards only desirinft further, that they 
miftht have two roloufs left them, in lieu of which they 
promised that nifthing should be spoiled in the fort The 
goventor and liis company dined with the earl : after dinner 
he returned to the fort, brought out the men, nearly *00, and 
delivered the keys to the earl, who immediately brought in 
hb own colours and Sir John Berkeley's, and placed them 
npon the two points of the fort. Everything hitherto had 
been conducted not only honourably but courteously on 
either side : the Spaniards took all their property with them, 
■nd were secured in Fortaieta, a strong castle in the city, 
which they had not attempted to defend. On the following 
day the fleet entered the harbour, the fort Mora "being to 
the sea very strong, and fitted with goodly ordnance, and 
bestowed for the most advantage to annoy an enemy that 
possibly could be devised, insomuch that it was thought im- 
possible for any vessel to pass that point if its passage were 
Opposed by her guns. Yet wu it very dangeimu to ride 
without, aa the invaden foond by the loaa of many anchor* 
and cables, and one of their ■bipa." 

The prisoners were sent to Cartbagena, M » place n far 
to the leeward that they neither, in haate, eould make any 
preparatiMi for the recovery erf INierto Eico, nor send new* to 
Spain. The governor and lome few othen who deserved 
lome respect, were put on board the ships that convoyed 
tbem, and were permitted to proceed in those ahipi to 
l^ngUnil The carl'a "hotMMrable rcsdntion and intend- 
ment," as the chaplain G«Ued it, " waa not to come ao far for 
the sake of taking and ipoiling amne place in the new world, 
and then run home again, bat to keep Puerto Rico, by God'a 
leave, if it pleaaed God to give it into hia hands. That wai 
the place he meant to cany, whataoever it mi^t cost Um, 
being the veir key of the West lodki, whidi lodtetb and 
rirattcth aa the (Old and tihar at the oootiiMBt, and AmoiM, 
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and Brasil : " such was his * opinion of its importance. He 
knew, says Layfield, that St Domingo might, with much less 
loss, be taken, and would bring much greater profit for the 
present ; in regard thereof, and of the desire he had his ad- 
venturers should become gainers, his thoughts sometimes 
took that way, but finally they stayed at Puerto Rico, and 
there settled themselves. As this was his resolution before 
he had it, so was it also after he had it, and then not onlj 
his, but every man of worth or spirit saw such reason in his 
lordship's designment, that some thought themselves not 
graciously dealt with in being passed over, while others were 
named to stay. He was indeed persuaded that though the 
** eminent and known profits " of the place were ginger, sugar 
and hides,f yet the island was rich in gold mines, and that the 

*Sir William Monson had formed a very different opinion. 
** Whereas/' he says, *' all men's actions have a reasonable show of 
likelihood of good to redound to them in their intended enterprises, yet 
cannot I conceive how a land attempt upon towns could yield my lord 
any profit, or the merchants that adventured with him. For my lord 
by experience well knew, having been himself at the taking of some 
towns, that they afforded little wealth to the taker, because riches of 
value will be either burned or secretly conveyed away. And for mer* 
chandises of great bulk which that poor island yielded, it was only some 
fiew hides, black sugar and ginger, which would not amount to any 
great matter, to countervail the charge of so costly a journey. Com- 
monly that island sends out two or three ships of a reasonable harden 
to transport the yearly commodities it yieldeth ; for though it bears the 
name of being in the Indies, yet it is a place remote and unfrequented 
with traffic, either from the Indies or any other place ; or thou^ the 
island should be surprised at such a season of the year as their com- 
modities were ripe and ready for transportation, yet the value is not to 
be esteemed, where so many people that adventured with my lord woe 
to look up for a dividend according to their adventure ** (p. Z91). 

t ** There is so incredible abundance of horses,** my the chaplain, 
** that it is lawful for any man to kill what he needeth for his use, if only 
hs be so honest as to bring the skins to the proper owners. Now these 
hides must rise to a huge sum of riches, considering that their cattle are 
isi larger than any country that I know in Sngland doth yield; for 
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King of Spkiii, in hi* policy, lind cuueil to work them, brrniise 
of their VMy ptTxIiictLvenew; " the Kwectncta he found mnde 
him uiiwillinR to huve any co-pnrtncre j" anil teeing that 
thi* inland lay nearest the Indies to those people of whose 
Int^vlopiug he stood most in fear, "he would not Uy such « 
b»it"' to attract them, lest having once set fool there, "they 
tbould not only gild their fingers, and pay their xoldiera for 
the present with his treasure," but "make it their halting- 
pUcc on tlie longer journey to the other islands and con- 
tinent, which were the coffera from whence his ware were 
tti ". Another view of recondite policy was imputed to the 
Spanish king, who was supposed to reason thus, — that if in 
« shorter voyage and less time his subjects were sure to make , 
themselves masters of as much gold as if they went farther, 
few would fetch it from Peru, or the other more inland parta 
of the Indies. Moreover, it wa» reported to the conquerors 
as a certain truth, tliat Jnarhin de Luyando,* formerly a 

their kine that I have seen hen are lot gooiDincss, both of head* and 
bodies, compaiable with oui English oxen. And I wot not how that 
kind of beasi hath specially a liking to these sootbeily paits of the 
wotld above theii hones, none of which I have seen by mtKh w tall and 
goodly ai ordinarily they are in England. They are well made and 
well mettled, and good store Iberc are of them ; bat mdhinks there ar* 
many thing* wanting in them which are ordinaiy in out English light 
bones. They are all trotters; not do I rem ember that I have teen 
•ba*« one smblet, and that a vcty little fiddling nag" {p. lift). 

* This man, says Layfield, may be Judged to have been of no great 
dthet wit or care ; lor it is certainly reported, that oftentimes meeting 
his o«m slaves cotning out of the ooantiy to bit boDM in Pncito Rico 
witfa slcre of gold, be did not know them to be hi* own, tin tbemtdves 
told him to; and yet this man died so very ridi| that be left every of 
his three sons loo/no doeats. InMoiDdi, that the yoongeM of them 
being bi Spain upon the de^»teh of some bostnesi wbldi hit biber had 
kftanMttlediWM there ihoaghi of stale so good that a Mvqvis ihongfat 



ootUng wiU Imi wbM Ood, with Hit prMsning hisw in g, doth not 
hMp things ugetW. ForaiUidqFKMOTisthsn Mjrn^aindK taft 
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mint master in the island, had sent the king a mass of pure 
gold, which was found to be worth 3500 ducats ; and " diven 
times he had found such pieces of pure ore, that only hy 
splitting them he made himself trenchers of gold to eat his 
meat on "* Perhaps the military chaplain was as little likelj 
as any of those who were under his spiritual care to consider 
how much happier this rich Joachin might have been if he 
had remained in his own country, where he might have eaten 
from a wooden trencher with as good an appetite, and a 
better conscience. 

The English apprehended no ill from the climate. From 
three in the morning till six was the coolest part of the day ; 
"a man might then well endure some light clothes upon 
him; from six till about eight it was very 'sweltering';" 
then a fresh breeze usually sprung up and continued to blow 
till four or five in the aflemoon, during which time the 
houses were comfortably cool : the hottest hours were from 
thence till midnight ; and it was thought dangerous to be 
abroad then because of the sere/to, which Layfield translates, 
"the rainy dew": the soldiers who lay abroad in the fields 
awoke wet with it " Books had their glued backs melted 
and loosened by the heat : flowers or fruits candied in 
England lost their crust there, and English comfits grew 
liquid;" but after some little acquaintance he thought it 
likely to prove a very healthful place, for they found hale 
people there who were eighty or ninety years old. The 
report of some mortality that had lately prevailed there 
seems not to have disquieted them. "What place," said the 
chaplain, " is always free from that scouige of God ? " But 

of all his riches ; and this now most poor though great lady, not being 
able to proportion herself to the lowness of her fortune, and besides 
vexed with her husband's ill condition, hath, by authority, left him ; and 
having entered religious profession, is at this present in a nunnery in 
St. Domingo (p. 1170). 

^Purchas, 1x65, i'70* 
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be wotm diiwovercd that the great nins in July and August 
"must needs be very dnngerous to bodies already rarefied by 
the heal of the sun then over them, and yet rather where 
vehement exercise hath more opened the porea whereby 
Inwaid heat is exhaled". Early in July more than iOO had 
died, there were twice as many siek, and "no great hope 
to recover the most of them "". The disease was a flux, 
" sMuetimes in the beginning aceompanied with a hot ague, 
but always in the end attended by an extreme debility and 
waste of spirits, so that for some two days licfore death the 
armi and tegs would be wonderful cold, and this was held for 
a certain sign of near departure ". From this mortality the 
earl "saw it vtiis not God's pleasure that thin island as yet" 
should be inhabited by the Englixh"; and as soon as he 
became conscious that it was not in his power to keep the 
city whieh he had taken, he made overtures to the Spaniards 
for ransoming it. They entertained these overtures without 
any Intentioo of coming to an agreement, but In hope of pnv 
bmging the time, till the prevailing distemper should have 
■0 far weakened the invaders, that they should be unable to 
destroy the place before they abandoned It Thii, the chap- 
lain alSmu, had never been his lordship'i ptirpoce ; and it 
appear* that oa his part he had not much expectation of 
obtaining the ransom ; but he thought tuch a negotiation the 
likelieat way of deluding the islanden, "whom he could not 
M well rule with any other bit, hi* own atrength being now 
grown weak ".* 

McAntime all the hfdea, ginger and ngar which could be 
collected were forthwith shipped, and so was all the anuuim>- 
tioD In the dty and all the otdnance which had been taken ; 
"which amounted," sayi Layfield, "in all and of all lorta 
very near the full number of fbniMCK cast pieco^ aome of 
than the goodliest that I erer nw ". He aln put on board 
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•ome specimens of the sensitive pUnt in pots, hoping that be 
might succeed in conveying to KngUnd what appettred to 
him and his people the most extnordinaiy prodiBctioo of the 
island.* This done, he left the strength of the navj with 
Sir John Berkeley, to follow him as soon as they were icady, 
and sailed himself with two of the larger ships and screa 
smaller ones. "The true reason of his desire to be gone 
from Puerto Rico quickly was a desire he had to be at the 
Aiores, for he had so plotted the voyage, that still he wovld 
have a string left in store for his bow, and he hoped to be 
there before the Mexican fleet The instructions which be 
left with every ship, under his own hand, were in these 
worck : 'You shall steer in with the southward pait o^ 
Floruk. If you find mc not in that course, then seek mc 
between ten and fourteen leagues of Fayal, west-aouth-wcsL 
If thcic ycm find mc not, then come through betwixt Fayal 
ami tlir Pike, and seek mc in the road at Graciosa. If yov 
find m? at none of these places, you may be assured I am 
gone fium the i%lands to England.' He left order 



* " Th» herb." the chapUin My«. " ii a hiik conicmpubk 
look upoi\ «kiih a long «iroo«icn Malk creeping upon the froaad* afi4 
•cldom U(tj\g it»cU above a handful high (lom the ground. il«t il katll 
a property *-hKh confoundelh my under ^landing, and pcffhapt will ••■■ 
fttrangc in tac way of phiioaophcri who have denied every pan oi mam 
to any plant, yet thit certainly tcemeth to have facling. For if yo« lay 
your tini;er u a ttick upon the leave* of it. rtoc only that «wy pmtm 
whKh >'ou toiched. but that that it near to it, will contract icadC and 
run toik'cthcr aa if it «rere presently dead and withered; not only ika 
leavei. but the very iprigs being touched. wiU to ditdainliiUy wiihdfsw 
them»clvec aa if they would Mip thcmtelvct rather than be 
whKh Mate beth leaf and aprig will continue a good while 
return to the former green and ilouriahmg form. And tlicy say tkat la 
long aa the party whKh touched it ttandeth by it. U will not Open, b«l 
after hat departise it wiU ; tbia Uat I dad not myvelf obeerve, and if il be 
•o. It mutt be more than aente whence audi a aol knn eea caa 
but far the former, I have myvelf been often aa eyt-wnnaM* lo 

r. fat n freweUi in very msay plaess ia lbs bnls isliad * (f^ iiH)* 
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Bak^ty ta ienn the city underaced, saving only that Port 
to the Undwanl" Both the Mrl's 
AvMon and Berkdqr'i were scattered in a storm ; the earl, 
fcpwwM , when be cane 07 Florcs, met with enough of his 
Aipa to fana a reapectnbk force ; but he learnt that the 
were passed by, »nd that the 
not expected ; and upon this disappoint' 
beld,aiidft wac detamlned to retvn to 
Ei^and widiDiit delaj. Tbey would pnbaUf have all beei 
wnckcd iqioa Uihant and the lodn, if the «ari hd not, lU 
«p | M a»iu a to hk maattf, jndgcd fron the wndfaigi tkat 
Oej weranear the eoaat of Aanee, and ghen otden than- 
ftratotake • mace noftberij eoone t far the next monfay* 
Aet eoHt waa Ken.* 

Tbh waa hb last expedHkm. No other mlijeet ercr stder- 
took BO mai^ at hii own eoat ; and F«Iler gf««a Un tht dia- 
tlnctioD of being "tlie beat bmn a»»g»«ii™«. that ever 
lianrded hlnuelf In that kind " ; adding, that hia fleetf were 
"bound for no otlier harbour than the port of Honour, 
though toochlog at the port of Profit in paaaage thereunto ; 
I say loadiiMg (taya the old worthy), for hia decign waa not 
to enrich hinuelf, but impoverish the enemy. He waa aa 
merciful as valiant (the best metal bows beat), and left im- 
ptcsskm of both in all placea where he came." Fuller 
enlogiaea him as " a person wholly composed of trse honour 
and valour". There were some other ingredieata in his 
diaracter; and when the Earl of Cumberiand bors "next to 
his paternal coats three murdering chain shot^" such an 
addition to hit aramial bearings was more significoit than be 
intended it. The desire of gain most have influenced him in 
his privateering speculatiotia as much as the desirs of honour ; 
Sat a pnidigal expenditure, and losses in hon»«seing (which 
i p ectBi of gamii^ had in Ui days bc^nn to be one of the 
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follies of the great) had emlMirnutcd hit «fkiii. Neit to his 
▼oyages, this pution, and the dispUj which he mAde «t tilti^ 
and in all other ezpentive sports, " were the great oecaaion of 
his selling land *' ; and he is said to ha¥e ^ consamed mort 
than any one of his ancestors".* The large cspendiUnv 
which his station required his own ample means eovld amply 
have supported ; but no means are adequate to the demaada 
of prodigality. 

When James came to take possession of his new kingdom, 
this nobleman "attended him with such an equipage nf 
followcrsp for number and habit, that he seemed rather a 
king than Earl of Cumberland. Here happened a eontcst 
between the carl and the lord president of the north, abo«t 
carrying the sword before the king in York : the ofice, upon 
due inquiry, was adjudged to him ; and whilst Cliiotd's 
Tower," tay« Fuller, " is standing in York, that iamily will 
never be therein forgotten." He died in the fnrty-eaghth jcsar 
of his age, and wm buhrd at Skipton. Hb armour Mnmj stiQ 
be seen in Appleby Castle. His two sons died in infiuicy; 
and the only daughter whom he left expeheoecd little 
of his love, for bequeathing to her 15,OOOL he cyt off iIm 
entail of his estates aiul kcttled them upon his btothcr. 
She ronte^ted the settlement withcnit success; but on the 
death of that brother without issue the estates revetted to her. 
This daughter, by her second marriage Countcm of P^mfafokc^ 
was one of the most high-minded and remarkable womca of 
her age ; and seems to have been the last penoo in Fngland 
by whom the old baronial dignity of feudal times was sttppoftnL 
All the good connected with it was manifested in this instaiw 
without any of the evil Daniel was her tutor, and she had 
the honour of erecting Spenser's monument 
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SIR JOHN HAWKINS, the teooud loa of Master William 
Hawkins and Joan Trelawnj his wife, was bom at 
Pljmottth. His fiither is said to have been mueh 
esteemed by Heniy VIIL as a prindpal sea-captain^ and is 
the first Englishman who is known to have tnded to Biasil, 
having made two Tojages thither in his own ship^ the PomI ^ 
of Pljmottth, in the yean 1530 and 1538.* Plymouth was 
already a port so frmous that the bii^gnqpher of Devonshire 
extols it as presenting ^a kind of invitation from the com- 
modiousness thereof to maritime noble actions *';t and the 
yooth was brought up to his fitther^s calling, and gained 
much experience by making early in life several voyages 
to Spain, Portugal, and the Canaries, ** which were, in those 
days, extraordinary adventures ". Being " grown in love and 
fiivour " with the Canarians by his good and upright dealing, 
and inquiring from them concerning the state of the West 
Indies, he was assured that, ''negroes were veiy good 
merchandise in Hispaniola ; and that store of them might 
easily be had upon the coast of Guinea". He resolved 
upon trying his fortune in this trade ; and having communi- 
cated that desire with his worshipful friends in London, Sir 
Lionel Ducket, Sir Thomas Lodge, hts fiither-in-law. Master 
Gunson, Sir William Winter, and some others, they liked so 
well of his intention that they became liberal contributors 
and adventurers in the action. 
Three good ships were accofdingly pfovided, the S o l omom 

• Hakfaqrtt iii^ 700. f Plrkw^s ITiriUM. ^ 
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of 120 tons, the Swallow of 100, and the Jonas of 40, "in 
which small fleet Hawkins took with him not above a hundred 
men,* for fear of sickness and other inconyeniences, whereunto 
men in long voyages are commonly subject". He sailed in 
October, 1562, touched at TeneriflTe, where he recetyed firiendly 
entertainment, and proceeded to Sierra Leone; which place is 
said to have been called Taggarin by the natives. Tliere he 
stayed some time, " and got into his possession, partly by the 
sword, and partly by other means, to the number of 300 
negroes at the least, besides other merchandise which that 
country yieldeth ". With this prey (so it is properly denomi- 
nated) he sailed for Hispaniola, and arrived first at the port of 
Isabella, " where he had reasonable utterance of his English 
commodities, and of some part of his negroes, trusting the 
Spaniards no further than that by his own strength he was 
able to master them". At Puerto de Plata he made ''like 
sales, standing always upon his guard " ; and at Monte Christo, 
on the north side of the island, " made vent " of the remainder 
of his negroes, receiving for them, at these places, by way of 
exchange, some quantity of pearls, and hides, ginger, sugar, 
and "other like commodities," enough not only to load his 
own vessels, but for freighting two other hulks ;t and so 
" with prosperous success, and much gain to himself and the 
aforesaid adventurers, he came home, and arrived in September, 
1563". 

It is now no honour to have been the first Englishman who 
engaged in the slave trade. X But it is not generally known 

* '*Such/' says Campbell, '*were the beginnings of Britain's naval 
power I '* With how little reflection must that inapt observation have 
been written I 

t Hakluyt, iii., 500. 

I This is ascribed to Hawkins ; but a sentence in Camden*s history 
(honourable to the historian) seems to throw some doubt upon it. ** Black- 
moor slaves," he says (108), ** were now commonly bought in Africa bjr 
the Spaniards, and, from their example, by tba Englisb, and sold again 
in America ; Aotv konssify I kmm no<.** 
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how «> iniqiiitoiisa tnde grew up without bdng r^gaided at 
in the slightest degree repugnant either to natural justiee, or 
to the prindplet of Christianity. At a time when European 
warfiue had heen mitigated by the courtesies of chimliy, and 
bj the frequent changes of political relations, more than fay 
any growing sense of humanity, the wars between Mahomme- 
dan and Christian were carried oo with as mudi ferocity as 
in the days of Caeur de lion : only where the contending 
parties^ as in Spain, were continually opposed to each other, 
sudi unrelenting hutdieiy was disused fay mutual though tacit 
consent, because it would haye reduced the land to a desert ; 
and there those who fell into the hands of their enemies 
were made slares. The Portuguese, haTing cleared their own 
territoiy, inraded the Moors in Bariiaiy ; the same system 
was there pursued with the same peofde. Their first dis- 
coveries were made as much in the wpMt of conquest as 
of adventure; and the same treatment which usage had 
allotted to the captured Moon was extended, as of course, to 
the negroes who were taken along the same line of coast 
To so great an extent did this prevail, that negro slavery was 
almost as common in Portugal in the early part of the six- 
teenth century as it afterwards became in the sugar islands. 
And so entirely were all persons possessed with the opinion 
that slavery was the condition to which this unhappy race 
was destined, that Las Casas, when he proposed the substitu- 
tion of negro for Indian slavery, as a measure of humanity^ 
never suspected himself of acting inconsistently, nor dreamed 
that the injustice and cruelty were as great to the one race 
as to the other. 

Hawkins, then, is not individually to be condemned if he 
looked upon dealing in negroes to be as lawful as any other 
trade, and thought that force or artifice might be employed 
for taking them with as little compunction as in hunting, 
fishing, or fowling : this was the common opinion of his age, 
and not a solitary voice had been raised against it In'the 
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ensuing year he sailed upon a second trading voyage, with 
the JciUM of Lubeck, which was a queen's ship of 700 tons, 
tlie Solomon of 140, and two barques, the one of 50, and the 
other of 30, well stored, and manned with 1 70 men. Tliey 
fell in and joined company with another queen's ship, the 
Minion, Captain David Carlet, and the SL John BapUsi, of 
London, bound for Guinea. Tlieir consort, the Mimom, was 
blown up by the carelessness of a gunner ; but most of the 
people were saved. Hawkins' instructions were thought 
worthy of being recorded as " good orders for a fleet on a long 
voyage ". They were in these words : " Tlie small ships to 
be always a-head and a-weather of the Jems, and to speak 
twice a day with the Jesus at least. If in the day the ensign 
be over the poop of the Jesus, or in the night two lights, 
then shall all the ships speak with her. If there be three 
lights aboard the Jesus, then doth she cast about If the 
weather be extreme, that the small ships cannot keep company 
with the Jesus, then all to keep company with the Solowum, 
and forthwith repair to Tenerifle, to the northward of the 
road of Sirroes. If any happen to any misfortune, then to 
show two lights, and to shoot off a piece of ordnance. If any 
loose company, and come in sight again, to make three yawes, 
and strike the mizen three times. Serve God daily ; love one 
another; preserve your victuals; beware of fire, and keep 
good company." * 

They touched at the Canaries,! " the fruitjfulness of which 
island," sap the historian of this voyage,^ ''doth surely exceed 
far all other that I have heard of For they make wine 
better than any in Spain : they have gnpes of such bign< 



* Hakluyt, iii., 501. 

t ** Here we took fishes with heads like conies, and teeth nothing 
varying ; of a jolly thickness, but not past a foot long; and is not to be 
eaten without flaying, or cutting off bis head " (Haklujrt, 503). 

t John Sparke. 
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tliftt ibey may be oompared to damsoii^ and in taste inferior 
to none : fer sugar, sockets, imisins of the son, and manj other 
firults^ abundance ; fer rosine and raw silk there is great store: 
thej want neither com, pullets, cattle, nor jet wild fowl. 
Thej hare many camels, also, which, being young, are eaten 
of the people for Tictuals, and being old they are used (or 
carriage. About this island are certain flitting islands, which 
hare been oftentimes seen, and when men approached near 
them they vanished ; as the like hath been of these islands 
DOW known, by the report of the inhabitants^ whidi were not 
Ibnnd of long time one after the other ; and therefore it should 
seem he is not yet bora to whom Ckid hath af^winted the 
finding of them.** From thence they made Gape de Verd, 
where the natives are described as ''more dvil than any 
other, because of their daily traffic with the Frenchmen," and 
as being ''of nature veiy gentle and loring''. This they 
had shown by their treatment of some shipwrecked French- 
men a little before. Yet, though Hawkins knew the dis- 
position of these people, and had taken on board one of the 
men who had been so kindly used, that he was not, without 
difficulty, persuaded to leave them, he endeavoured to kidnap 
some for slaves, and laid snares for them accordingly. 
But the crew of the ship which had been blown up revealed 
the intended treachery, and thereby frustrated it : perhaps, 
having lost their ship, they were not entitled to share with 
the rest; for it is not to be supposed that they had any 
better sense of right and wrong than their comrades.* 

Hawkins could not enter the Rio Grande, as he wished, 
for want of a pilot ; he proceeded, therefore, to "one of the 
islands called Sambula," and staying there certain days, went 
"eveiy day on shore to take the inhabitants, with burning 
and spoiling their towns**. It is no extenuation of this 
condoct that it appeared to the natives as legitimate a coo- 

* HaUuxt, 50s, J09. ^ 
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sequence of the law of the strongest as it did to themselyet : 
nevertheless, when we contemplate the course of history, it 
is a consolatory consideration, that the evil produced bj 
invasions and conquest is not all additional evil; but that, 
as in this case, barbarous tribes or nations have endured finom 
strangers such miseries as they would otherwise have inflicted 
upon each other. A people whom the relater of this voyage 
calls Samboses, and whose own country was beyond Sierra 
Leone, had conquered these islands three years before horn 
tlie Sapies, a tribe who inhabited about Rio Grande. ''Tliese 
Sapies," he sa3rs, "be more cruel than the Sambose^; for 
whereas the Samboses live most by the spoil of their enemies, 
both in taking their victuals, and eating them also, the Sapies 
do not eat man's flesh, unless in the war they be driven by 
necessity thereunto ; which they have not used but by the 
example of the Samboses, but live only upon fruits and cattle, 
of which they have great store. This plenty is the occasion 
that the Sapies desire not war, except they be thereunto 
provoked : whereas the Samboses, for want of food, are en- 
forced thereunto, and are not wont only to eat them that 
they kill, but also keep those that they take until such time as 
they want meat, and then they kill theuL" Tlie desire of 
gold was another motive ; for the Sapies buried the dead 
with their golden ornaments, and the fiercer tribe plundered 
the graves, the use of gold, as a medium of exchange, being 
almost the sole practice of civilised society ''in which the 
Portuguese had instructed the natives of the coast ".* 

The Sapies were in appearance the more barbarous people 
of the two : they filed their teeth, ** for a braveiy to set out 
themselves" (a foshion, however, which is likely to have 
originated in manners as ferocious as those of their neighbours) ; 
and " they do jagg their flesh," says the writer, J' both legs, 
arms, and bodies, as workmanlike as a jeridn-maker with ua 

• Haklnyt, 504« 
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pinketh a jerkin". Tliesepeoide were kepi by thdrecmqiieron 
to till the ground ; and bj their laboor it had been brought 
into a more prodoctiTe state than anj other part of the 
eountiy. Poor wretches, the arrival of the En^^ish brought 
with it nothing but evil to them, finr upon them it was that 
the whole eiril fell : their habitatkms were burnt, their pbnta- 
tkms wasted; and, while the Samboses eteiqped in their 
canoes to the main, they fell into the invaders' hands, and 
esdianged the easiest of all states of sUveiy fer the worst 
''We took manj in that plac^** is the statement of one of 
these fieebooten^ ''and as mudi of their fruits as we could 
weQ cany away.** This booty was obtained at the cost of a 
single life : a man, at their dep artu re haviqg tanried rashly, 
to gather pompions, was watdied fay the n^groes^ irbo came 
behind him, overthrew him, and cut his throat ; thus taking 
no undue vengeance upon the only white man that fell into 
their hands.* 

Flushed with this '' prospero u s success," Hawkins was easily 
persuaded by some Portuguese whom he fell in with after 
leaving the island, to attack a negro town called Bymeba, 
where, they told him, there was great quantify of gold, and 
not above forty men, and 100 women and children ; so that if 
he would "give the adventure, he might get 100 slaves". 
He was provoked by his ruling motive, the desire of gain; 
and also by a determination ''that the Portuguese should 
not think him to be of so base a courage, but that he durst 
give them that, and greater attempts". Accordingly, forty 
well-appointed men set forth upon this adventure, guided by 
certain Portuguese, "who brought some of them to their 
deaths". A maiginal note in the original narrative says, here, 
" Ptortugals not to be trusted" ; but the narrative itself shows, 
that misconduct, and not treachay, brought upon this party 
what they well dcaerved. They d is p er sed, eootrary to the 

• Haldayt, 905. ^ 
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captiun's orders, every one thinking to secure what gold be 
could for himself: the negroes took advantage of this, at- 
tacked the stragglers, and drove the whole partj to their 
boats, pursuing them to the water. Seven of the kidnappen 
were killed, including Master Field, captain of the S o l omg m ^ 
and twentj-seven wounded. The people were somewhat dia- 
comforted at this ; but Hawkins, *' in a singular wise manner, 
carried himself with countenance very cheerful outwardly, aa 
though he dkl little weigh the death of his men, nor yet the 
great hurt of the rest ; although his heart inwardly waa 
broken to pieces for it ". ** But he assumed this cheer to the 
end, that the Portugals, being with him, should not presume 
to resist against him, nor take occasion to put him to further 
displeasure." ^ 

Af^er this the two ships anchored at Taggahn, while the 
smaller crafls went up *' a river called the Casserroes,** about 
their traffic. There they learnt from the Portuguese that a 
great battle was about to be fought ; the people of Sierra 
Leone having prepared .SOO canoes to invade them of Taggahn. 
A day was appointed for the battle, *' which wc would hare 
•een,*' sajrs the narrator, *' to the intent we might have taken 
•ome of them, had it not been for the death and sickneM of 
our men, which came by the contagiousness of the place**. 
The canoes carried threescore men apiece, and the towns up 
the river were large, so that they had looked for a good 
booty in prisoners ; but the fatal climate compelled them to 
make haste away ; and they were informed by a Portuguese 
that they had narrowly escaped from the King of Sierra Leone, 
** who had made all the power he could " to take some of 
them, partly for the desire he had to see what kind of people 
they were. An attempt to surprise them fisiled, for they 
look alarm at him, though not thinking there had been tneh 
a mkchief pretended towards them as there waa indeed. ^l( 



* Hsklayt. 50&. 
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thete nMn,'* mji the writer^ '^had oome down in the evening, 
they had done ut gremt diqpletsure, tor that we were- on 
ahoie filling water : bat God, who wofketh all things for the 
besl^ would not hare it io^ and fay Him we eiciqped without 
danger. His name be pimised finr it" * 

These adyentoren lesemUed the Spaniards as much in 
their sense of religion as in their want of any sense of justiee 
or homanify. Making for the West Indies^ th^ were be- 
calmed for the qpaee of eighteen dayi^ **haTing now and 
then," says the writer, ** eootraiy winds and some tornados, 
amongst the same calm ; whidi happened to as very ill, being 
but reasonably watered for so great a company of negroes and 
oorselYes. Iliis pinched us all ; and, that whidi was worrt, 
pat as in sodi fear that many never thoaght to have readied 
the Indies withoat great death of negroes and of themsdves ; 
bat the Almighty God, whidi never sofiereth His dect to 
perish, sent us the ordinaiy breese." The first land whidi 
they made was Dominica, happening fortunatdy upon the 
most desolate part of the island ; whereby they escaped all 
danger from the cannibals, whom the Spaniards represented 
as the most desperate warriors in the Indies, and ** very devils 
in respect of men ". Proceeding to Margarita, the alcayde 
entertained them hospitably, and gave them both beeves and 
sheep for refineshing their men; but the governor would 
ndther speak with Hawkins, nor permit him to traffic, nor 
allow him to engage a pilot He despatched notice of their 
arrivd to the viceroy at St Domingo ; and the viceroy sent 
orders, in consequence, to Cape de la Vela, and to other 
places along the coast, that no man should trade with these 
interlopers, but that they were to be resisted with all the 
force that could be brought together.f 

Obtaining no trade here, and finding no opportunity to 
take in water, Hawkins departed and came to Cmrana. 



* Hakiojt, 50a. ilkd^yij.^ 



X 






HAWKINS AND DRAKE 179 

The SfMniArds whom he found there, Mid **they were but 
soldicn newly arrived, and wcrv not able to bay hii negroca,** 
and they directed him to a commndiouf waterin^-plare two 
leagues ofT called Santa Ke. Neit day the Indiana cane 
down, " preientin/; meal and cakes of bread, made of a kind 
of com called maise, in bignrv of praftc, the ear whereof it 
much like to a teazel, but a ft|iAii in length, baring thereon a 
number of grains. Also they bnHight down hens, potatoesi 
and pines, which wr liouglit," the relater proceeds, "for 
lieads, pewter whittles, glasHr\ knives, and other trifles^ 
Hicse potatoes lie the mcnt dr lira to rvMits tliat may be eaten, 
and do far exceed our pankni|is or ramtts. llieir pines be of the 
bigness of two list^ the outride h hereof i% of the making of 
a pine apple ; but it i^ uy(i like tlie nnd of a cucumber, and 
the inside ealeth like an npple, but it i% more delicious than 
any sweet apple Migared." The «ipmion formed o( the 
Indians here ^as, that they " mi rely Here gentle and tractable, 
and such as dt^ire to live peACfahly, or else it had been im- 
possible for the SpaniAnU to Unvr c<»iiquered them as they 
did, and the more to live now |)rHrej«bIy, they being so many 
in number and the S|wini.inls so few ".* 

Having pasHe<l Ik- t ween Tortuga unci the mam, Hawkins 
tailed along in Ihh pinnace to discern the eoaskt. llie Canbs, 
of whom he saw many on shore, nnd %onie m their canoes, 
showed him gold, invited luni by friendly tokens to trade, 
and were ver} iiii|»ortunate with liim to land; which, "if it 
had not been for want of wares to traffic with, he wcNiId not 
have denied them, because the Indians which he had seen 
before were very gentle |»r<iple, and «ueh as do no man 
hurt; but, as (nkI would have it, he wanted that thing, 
whkh, if he hail had, would liave been his coofusMXi : fur 
these were no such kind c»f |M-ople as he took then to be, 
but norc devilisli a thousand parta, and are eaten and 

* Hsklayt. 50a, 
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devonicn of muf man thej can catdi, — Uoodaacken both of 
Spanlaid^ IndUuifl, and all that Ught in their laps; not 
•paring their own coanttynien, if they ean cooYenientlj come 
1^ them**. This Hawkins learnt at Bofbontay where he 
anchored and went ashore to speak with the Spaniards, de- 
daring himself to be an Englishman, who came thither '' to 
tmde with them by the waj of merchandise,'' and requiring 
licence so to do. They made answer that thej were forbidden 
to traific with anj foreigner, oo penalty of Ibrfeiting their 
goods; ''where&re they desired him not to molest them 
fiuther, but to depart as he came, ton other comfort he might 
not look for at their handi^ because they were subjects, and 
might not go beyond the law". To this he replied, that 
being in a queen's armada, with many soldierB on board, he 
was in need both of refreshment for them, and food and 
money also, without which he could not depart Their 
princes were in amity one with another: the English had 
free traffic in Spain and Flanders ; and he knew no reason 
why they should not have the like in all the King of Spain's 
dominions. Upon this the Spaniards said they would send 
to their governor, who was threescore leagues oflT; ten days 
must elapse before his determination could arrive : mean- 
time he might bring his ships into the harbour, and they 
would supply him with any victuals he might require.* 

Tlie ships accordingly went in, and received all things 
according to promise. Hawkins then /' advised himself, 
that to remain there ten days idle, spending victuals and 
men's wages, and, perhaps, in the end, receive no good answer 
from the governor^ it were mere folly ". So he requested licence 
for the sale of certain lean and sick negroes, who were like 
to die upon his hands if he kept them ten days, having little 
or no refi^eshment for them ; whereas, if they were disposed 
oC they would be recov er ed weQ enou^ : and this request, 

* Haklujrt, 509. 
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he said, he was forced to make, because he had not other- 
wise wherewith to pay for the necessities which he wanted. 
This request being put in writing was deemed reasonable, 
and they granted him a licence to sell thirty slaves. But 
though some eagerness to purchase had previously been 
shown, no one came now to buy. Hawkins knew not whether 
they sought to protract the time till the governor's answer 
should arrive, that they " might keep themselves blameless," 
or if some other policy were in view : upon demanding the 
cause, he was told that the licence had been granted only to 
the poorer people to buy negroes of small price ; their money 
was not ready like rich men's ; and, moreover, as. soon as 
they saw the ship, they had sent away their money and their 
wives to the mountains for fear, and it would take two dmyu 
to bring them back. Some, however, came to cheapen, but 
showed such a disposition to bring down the price, that 
Hawkins sent for the principal of the town, and made show 
as if he would depart, saying he was sorry that he had troubled 
them, as also that he had sent for the governor. For it was 
I not only a licence to sell that he sought, but profit also, 
which he saw was not to be had there ; and, therefore, he 
would seek farther. And he showed them his papers, that 
they might see what he had paid for his negroes ; and de- 
clared, also, "the great charge he was at in his shipping 
and in wages". The Spaniards, who wanted slaves, and 
hoped to get them cheap, did not like to hear of his departure : 
they '' put him in comfort to sell better there than in any 
other place " ; and went so far as to say that, if licence were 
refused, he should not lose his labour in tarrying, for they 
would buy without it.^ 

The details are cimous, because this voyage led the way 
to those hostilities in the New World, which made the 
English name so formidable there, and so odious, and which 



• Hakluyt, 509, 
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fint MJIcd forth the chsracter of the English se&nuui in 
it* whole Ktn-UKth ; and bccniise with these tranMetirm* at 
Biirbamta that illicit trade eommeiiced, which continued as 
long as Spain ret&innl its eolonicis u|K)ii the Amerienn muin, 
Tliat Hawkins might be induced lo st«y, the Spftninrds 
bought some of his lean iieftroes : but when the purchaser 
|iHid the dutjr, and reijuired from tile nfficen of the cuRtoms 
the cuatamary dischnrge, the officers refused to give it, and, 
instead of canyhig the money to the king's aeeoiint, dis- 
tributed it to the poor " for the love of God". He coulil not 
have acted more wisely with a view to his own exculpation ; 
but this caution put a stop to the sale, tlie purchasers fearing 
that they mifrht be called upon (or payment of the duties a 
second time. So trade was suspended till the fourteenth day, 
when the governor nrrivetl. To him Hawkins repeated his 
petition: he had eome thither in a ship of the queen's 
majesty of EngUnd bouiul to Guinea ; but, driven here by 
wind and weather, he had great need tmt of neccMaries alone, 
but money for the payment of his aoldiera to whom he had 
promised it ; ami, indeed, they wonU not depart without it, 
though he were willing to do w. Further, be represented 
that, notwithstanding the prohibition, it would be well taken 
at the govenior's hands if he granted a licence in this case, 
seeing that there was a great ami^ between their prince*, 
and that the thing pertained to our queen's highness. This 
petition was taken into coUMdeiKtian hf the governor in 
council, and the licence was gnmted ; but any nbatement of 
the king's custom, being thirty ducats upon ereiy slave, 
was refused.* 

But as Hawkins had little temple bow be obtahted hU 
negtoes, or what papen he exhibited, or what stoty he told, 
so he was detenoined that the king's duties sboold not stand 
In his way, and that if he oonld not obtain hit priee by tait 
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means, he would extort it from his customers by fear. With 
this resolution, he landed 100 men, well armed with bows and 
arrows, harquebusses and pikes, and marched toward the 
town. Speedy messengers came out to know his demanda. 
"So our captain," sa3rs his honest chronicler, ''declaring how un- 
reasonable a thing the king's custom was, requested to have 
the same abated, and to pay 7^ per cent, which is the ordinary 
custom for wares through his dominions there ; and unto this 
if they could not grant, he would displease them." Answer 
was returned, that all things should be to his content : the 
soldiers and mariners, however, insisted upon having hostages ; 
when these had been given, the traffic was begun, and went on 
without disturbance ; and Hawkins, it seems, found no further 
difficulty in obtaining what he thought a fair price. By mere 
accident, however, his presence, unwelcome as it must have 
been to the persons in authority, proved to be of singular 
benefit to the town. A party of Caribs having obtained a 
guide, came in their canoes by night to bum the place and 
massacre the inhabitants ; and their purpose was likely to 
have succeeded, if the Spaniards had not been upon their guard 
against the English.* Before they left this place, a French 
vessel from Havre arrived from the coast of Guinea, having 
been beaten off from St. Jorge da Mina by the Portuguese 
galleys, and bringing to Hawkins tidings ''most sorrowful 
for him to understand," that the captain of his consort the 
Minion, with a merchant and twelve mariners, had been 
betrayed by the negroes on their first arrival there, and were 
detained prisoners by the Portuguese; so that there was 
great doubt of bringing home the ship. 

Having ended their dealings at Borburata, they proceeded 
to the Island of Cura9oa, where they had ''traffic for hides, 
and found great refreshing both of beef, mutton, and lambs ; 
whereof there was such plenty that, saving for skins, they 

« 
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had tlie flesh given them finr nothing; and the wont in 
the ship thought scorn, not onlj of matlon, bat also of 
sodden kmb, which thej disdained to eat nmoasted". 
Bot, notwithstanding this sweet meat, the narratCNr says, 
^ they had sour sauce thete ; and alter nine dajs' tairiance, 
were rejoiced when they departed : (or fay reason of riding 
so open at sea, what with blasts, whereby their anchors 
being aground there, three at once came home, and also with 
eontrsiy winds blowings whereby, finr fear of the diore, they 
were fidn to haul off to have andior^iold, sometimes a whole 
day and night they turned up and down ; and this happened 
not once, but half a doaen times in the qpaee of theb being, 
there **• Hawkins made next for Rio de la Hadia : there he 
qioke with the king's treasurer of the Indies resident there ; 
told him of his quiet traffic in Borburata; preduoed a certificate 
from the goYcmor in confirmation of this statement ; requested 
licence to trade here also in like manner ; and when he was 
told that this could not be granted, the viceroy having sent 
express commission from St Domingo to resist him with all 
the force they could, he repeated his story of having been 
forced by contrary winds to come into these parts. ''But 
seeing they would, contrary to all reason, go about to with- 
stand his traffic, he would not it should be said by him, that, 
having the force he had, he was driven fifom his traffic per- 
force, but would rather put it in adventure whether he or 
they should have the better ; and, therefore, he called upon 
them to determine, either to give him licence to trade, or 
else stand to their own defence." In reply to this, they gave 
him the licence which he asked, but offered a price less by 
one4ialf than what he had obtained at Borburata. ''Where- 
upon the captain, weighing their unconscionable request, 
wrote to them a letter, sajring, that they dealt too rigorously 
with him, to go about to cut his throat in the price of his 
commodities, which were so reasonaUy rated, as they could 
not by a great deal have the like at any other man's hands ; 
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but seeing they had sent him this to his supper, he would in 
the morning bring them as good a breakfast." * 

Having given this hint that he intended to settle the price 
of his commodities in his own way, Hawkins accordingly 
fired a culverin, in the morning, " to summon the town/' and 
prepared to land with 100 men, having two brass falcons in 
his great boat, " and in the other boats double bases in their 
noses **. The townsmen, " incontinent, in battle annsy," 
marched from the town, making semblance as if they would 
resolutely have opposed the landing; and he, ''perceiving 
them so to brag, commanded the two falcons to be discharged 
at them ; which put them in no small fear to see, as they 
afterwards declared, such great pieces in a boat". At every 
shot they fell flat to the ground ; and at last, for fear of 
these guns, they broke their array, and dispersed. Still their 
horsemen, being about thirty, made a brave show, coursing 
up and down, their white leather targets in one hand, and 
their javelins in the other : but as soon as Hawkins marched 
towards them, they sent a flag of truce ; and the treasurer, 
in a cautious interview with this ugly merchant, acceded to 
all that he asked. Hostages were demanded, as before, on 
the alleged determination of the men ; and these having been 
given, "we made our traffic quietly". Nevertheless, as the 
Spaniards seemed to be collecting, Hawkins thought a second 
display of his strength necessary ; and when the final settle- 
ment was to be made, he went with his three boats, as before, 
"with bases in their noses, and his men with weapons ac- 
cordingly ". All, however, passed off peaceably ; and though 
some displeasure had arisen concerning money due by the 
Governor of Borburata, which was to have been paid by the 
treasurer here, and of which the treasurer refused payment, 
Hawkins " would not molest him " for a debt which was not 
his own, but was content to remit it until another ttme^ 

* Hakluyt, 5x3, 
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They piuled with n show of friendship : the capUiii demanded 
m tntimtminl of his good l>chnvi<iur : it was not given till he 
w»» under Mil, ready to depnrt ; then having received it, he 
very rmirteously took his leave, shooting off the base* of his 
boat for ha farewell ; and the townsmen returned this parting 
salute with four falcons and thirty harquebusses, — glad to be 
sped of such tndeis.* 

He now made for Hispaniols ; but was driven so far lo 
lecwanl, that he fell in with the " middle of Jamaica, though 
the clouds, which Uy upon the land two days together, mitde 
it appear like a headland. There was a Spanish merchant in 
Mawkina' ship, who, trading in Guinea, and being by treason 
taken of the negroes, and afterwards bought by the Tango- 
mangos, was by our captain brought from thence, and hud his 
paauge to go into his own country." Poor man ! he waa 
little bencfitMl by this act of humanity-. Deceived by the 
appearance of the land, he pointed to the objects which, u 
his hopes and imngination shnped them, seemed to him well 
known. Hiii was luch a plmce ; ymder wu such a man's 
ground ; behind that point was the harbour. Before he went 
into the pinnace to go ashore, " he put on his new clothes, 
and tar joy flung sway his old. But in the end," lay* the 
angty namtm', "be pointed so from one pmnt to stiother, 
that we were a-leeboaid of all places, and found ounelves at 
the west end of Jammicm befiM« we were aware of it ; and 
being onee to leeward, there was no getting up again : so 
that, bj tnuting of this Spaniard's knowledge, our cmptain 
Bought not to qieak with any of the inhabitants, which. If he 
had not made himself mm of, he woold have done as his cus- 
tom was In other pUcca." But this man was a plague not <mly 
to our captain, whom be made loae, by ovetihooting the place, 
SOOOJl by hides, which he mi^t have gotten, but alao to him- 
self; tor having been three yean out of hi* eountijr, and in 

•HaUqrVfij. 
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great misery in Guinea, and now in hope to come to his wife 
and friends, as he made sure account, he could not find any 
habitation neither there nor in Cuba, which we sailed all 
along ; but it fell out ever, by one occasion or other, that we 
were put beside the same, so that he was £un to be brought 
to England ; and it happened to him as to that Duke of 
Samaria, when the Israelites were besieged ; "for not ever 
thinking to have seen his own country, he did see the same, 
and went upon it ; and yet it was not his fortune to come to 
it, nor to any habitation, whereby to remain with his friends 
according to his desire ".* 

This unfortunate Spaniard, as he had at first been mistaken 
in the part of the coast, fell into a greater mistake concerning 
the island itself, and concluded that it was Hispaniola ; in 
which erroneous opinion Hawkins concurred, because, being 
ignorant of the force of the current, he could not believe 
that he had been so far driven to leeward. He set his course, 
therefore, for Jamaica, as he supposed ; and this further error 
" came to as ill a pass " as the first ; " for by this did he also 
overpass a place in Cuba called Santa Cms, where, as he was 
informed, was great store of hides to be had " ; and missing, 
thus, two of the ports "where he thought to hare raised great 
profit by his traffic, and also to have found refreshing <^ 
victuals and water for his men, he was now disappointed 
greatly". The latter necessary he found upon the Isle of 
Pinas ; and " although it were neither so toothsome as running 
water, by the means it is standing, and but the water of rain, 
and, moreover, being near the sea, was brackish, yet did nc»t 
they refuse it, but were more glad thereof, as the time then 
required, than they should have been another time with fine 
conduit water ". . After wandering in these seas three weeks 
longer, they overshot the Havannah, ''which," sajrs Sparke, 
"is an harbour whereunto all the fleets of the Spaniards com^ 

^ Hakluyt, 514. 
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and do Iheie tanj to hare one the eompany of another'*. 
Hairkiiifl meant to have watered there, if he had hit the port 
He teems not to hare entertained any i^iprehehsion that, if 
he had fiUlen in there with any ships of greater strength, 
they might have been disposed to pota stop to his trading hy 
ji»t sodi eogent means as he had employed in eanying it on. 
At length, in great want of water, he made fbr the eoast of 
Florida^ and there ranged along, anchoring every night, 
beeaose he would miss no place where this want could be 
supplied, and entering every creek in search fbr the Hoguenot 
cc4oiiy which Admiral de Coligni had sent thither vnder 
Ren6 de Laodonniere. He firand them not where he ex- 
pected, but on the river May ; where Laudonnifere had erected 
a Ibrt aboat two leagues from the sea, whidi be named La 
Caroline. They had been reduced, by war, dcsertioii, and 
mutiny, from 800 to about 40; and Hawkins heard from 
tltem the sad history of their misfortunes and their mis-' 
conduct. Little as was the sense of religion that either party 
manifested in their general dealings, on this occasion it 
became a bond of sympathy and a security for good faith. 
No precautions were thought necessaiy in their intercourse. 
Hawkins supplied them out of his ship with such stores as he 
could spare ; and, to help them the better homeward, spared 
them also one of his barques of fifty tons ; * when Laudonniere 
could not be persuaded to accept of a passage to Europe for 
himself and his people, though he had determined upon 
returning thither without delay, after destroying the fort, lest 
the Spaniards or English should occupy itf 

• HaUoyt, 516.518. 

t " Fort bonn^te homme,** Cbirlevoix calls Hawkins on this occasion ; 
*ct que, bien loin," he idds, *'d*alniser da trtste <tat 00 il trouva les 
Ffmn^ois, fit aa oontrairettout ce qv*il pot poor Iss soolsfer. Snrtout 
qvsnd il ent reoonno qn'tls ctoient Protestaas.** Of this, how c xt i , 
Hawkins eoold not hava been ignorant " II viat seal at saas annes loi 
visita.** And for the stocas which ha spavsd thsm, Charkvois 
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He now uilrcl fur Kn^Iand ; and contrary wiimIb proloiiirrd 
tht* vovA^e "till victuaU tCAtitcd, lo that they wcrr in dnpair 
of ever rejichini; home, had not God/' m they truly Mid, 
" pnividcd ff»r them better than their de«er\'in|{ ". "In 
wliich state of f;reat iniserj*," says S|Mrke. " we were pn w n k ed 
to call u|)«in lliiii by ferment prayer; which nim*ed Him to 
hear us" : and tliry arrived, at length, at Paditnw, in Gim- 
W.1II, tlm>u/;h Mis nirn'y. in safety, " with the loia of twenty 
prrvms ill all the vnya^e, and with prat profit to the venturm, 
Hs aIm> tf» the wlif»le realm, in brinpnfp home fp*^d, Mlver, 
|>ear]s, and othrr jewels prrat store. 11 m name, therefore, be 
praisf'd (nr evcnnnre. Amen!"* Thus piously the wntcr 
of this ii.irrntive cinirliides his relation, as if utterly uncon- 
Kcioii<i that \ir had iN-rn eii^a^etl in any tiling iniquittNiii. 
Clint ran wist', it wan runsidrrrd that Hawkins hail rendered 
giMul srmre tn his nuintr)' by o|M*ning for it a new brmneh ii( 
trulf ; iTiMimtirh that, "by way of increase and augmentation 
of h*mniir, a mnt of anus and crest were lettled upon him and 
; hi% |Nistrrity, by a |ft.itf'iit thus wnnlrd : He liean Mble an 

I a (»Miit wjivrr, a Iimh }».isv.iiit gi>ld. in chief three beaantj^ 

i I'lNifi his hriiii a wrratli argrrit and axure, a demi-Monr, m 

I his pnifMT if»l«iur, Imund and captive, with annuleta on hit 

u> ■ " Non kCMlcrncr]! i{A*iiin% I^i en avoit iiul un bon pffii. Huu tl y 
I A^t^it Ajtiuti fiuaritiU- lie p('«rr.»" Hut. J# ia .V. Framg, c. Usiis., *C\. 

i)r Min^ur« conrirm« ihc accojnt i>f lhi« (air dealing. tff»« aWwiWaa 
f P^ti'", an.l thai «ome «('Vc« «rre K.vrn to the French |[>e 2iry. tl\. 

I Muu!iin«' hi«ionan (hdut^Ki there were mcAni to reap a tur 

1 pruf:*. I'l M ifiijA jnj V.r^iniA . th'ijj^h it mi,;ht Kcm unto ■OfiM 

i bcCiij'c ,; lid ani! \i\\ti wue nu< ko ibantlant as in other placet, ihc 

* Mould ; -It (juii the char,;e. Kuf brcedm,; cattle, he ihoyfhl no covairy 

coi.:i hr mi re ^Avuurabie . ar.d the priM iianx hides »aa very (real. But 
a« !•* i>i:n;iM^ a ftetilcmcnt t^rre. " because. ' he aa>a. *' there at IMM iha 
thin^ Hr all %rr*.. hem,* rather de^iroua o\ present (*"**• ' ^Oi ibcrHora. 
aihrm the attempt thereof to be more re<)uiMte for a prinoe. who m a# 
power able t.i no tarough with the iamc. than for any wbjoci " \^ }ao^ 
* liakluyt, 511. 
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amt and em, or nuuitelled gulet dooUe aigent"* ''A 
worthy sjrmbol/' Campbell obaenretyt ^of the infiunous 
tnfie whteh he had opened to his oountiy/' 

After an eipeditkm in 1567, iar the intended relief of the 
Hi^giienots at Rochelle, he prepared for a leoond adventure 
to Guinea and the Spanish Indies; I and safled from Pljfmouth, 
in October, 1567, with his old ship the /emf of Labeck, the 
Mhnom, and £onr other yessels. Anriring at Cape de Verd, 
he landed 150 men, ^ hoping to obtain some negroes^ where 
he got but few, and those with great hurt and damage to his 
own men ; dileflj, it was thought, proceeding from poisoned 
arrows: fer although, in the beginning, the hurts seemed to 
be but small, there hardly escaped any that had blood drawn 
of them, but died in strange sort, with their mouths shut 
some ten d^ belbre they died, and after their wounds 
were whole**. Thence th^ proceeded, ^seardiiqg with 
all dfligence the riren from Rio Grande to Sierra Leone " ; 
when, haring "gotten together" not so many as. 150 slaves, 
sickness and the lateness of the season, says Hawkins, " com- 
manded us away, thus having nothing wherewith to seek the 
coast of the West Indies". While the commander was 
holding counsel whether to make for St Jorge da Mina, and 
there obtain gold for their wares, so to defray their chaigcs, 
a negro king sent to desire their aid against his neighbours, 
promising them for their pains all the prisoners who should 

* PrinG«*s Wprikia of DiwoH. t Vol. t., 405- 

X Herrcrs tayi, Uiat two Portogoete offered to conduct this fleet to s 
place where they might load themtelvet with gold and other riches : 
that opoQ this sllurement the queen supplied Hawkins with two ships, 
he and hb brother fitting out other four and a pinnace, that the force on 
board amounted to 1500 soldiers and mariners, who were to be paid by 
a third of the profits (f m jrvoa ml Urtio d$ U gmnamda) ; and that, when 
the expedition was 00 the point of sailing, the Portuguese deserted from 
Plymouth, and got to France : but as the cost of the outfit had been 
it was thought proper to piooesd {fiisimm QmmU^ L xuL, c 
p,7i»). 
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be taken. Without regard to anything but the prospect of 
gain, the offers were accepted, and 120 men sent to assist 
this barbarian. They assaulted a town containing 8000 in- 
habitants, strongly paled and fenced after their manner, and 
so well defended, that the English, having had six slain and 
forty wounded, sent to Hawkins for more help ; *' whereupon," 
says he, " considering that the good success of this enterprise 
might highly further the commodity of our Toyage, I went 
myself ; and, with the help of the king of our side, assaulted 
the town both by land and sea ; and veiy hardly, with Br^ 
(their houses being covered with dry palm leaves), obtained 
the town, and put the inhabitants to flight ; where we took 
250 persons, men, women, and children. And by our friend, 
the king of our side, there were taken 600 prisoners, where- 
of we hoped to have had our choice ; but the negro (in which 
nation is seldom or never found truth) meant nothing less : 
for that night he removed his camp and prisoners, so that we 
were fain to content us with those few that we had gotten 
ourselves." * 

Having, however, now obtained between 400 and 500 
negroes, he hoped, by carrying them to the West Indies, to 
countervail the charges of this expedition with some gains. 
Having made the Island of Dominica, he "coasted on from 
place to place, making his traffic with the Spaniards as he 
might; somewhat hardly, because the king had straightly 
commanded all his governors in those parts by no means to 
suffer any trade to be made with them ". Notwithstanding^ 

* Hakluyt, 521, 522. '* When they were about to land in the river Bambo,** 
Herrera says, ** a sea-horse {cavallo marino) gave the boat a blow, which 
would have swamped it if it had not speedily got to shore : the creature," 
he adds, " sprang upon the prow at the same time, and with its tail and anii« 
or paw, carried off a trumpeter *' (p. 718). ** Here, too," he tayi, ** Haw* 
kins took on board twelve Frenchmen, the miserable remains of fifty, who 
had put off in their boat from a sinking ship, and remained at the msrcy of 
the waves, subsisting upon four figs a day till these alone sunrivtd.'* 
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he had ^'nammMe trade and oourteous entertainment*' 
from the Ue of Maigarita unto Caithagena, eieept at Rio de 
kHadiay "from whence came all the pearit**. The trea- 
muttg who had the chaige, would by no meant agfee to any 
tiade, or raffer us to water; he had fortified his town with 
diveis hulwariu in all places where it might be entered, and 
fiuniihed him with 100 harquebusiers ; so that he thought, 
bgr frmine, to have enforced us to put •4and our negroes; 
"of whidi purpose," says Hawkins, "he had not greatly 
fidledy unless we had bj force entered the town : which, 
after we could by no means obtain his fovour, we were 
enfotced to do. So, with 800 men, we brake in upon their 
bulwaiki^ and entered the town, with the loss only of two 
men,* and no hurt done to the ^Mmiaids, beeans^ after their 
voUcy dischaiged, th^ all fled. Thus having the town, with 
some cireumstances, as partly by the Spaniards* desire of 
negroes, and partly by friendship of the treasurer, we ob- 
tained a secret trade, whereupon the Spaniards resorted to us 
by nighty and bought of us to the number of 800 negroes. 
In all other places where we traded, the Spaniard inhabit- 
ants were glad of us, and traded willingly."! 

Carthagena was the last town which they thought to liave 
seen on the coast There the governor was so straight — 
that is, he observed his orders so properly — ^that Hawkins 
could have no dealings with any Spaniard ; and, because his 
trade was nearly finished, he neither thought it prudent to 
venture a landing, nor to '' detract further time," but departed 
in peace, hoping to esci^ the hurricanes, fin* " the time of 
these storms " was approaching. But passing by the west 
end of Cuba, towards Florida, there "luqppened to them " a 
stoim, which continued fiMur days, and "so beat the Jetw 
that they cut down all her higher buildings ; her rudder also 



^Hoicra sqrs: ''Ha lost bis ssffMils smt hsia, and thias ochffs 

(F7«9)- ^ 
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was sore shaken, and withal the ship was in so extreme a 
leak/' that they were "rather on the point to leave her 
than to keep her any longer". Yet, hoping to ''bring all to 
good pass/' they made for the coast of Florida, and there 
found no place nor haven for their ships because of the shal- 
lowness of the coast "Thus being in greater despair, and 
taken with a new storm, which continued other three days," 
Hawkins thought that his only resource was to take for his 
succour " the port which serveth the city of Mexico, called 
St Juan de Ulloa ; in seeking of which port," he says, ''we 
took on our way three ships, which carried passengers to the 
number of 100; which passengers we hoped should be a 
mean to us the better to obtain victuals for our money, and a 
quiet place for the repairing of our fleet ".* 

That port they entered on the 16th of September. The 
Spaniards of Vera Cruz mistook them for a fleet finom Spain 
which was daily expected ; and under that mistake the chief 
officers came aboard to receive the dispatches, f and "being 
deceived of their expectation," were greatly dismayed ; " but 
when they saw our demand was nothing but victuals, they 
were recomforted. I found in the same port," sajrs Hawkins, 
" twelve ships, | which had in them, by report, 200,00(M. in 
gold and silver ; all which being in my possession, with the 
king's island, as also the passengers before in my way thither- 
ward stayed, I set at liberty, without the taking fixnn them 
the weight of a groat" He had good reason for being apon 
his good behaviour at this juncture ; and, detaining two 
persons of estimation for his ovm security, he sent post to 
Mexico, representing to the viceroy that he had put in here 
by stress of weather, in want of victuals, and his ships in 

* Hakluyt, 53a. 

t ** Foe tanto el recato de Juan de Aquines, que nanca los ofidales oooo* 
cieron lot naviot, hatta que los tomaron, y se los llevaron ** (Herrera, 719). 

X Herrera sayi six, with a great quantity of silver on board. 

13 
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great need of rep.iir : these wants the English, u friends to 
King Philip, requested they might he supphed with for their 
money ; they requested, also, that, with nil convenient speed, 
order might be taken for preventing any cause of quarrel on 
the arrival of the Spanish fleet. This message \c(i the port 
on the night after their entrance : " on the morrow," sayi 
Hawkins, "we saw open of the haven thirteen great ships. , 
1 seat iromedi.-itely In advertise the general of the fleet of 
my being there, giving him to understand, tliat, before I 
would EufTer them to enter the port, there should some onler 
of conditions pats between us fur our safe-being there and 
maintenance of peace. 

" Now it ii to be understood that this port is mode by ■ 
little island of stones, not three foot above the water in thfl 
highest place, and but a bowshot of length any way : this 
island standeth from tlie mainland two bowshots or more. 
Also it is to be under>tn<H) that there is not in all this coast 
any other place for ahipi to arrive in tafefy, becMue the north 
wind hath there such riolence, that, unlesi the ahips be 
very safely moored, with their ancbon fattened upon this 
island, there b no remedy hr these north winds but death. 
Also the place of the haven was so little, that of necessity 
the ships must ride <me alraard the other, ao that we <muld 
not give place to them, nor they to us. And here 1 began 
to bewail that which af^ followed ; 'Fornow,' said I, 'I am in 
two dangen, and forced to receive the tme of then ', That 
was, either I mnst have kept out the fleet, the which, with 
God's help, I was toj well able to do i or else mffer them 
to enter in with their aecustomed treason, which they never 
&il to execute, when thqr may have opportuni^ to compass 
It by any means. If I had kept them out, then had there 
been prcaent ihipwreck of all the fleet, which amounted in 
value to fix DiillkM% which wu In nlue of oar money 
1,800,00011 ; which I considered I w«a not able t# answer, 
faerfng the qneea's m^et^'s hidlgnattoo in so weigfafy « 
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mftttcr. Thus with myself revolving tlie doubts, I thought 
rather better to abide the jutt of the uncertainty than the 
certainty : the uncertain doubt, I account, was their treason, 
which, by good policy, I hoped might be prerented ; and, 
therefore, as choosing the least mischief, I proceeded to con- 
ditions." * 

The fleet, which was commanded by Francisco de Luxan, 
brought out a new viceroy, Don Martin Henriques ; and his 
presence rendered it unnecessary to wait for instructions 
from Mexico.! Indeed the circumstances admitted of no 
delay ; for the fleet, being advised from Vera Crus that the 
English were in the port, kept off at a distance of some three 
leagues, and were in danger of the north winds, which are 
as frequent on that coast as they are perilous. Upon re* 
ceiving Hawkins's overtures, the viceroy, therefore, desired 
him to propose his conditions, promising that, for the better 
maintenance of amity between the two crowns, they should 
on his part be favourably granted and faithfully performed : 
he added "many fair words, how, passing the coast of the Indies, 
he had understood of our honest behaviour towards the in- 
habitants where we had to do; the which," says Hawkins, 
" I let pass. We required victuals for our money, and 
licence to sell as much ware as might furnish our wonts ; and 
that there might be of either part twelve gentlemen as 
hostages ; and that the island, for our better safety, might 
be in our own possession during our abode there, and such ord- 
nance as was planted on the same island, which were eleren 
pieces of brass ; and that no Spaniard might land on the island 
with any kind of weapon." These conditions the viceroy 
" somewhat disliked " at first ; as well he might, coming from 
one whom he could regard as nothing better than an armed 

• Hakluyt, 523. 

t According to Herrera, the English had been tome days in the port« 
and the permission for which they had applied had arrived from Mexico. 
But these are poinU upon which Hawkins must be the best authority. 
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cootnbttidist OiieAy he oljeeted to the demand that the 
English should hare the island in their own keqping : this^ 
however, Hawkins jusUy regarded as an indispensable eon- 
ditkin, seeing that ''if they had had it, we shodd soon have 
known our fiure ; fbr with the first north wind th^ had eat 
oar eaUei^ and oor ships had gone ashore **• The negotia- 
tions, not being expedited hj anjr dangeroas weather, eon- 
tinned three dajs. At last, the viceroj consented to all that 
was required, reducing only the number of hostages to ten : 
these, with all qpeed on either part, were exehanged; the 
Tieeroj gave a writin|^ ''signed with his hand, and sealed 
with his seal, of all the eonditkms; and fiMrthwidi command^ 
ment was mad^ by sound of trunqpet, that none shoold 
violate the peace on pain of death. The two generals met 
and pledged their fidth each to the other; and all having 
been, as it seemed, concluded, the Spaniards entered the 
port, the fleets saluting one another as tilie manner of the sea 
doth require. Thus, Thursday, we entered the port, Friday 
we saw the Spanish fleet, and on Monday, at night, they 
entered. Then we laboured two dajrs placing the English 
ships by themselves, and the Spanish ships by themselves; 
the captains of each part, and inferior men of their parts, 
promising great ami^ ; which even as with all fidelity it was 
meant on our part, so the Spaniards meant nothing less on 
theirs."* 

Hawkins soon had reason to suspect that the Spaniards 
were secretly furnishing their ships with men finom the shore : 
indeed, on the veiy night after the Spaniards had entered, 
ISO soldiers had been conveyed on board. The viceroy, who, 
by pennitting this, clearly consented to the intended treason, 
left things in this sUte, and departed far Mexico. On the 
morning of Thunday there were manifest indications of some 
intended treason ; sodi as " shifting of weapons from ship to 

* Hakh^ 5S3, 5S4. 
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ship ; planting and landing of ordnance horn the ships to the 
island ; passing to and fro of companies of men, more than 
required for their necessaiy business, and many other ill 
likelihoods, which caused him and his people to have a 
vehement suspicion. Therewithal he sent to the general 
to inquire what was meant The answer was, that he would 
be their defence against all villainies ; * and commandment 
was given, accordingly, to unplant all things suspicioas." 
Hawkins's apprehensions were not removed by these fair 
words and fair appearances : he had reason to believe that 
not less than 300 men had been secretly conveyed on board a 
ship of 900 tons, which was moored next the Mmion ; and, 
as the master of the Jtms spoke Spanish, he sent him to the 
viceroy, and required to be satisfied if any such thing were or 
not "The viceroy now seeing that the treason must be 
discovered, forthwith stayed our master, blew the trumpet, 
and of all sides set upon us. Our men which warded ashore, 
being stricken with sudden fear, gave place, fled, and sought 
to recover succour of the ships. The Spaniards, being pro- 
vided for the purpose, landed in all places in multitudes from 
their ships, which they might easily do without boats, and 
slew all our men ashore without mercy ; a few only escaping 
on board the Jesus. The great ship immediately fell aboard 
the Minion ; but, by God's appointment, in the time of the 
suspicion we had, which was only one half-hour, the MZiitoM 
was made ready to avoid ; and so leesing her head-fasts, and 

* On the faith of a viceroy, Hawkins says : but it was the general, 
Luxan, who was now acting on his own authority, and on the avowed 
principle that faith was not to be kept with fireebooters : Qus aquellos 
Ingleses eran cossarios y que no se Us dcvia guardar lafi dada. Indeed 
the story, as told by the Spanish historian, has a blacker character than 
in Hawkins's relation. Herrera says, that Luxan sent a good number 
of Spaniards on shore, armed only with daggers, who feigning good 
fellowship with the English, invited them to drink, and when they had 
drank enough, and the signal was given, suddenly attacked them, the 
ships at the same time opening their (ire. 



««*. ^ . .'^ -«kM«|to*«M>^HMIi|«i«* 




198 ENGLISH SEAtlBK 

hanling away bj the stern-fasts, she was gotten out: tiins, 
with God's help, she defended the riolenee of the first hnint 
of these 300 men. The Mmitm being passed oat, thej came 
aboard the Jettu; which, also, with rery much ado, and 
the kM8 of many of our men, kept them out Then were there 
also two other ships that assaulted the Jetmt at the same 
instant, so that she had hard getting loose; but yet, with 
some time, we had cut our head-fi»ts, and gotten out by the 
stem-fiurts. Now, when the Jetw and the Mmkm were 
gotten about two ships' length from the Spanish fleet, the 
fi^t b^^ so hot on all sides, that, within one hour the. 
admiral of the Spaniards was supposed to be sunk, their 
▼ice-admiral burnt, and one other of their pdneipal ships 
s u pposed to be sunk; so that the ships were little able to 
annoy us."* 

Had the English maintained the island long enough after 
the first manifestation of hostility, to hare spiked the guns 
there, the whole action would have been as glorious to them 
MS it was dishonourable to the Spaniards ; but they had made 
no preparation against an attack, and when it was made 
the men who were ashore lost all courage and with it all 
presence of mind. Their ordnance being thus in the Spaniards' 
hands, ''did us," says Hawkins, "so great annoyance, tliat 
it cut all the masts and yards of the Jetut, in such sort that 
there was no hope to cany her away ; also it sunk our small 

* Hakluyt, 524. The Spanish account diifen from this : it layt that 
Hawkins, having fought all day, and seeing twelve of his men killed by 
the fall of a mast, and that his other vessels were in bad plight, went on 
board the Ahntrauta^ and ordered his own ship to be set on fire, and so 
put to sea. The ship, however, was not burnt ; and the Spanish hostages 
who were left in it said that he had always treated them well. The 
Spaniards say that they sunk one vessel, and that another with sixty men 
got out, but afterwards was driven 00 the coast of Panuoo, where the 
people were made prisoners by the inhabitants of S. Luis ^ Tampico 
and sent to Mexico, and there, by the vicerojr's ordvs, treated wsU 
<p. >Jo). 
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skips (the Jmdiik onlj, a small barque of Bttj tonSy excepted) : 
whereupon we detennined to place the Jnmi oo that side of 
the Mimiam, that she might abide all the batteiy from the 
land, and so be a defence for the AImiom till night ; and then 
to take such relief of victuals and other necessaries from the 
Jesus as the time would suffer us, and to leave her. As we 
were thus determining, and had placed the Mmiom from the 
shot of the land, suddenly the Spaniards fired two gremt ship* 
which were coming directly with us : and having no memns 
to a>*oid the fire, it bred among the men a manreUous fear, so 
that some said, ' Let us depart with the Aluvioa ' ; others said, 
' Let us sec wliether the wind will carry the fire from us '. 
But to be short, the MiMtom's men, who had always their 
sails in readiness, thought to make sure work ; and so, without 
either consent of the captain or master, cut their saiL*' 
Hawkins himself was '' very hardly ** received on board. Most 
of the men who were left alive in the Jesms made shift and 
followed the MhtioM in their boat ; the rest, whom the boAt 
couUl not hold, were enforced to abide the mercy c£ the 
Spaniards, " which," he sa\-s, " I doubt, was rery little ".* 

Thus only the Muiiom and the JmdUk escaped ; and Haw- 
kins complains that the latter tluit same night forsook him 
in his great misery. Having removed about two bowshots 
from the Spanish ships, the Afurtoa rode until morning and 
then gained the Isla de Sachficios, about a mile off: there a 
north wind took tiiem ; and being left only with two andiors 
and as many cables, — for in the conflict they had lost three 

* Hakluyu 425. Little, indeed ; *« for it is a certain tnith,** says MHea 
Philips, ** that whereas they had taken certain of cor men ashore, they 
hung them up by the arms upon high posts, until the blood burst oat of 
their fingers* ends : of which men so used there is one Copelowe, and 
certain others >*et ali%-e, who, b>- the merciful providence of the Afanighty, 
arrived here at home in England, carr^nng still about with them (and shall 
to their graves) the marks and tokens of those their inhmnan and 
Khan barbarous cruel dealings ** (Haklnyt, 473). 
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wfcl w aad twB Mi ch a n ti n y thow^hl<h»^ upon dctb. whi A 
■ter wa* prcwat ; "but God," tayt Um coBimuider, "fn- 
■crrrd m hi • kmfirr Ufc. [That north wind prcTEiitMl the 
Spwiianb, •cconling ta their own Mvoant, froin puTHiinK blm: 
bat the; mlfhl ban done ttiii when tli« wind chuif«l, u)d, 
dovbtleM, wmild batv door to, had they not been to muj^bljr 
bandied in the aetkm.] The weather wucd •cMnnabte, and the 
Saturdaj' we wt t*!! ; and baring a frcat number of meti and 
little viduaU, our hofie of life waxed leal and leta." Snne 
wctc for fleldinjt to the Spaiilafth ; kmic rather deaircd In 
narh ■ pUrc where they migitt give thna*ctfr* to the in- 
ideb ; and mhdc bad nihcr abide, with a Utile pittance. Uw 
BMfcy ot God at aea. " So, thus, wtth •orrowfol hearti, w« 
waadcred In an unknowit •€• bjr the tpaee of fourteen dajn, 
till btti^er cnlofced ua to *e«li the land ; for hide* wen 
tboaght rtrj good meal: rata, eata, mice, and dnga, Be«M 
cacaped that night be fpttim ; parmla and ntnnhejr*, th«ft 
were had in (freat priee, were thouj[hl then »err prnAtalile if 
tbejr acTvcd the tarn one dinner. Hum on tba Sth of October 
we eane to land in the bottooi of the mom Ba/ of Uexieo^ 
la tS^', where we hoped to have faund hihabJIanta of the 
Spaniaida, reUcf of victnala, and place tar the repair of onr 
•hip, which VM Ro Nre beaten with (hot from onr eo« Bi k% 
and braiaed with sbooting ofT onr owa ofdaaaet^ that onr 
weary and week arma were Morce able to kaep ont water. 
Bnt all thing! happened to the aaalnrr ; we ftmnd nelthM 
people, TictaaU, nor haven of tcUef; only a plaee vbOTe^ 
having lair wtather, with aoaac peril we bI^ lend a beat"* 
Thit WM on the coaat of TabMco. 

Here eaeM of hia people dcaired to be vt Mfaan^ ^i^ 
tbdr choke rather to Mdnlt thiMulvei to the aerey of 
•av^ee than loiv* ^ haaard t hw olvoa at aea, where th^ 
*af7 well Hw that ihonld they riBilii tafether^ If they pai^ 
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In the Bay of Tula (about eighteen leagues south-west of Gkrth»- 
gena), they took a frigate and treasure therein, to the value 
of 500/. in bars of gold and ingots of silver, with some qoantity 
of corrienie, or coin, in reals of plate, and "eertain green stones 
called emeralds, whereof one, veiy great, being set in gold, 
was found tied secretly about the thigh of a firiar". The 
frigate they lefl ; and finding that some Spanish men-of-war 
were in pursuit of them, passed on to the mouth of the 
Chagre, and there landed ten men to seek the Maroons, who, 
it was supposed, were ready to join with the English and 
French against the Spaniards. The men returned without 
having discovered them, but brought with them " a disease 
called there the Calentura, which is a hot and vehement fever"; 
they infected others, and some eight or nine died. 

Between the Chagre and Veragua they took a frigate, in 
which was some quantity of gold, and where they found also 
four cast pieces of ordnance which had belonged to Oxenham't 
ship. This capture was made in good time, the Ragged Staff, 
because of her great leakage, being no longer seaworthy; 
wherefore they set the Spaniards ashore, removed her crew 
into the prize and then sunk the vessel. At VeraguAy the 
ill blood between Barker and his master Roche, which had 
been hardly repressed before, broke out afresh ; they fought, 
and Barker was wounded in the cheek. They made fiom 
thence, by the direction of certain Indians, for the Bay of 
Honduras, and captured on the way a barque with tome 
money and provisions on board, and the Escrivano of Cartha- 
gena, "who, being a man of some note, was put to his 
ransom '^ ; the rest were dismissed freely. The first race of 
freebooters were in nothing more honourably dtstinguished 
from their successors than in this, that they exercised no 
cruelty upon their prisoners, and committed no murder. 
Arriving at the Island of St Francisco, in the mouth of the 
Bay of Honduras, Coxe, the master of the Bear, with a pwtj 
of mutineers, boarded Barker's ship, took pnostiiion of it 
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and of all his booty, and aet him aahore upon the iatand, 
where he and one Germane Welbome fought, and both were 
woonded. Barker would then foin have returned to the ihip^ 
but this was resisted, and he was told that he should not 
eome on board till th^ were ready to depart MThatever 
m^ have been their intentions with respeet to him, his 
troubled life was near its ekiae; for, one mornings at day- 
break, a party of Spaniards arriving secretly in the island, 
s ur pr is ed the English and slew nine of them ; of these Barker 
was one ; about twenty esoqied by getting on board. Cose 
then, with two parties, in a pinnaee and askiiFwhieh he had 
taken at the island, surprised the town of TruziUo in the bay, 
and took there ''wine and oil as much as th^ would, and 
divers other good things, but no gold or silver, nor any other 
treasure whidi th^ would confess. But befere th^ oould 
return to their ship^ some men-of-war chased her; the pinnace 
shifted for itself and got safe, leaving for haste those that 
were in the skiflT, being eight persons ; what became of them 
afterwards God knoweth." Their misfortunes did not end 
here; for having now determined to sail for England, and 
being in the main sea, homeward bound, about sixty leagues 
from the isle, the frigate their prise, "wherein was the 
treasure for the adventurers, and that which pertained to 
the captain, to the value of 2000L, being over-set with sail, 
with a flaw of wind was overthrown, and all the goods there- 
in perished ". Fourteen men were drowned in her ; Coxe 
and eight others were saved. They had built a frigate upon 
the shore of the Honduras, in place of the Bear, which seems 
to have followed the fortunes of its old companion the Ragged 
Staff; in this they reached Scilly, when, Roche having died 
on the passage home. One and Andrew Brown divided the 
remaining prise money among the survivors, ''delivering to 
aome five pounds, to some six, to some seven, to some more, 
as every man was thought to have deserved**: the barque 
and the guns (Oxenham's among them) were left at Scilly to 
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the use of Brown. " Divers of our company/' says the person 
from whom Hakluyt collected his relation, ** were committed 
to prison upon our arrival at Plymouth, at the suit of Mr. 
John Barker, of Bristol, as accessories to his brother, our 
captain's death, and betrayers of him unto the enemy. And 
after straight examination of many of us, by letters of direc- 
tion from his Majesty's privy council, the chief nudefitcton 
were only chastised with long imprisonment, when, indeed, 
before God, they had deserved to die: whereof some, 
although they escaped the rigour of man's law, yet could 
they not avoid the heavy judgment of God, but shortly after 
came to miserable end. Which may be example to others to 
show themselves faithful and obedient in all honest causes to 
their captains and governors." * 

It appears then that the persons who went upon this 
piratical voyage thought they were engaged in an honest 
cause. Most men who enter upon unlawful courses, either 
form a code of convenient morals for themselves, or act upon 
the accursed opinion that there is nothing to be hoped or 
feared beyond the grave. But there were circumstances, 
which made the light in which these precursors of the 
buccaneers regarded their "proceedings, appear plausible to 
the nation as well as to themselves. During great part of 
Elizabeth's long reign, Spain and England, though formally 
at ^peace, were in a state of manifest enmity and of private 
warfare ; and that enmity was on both sides more acrimonious 
than could have been generated in any ordinaiy war. No 
English subject, while trading with those parts of the 
Spanish dominions with which the trade was authorised by 
treaty, was safe, unless he was a Roman Catholic The In-> 
quisition looked upon all heretics who came within its reach 
as amenable to its laws, no matter what their country ; they 
were rebellious subjects of the Universal Roman CathoUe 

* Hakloyt, iii., 5s8-530, 
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Chiudi, and, as socli, to be seiaed and punitlied, wherever 
that widced Chnrch waa strong eoough to enforce iti pre- 
tentkna. If the confiacatkm of English p ro perty^ and the 
i mp riso nm ent and ill usage (even to tortorea and death) of 
English sulijectSy should have the effect of bringing on 
hostilities between the two crowns, whatever might be the 
policy of the Spanish Government^ this was what the clergy 
and the Inquisition desired. The English people resented 
this before the queen oould venture to resent it otherwise 
than by unavailing remonstrances; and the injured partiea 
took a shorter course, in which some gallant qpirits^ and many 
desperate onea, were ready to join. Thua, in Baiker^s cas^ 
he had just cause of complaint against the Spanish authorittes, 
by whom he had been iniquitoosly deprived of his goods ; and 
if he oould have indemnified himself by the Ibrdble seisure 
of p r op e rty belonging to the Inquisition, or to the Spanish 
Government, without injuiy to any other parties, this would 
have been nothing more than what by the law of nations 
might be justified, when national law had been by the other 
party set at nought : but this was impossible ; and what, if 
so restricted, would have been a just act of reprisal, was an 
act of piracy when committed against the King of Spain's 
subjects. So the Spaniards naturally and properly considered 
it T*hey knew nothing of the injuries upon which Drake as 
well as Barker is said to have founded his right of making 
war upon the King of Spain ; nor would they indeed have 
allowed them to be injuries ; nor that, if they had been such, 
any such right could be derived firom them. While, therefore, 
the private warfare continued, they executed as pirates all 
whom they made prisoners ; and this was conformable to the 
acknowledged law of nations. 

The first adventurers of this stamp did not, however, con- 
aider themselves pirates, fisr two reasons : first, because they 
p ro fessed to carry on hostilities only against the Spaniards, 
not, like the Vikingar and Vitaliana» againstaU who traversed 
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the sems ; secondly, because they had good reaaon to believe 
that, although not commissaoned by their own Goveniaent, 
they were acting with its connivance, and under ita tacit lauc- 
tion. In this way of thinking, therefore, they were (airly at 
war, carr^'ing it on at a twofold risk, seeing that, if taken by 
the enemy, tiicy had no mercy to ex|irct ; but also with a pfo- 
spect of far greater gainv than could be obtained in any other 
service. The danger might have been little diierent in 
onlinary wan; for whether war should be what was then 
tenned good or Imd, depended in tliose days upon the 
teni]>cr of an individual ctmimandcr, not upon any lised law 
or general usage. But thi% formed no part of their considera- 
tion. Among such men, tho^ who were not thought leaa of 
danger were reganlleas of it Some were of as hemic a 
spirit as the greatest of the Spanish conquerors ; others were 
of no lK*ttrr qualities than the worst of them ; and perhapa 
not a few wfre perfectly aware tliat tliey were punuing a 
safer mursr upon the M*as at whatever luuard, than if they 
had been braving the laws at home. 

Tliere was another circumstance which undoubtedly entered 
into the views of the better adventurers, and was not withoat 
s<mie inHurnce uptm all. A strong feeling of indignatioo 
had liecn excited against the Spaniards for their cruel ties in 
the New World, by a relation ascribed, on no good gnHinds* 
to Bartolnmr de Las Casas, and published in many languagva. 
with engravings, in which the acts of the moat atrocioaa 
barbarity were represented. In one respect it was, perhaps* 
well that this impression should have been produced, leit 
posterity, in astonishment and admiration at tlie intrepidity » 
and peneveranrr, and un)MralIrled achievements of the eoiH 
quernr«, should have overlooked their Crimea. Contemplatinn 
the history of tlirir conquests with that religious tenper 
wherewith all history ought to be contemplated, nothing 
more mournful is to be found in the annals of the human mec 

We can perceive only that abocninaUeaii like thoae ef IW 
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Cttiaanitei^ pfevmiled among all the mote dviliaed natkms of 
the New World; and that the Spaniard^ who were the 
appointed inttnunenti of Dirine jodgment, tabetititted other 
erils in the plaee of those whidi thej extirpated ; tacrifieed 
more rlctimf to aTarioe than the Mezkant to their idols; 
and are now suffering fiom the oonseqpienee of their kng- 
eontinned and nnrepented oflenees. F^urther than thk, 
the ooiuie of Pitovidenee is not evolved. The ftnt ehastise- 
ment which the Spaniards leeeiTed was fiom those ad- 
▼entnren who now assailed them in their eonquesti^ and led 
. the wmj ftr the buccaneer^ the Viklngar of the New Worid. 
Even these wretdies thought it some ju st ifica t io n of them- 
scItcs that thej were taking Tengeance ftr the Indians ; and 
that feeling, in a eertain dq;ree^ was entertained also bj 
Drake and his oontemponuries. 

Moieofer, the Spaniards feonded their r%ht of conquest 
on Pope Alexander's grant, the validitjr of which grant was, 
of course, denied by a people who had thrown off the papal 
yoke. England acknowledged in the Spaniards no right but 
that of the strongest to those parts of America which they 
actually possessed, and none to those extensiTC regions in 
which they had formed no settlement Least of all could 
the English, in an age when the spirit of maritime enterprise 
had been excited, submit to an assumption of dominion, which 
pretended to exclude them from the Caribbean Sea, and firom 
the Great Pacific, on which Vasco Nunes de Balboa, the first 
European who ever beheld it, had not looked with a more 
ambitious eye than the first Englishman by whom it was 
seen, Francis Drake. 

There can be little doubt that the plan of Drake's voyage 
was communicated to the queen, and by her approved. Sir 
Christopher Hatton introduced him to Elixabeth, and it is 
said that she gave him a sword, with this remarkable speech : 
''We do account that he whk^ striketh at thee, Drake, 
strikethatnsr It is said, ah»^ whksh is less credible, that 
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he had a commisiion from his Mnrereign. This wmM have 
been inconiittent with her cautaoui policy; it wm enoogh 
for her at this time to assure him of her secret sanction. 
The expedition was fitted out at his own cost.* ''with the 
help of divert friends, adventurrn ; it consisted of his own 
ship the Pelieam, 100 toM ; the Eiizmbeik, of 80, captain, John 
Winter ; the Marygold, a barque of 30 tons, captain, John 
Thomas ; the Ijonm, a fiy-bcMt, of 50, captain, John Chester ; 
and the Chritiopker, a pinnace, of 15, captjun, Thomas Moon *". 
These bhips he manned with an able and sufficient crew, " to 
the number of iGh men, gentlemen, and sailors, and fur- 
nished with such plentiful provision of all things necessary, 
as so long aiul dangrnm^ a voyage seemed to require "* ; 
taking out with htm the frames of four pinnaces in pieces, 
to be put together when occasion required. "The smallncsa 
of this force/* it is reni.irked by Admiral Bumey,t " lor an 
enterprise of such magnitude, is not lo extraordinaiy m that a 
navigation, which on account of its difficulties and dangctv 
had been many yean cliNOontinued, should be undertaken in 
ves^seU so diminutive." " Neither did he omit, it is said, to 
make prt>vi«ki<m for oniamcnt ami delight ; carrying to thia 
puq)t)HC with liiiii ex|>cK musicians, rich furniture (all the 
ves<keN for hi^ tAble, yea, many behmging to the cook-ffoon, 
being of pure silver), witii divers Oiowsof all sorts of curi 
work insn%l lip, whereby the civility and niagniftcence of 
native coutitr>* niightp among all lutioiis whither he 
come, Im> the more admired." I In this he followed the 
example of tlie I'ortuguev, in their first voyage to the 



* Hcrrcrs Myt, at the co«t of the queen slto« and of Sir John Hawlua«« 
and oihcrt. He ttitet tlie number of men st too fightinf SMn, Wm^ss 
ten younf men of family {^avalitrpt motet), mho ureni out lo leam tka 
art of navigation, and he asyi thai each vcttcl carried cifblsso braaa 
piccts, SB if the ahipt had been sU of c^uaJ UMfisfC. ThaCofiksadsMnTs 
skip, which is iht only one bs spscifics. bs stales at I so (I. ii., pi jts). 
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Great care was taken to ctmces) hii ilestinstioi) ; fuw of 
the pcnotis who were embarked were acquainted with his 
dcsif^s ; and the better to conceal them, it was given out 
tliat they were bound for Alexsndrift. On the 15th of 
November, 1577, they sailed from Plymouth ; but the next 
morning the wind falling contrary, they put into Fsimouth, 
and there so terrible a tempest took them, and so vehement, 
that all their ships were like to have gone to wreck. Tlie 
admiral was obliged to cut away his mainmast, and the Mary- 
goJJ was driven asborc. They put back to Plymouth to 
repair, and set forth a second time, with better fortune, on 
the 1 3th of December. When they were out of sight of land 
Dnike first gave his people »ome ground for conjecturing 
what course he intended, by appointing the Island of Moga- 
dore, on the coast of Bsrbnry, for the place of rendeivous. In 
case any of the fleet should part company. Between that 
itland and the main, from which it u one mile di«tjtnt, they 
found a veiy good and safe hwboiir, with good entr«nce, and 
Toid of any danger. Here he put together one of hi> pin- 
nace*. The island was not Inhabited. An bitercoune was 
iq>ened with the Moon of the main, by meau of one of the 
crew, who had forraeriy been « captire among them. Hos- 
tages were exchanged the fint day, and traffic promised by 
the Moon for the next ; but when they came with camels 
to the sea-side, as if tninging their wares, one of the men 
too hastily le^>ed on shore, meaning to become a hostage 
as on the yesterday ; he was seised, a dagger waa held to his 
throat to deter him boat making any resistance : * the boat's 
crew, seeing a namber of armed men start op from behind 
the rocks, found it pnident to retma, and the prisoner was 
laid on a horse and carried away. The fint naciator remarks 
npoa this, that "« man cannot be too drcumspect and wary of 
himaelf among snch miscKants". Dnkt liiiilol. md msrrhfd 
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A little waj into the counUrj, hoping to redeem the ouui, or 
obtain loroc Mtisikction ; but the Moon neither offered to 
resiftt nor approached to treat ; he could obtain no inter- 
coune with them, and tailed frotn Mogadore on the thiid 
day after his arrival there. The intention of the Moors wa% 
however, len inimical than it appeared. Their king, Molcj 
Moloc, was then expecting that menionible invasion frooi 
Portugal which in the ensuing jear took place, under the 
unfortunate Sebastian ; he wanted to know what shipi thcae 
were, and if anything could be learnt concerning the Ports- 
guese. llie prisoner was taken to his presence, and when 
all that he could communicate had been colleetcd from bim, 
Muley gave orders for conducting him back to the ship, with 
offers of friendship and asM^toiice to the generaL Bot the 
fleet had departed ; tliis, however, was no misfortune to the 
man, who was not long afterwards sent home in an English 
merchantman.* 

At Cape Blanco they rrmaincd four days: there Drake 
mustered his men on nhore, and trained them in warlike 
manner, to make tliem fit for all occasions; and leaving 
there the CMrtMioffker, he took in its ktead «me of the Spanish 
bartfues called caiitcn, being of the burden of ibrty tons or 
therealmuts, releasing some other |»rijies which he had made^ 
after tsking out of them such necessaries as he wanted and they 
could yield. Leaving this place on the 82nd, they anchored 
ofl* the Ule of Maya on the ^Mth. when a party was sent to 
" view the island, and the likelihood that might be there of 
provision ". Tlie inhabitaiiti had been forbidden to trade 
with any such visitors, and when tliey saw them, they salted 
the wells near the landing place, and forsook their houses. 
It was easy for tiiem thus to spoil the water, salt being pr»> 
duced there witlioiit labour, "save only that the people 
father it into heaps, which continually in great qaantity to 
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increased apoa the Mnd» by the flowiiif^ of the sea, mid the 
heat of tlic itun burning the tMme, so that of the Increase 
thereof they keep a rnntiniuil tmfHc with their nelfrhbours ", 
Iiluvhing into the Ulnnd, they fcmnt) gnpe» and eocoa-nuts. 
Mid nw j^ts, which were eo chased by the inhnbitAnta that 
Utcj could kill none of them ; but the people, as If to stop 
the moutho of their uninvited viiiton, had laid out xome old 
dried floats' fle«h, which being but ill, and small, and few, 
the Enfilish made no aecount of. Next they sailed by the 
Ixland of Santta^, from whence three pieeei were fired at 
them, but at «iich distance that they could do no hami. The 
mountains and high places there, they were told, were [k>s- 
Hcssed by Moor«, who had escaped froiu their ENirtiiftueiio 
masten, and maintained themielves in great strenj^tli. Off 
this iiland thej eipied two ships under uil, gave chase to one, 
and boarded her from a boat without resiatance ; she proved 
to be a PortUfpiese, bound for Brazil, with many pnsseDffcrs, 
and among other commodities good store of wine. Drake 
tnnsferred the prisonera to the pinnace which he had aet up 
at Mogadore, giving them their ch>the*, provition, and one 
butt of their own wine, and letting them go, all except the 
pilot Nuno da Sylva, whom he detained, becauae it was dis> 
covered that he was well acquainted with the co*at of BrasiL 
The prite he committed to Master Thomas Donghtle's custody, 
with twen^-eight men ; but complaint being soon after made 
against him that he had received thing* firom tome of the 
Rirtuguese prisoner!, and kept them for his own me, he waa 
removed In consequence, and Thomas, the gener a l's brother, 
was made captain of the prise instead. The wine and pro- 
Tisioa with which this ship was laden, waa the moat ralnaUc 
part of their store*.* 

Pram the Cape de Vefda they were nine weeks without 
tbetight of Und,* often meetiiig with onweleoaeatatmaand 
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less welcome calms, being in the bosom of the baming aone, 
not without the affrights of flashing lightnings and terrifying 
claps of thunder ; yet, still with the admixture of many oom- 
forts, for, being but badly furnished with fresh water, their 
necessities were, for seventeen dajrs together, constantly 
supplied with rain ; nor was their fleet in all that time dispersed, 
nor did any ship lose company except the Portuguese prise, for 
one day, which then came in again, to their great comfort, — fat 
the loss of it, it is said, would havedefeated the voyage."* When 
they were near the equator, Drake, being very careful of hn 
men's health, let every one of them blood with his own hands, f 
On 5th February, he made the coast of Brazil, in latitude 31^ 
S. ; " and being discovered at sea by the inhabitants of the 
country, they made upon the coast great fires for a sacrifice 
to the devils, about which they use conjurations (making 
heaps of sand and other ceremonies), that when any ship 
shall go about to stay upon their coast, not only sands may 
be gathered together in shoals in every place, but also that 
storms and tempests may arise, to the casting away of ships 
and men "4 Thus the sailors were told, probably by the 
Portuguese pilot, and they were also assured that the efficacy 
of these conjurations had often been proved. On the 7th 
they lost the canter, which had been named the Chrittopker, 
after the pinnace for which she had been exchanged: by 
Drake's great care in dispersing his ships they fell in with 
her again ; and his pleasure at recovering her was sudi that 
he named the place where they met the Cape of Joy : '' the 
name, however, was as little permanent as Uie foeling with 
which it was imposed. The country appeared to them veiy 
fair and pleasant, with an exceeding firuitfiil soil, and they 
saw great store of laige and mighty deer," but not being able 
to chase the deer, they contented themselves with slaughter- • 
ing seals at an anchorage eighteen leagues within the Plats, 
thinking them ''good and acceptable meat both as food for 

* Prince. t Camden, 250. { Hakluyt, 733. 
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the preteoty and as a supply of ptowkkmB Ibr the future ". 
Th^ tailed farther up^ till they foond bat three fiithonui 
depth, and filled their casks with fk-esh water by the ship's 
side. On the S7th they left the Plata, pumiing their ooorse 
towards the sooth. The ship in which Doqghtfe was parted 
company that night, and the Ckrulopker two diqra afterwards. 
In latitiide 47 S. they saw a bay within a headland, whidi 
seemed as if there should be a conimodioiis port there. Drake 
did not think it prudent to stand in with the ship^ till he had 
examined it : he anchored, therefiire, three kaguea fiom the 
coast, and went to explore it himself the next morning in a 
boat As he approached, a native made his ^ipeaiance, 
shooting and dancing to the noise of a rattle whidi he shook 
in his hand ; no doobt this was the maraea, whidi the savages 
of Sooth America osed in most of their ceremonies fiom the 
Orinoco soothwards^ and far in the interior. It was sopposed 
that he invited them to land, but a fog came on, the weather 
became bad, and Drake thought it necessary to return to his 
ships, being three leagues horn them : tlie fog thickened ; 
the ships could no longer be seen, and Captain Thomas in the 
Marygold, being anxious for the general's safety, ventured to 
stand into the bay, fortunate in both his hopes, for Drake got 
on board, and he came to anchor in a secure situation. The 
other ships were obliged to stand out to sea. On the morrow 
the weather became fine, and Drake kindled fires on the shore 
as signals for the dispersed ships, none of which were in 
sight ; but they were soon assembled, except the Swam and 
the Portuguese prixe, whidi had been named the Mary, The 
natives kept at distance, answering by gestures and unin- 
telligible speech the signal which was made to them by 
showing a white doth. Places were discovered near the 
rocks, constructed for the purpose of drying the imm^ or 
American ostrich, and other birds fbr food. More than fifty 
mamdms, either dried or in a state of preparation, were fbond 
there; their thighs were as large as ^ reaaonable legs of 
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mutton ".* The English thought they were intended for a 
present ; they took accordingly what they found, but it seems 
they left what was ac<*epted as a full compensation, lor a 
friendly intercourse was afterwards established. 

According to their account the tumdu was decoyed fay 
stalking, a practice known in ciTilised as well as in savage 
countries. The natives shaped such a resemblance as they 
could of the bird's head and neck at one end of a sta£f^ and 
fastened plumes of its feathers at the other; holding this 
before them, they appronched their intended prey, and either 
decoyed or drove them into some neck of land, across which 
they stretched a strong net, and then set dogs upon them. 
That practice, however, is no longer known; and it is said 
that it is now impossible to take this bird by any snare, f 
Leaving this place, which was not convenient for the fleet, 
they found a good port in 47^ S., and having given his ofden 
there, Drake sent out Winter in the Eiizabelk, to search lor 
the two missing ships to the southward, and went northward 
in tlie admiral himself on the same quest He met with the 
Swan the same day, brought her into harbour and broke her 
up for firewood, having taken eveiything out of her that 
could be of use : this was done to lessen the number of ships 
and the chance of separation, and that their force might be 
more compact Here they "made new provision of seals, 
whereof they slew to the number of from 200 to 500 in the 
space of an hour. Some dajrs passed before any natives were 
seen ; they, however, made the first advances by signs from 
the shore, as if inviting some English who were on a small 
island opposite. Drake sent a boat and such presents in it 
as were taken out for such occasions ; these, as the Indians 
manifested some want of confidence, were tied to a pole, and 
the pole was stuck in the ground a little way finom the land- 
ing place, and left for them. They in return put some of 

* Barney, 312. f Asara, Iv., 17s. 
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tlMlr (ormMh and canrd boar* on the mhic pUc*. Soiac 
ktald of tfmA« fniUnrcd Bpon tfab o|icoln|{, but oa thrir put 
R VM «UI) raultoua ; Ihrj >r>uUI rr<r4t« nothinit Ity iMnd i H 
nMt be pU(«d on the |[mwiMl far thrm, and the wofdt bjr 
wtdcli th«j eRpKWrnl lh«MMc|rM willinn or nnwitlUif to ac- 
cept the thlflfi proffered in ncbaagr, mm preimtlj under- 
riood. HaUnj^'* author de«^1>c« then m naked, ■■'inf 
Miij ebont Ibeir <raiat the akin of inme bcMl with the fur 
flv hair Ml, and •mnrthinK alMi wraatiwd mi Ihi^ir brodi. 
Their fmer* wm painted with dlvera coloun ; tone o( iJieni 
iMd «n their he*d« the timllit«d« of horaa, ererj' man hi* 
haw, wUeh wu an cH In Icnitth, and ■ couple of aimwiL 
Thty were re*; a^^ people, and quick to dellrer, and arenird 
not to be Ifnorant In the fenli of war, a* by their order ot 
naflmK a few nen mixhl appear." Sane bad ooe Itf, ana 
■haoUrr, ur the wbole »ide. painted wittle, and Uw stbcr Um^ 
with while mouni oii tlie bLark pvt. and mi ihr wbllr black 
aMM. It H wurth; ol notiee. that thi« partl-cokMiod bUilun, 
M well at that of iwrMtnentliv the bewl with the umitllude 
af bMni, la at thla tine In nae among the tribe* on the far 
diatant eoaat itf Catifnmla. 

The men wbn fre^aratrd the port were not abore fiflj in 
number ; no ranoet were wen amnntt thein. " Tltry fed Mt 
aealt and other fle^, whirh tliej ale near)j raw, raiiif^ 
pleeea of faur v u\ pound* wrlnlit Intn the flm, till it wa> 
a UUle leDrrhed. and then trsrin|g it in pieer* with their 
torth like lia«M, both men ami waeBen." Thej were a menj 
IMW ; the KNUid of the trumpet drliffhled then, and they 
daB(«d with the Mtleci. The rhaplain of the Icet, Ur. 
PmncM Fleteher, dearribea ihrm aa at lar]tw atatsre ; and 
that the Aoatmi tribes are an, maj be alftrmed on the maat 
aatiafactory teatiaianf, bnt the bet hat been murfa eiaxK**^ 
aled. * One of the fianta,*' my* Flelefacr, " ilaadtiv with 
oar men when they were taklnff their momini drwmht, 
Aowed hkueir aa familiar that he alao wnidd do a* they 
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did; and taking a glass in his hand (being strong canarf 
wineX ^^ <:*°^c n<> sooner to his lips, than it took him by the 
nose, and so srddenly entered his head, that he was so drunk, 
or at least so overcome, that he fell on his bottom not able to 
stand ; yet he held the glass fast in his liand, without spilling 
any oi the wine ; and when he came to himself, he tried again, 
and tasting, by degrees got to the bottom. From which time 
he took such a liking to the wine, that having learnt the 
name, he would every morning come down finom the moun- 
tains with a mighty cry of wine ! wine ! wine ! continuing 
the same until he arrived at the tent" ^ 

In this place, which he named Seal Bay, Drake remained 
aomething more than a fortnight When he sailed horn 
thence the Portuguese prise was still missing; and it was 
not long before the canter again parted company, and was 
absent three or four days. They unloaded her, therefore, 
when next they came to anchor, and abandoned her, letting 
her drift to sea. On the 19th, they had the good fortune once 
more to meet the Portuguese ; and on the next day the 
whole fleet anchored in the ''good harborough called by 
Magellan Port Julian". Tliat some navigator had beea 
there before them was, indeed, certain; for they found a 
gibbet standing there, t and from that rueful monument sup- 
posed it to be the spot where Magellan did execution upon 
some of his disobedient and rebellious company ; some of 
their bones also were remaining. As soon as the ships were 
secured, Drake went to search for a watering place, and to 
see what provisions this ill-omened harbour could furnish. 
His brother. Captain Thomas, Robert Winter, Oliver the 
Master-gunner, and two othen, went in the boat with him. 
Tw^ of the natives came to them on their landing, received 
the presents whidi were offered, and appeared as well pleased 
^ they were fiuniliar. They were aimed with bows and 



• 315, from FktdMf^s MS& f Hakloyt, 733, 751. 
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arrovi ; umI ihr ganti^r, U> ibow then bcFW well tli« Ei^liih 
■ndmlnod ihe ittr of that wnpun, diKhar)|«<l an arrow from 
hii own bnw. Th« oaliTra tnoJ all thetn, bdt muld nut 
thmA *o Ear; hmI Ibrjr teemed (UommI ad M^ft hii akUI. 
Pmmtlf •nothrr Imlkn csrar, " bat of ■ awmr Mirt " ; >mI 
nunlfnll}' ilUlikioK the cMi&lmeE with wbkh kit cwuntfy- 
BMi t/rated the atnuifen, utf^rHy maJr Mgna tn the Hnftlldi 
to dr|Hrt. Na dotibt It waa wrll rmMtntwrnl how tmehrr- 
owklj BifafirlUn kul kkliMppt-d two of th« natlvn here, umI 
the blond thu WM nnw ahed waa probaUj in revenue lor 
that wicbcdneia. Itobert Winter, whether in mm aport, nr 
that he viahrd to let thia alenrr aavafe behold a iitwiinm 
mt EnglUh archny, pev]a*rvd to UioM a« the ](<*■"■"' bad 
done ; but in rfrawlnK it ta lU full In^tli. the itrfnx ImAc. 
While be waa bualcd in irfitllnf It, thr aaTajtra ahnt at lilm 
ao luddenlf, tliat briurr any miK-hlrf wm ■ppn-hnidril. one 
•now WM Axed in hia thauUer, and another pierced hia lunga. 
Upon thia the gunner took aim at them with hi* call*«r ; it 
wiaaed lire, and he waa immediately thot " through the brcMt 
and oat at back, to that be fell down ilark dewl ". The 
Indian* were now increailtig in number ', and It appeared 
that they had cmunenced thia attack, not In a conihleocc 
mpon their own drateri^ ahiQe, but with the amnnnce of 
being tuppofted. 

Drake upon thli oedercd hi* oompaBkma to cover them- 
■elvci with their targett, and appmacfa the eneniy, but not 
in a r^ular line ; and be directed then to break the anowt 
that were abot at them, obaerving that the mngei had but 
a mall rtiwe. At the aame time be took the piece which 
had w unhappily mtaaed fire, aimed at the Indian who had 
killed the gunner, and who waa the nan that had begun the 
bijr, and abot him in the belljr. An arrow wound, bower er 
M*ere, the mnge would hare benie without bctnjriag an; 

M'-" ' r'~ : but hit criea, upon beiiv thw wouaded, 

L hia BowpMliw WW twMti 
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and fled, though many were then hastening to their ai ri t t a nce . 
Drake did not pursue them, but hastened to convey Winter 
to the ship for speedy help ; no help, howeTcr, availed, and 
he died on the second day. The gunner's body, which had 
been left on shore, was sent for the next day ; the savages, 
meantime, had stript it, as if for the sake of curiously inspect^ 
ing it : the clothes they had laid under the head, and stuck 
an English arrow in the right eye for mockery. Both bodies 
were buried in a little island in the harbour.* No further 
attempt was made to molest the English, though they re- 
mained nearly two months in the harbour, and no after 
intercourse took place. The lesson which the natives had 
received was sufficient; perhaps it was the more efiectuml, 
because the individual upon whom the punishment fell was 
the one at whose instigation the fray had been begun. f 

A more tragical event followed. Magellan had in this 
same port quelled a dangerous mutiny, with an intrepidity 
and promptitude that would have been worthy of all praise, 
if treachery and assassination had not been among the means 
which he employed. Drake apprehended a similar danger. 
It is said, in the earliest relation of his expedition, that he 
began here to inquire diligently into Master Doughtie's 
actions, " and found them not to be such as he looked for, 
but tending rather to contention, or mutiny, or some other 
disorder, whereby the success of the voyage might greatly 
have been hazarded ; that the company were called together, 
and made acquainted with the particulars, which, partly by 

• Cliffc, 751. Burney, 317, 318. 

t Admiral Burney thought it might be received as a proof that the dis* 
positions of the Patagonians were not in general mischievous and n» 
vengeful, that they attempted no farther injury, nor offered any kind of 
interruption to the English in their watering, wooding, or other avoca- 
tions (p. 3x8). My kind-hearted old friend thought too &vourably of 
savage nature. These Indians would have watched forevefyopportanity 
of vengeance, if they had not been deterred by fear or by super s ti t ion. 
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P— ghtig't CMifciMa, umI putly bf nidencr, wm toaad 
U» be tnie : whtHt," %i^ the wTit«r, " wb«ia our unMnl taw, 
dtbouth tUi |Ki*aU afccUoa to UuUr Om^Ue (■■ He 
tbcn In th« pranm a{ m all tartrdlj pratnled) wm |pc»t, 
jrri Uw Mn be hail af tbe lUIr of tJ>« VD]r*ffF, at the «>• 
ptviatims of hrr m^rttjr, uhI or the bonour o( hU manliy, 
did Hmrr toarh biin («■ indeed il inighl) than tlir pn*kta 
Mi|nct nf one mui ; k> itiat tlie cuue bcUtK IbonMi^bly 
ImmtI, and all Utbift done Ln jfood order, u nckr a* tiiij(hl 
b« U> the nwnc of our lam in Kt^Und, It waa rancluded 
UmI Unrtcf Ilauj(litie *bauld neKire |Hiniahlnent. accunlinf 
|p iln faalitj af tbr ofmce. AjmI lir, (oeii^ B« trntedy bat 
yiUwwi ft* bknaeir, dralird Ufnrc hU death ta irntvc ttia 
aMnnnlm t which be dal at tbe bandi oT Maiirr Flctrhtr 
MV MkiMar, and ow xpneral hinneir acvamiMnlnl him in 
tlurt bolj aetim : vhit-h brmjt Ounc, mmI thr (ilarr of eircu- 
Uon nude readjr, be having cmbnKcd onr genenl, and 
taken hit leave of all tbe emapaojr, with pnjer far tbe 
qaccn'a m^icatj and our realn, in qwlet lOft laid hia bead 
to the bloek, where be ended hia life" It la further Hid 
that when tbe eaccutkn waa over, Drake addreaaed tbe 
whole company, csbofting then to nnltjr, obcdieoec, and 
regard «f the wfge in wbieh tb^ were engaged ; tat 
better eonfinnatioa wbercof be willed evcrjr num to prepafv 
bi^lf far rccciring tbe bolj wanninnion on tbe fallowing 
Snnday, "as Chfiatian bccthRCi and frlemfa ooght In d« 
Tkit,~ tbe relator mjt, " waa done In a rcfj i « * erMil aort ; 
and w, wltb good contentnent, evarj hms went abo«t hia 
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brought upon the character of Drake, who, in this matter, 
has been more injured by his firiends than by his enemies. 
It is certain that Dough tie was tried for attempting to raise 
a mutiny ; that he was " found guilty by twelve men after 
the English manner, and suffered accordingly ".* The most 
indifferent persons in the fleet were of opinion that he had 
acted seditiously, and that Drake cut him off because of his 
emulous designs. The question is, how far those designs ex- 
tended ? He could not aspire to the credit of the voyage, 
without devising how to obtain for himself some more con- 
spicuous station in it than that of a gentleman volunteer : if 
he regarded Drake as a rival, he must have hoped to supplant, 
or, at least, to vie with him ; and in no other way could he 
have vied with him but by making off with one of the ships, 
and trying his own fortune. G>nsidering what such adven 
turers too often were, and were likely to be, and how firequent 
mutinies were among them,— considering, too, that Doughtie 
had been removed from the command of the Portuguese 
prize upon a charge of peculation, and that resentment, 

because he thought the statements too imperfect for forming one. The 
subject, he said, could not, perhaps, be better closed than by the reflec- 
tions which they produced in the mind of Dr. Johnson. That great and 
good man says : " How far it is probable that Drake, after having been 
acquainted with this man's designs, should admit him into his fleet, and 
afterwards caress, respect, and trust him, or that Doughtie, who is re- 
presented as a man of eminent abilities, should engage in so long and 
hazardous a voyage, with no other view than that of defeating it, is left 
to the determination of the reader. What designs he could have fiDrmed 
with any hope of success, or to what actions worthy of death he could 
have proceeded without accomplices (for none are mentioned), is equalfy 
difficult to imagine. Nor, on the other hand, though the obscurity of the 
account, and the remote place chosen for the discovery of this wiclced pro- 
ject, seem to give some reason for suspicion, does there appear sny tempta- 
tion from either hope, fear, or interest, that might induce Drake, or any- 
commander in his state, to put to death an innocent man upon CUss ptc- 
tences " (p. 322). 

* Camden, 251. 
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wlwUwr Ur the wrungful chufe. cw Uh rightful rcfsaT*!, 
mtshl b« mnhtii^ tn bim,— tbU U no imptotMble iHppaMtwm ; 
■atl if thlt vnv pia*«il. Uw taitcoce »unut be dtvnMd on- 

The rtirniir* of I>r>kp, bcni«icr, g*vr o«it that he Htleil 
Imn KukUimI with iccrrt Imtraction* from LeiccalEr tn take 
mt Donghiie opon any prPtetK« whaltrrcr, brcawae i)mi|thtJe 
hail rrpirlnl thai Waltrr, Earl af Rmts. «■» |nlHKMid bj 
Leicnlrr'i larani.* TTut P.»ri was ml potHOMtl la h MTtaui 
a> ■Af M»rb brt «an br at (arh a ibatanc* of time ; and if 
Letcettcr kaJ b«Mi ai bad a Man ■■ be ha* brm niimcntnl 
(thai to, ^ wane than he waa), it <rai not thin that lie WMiltl 
have Uknt •irngeaaer tot «h«t *■• a nnnmon ralumnf ; nor 
wa* Drake ate «bo womU have taken it|ion hiniKlf l« eKcnite 
Ml Bc&rtmua a (Inigti. Thb eliarir way, wHh perfect eon- 
(klrnrr, tw diunLMnl ; nitr wnuld anj diwlK he rnterlatnrtl 
■pnn the sabjeet. If an injudkiaM advocate bad not, la viiH 
dicalion of Drake, attempted la prove loo mneh. In the 
btotorj of the voyage publtobed iroder the omm of Franek 
Drake, the admiral'* nephew. It to atimed that DaofffaUe 
enharhed in the eipedition with the determinatioa of «ver> 
thiowiof It, raiilag a mutiny, and accatapllahlng hto coda by 
the nurder of Drake and hto woM hlthftil frteodti and that 
Drake received Infomaliod of thto by kttcr befcrt he wUod 
froaa Plymonth, b«t oo«U not and woaU not ctodlt " that a 
poMH whom he m dcariy loved wosU eoocdvo Mch avU 

havl^ beoa wall obaervod, brpami too c 
then Mil milling ia htt Julian " all hto i-|*-t— and gentlv 
men of bb company, p t uyw i n d e d to them the good porta 
which were In the gentleaaan, the great good-will and inward 
aiectloa. more than brotherly, which be had ever dnc* hto 
im acqaolnlanre bnoe him, not oaalttlM the wyirt wUth 
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was had of him among no mean personages in England ; and 
afterwards delivered the letters which were written to him, 
with the particulars from time to time whidi had been ob- 
served, not so much by himself as by his good firiends ; not 
only at sea, but even at Plymouth ; not bare words, but 
writings; not writings alone, but actions, tending to the 
overthrow of the service in hand, and making away of his 
person". The proofs, this advocate avers, were "so many 
and so evident, that the gentleman himself, stridden with 
remorse of his inconsiderate and unkind dealing, acknow- 
ledged himself to have deserved death, yea, many deaths, 
for that he conspired not only the overthrow of the action, 
but of the principal actor also. The chiefest in place and 
judgment in the whole fleet, with their own hands^" he says, 
"under seal, adjudged that he deserved death, and that it 
stood by no means with their safety to let him live ; and, 
therefore, they remitted the manner hereof, with the rest 
of the circumstances, to the general." The general then 
gave the condemned party his choice, whether he would be 
executed in the island? or be set ashore on the main? or , 
return to England, there to answer his deed before the lords | 
of her Majesty's council ? Doughtie replied, that he would . 
not endanger his soul by consenting to be left among savage 
infidels ; and as for returning to England, if any could be 
found to accompany him on so disgraceful an errand, yet the 
shame of the return would be more grievous than death ; 
therefore he preferred ending his life on the island, desiring 
only that he and the general might once more receive the 
holy communion together, and that he might not die other 
than the death of a gentleman. From this choice he was not 
to be dissuaded by any reasons that could be urged. Accord- 
ingly, on " the next convenient day, a communion was cele- 
brated by Master Fletcher ; the general himself communicated 
in the sacred ordinance with Master Doughtie ; after whieh 
they dined at the same table together, as cheerfuUy, in 

16 
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whriHy, •■ c'cr in Xheir llm titrjr hw) ilanc ; wul Uking tlMlr 
leave bf drinking ta nch otl>cr, m If mmd« ihart jaarnej oolj 
lud been in hand ".* A prcntnt nuknha), appoJBted tor ihc 
oe«a*kNi, had meanllmr auAe all tliin)t* rcaaljr ; and aftn 
drinkli^ ihia MliTup-c-up. Oauxhtie wutt Ui tlte block. 

This ttatcnent U w eertatnijr falic In ll> muti Imporianl 
|Hrt, (hat It wcmU be entitlrd to do ct«dtt in may uf Ita ntUwr 
ili i uiw atawfc^ c*rn if tbote rimtnutaneo wera Ina im 
pnibUde at 6nl tijHit Fletcher the cbapUiB** reblton of 
the *^raae h ttlU peiac f Twl la naniiMTipL It li there 
atated, that tbt tame petioBi irbaae acnwation had brooitlit 
■pan OiMvhtie hta fbemer dif^nn {nmmelj. John Drawer, 
Edward Bnf[ht, and ether of their frienda) Uld now nora 
daafePMM matter In hit rharge, far woeda apokcB hf htm to 
them In the (tenrraT* ffardrn at lljmMHith, \aaf before their 
drparturr ; " whirh.~ *ay\ Flrleher, " II hiul been their part 
or dutj to have diaoorcred at the time, aitd not t« here een- 
cealcd then fee a time and place not ao f ttlng. How tnu 
It waa wherewith thej charKed him npon their oath, I know 
not : bat he uttertj denied It, aCrmlnf that he waa Innoeefit 
of aoeh thinga whereof he waa accwacd." Se &r waa be 
from ronlraainit hia (piUt, thai, eeeefdln( to thia pcnoo. who 
of all olhen mut have pem M at d the moat deer knowledge 
tm thia point, " he utterly denied the trath «f the ehargca 
a|[ainat blai, epen hia mlratieo, at the thae of hia eonmnnl- 
cetlBjr the taerament. and at the boar and moment of bla 
death ".t Mr. Fletcber ipenka of Dn^tle In lenM of 
moee than uimMMWi regard, and Jaacribea blm aa a man «t 
eitnetdlnBrj cadowmcata. Neither in hia nor la imf other 
eoalcmporery aceomt b It mid that he h«l the rhnlri 
aUowcd kirn of retnming to Rngland, there te aiwwer far 
bimaelf befarc the kwda in cooaciL It K indeed, moat 

•Ban»7.ii«.iaa. WmU BM „ m f , » , l .j,. 
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unlikely that Drake could have spared a ship to oonvey him ; 
and not to be believed that he, standing upon his innooenoe, 
would have rejected such an alternative had it been proposed 
to him. And the cheerful dinner, and the parting glass, 
are such embellishments of the story, that the person who 
devised them could have no expectation of their obtaining 
belief from any one, except by a reflex supposition in the 
reader's mind that a circumstance so incredible never would 
have been invented, and its extreme incredibility was, there- 
fore, an evidence of its truth. 

The falsehood of this statement ought not, however, to 
weigh against Drake, unless he were cognisant of it ; but 
there is no proof of this, nor can it fairly be presumed fiom 
the fact that the narrative wherein it was brought forward 
is said to be the work of Drake's nephew and namesake. A 
calumny had been raised against the great navigator, and 
evidently not without some injurious effect : panegjrrical 
biographci*s have passed over the whole transaction in 
silence, thereby showing that they did not like to touch 
upon it : Drake's representative may have fallen into the . 
great folly and greater fault of thinking it allowable to 
counteract one falsehood by another. Mr. Fletohei^s evi- 
dence makes it certain that Doughtie made no confession 
of guilt, but it proves nothing more. The general opinion 
in the fleet was, that a mutiny had been designed. The 
Portuguese pilot, who is likely to have been an attentive 
observer, and must have been an impartial one, says that 
Doug] 1 tie was put to death because he would have retomed * 
(it will presently appear that one of the ships took the first 
opportunity of doing so). The Spaniards, t willing as they 

• Hakluyt, 791. 

t " En csu baya se quiso amotinar la gente a penuacion de un cavallero 
llamado Tomas Auter, que se quiso alxar con el aitnada ; y Prandseo 
Draque fu6 un diligente que le prendi6, y luego le his6 cortar la 
y salvd el peUgro*' (Herrera, HUt. Ogn,, ii., 3S4). 
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were ttt IomI Drake «lt)i tjttj kind of Motftj, were m far 
fron UamlnK liiin on thi* Bomiuit. th*t lh«]r rktoUol him 
far hi* vtfpUnra umI itcriuan. The wRcrer'i lolrnin piv- 
Icatatiom of inouccncr m« nuiljr arraiinlcd fur; Mid hm 
w<mU p«M*I In Ihnn till the l*tl, b«r«UM till lh«- U«t thm 
VM Blvaf* • puuttiility tlwt thrjr Biinltt l>r hrllrvrd ; tt wu 
tmJjr a caw. In whk-h, while h« pMutted un ihem, m Umf 
M thm WM life lhrr« wh hnpr. Finally, mud thia ramMlm- 
Uan iMj be ilrrnnl nMMluuTr, the jaitkc of Umke'e fm^ 
ceedlBfi >■• not calleil la (jncOiaM on his nttwrn. 

DMtKhtie MM buried on en nknd In Uw iMrfamr; tha 
hnlic* of Rflfarrt Wtnl^r Mid OUrer the gitaart mttc intrmd 
■t the MBte time. In the Mme pbce ; umI the rh«fil>tn >ct 
■|l * elMK upna thrir gnttm, whFTVoti be «)|(ra«««l tfactr 
■■■m, and the day, month, and j-nr of thrir bwial. Here 
Um ftwtBH»rt» (imr, brlfifc trait j aiid tnMhIrvmir. «•• 
broken «p;' the fleet wu thw r«l*c«d to thrM, the AfIjmb, 
the EltMiHi. and the JUarMeW; and baring catnpleted tbdr 
watrrinit, wooding, and repUim, and remained in hrt SL Jalian 
ftom the aoth of Jnne to the 17th of Anga^ tbej mUod 
from thai port On the Mtfa tbcj made C^w Virfenea,t 
temaikable, at fear leagvca' dirtancc, far Ita high and itaep 
gnj chtk, full of black rpeta. Hen, too, thc^ met with m 
Ul onra, the bemea of a eorpae " whoae leak wm dean con- 
Mtmcd ". t And here, far a good omon, pcfhaiN, aa well aa 

"Tin* pan." myt LofM Vw, "I laka M ta accanai. to Ikal 
Ma««lU> bkrwiar poi hmm to 4mtk ihara to iht Hw o fc aaa" 
tHaklajt. nil- 

* HarrmMjndMl lllla vi 
Wtoa ttoy pM ioM Port 8c Jaliaa; and tl 
If to fM. Wca«M of Iht ortnme eeU. 

tTk* alcTaii (ha-uo4 hU bmo drapfoi to d 
Bomad lb* cap* io heoaof of ikat aoUa mmy, horlog 4tM 
lb» 4»j affu prioiaJ la 

:Baniqr.ia>. HaUoATU- 



/ 




HAWKINS AND DRAKE 945 

out of re8|>ect to his friend Sir Christopher Hatton, he changed 
the name of his ship, calling her, instead of the Peiieam, the 
Golden Hind, which Sir Christopher probably bore in his arms. 
On the following day they entered the straits. 

Tlie lateness of the season seems to have been the only 
thing which prevented Amerigo Vespucci from discovering this 
passage into the South Sea before Uiat sea had been seen by 
Balboa, and eighteen years before the fiunous Toyage of 
Magellan.* He had conceived the hope of making this 
great discovery, and had nearly accomplished itf Magellan 
named it the Patagonian Straits, after the natives, to whom, 
because they wore ill-shaped sandals, he had given the 
name of Patagons, palagon signifying in Spanish a large, 
clumsy foot. The inappropriate name has been fixed upon 
the people, not upon the strait, which is properly called 
afler Magellan himself; though before it obtained that 
appellation from popular justice there was an attempt to call 
it the Strait of Victoria, after the name of his ship.^ Juan 
Ladrilleros had been sent with two ships from Valdivira to 
survey the strait in 1558. The ships were separated by a . 
storm. The one put back with few of her crew remaining. 
Ladrilleros executed his commission in the other with great 
diligence, and extraordinary perseverance and resolution. 
When he returned to Chili, two men and himself were all 
who survived to navigate tlie vessel, the rest having perished 
by cold and hunger. § Other attempts followed from the 
same quarter : nothing is known of them but that they 
failed ; and Drake was the third person who performed the 
passage — the second wlio perfonned it from Europe, v; . ' 

"We found the strait," says the first narrator, '♦to li*ve 
many turnings, and, as it were, shuttings up, as. if there 

* I write the name thus because it is so written in our maps,' and ao 
called in common pronunciation ; but the proper name it Magalhaisna. 
t Gryneus, iv., 124. Hist, 0/ BroMil, i., 28. 
I Pigafetta, a6, 40. | Bumey, 249. 
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««r« ma pi— g« at all ; bf mma\ wlicnor ac bad Um wind 
•Acs affainat m^ mt that aomo of the Acet rcMmcriny a rape 
ar potot of land, othen ahovM be fomd Is lum back apain, 
and to eooM to aa aaehor wfaan thry nmld. There br nuuiy 
fidr harboan, with rtera of froah wkicr, but yet thry Utii tlwir 
beat eoMModltjr ; far tbe water « there «l tach dr|>th Uiat 
B» nan ihall iad gnmad to hkImt tn. excvpt It be In mmm 
namw liver ar comer, ar betvM-n *MMe nielu; m that ir 
anj eatrw c falaatt or cowbM) wind* do roow (vbrtrvnla 
Um place k Maefa Mifajaet)^ It carrlrlh with it do mall 
danger. The land on both altki i* vrtj hagt am] mnuu- 
lalnnw ; the lower wannlaiwi altrrrtif, alttwiuxh ilirj br 
■o n o tf OM and wonderfal to loa4 upin fur ihcir brtKhi. ytt 
there an othen which excaod ihrm in a itian^^e maiuKT, 
leachlim thfonlTW abovo thfir frllovi m> hif Ii, that be- 
tween then did appear three ragiont af clouds. Thet miHin- 
laim arc eo*er«d with tnow. The atralt la eitrei e cold, 
with Imt and hiow conUnuallj ; the trvaa aoem to itoop 
with the burden o( the weather, and jet arc green contlnnally; 
and many gooA and iwect hcrba do rery plentlftdl/ grow and 
Inrreaat under them." * Diake gave the naaae of Eliaabetb 
to tbe Urjteat of three ialandi, " lyiiv trianglo-wiae,'* near 
which they anchuml, when, by their own account, they wen 
thirty Icaguea within the atralt The other two be named 
Sl Bartholonew'a (on whoae dajr be aocbered there), and 
SL Geoegc'a. -There," aaya Clife,t "w« aUy«d one day, 
and victualled onraelvca with a hind oT Ivwl which li pleatl- 
M on that iale, and whose ieah la sot &r aaUhe a bt goooe 
hen In Ki^Und. They ban no wli^^ Urt abort ptaioM, 
which aerrc their turn In iwinwlng i their calnnr la iMi 
what black, miked with wblto ipata under their belly and 
about their nccka. They walk ao upright, tlmt. a6r mt. 
a Man would lake then to bo Utilo chlUrea. If a ma 

•Hakm>«,Tj4. tf*UHns> 
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"hardly escaping the dangers of the rocks," entered the 
strait again, and, anchoring there in an open Imj, made great 
fires on the shore, that if Drake should put into the strait 
also, he might discover them. After ten days he proceeded 
farther, and went into a soimd, in which he remained three 
weeks, and named it the Port of Health, because most of 
his men being " very sick, with long watching, wet, cold, and 
evil diet," soon recovered here. They found the large 
mussels " very pleasant meat, and many of them full of seed 
pearls". Captain Winter now alleged that he stood in 
despair both of having favourable winds for Peru and of 
Drake's safety : he, therefore, " gave over the voyage, full 
sore against the mariners' mind," and sailed for England, 
where he arrived with the reproach of having abandoned his 
commander.* 

Meantime Drake, from the Bay of Parting of Friends, as 
he named the place in which he parted company from his 
last remaining consort, was driven as fiu* as 55^ S., and 
found two days' shelter on the coast of Tiem del Fu^o, 
where he also met with good water and wholesome herbs. 
But the winds once more returning to their old wont, 
forced him again from his anchorage, with this additional 
misfortune, that the shallop, with eight men in it, and pro- 
vision for only one day, lost sight of the ship. These poor 
men regained the shore, entered the straits, salted and 
dried penguins there, and coasted on till they reached the 
Plata, and put into a small river on the south side. Six of 
them landed there in unhappy hour, and entered the woods 
to seek for food. Tliey fell in with a party of Indians, who 
with their arrows wounded them all, took four, pursued the 
others to the shore, and, when the wounded men got on 
board and pushed off, pursued them with their arrowif, and 
wounded those who had been lefl in charge of the boat. 

*Cliffe. Hakluyt, 752. 
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I mchHl Ml toUod kbcMl Ihrrt leafuci 
Ami tkt Wtlllliiiil. when two of tiinn iltcd of their nuunda, 
aai tfa«ir hoM «u beaten Ut plccei affaimt the inck*. 
Upas tht* toUod, which wm about * lnf«« in coiii|iMa, tbcjr 
wintd two mofitlM. living apsn mmII ciwIm, cvb. and ■ 
frolt like an armage ; bat tbnv wm no fteab wMrr, and, 
■■■Ue bmpv to cnduj« the w«nt of II, Ibej rentiiivd to 
■Aki Tor the ■uinland. ao • Urge pUnk Mane trn frrt luajt, 
h«Ttiijt mmI^ paddlr* with which tM guiilr IL The pMMg« 
WM ihc work -( thrt* lUyt and tw« nigbbL ** On mtnlnit 
to UihI," mj% Carter, " wt buml • rivulet of iwect waler ; 
when William Pilrhcr, my «nlj ww fa rt wkI rotnpMiioa 
(althmaxh I rmtenvDured lo diawnde fclm), bcinic before 
pinched with eatrenie thiett, ovmlrank hiiuelf, and, (•> raj 
aMpeakablc grief, died within half an hKNtf, wbam I bwri««l 
M well M 1 c<MiU in the Mnd." Carter Ml Into llw hand* 
of wme Indiam, who lud rampankm on him, and conductttl 
him, mnrr ■ while, bo a I\ir1i>j[iicM; irttlemcnt ; and, after nine 
jcarv, he wm fnetonale eiwaj^ to retam to hi* own rountrjr.* 
Drake, karing loU h» pinnaee, wm driven •till brther 
Moth, ran in ajptln among the talandi, and at lenglh " rrll in 
with the uttrraioat part of the land Irtward* Uie Mulh pile. 
— witboot whM-k thtic ti no main nor laland to be H«n lo 
ihc wMilkwanl , bot the Attantle Oeran and the South So 
inert in a larjie and free leope **. The rtaew, which wttJi 
bttle intenniBuan had conUnonl Uij-out Atjt, ccMed : they 
fcnn d an anchoring place at the Mwthern estrenltjr of the 
land, ainee called Cape lleen ; and to all the iaUnda which 
lay withoot, and to the aontb of the vtralt, I>rake gave the 
nane of the ICJijabethklea. He hod tho* aHidenUlly dla- 
•MFcted Cape Ham. and by thai dtapiaecd th« oU two 



lialM Ihc bat rmt of tkia m^ttj laMlwo a 

TVa ia diatacuriMii af Pi 
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incognita from a large portion of the space which it oecufMed 
ill the map : " We altered the name," says Mr. Fletcher, '* to 
terra nunc bene cognita ". Drake went ashore, and, sailor-like, 
leaning over a promontory, as far as u. safely could, came 
back, and told his people that he had been farther south 
than any man living.* On SOth of October, the wind came 
fair, and " departing from the southernmost part of the world 
known, or (as they thought) like to be known," they tailed 
to tiie north-west, stored themselves with birds and seals 
from some islands, and coasted for nearly four weeks along 
the American siiore, till they arrived at the Island of Mocha, 
and anchored there. The Portuguese pilot describes it as 
small and low land, full of Indians, and altogether possessed 
by them. Hie English supposed that the cruel and extreme 
dealings of the Spaniards had forced these people, for their 
own safety and liberty, to flee from the main and fortify 
themselves here, — an erroneous supposition, for they would 
have been more secure in the wild parts of their own country. 
Tlie general landed : the Indians came to the water side, 
" with show of great courtesy, bringing potatoes, roots, and 
two fat sheep, for which they received a suitable return ; 
and, as it was then late, it was agreed that the ship should 
take water there on the morrow ". Drake accordingly went 
in the boat with twelve men, and set two of them, with their 
vessels, ashore : tlie Indians lay in ambush by the waterin|^ 
place, sprang upon them, and either seised or slew them ; 
and when the boat was hastening to their succour, a flight 
of arrows was discharged at it with such effect as to wound 
every one of the crew, — the general himself under the right 
eye. It was not without difficulty that the boat escaped 
from this imminent danger, for the Indians pursued their 
advantage with such resolution that they seized four of the 
oars, and kept possession of them. None of the assailants 
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* This he himseU'told to Sir Richard Hawkins. 
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««n iMTt, far Uw Eo^iih bad mit Ume to ine * hM<qu«Uu>. 
Na atteHpt wm hucIc ta talw *raj;euK« for ihit unprovolitd 
attack ; It was Mppaaed te have been laaJe uiuler a mliUken 
■ottoB that thrj wn Spaaianii : uxl it Memt Dnkc mI- 
■tttcd that, in that caae, tkr Iruliaitt wauUl liavc aruJ 
rinhtlj, and, tberefatc, that It did not belMne him to pvniah 
the oJenea. Ha Miled the aainc tUj, and, happily, nooe of 
d, tbMi^ the; bad k»t tbeir ] 



A hepe atin rtwialiiBil ti axTtlnff wtUi the tm mlMB|t' 
tktpi. It bad been appolirtnl thai Ui raae of •rfiamtina 
th^ ibovld leek far eedi etbrr oa the raaat of I'cra, about 
the ktlt«de of 30^ &, awl Onhe aMOfdlii(tlr made d[l%ait 
la ar e h aa ha Miled akog. On the laat of November an 
Indlaa waa fcMid lahtai^ and tinHijcbl oo board ; be waa 
^^ t« eaaprehend that tbr Uiip waotnl ftmUmm, and 
weald 1*7 far then, and wi» thm dhniMed with RlfU. 
Thto man't report plcawd the natlrea m well that the? 
brea|[bt to the ■r aai dc a (at hog, poultrj, and other feed ; 
and an Indian, ot Mtne apparent coaae<|iteDce, went en 
beard. He apoke Spanbh ; told then that tbejr bad pawed 
the Pert of Valparaiao ais leagM* ; that a Spanlah lUp waa 
then Ijinc at anchor there, and that be would pilot them 
thither, whkh he did acn>fdin|[l;, bavinji no aBtpicion that 
tbejr were merair* to the ijpaniarda, who bad nerer jet aecn 
an cnemj' in tboae teaa. Felipe, aa thli driUaed Indlaa waa 
called, did the Eacliah good fervice in condnctlnjt them to 
thia port. Tbcj found the ihip ridliw at andnr. with einht 
Spaaiaida and three nejtroea aboaid : wbe^ taking the new 
■■■en far friri^a. aalatcd them with beet of dran, and 
Made nmdj a jar of CbiU wine l» drink with tbea. TIm 
pirate* (thej are entitled here In no better nana) were no 
toener aboaid, tJaui one of them, Tbonaa Uoon, rtr«ek at a 
Spaniard, esdainUi^: "MlMopvre/* down dq(I and bafanlo 
imf ahont kte ~. "One of theoe Spiwliid^ aoak^ |iit 
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of that qualitj in these testy aU-to-ciotted ami Mewtd him- 
self." Another leaped orerboard, and twam athore to give 
the alarm ; the rest were secured under hatches. The town 
was not more prepared for resistance than the ship, and less 
capable of it It consisted of some nine fiunilies^ who took 
flight before the English landed and fell to spoil Little 
booty WAS found there : a small chapel contained "^thmy 
tliat was thought worth taking, except a silver chalice, two 
cruets, and an altar cloth, which Drake transferred to the me 
of his own chaplain ; but there was store of Chili wine in a 
warehouse, which, with other prorisions and tome eedar 
planks for fuel, was carried on board. The prisooen were 
set ashore, one man excepted, who, being a Greek hj hirth, 
was called Juan Griego, and whom they detained to serve at 
a pilot to Lima. The prixe they rifled when they got out to 
sea : they found in her 1770 jars of Chili wine, 6^,000 pieces 
of gold, some pearls, and some merchandise. Well pleased 
with this adventure, they rewarded Felipe the Indian, and 
landed him at that place which was most convenient for him. 
From hence they ran along the coast, looking anxioualy 
for their lost consorts ; and because the ship was too laige 
to examine close in-shore, and a boat not strong enon^ in 
case of an attack, they put together a pinnace, which mi^ht 
safely look into every bay and creek. A fortnight after their 
departure from Valparaiso they anchored about camum-thot 
from the mouth of the Coquimbo, and sent a par^ to get 
water. Not far to the north was a Spanish town, of which 
they were not aware, and a considerable body of horse ai^ 
foot came down upon the men while they were filling their 
casks. The English, however, who were keeping good 
watch, retreated to their boat, and pushed off in time-; one 
Richard Minivy only, in a fit of fool-hardiness, refused to 
escape, killed one of their horses, and was himself killed, 
and his body thrown upon a horse, and carried off. This 
place not suiting their purpose, nor the entertainment being 
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mA m titty doirtd, ihtj ire^hed Micbor. TWe not lUjr 
Onkc, ba*lBf ancbond In ■ tiajp la S7* 35' S., embariMtl tn 
the piniur«, and Umrd hach In it to hmKc one man M«rrb 
far Uic hat (hip : the wind baflrd bim. and after nae day'* 
trial he (aire up th« attempt ; yrt. Id a}iparpi>t hofW tbat m 
■■rh dlUffBTC wniikl be vied in »rrklD|{ him u had hen 
wanlfntcd on hto part, br rvnwlnnl In ihL* bay Rwrr than 
fear WTclu, ibrn ptoncded iknrly alonfi th« raaat 

Thejr landed nnt at ■ place oiled Tarapac*. and, while 
bating far watct, faNod ■ Spaniard \yiag aalecp, and thirteen 
ban ct Mm ipag by him. which wm wurth 4000 di»ral«. 
K» penonal htjafjr waa a4cred In the man ; nnr tn anutbcr, 
■hcM, an a •eeond Undini; nnt far iWT, tbey met with an 
Indian In bia oompanj, ilfivii^ cifht lUmaa, earh canjinji 
• hwidndwciitbt of lUver, dlMdcd eqiully In two leatbmi 
tag*. TIm llamai a> well aa tbrir fralghl wen Uken on 
board. Fmna thn part nf the rnaat many Inillaiia ramr nlT 
to eichanK* tth for linria and gUuei ; and eicn at an 
Indian town, whnr tw« Spaniard* rnidrd aa (pweroora. they 
obtained wane llamas In the way nf Iraflic. At Ariea they 
bund two tbipi at aarbnr. one of wliich yielded tome M 
Wn of tllrer, weighing about SO Iba. Mcb ; tha otbv WO 
jan of wine. Only a negro waa on board : tb* |wwi|ilp, 
M)•tn»til^[ no danger, were gone In the l«wn ; " wbleh," 
i^ «ae of the adTcnturm, " wv w«mU ba«« muackcd, if 
— T wpany had been better and more ka number". The 
light of rertaln bnrvram rvady to hare attached them If 
tbey bad Landed deterred them from the attempt, tkit they 
leant fmB the Degm tbat there waa a abip nnt tar before 
tlwm rtarUy Udra. Taking wHb him nn* «f lij« pciaca. Dr«ke 
w«9t In punuit, he binuelf in the pinnacr ckae along ihare. 
the ablpi keeptog their eoiwie • Imgue to (eawBrd ; and 
baring prorcedcd tliua about five ar^ forly league* they ww 
the vtaael at anchnr. Bol the tiding* tbat a »en-ror er waa 
In parwil hod rvacbed tbc SfMoiarda a few bMr* bcfiar*, aed 
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they had Unded 800 ban of silver belonging to the king ; 
eTerything else of any value had been r e moved in time. 
Here, too, there was a muster on the shore, whieh it would 
have been rash to encounter. Drake, therefore, held oa his 
way: but taking this vessel and his other priaes with him, 
one excepted, which he had burnt at Arica, when they were 
about a league out at sea, he ordered all their sails to be aet, 
and then let them drive before the wind ; while he with only 
his own ship and the pinnace proceeded to Gallaq, the port 
of Lima. 

Leisurely as Drake had proceeded, he arrived in sight of 
the capital of Peru before it was known there that an enemy^a 
ship had entered those seas. When he landed at Valparaiso, 
the Governor of Chili was in the interior, prosecuting that wmr 
against the Araucans which has given so great a celebrity 
to their name ; and the authorities did not venture to take 
upon themselves the responsibility of sending a vessel with 
despatches to Peru. * A few leagues off that haibour, Drake 
boarded a barque laden with silks and other goods, which the 
owner, a Portuguese, was glad to redeem by engaging to 
pilot the English into Callao. t He brought them in after 
night-fall, " sailing in between all the ships that lay there, 
seventeen in number," twelve of which were moored, and 
had all their sails ashore, ''for the master and merchants 
were here most secure, having never been assaulted by 
enemies ". They rifled these ships, and found in one of them 
a chest of silver reales, and good store of silk and linen. 
Their inquiry was for the ship that had the silver on board : 
the silver, it was replied, was on shore ; but they were lik^ 
wise informed that a richly laden treasure ship called the 

* The viceroy, D. Francitco de Toledo, states this in his letter to the 
Governor of the Rio de la Plata : if such advice had been sent, ha saya* 
" Se habieran escusado hartas perdidas y gsstos que se han recaeddo A 
S. M. y i lot particulares *' (Viagi dl Bsirecho far P§dro Smrmknta^ hoau), 

t Herrera, 3S5. 
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Caaf fi t g t (* nuM abt lo be tmulktrd) kad Utcly mU«i1 
fcr hjta. Thitj c«t ihc i-alilrt Mf llirw thlix, aiid dw 
■■■H of the two (K«tt-tt, aim! Irt Utvm drive, nut far ouilon* 
Mi^ bat In prwrtdant rumi^ht, iImI Uir; miglit be 4b>*]>l«l 
L IVhilr kr «u tJiiM cnplorjinl, • HcmcI 
n wltb Spuiuh f"^ cntctcd lti« twrbour, 
1 daw br tite OoUm IlitJ. A bMt c*n>« fram 
the iben tv MHck It ; but bccaiuc It «m night xhrj dcfrfml 
tbe n«ch till the MOniinx. >»(1 onlj' wnt ■ bmii an bowd. 
"Tba bcMt then OMe idnnftudr Drmke'* rcmel. ami Mkcd 
what lUp it WM f A Hp*mih prbancf Muwovd, m lie WM 
ordered, that it wm Hiptrl Anyel'i lh>cn ChilL S«ii*a«l >tlli 
tU^ the oAeer la the \>m\ »nit a rim u> btmnl it ; Iml he, 
whca on the point at rnienn^ pcrmTnl imc of the kriiv 
f«a^ aad retraoted iMn ibr Imat with all rrlrritjr, bwMiue 
no wrh thot freqamtnt that pwt, umI n«vi^i«vl ibnae «««a, 
auried greet tboL" Jhr tpcrd irilh i>h»ch titr hiMt maJe 
of npon tbia dittrrtrj alarmed the Puunw diip, whkfc fertb- 
with rut her cable, and pnt to M^ Dmke'a men — "-n< 
their pinnace, and purwcd. Tkt Spainardi^ Inotcad of itrik- 
iag at their nmaoaa, «hdt one of the crew, apca whkh tho 
pinnace returned. But the GmUn Himi prcoentl; act mU. 
and gained ao faat npon the Panama iblp, that the men took 
to their boat, and eacaped adiocc, kavlng the ahip with 
evcfjrtbing on boaid. * 

Drake'! peat abject wao now to overtake the Qum fmg m : 
the wind fiOled, and beat* were prt o«t to tow the dkip. 
Meantime tbe alarm had been given hi Uma s and the 
viccny, Den Frmndaco de Toledo, hartened iiHtantlj In 
Callaok and CKertcd hloMeir thrmwh the rematader of the 
night with aaeh naecem that two vcoaek with MO men In 
each, were deapatcbed la poiMUt bcfcrB Drake wm e«t of 
right of tbe port. Their ordera wme to board the ramr If 
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they could come up with her, — for they had no artilleij. 
The wind, however, sprung up, of which the English made 
eager use; and the Spaniards were as little desirous of 
coming up with them as they were of being detained bj an 
action in which nothing was to be gained. So manifest, in- 
deed, was this unwillingness, that though there were person s 
of some distinction on board, the viceroy punished many for 
cowardice,* not allowing the excuse they had devised for 
themselves by following the Panama, which Drake dismissed 
with Juan Griego and his other pilot on board. Drake now 
made all speed to the north, the pinnace keeping dose in- 
shore, the ship about a league and half from land. After 
some days they stopped a vessel bound for Callao, from 
which they " took a lamp and a fountain of silver/* and 
learnt that she had seen tlie treasure ship three days before. 
At Payta they boarded another, and were told that the 
Cacafucgo had left that port two days ago. Neither of these 
vessels did they detain, but taking from the latter some pro- 
visions and a negro, hastened on. On the morrow t they 
captured a ship bound for Panama, and sent the crew and 
passengers, among whom were two friars, ashore. In this 
prize they found forty bars of silver, eighty pounds weight of 
gold, and a golden crucifix, " set with goodly great emeralds **• 
This booty cost one of the men his life ; he had secreted two 
plates of gold, denied it when accused, and was hanged when 
they were found upon him. 

. They crossed the line on 24th February ; and Drake pro- 
mised to give his chain of gold to the man who should have 
the good fortune first to descry the golden prise, for which 
all eyes were eagerly looking out On St David's Day th^ 

* '* Aunque yvan en ellot gente honrada, de miedo le bolvieron, y Don 
Francisco de Toledo cattig6 por ello a muchot ** (Herrera, 385). Nuiiho 
da Sylva relates the excuse, and says nothing of the oowardioa. 

t Hakluyt, 735, 747. Bumey, 336. 
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nude GtiwSt FnuiciKo in laUtuile 0°40'N.. and if Drake 
hftt) been a WeUlimnii, the Jay wimld have been rendered 
doubly dear to him, for at tlirte in tlit^ al\emooii a certain 
John Drake, going into the top, eipied the object of their 
long chase about four leagues to seaward. And here the 
Portuguese pilot describes what Makluyt ealU " m pretty 
device to rooke their shi]> sail more swiftly ". " Because the 
English ship wax somewhat heavy before, whereby it villcd 
not ai they would have it, they took a company of holijiu, or 
Spanish pots for oil, and filling them with water, hung them 
by ropes at the stem of the ship to make her Mil the better." 
The device was not wanted ; for the Spanish captain, Juan 
<ie Anton,' made towards the English sbipt to know what 
■lie was, thinking her to be one of the ships that usc«l to muI 
•long the coasts anil traffic in the countiy. When Uicy were 
near citough Drake hailed them to rtrike, and tlic other 
refusing, " with a great piece he shot her mast overboard, 
and having wounded the master with an arrow, the ship 
yielded ". lliey took poasenion, tailed with ber further 
into the sea all that night, and the next day and night, 
making all the way they eoold. Being then at lafe distance 
fiom the coaat, they stopped, and lay bf their priae four days, 
taking out her cargo and transferring it to their own ship. 
Tliey bund in her great riches, as jewel* and precious atones, 
thirteen chests full of naU» of plate, eighty pounds weight of 
gold, and twenty-ais tons of ^ver : 300 bars of the silver be- 
longed to the king, and the rest was the prop e rty of private 
merdianta. The whole nine wa« estimated at 360,000 
piece* of gold, that of the sUver alone being 913,O00JL ; and 
the carton congratnlated themaelrc* that their >hip migfat 
BOW well be called the GoUcn Hmi. A Uttle of the ez- 



tHcnci* sart that had k MM baMi tat Oli MiMaki tha Bo^iA 
woald not bava captand hw, bacsM* th* SoMk Sm drip* wk« mmUsoI 
«a«r», batMT tkaa aoy othan la ttaa worid (sIsV 
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ulUtkMi of tucceu wai thown upon this occaiioci. Abmok 
other pUte, two very fair pit bowli of tiWer were Ibmid, be- 
lonpng to the pilot, to wliom Drake umI, " Scnoor pilot, fom 
have here two silver cups, but I mutt needs have one of 
them!" The pilot, who knew that need hat do Uw, aiid 
that the adventurer who addressed him had just then m 
little, asscntetl, "beexuise he could not otherwise chooae,"* 
and gave the other also to the steward o( the geneial's shipi 
In a better spirit Drake called ibr the register of the 
treasure on board, and wrote a receipt in the margin tat the 
whole amount* 

Many a witticism was passed upon the unseeodj namef 
of their unfortunate prise, which, at the end of lour dajn. 
was dismissed, and three men put on board, vbon Drake 
had taken on the way for pilots. Drake gave the 



* C. Suarcs dc Fi;;ucroa. 209 : Lope d« Vcf a also rvlalss iliis» aM4 sajrs 
Ihac the Spaniard! thcm^lvct were amutcd at it. 
— coma^tc ia rica press opima 
Dc un milton y ftc>icicntot mil ducsdos; 
I I)onde Ekpana ha tenido en mas cstima 

Aquclloi tut donayrcs cclcbradot, 
Quando al mature y del navio mintstro 
I'cdiue de la piata el fran regiMro. 

Lan mar;;cnes del qual por rccibidas 

Saiiftlicicndo con cstranas vcraa, 
I l-'irmaste dc tu nombre las partidas, 

Como %i ducno de la plaia fiicfas. 
I lisKta Ia« letrai oy estan corridas 

I De que esta burla a su re^ttro hiticras, 

Bolvi»ie el libro, que fue en tanto caixago 

Para el ducj%o fcntil rccabo y psfo. 



t *' When this pilot departed from us, his boy sa«d thas ame oar 
general : * Captain, our ship thall be called no owrt the dum/m^gm, b«i 
the Catm^Uim, and yours ahall be called the Cmm/mg9' ; whkk prvny 
speech oT the p«lo('s boy mmiitercd ■utftcff of laaghiar to as, balk 
and long aUr *' (Hakl^yt, 736). 
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« letter of safe com) urt, in cue he should MI in with the 
ElaahelA or the MorifgolA. This letter, whicli hns been pre- 
•errcd by the I'ortiif^cse pilot, is rcmarlcable for its kind- 
nm and rclif;ious feelinf;. llie contents, as retranstnted 
in Haklajt Iroin the Portuguese or Spanish version, were 
tboe:— 

" Maiter Winter, if it plexseth God that ynu should chance 
to meet with thin ship of Scoor Jiian de Anton, I prajr you 
vkt him well, arrortliiig tn my wonl and promise given unto 
them ; and if yuu want anytliing that is in thlx ship nf ScAor 
Jnan de Anton, 1 pray you pay them double the value of it, 
which I will satisfy ofinin ; and command your men not to do 
beranybtnt; ami what comfNMition or aftrcemcnt we have 
made, at my return into E>i|;laii(l I will, by God's help, pcr- 
farm ; altbau^rh 1 am in doubt that this letter will never come 
ta jonr hMiils. Notwithstaniling I am the nun 1 have pro- 
mised to be, — beseeching God, the Saviour of nil the world, 
to have us in His keeping, to whom only I give all honour, 
praise, and gloiy. What I have written it not only to you. 
Master Winter, but also to M. Thomas, M. Charles, M. Caube, 
and M. Anthony, with all our other good fiiend*, whom I 
eommit to the tuition of Him that with Hii blood redeemed 
us ; and am in good hope that we shall be in no more trouble, 
but that He will help us In adverai^ ; de^ring jou, for the 
pasMoa of Christ, if you fall into any danger, that yon will 
not despair of God's mer^, tot He will defend you, and pre- 
•erre you fitm all danger, and bring ni to our desired haven ; 
to whom be all hoooor, gjory, and prkiM, lor evnr and ever. 
Amen.* 

" Your ao n ow fu l cftptain, 

- Wboae hewt la bMvy for yoa. 

"PumcmDuu." 
•HaU.,t.747. 
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The general had now no other object in these seas ;* how 
to make his way home with this great booty was the next 
consideration. To return by the strait was, on many account^ 
unadvisable ; the season was unfavoarable, and they knew 
the difficulties and dangers of that passage : moreover, the 
Spaniards expecting them to take that course, would be 
likely both to have despatched ships in quest of them, and 
a force to intercept them there. This was no vain surmise : 
the whole coast of Chili and Peru was in such alarm, that a 
stop was put to all maritime trade; for it was known that 
Drake expected to be joined by his two consorts, and in eveiy 
port the peo])lc were under arms to resist them. All the 
consequences of such an invasion, and more than all, wrere 
apprehended by the Spanish authorities : they thought that 
nothing less than the King of Spain's dominion in those seas, 
and tlie properties and lives and souls of the inhabitants, 
were at stike. f It was not Drake's business now to encoun- 
ter any danger that could be avoided ; but greater proof of 
his ability as a seaman, and of his enterprising genius, was 
never given than at this time ; for instead of at once resolving 
to follow the course of Magellan, and so compass the globe, 
he conceived the hope of rivalling that great navigator by 
exploring a passage between the two great seas, at the 
opposite extremity of America. ;( This he propounded to 
his ship's company. " All of us," says one, who writes as if 
he had been present, '' willingly hearkened and consented to 
our general's advice ; which was, first, to seek out some con- 
venient place to trim our ship, and store ourselves with wood 



* ** Thinking himself, both in respect of hit private injuries 
from the Spaniards, as also of their contempts and indignities offered to 
our country and prince in general, sufficiently satisfied and revenged, 
and supposing that her majesty, at his return, would rest satisfied with 
this service " (Hakluyt, 736). 

t Viage del SarmUnto, 4. 

I World Encompasud, Burney, 339. 
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and water. Mid such provisions as wc could set ; and thence 
foTwnrd to hnstcn on ojir interuleil journey for the discovery 
of the Mill piissnjue, through which wc might with joy return 
to our lon;^ homes." ' 

T1)ey now sailed for the coast of Nicnragua, which they 
nuide on I()th Mnrch, "near a small islnnd named Canno," 
two lesfcucs fnmi the mainland ; there they found a small 
bay, wherein they anchorci), at five fathom deep, close by 
the land, and near a fi-esh water »trcAm. On the SOtli, > 
vessel was seen attempting tn pias close by. The pinnace 
wa» sent in cliase, nnil brought her in. She was ladcii with 
sarsaparilla, butter, and honey, and other things. The sarsa- 
porilla they threw aiihnrc ; and iiiicil the vessel aa a receptAcIe 
for their stores, while they laid their own ship down to es- 
amine licr bottran. The island afforded them wood wid fish, 
and would have supplied alligators and monkeys if they had 
chosen to take any on bonnl. While they remained here 
they felt the shock of an eartliquake. In eight days the re- 
pain, wooding and watering were eampletcd, and they sailed 
westward, taking with them their priic ; which, however, 
after keeping two days longer, they dismissed, detaining 
some of the men to serve as pilots, and taking " the tea cards, 
wherewith they should make their voyage, and direct them- 
selves in their course ".t And so sailing until tith April, 
*bout evening, they discovered a ship that held two leagues 
to scawanJ from the land ; and before the next day, in the 
morning, they were hard by her, and suddenly fell upon her 
while her men slept She wb« apparently from Manilla, 

* Camden {p. iji) is miiukcn in saying (hit the viceroy hu) il tliit _ 
lime senl ihrp* lo Ibtlify the MiaiL He could not do thii till the Psnama 
fleet arrived : uid the cipcdition sppointed fat thii KTvke wu not readjr 
to s*il from Callio till Oct. ii [Vingi del Sntminta, pp. 4, 40). 

t Admiral Bumey say* : " Whether these woe chaiu of those seal 
or only the caidi at Meering compussa was ool cipUincd "• I have po 
doalM thai ibe fannei ate intended. 
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liulcn with " liiini doth (which pmlialily mrani mu^limX 
j fitii* Chiiiii (lishcH nf white earth, mul f^rvni stnrr of ChiiM 

I iilkx ; of all which," Myi the rcUtor, " wc took m wc h%tc«l **. 

* He AiUls, that the owner of tlie nhip wa^ on board, who wag 

a S|Mnish gentleman ; ami that the fteneral took frum him a 
fAlc«>ii of fi*M, with A ;;reAt rmenilil in the breast therroC 
Tht'V t#Mik a nc^nt «mt of this vevM-1, and diMni«srd her with 
all her rrt*w, one man exrejited, iihoni they detained to Uiow 
them Mime watering place. \lv bniu^ht them into the haren 
of (iiiatiilcii. They landetl there, in happy hfHir for mmc 
ne;;nN*H, ii|Nin wlmm the criminal murt was% then kitting m 
jiicl;:mcnt fur having conspire«l tn M*t the town nn fire. 
Jtuli^t'H and priMincni were cimveyed nii iMianl ; and the chief 
jii(l;:r wan made to write to the inhahitantv onleriti^ them 
to leave the ti»wn, while the Kn;;li«h mi^ht remain here. 
There were hut M'Vent«'«'ii S|vihianU residing here ; and 
n<-i(lifr thfV nitr tin* ciilmired jMipulation had much to Umc, 
fur the ad\riitiirrr wlio ti-lN us tliat the town was ransacked 
tMk'ists iif nil fttluT pluridt-r than a |iot a« lii^ as a bushel full 
of silviT rfiili'j. and a ^nld chain and mmuc jewrls which one 
{ "Tliiiiiias MfMHi tiNik fmm a S|i.inish p-ntleman, whom he 

I caii;:lit as he was Hyiii;; nut nf the place ". 

j Dr.ikf mil. lined hf*re iirarly a f«irtni^ht ; ami before he 

- de|»rti d he rtleaMd all his pnsiiiien>. ami put the Portu;;ucie, 

Nuiihn d.-i S\lva, on Uianl a ship m tiie harliour, tn find hu 
way to I'ortii;;al as he omiUI.* Knmi (iuatuico they steered 



I • Tf'.ji i* in-uri'>u.;\ re; rr^rr.irj. a« if ihe pnor man had been left la 

' an fi'.rniy's countrv. It \«a« ha:J^tiip cniiu,.!> f>>r him to loac hii ihip 

anil ht« ^iKhU. an<l ^< Curiir ! from the Cape iSr Vrrdi ihroutjh ihc Mraii 

and to the c>).i^t ''f NuAri^ua. iiui he co^ld not have been ditniiMcd 

at any p^ini vkhic:i vko.i'.,! have Ixcn more co-:%cnicnt kit himiclf . an4 

t in l}ic rdalt'i'i vkinLii ^'.c ilrr^* i<p int the viceroy iif New Spain, he 

, makC4 no c'>rT>j'-aiiii it! hi« trra!n.r.-ii. It .• very much to his honoiir, 

and •iinirthiMt; i ) that (if Dra^e and hit men. thai there ii rKM in thm 

plain and evidrr.iiy faiihtul relation the ali|;hicai capfciiion of piWfmiaB^ 

j or icacnimcnt i^jainM the £nghth. 

I 

4 
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"dlKctljr oC to sea," «n<l sailed (the accounts My) MO IcAgues 
in hngftude tn ;;ct a favournblc winil. On 3nl June, having 
■ailed in different directions 1*00 leagues, without seeing 
land, they bad itrrivcd in latitude 42° N. A great change in 
the tempcTstarc was now felt ; the people were benumbed 
with the frieicing cold, which increased to that extremity on 
niling two degrees further north, that meat, as soon as it was 
TCsnored from the fire, would presently be fnnen, and the 
rapei and tackling of the ship were quite stiflcncd. Contrary 
winda Ibrced them to run in with the land, which they then 
uwspectcdly descried ; for they had not supposed that 
AnKTica in that latitude extended so far to the wr-Nt. "Tlicy 
•toed toward the siiore, anil anchored in an open ill-sheltered 
bay. TIk wind was strong and in gusts ; upon any inter- 
mlNloa, there came a thick stinking fog, in which they were 
enveloped, till it was dispersed by the renewed strength of 
the wind. They could not remain here; nnd the direction 
of the wind, with the >everity of the cold, not only dis- 
couraged them from penisting in the attempt to go &rtber 
north, but commanded them to the aouthward, whether they 
would or no." So they drew back frxnn latitude 48°, to 
which they had advanced, ten degrees, " in which height it 
pleased God to send them into a fair and good bay, with a 
good wind to enter the same ". There can be little doubt 
that this bay was that which it now called Port Sao 
Francisco.* 

There were hatt eloae to the water tide. The day after 
they anchored many native* abowed themaelTCi on the ihOTe, 
and ■ single man was tent olT in a canoe. Immediately he 
began to tpeak:, though at a oonaiderable dittanee from the 
■hip, and continued to do so aa be paddled on, till having 
drawn as near aa be thought St upon this fint adranee, be 
■toffwd, made • long and eunest adaieM acconipanted bj 



r,343- HaUi;t,4fB. 
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l^ticuUtions not more inte11i|(ible than tlie hAnnpie ; ami 
when he had finished, returned with ^pt'at show of frrctmcc 
to the shore. Soon after he repeated the same ceremo n y ia 
the same manner ; and presently a third time, bat he thca 
brought a bunch of feathers, resembling those of a crow, 
neatly fastened together, clean and lumdsoroely cut ; and also 
a small basket made of rushes, and filled with an herb which 
they called taimk : ^ these he tied to a short stick, and 
them into the ship's Imat. In return Drake directed 
presents to lie put on a plank in the water, and pushed 
towards him ; but he refused to touch them, and would 
receive nothing eicept a liat, which being thrown from the 
ship, he took up. No intercourse followed upon this cere- 
mony ; both parties, however, seemed to conskler that a 
good understanding had been establiUied by it, and lo have 
acted Acctmlingly in good fnith. The natives were not di^ 
trustful, l>ccAuvc they hiul only once been visited by 
Eum|>cAns, thirty-Aovcn years lie fore, when Joam Rodriguca 
Cal)rtllo,t A PortugiicM* by birth, was sent l>y tlic Ticrfoy 
of New S|>Ain to eiplore that coast : he happened to be a 
humane gtxxl man, a* wtrll an a skilful navigAtor ; and the 
whole of hi«i intrrcour%e with the natives had been of the 
mmt friendly kind. Drake knew not that any such earlier 
(lisctivor^' had been made of these parts ; but he felt the 
beneficial consequences of his |Mrdecemor's conduct ; and 
neither he nor his pcfiple dul anything during their 
to counteract the favourable im|»rrsaion which Cabrilk* 
made. 

*Thc author of the ** Cimout voysj^c** %My% tobacco (Hsklayt, 441). 
I have followed Admiral Burnry in u«in|( the name by which the luunrca 
called It ; but that it wat tobacco I have no doubt. For the Calilbrmaiia. 
thoui;h they had not diKovered the art of prepshn( any itnmtMmA 
liquor, utcd to intoiicaie them«clv«* at ihetr CeaaU wuh tht mmakm ml 
thtt wild herb {N0tuim ds U CmLfomU, t- i-. p- 79). 

t Barney, i., 110-114. HIncra. Dae 7. i. 5- c ), 4. N^tkim dr la 
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He «M not, liowcver, unminijful of th^t cAution whidi 
OHgfat ahrayi to be olMerved unon;; an; people wlinsc diar- 
■cter It not Tell known, and especially amoiif; MViifica. It 
was IMM MM J to lifjUten the tliip in order to come at a lenk 
iridefa ibe IwJ sprung;. She was anchoref), tlierefore, cIom 
to the ihon^ and Drake liuulcd his men, with tents, uid 
neb thing* M were necessary for fortifying their temporuy 
cnemmpoieiiL The natives upon perceiving this collected in 
■nBt, and in Ur^e companies ; yet their demcsnour was that 
of men who had prepnred them«:lves to resent wrong, not to 
oCcr tt; and when lij^s were made to them Xo lay nside 
their bowB ami arrowa they did so, accepted the gifU whidi 
were offered, and in return presented the KCnemI with 
fcathen, neti, and tkini. They retireil at cvcninji, to all 
■fipeanutce, well satisfied ; but when they had reached their 
dwelUngi kmd lamentntions were distinctly heard fnnn thence, 
though the distance was not less than three parts of a mile, 
and the roicei of the women were ili.itinpiiiihe<l, whose miser- 
able ihrieking rote above the deep and doleful outcries of 
the men. During the two following days no one came near 
the tents, and Drake is said to have fortified them bj build' 
ing a stone wall round. On the third day, a more numerous 
assemblage than had yet been seen convened on the nearest 
eminence, from whence one of their oraton delivered with 
violent enunciation a long speech, bis words (idling " so thick 
one on the neck of the other, that he oould hardly fetch his 
breath again ". When he had ended, all the natives bowed 
their heads, and song out oA in a solenut and lengthened 
tone, wherehj it waa supposed that tbey signified their 
assent to all that had been said. The men then left their 
hows on the ground, descended to the encampntent, and 
ofiered bunches of fisathen and ba^eta of tobacoo to the 
general, which he accepted, and nuide them presents In 
retain. But the wonten, meantinw remaining on the hill, 
" toiBtcntcd tbemadvcs lamentably " : thqr *an tbtir cbeeka 
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and bosoms, uttered pitUble cries, threw oft their nj^ier 
garment, and holding their hands over their heads, dashed 
themselves on the ground, repeating this till thej were 
covered with blood. The English did not behold this miser- 
able sight without compassion, and Drake felt the more, 
because he and his people were persuaded that the natiTes 
took them for gods, and meant this as a religious act of pro- 
pitiation. A proper sense of piety prompted him to the 
wisest measurcthat could have been taken. He ord er ed all 
his people to prayers, and divine service was performed with 
an earnestness which the natives understood. The effect 
which he had hoped for was produced, a stop was put to their 
self-lacerations and other acts of violence : they ** seemed to 
be greatly affected at what they witnessed " ; that is, thejr 
regarded it with awe, and at every pause in the service they 
chanted out their solemn oh. When it was over, and they 
rose to depart, they restored all the presents which had been 
made them, and no one could be persuaded to take away 
with him a single thing.* 

The news having spread into the country, more natives 
flocked to the place, and two heralds made the general 
understand that their chief, or hioh, as he was called, was 
coming to visit him, but that he desired to have some token 
sent him that his coming might be in peace. They were 
dismissed witli what they asked for ; and forthwith the hioh, 
who was " o£ a goodly stature and comely personage," ad- 
vanced toward the fort with a princely majesty, the people 
crying continually after their manner, and as they drew near 
so did they strive to behave in their actions with comeli- 
ness. One "of a large body and goodly aspect" led the 
way, bearing a club of dark-coloured wood, to which were 
fastened two coronals, " a less and a bigger, made of net- 
work, and artificially wrought with feathers of many colours". 

* Burney, 345-348« Hakluyt, 441. 
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nree chains also wtrre suspended fram it, "of a mitrvcllouB 
kngUk, and made of it bony soUUncr, • every part tliereof 
being very little, thin, finely burnished, with * hole pierced 
. thvoivh the middle, the number of links maklnf; one chun 
being in a manner infinite. Few be the pcnon* that nre 
Mliiiittc<) to wear tliem, and thoie persoiui are stinted in tlie 
nninbrr, hy whirh it sccmi their mnk wan dcnntcil." Next 
came tlie hioh, wearinfr a eoronal like those which were 
bome before him, and a clonk of what the EnRlish took for 
nbUt skins. About 100 "tall nnd warlike men accom[ianlcd 
him, with similar cloaks but of different skins ". Some wore 
ftmtheretl coatx, others bad their heads " eovcrcd witli a vei^ 
fine down, whieli (pt>ws in that country upon on herb mueh 
like our lettuce ". All had their faeei pninted, each after 
hii own ffuhlon. Each brouj-ht Romethinj; for a present. 
"The nnked, conimoii »ort of )ieuple followed," every one 
having lii<i fnetr |>.iitileil, some idth white, some with black, 
and other coloun, " and having feathers in their hair, whieh 
they gathered up in a bunch behind. Women and children 
bmught up the train, each bringing a round iMsket or two 
with bags of tobacco, broiled fi>h, and a root called petak, of 
which meal was made, to be either baked or eaten raw. 
Even the children carried each a i»eaeDt."t 

Drake, seeing so nuroerou* a body of natives, drew up hit 
men within the " fenced place, makiiig against their ^iproacb 
a very warlike diow". The Caliibmiani, "being trooped 

* A marginal note in Hak1uytn]n, ■■ The** ata Uka cbaiM of Eanioajr 
in Canada and Hochdoce," that Ii, Mtinft of watapem. I^angidotfl 
■Bjn, that the Indiana at llii* place stiU main tb* art of makiof the 
piccci of which theae ttiingi ars compoaed with marraUoiM esictneaa, 
an of tbe same liie, and boring than wiiboM on inn inotranMnt. Tbcjr 
Ota cat from tin ohcU of a kind cf moael, which ba did not aae. Oaa 
of them ia repraaentad in Um plate* to Ibe Octmon aditiaa «f Lai^tdorfl^ 
worii (Xam m dU WiU, ^ Mj). 

tBwnajr.MS-SSO' Haklajt.441. 
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together in their order/' first made a general salutation, 
which was followed by a general silence. The club bearer 
then pronounced with a loud and manly voice, after the 
dictation of one who stood close to him, an oration which 
seemed to the English to continue half an hour, and at its 
conclusion the whole train chanted that long ok, which was 
interpreted to signify amen^ so be it ! Men and women then 
descended the hill (leaving tlie children), and advanced in 
order towards the camp ; their demonstrations were so peace- 
ful that Drake allowed them to enter ; tlie club or sceptre 
bearer (as he is dignified by the relater) "began a song, 
observing his measures in a dance^ and that with a stately 
countenance ; the hioh with his guard, and every degree of 
persons following, did in like manner sing and dance, but the 
women only danced and kept silence". When they were 
within the camp^ they continued their song and dance a 
reasonable time. Then, in the words of the earliest account, 
" they made signs to our general to sit down, to whom the 
king and divers others made several orations, or ratlier 
supplications, that he would take their province and kingdom 
into his hand and become their king, making signs that they 
would resign unto him their right and title of the whole land, 
and become his subjects. In which to persuade us the better, 
the king and the rest with one consent, and with great 
reverence, joyfully singing a song, did set the crown upon 
his head, enriched his neck with all their chains, and offered 
unto him many other things, honouring him by the .name of 
hioh, ^ adding thereunto, as it seemed, a sign of triumph ; 
which thing our general thought not meet to reject, because 

* ** These honours/* says Admiral Bumey, ** paid to a stranger, have 
more than a shade of resemblance to the custom which has been fioond 
among so many Indian nations, of exchanging names with those whose 
alliance or friendship they desire. The general, to have manifested an 
equal return of consideration, might have decorated his visitor with 
ornament, and have saluted him by the name of Drake " (p. 350). 
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he knew not what honnur Mid pmfit it might be to our 
country. Wherefore, in the nnmc and to the ute of her 
majesty, he took the sceptre,* crown, anti <li)^ity of the said 
cnuntrj in hi( hands ; wishing that the riehes and treasure 
thereof might h> conveniently be transported to the enrich- 
ing of her kingdom at home, as it aboundeth In the same." f 
The natives accompiuiicd this act of surrender with a song 
and dance of triumph, " because (says another rclnter) they 
were not only visited of gods (for so they still judged us to 
be), but the great and chief god was now become their god, 
their king and patron, and themselves the only happy and 
blessed people in all the world ". X 

That the natives meant to make a surrender of their 
country by tliese ceremonies is what none but men pre- 
possessed with notions which were common to all Europeans 
in that age could have supposed ; but that they regarded 
the English as beings, if not of superior nature, yet of such 
superior knowledge and power, that it was necessary to 
propitiate them by circumstances approaching to idolatry, 
roust be inferred from the scene which inunediately ensued. 
"The common sort of people, leaving the king and his guard 
with our general, scattered themsclvea together with their 
sacrifices among our people, taking a diligent view of every 
~pcrson ; and such as pleased their &ncy (which were the 
jioungest), they, enclosing them about, offered their sacrifices 
onto tbem with lamentable weeping, scratching, and tearing 



^ 



* Tbc invariable castom adopted by Eufopcins, of claiming and taking 
fomul potsetsion of eveiy new land they meet with (whether it i* in- 
habiled 01 uninhabited never entering into the conaidecation), no doubt 
disposed Drake to credit, if il ia true that he did ciedit it, that iheae 
people, simply, and fat Docaase. value lecdved, o> other consideration, 
Made B volunlaiy gift of tbemielves and theif oountiy to him, a perfect 
Mrangd (Burney, 354), 

t Hakluyl. 441. 

I WmU Simm^mmA 76. 
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the flesh from their Ctices with their nails, whereof issued 
abundance of blood. But we used signs to them of disliking 
this, and stayed their hands finom force, and directed them 
upwards to the living God, whom only they ought to wor- 
ship." Such, too, as had sores, craved help of the struigeny 
as of persons who assuredly they thought could heal them. 
Whereupon, the writer says, " we gave them lotions, plasteriy 
and ointments, agreeing to the state of their griefe, beseech- 
ing God to cure their diseases. Every third day they brought 
their sacrifices unto us, until they understood our meaning 
that we had no pleasure in them. Yet they could not be 
long absent from us, but daily frequented our oompuiy to 
the hour of our departure, which departure seemed so grier- 
ous unto them, that their joy was turned into sorrow. They 
entreated us tliat, being absent, we would remember them, 
and by stealth provided a sacrifice, which we misliked."* 

The Oilifomians were in a ruder state than many of the 
North American nations. The people whom Drake saw 
were a burrowing tribe : their houses or dens were circular, 
roofed with timber, the centre forming a kind of spire, t near 
which "an opening that resembled the scuttle of a ship 
served the double purpose of door and chimney". They 
were not so far advanced as to use the hammock ; but slept, 
like our British ancestors, upon rushes, around a central fire. 
Most of the men were nearly naked ; the women wore a 
loose garment round the waist, made of bulrushes, ''combed 
afler the manner of hemp " : over the shoulders they had a 
deer skin. Deer were very numerous : in an excursion 
which Drake made to some of their villages in the interior, 
he saw herds of a thousand in a company, " being most laige 

* Hakluyt, 442. 

t ** Their houses/' says the old relation, ** are digged round about with 
earth, and have from the uttermost brims of the circle clefts of wood set 
upon them, joining close together at the top like a spire steeple, which 
by reason of that closeness are very warm '* (p. 441). 
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•nd fat of body ". " The whole country wm like * wnrren 
of « stnin;;c kind of conies, their bodies in bifp)css ns be 
the Barbary conies, their heads ns the heads of ours, the 
fed of a wunt (or mole), and the tail of a rat, bein^t of f^rcat 
length ; under her chin on either side a bag. into the which 
die gathered her meat, when she hath filled her belly nbnwul." 
TTie skins of lltesc ereaturcs were much eslcemed, "for their 
ktOf-'s co.it was mode of them ". Drake named the countiy 
New Albion, " in rt- xpect of the white backs and clifTit which 
lie towanls the sea," and also for old England'f nake. He 
■et up a monument of the queen's "ri((ht and title to the 
tune, namely, a plate n&ilcd upon a iair great post, where- 
apcn was engraven her majesty's name, the day and ytar of 
aor arrival there, with the free giving up of the province and 
people into her mnjesty's hands, together with her highness's 
picture and nnns in a piece of sixpence of current English 
money under the plate, where under was also written the 
name of our general ". Nova California is stilt named New 
Albioa in English map* ; but no oonaequencea, either ctII or 
good, have resulted from the pow et ion thiu confidentljr 
taken.* That part of the America* has even to thii time 
escaped frma all the evils of conquest, and the attempts that 
have been nude to civilifc it have been in the spirit of that 
religion which was proclaimed with the anDooncement of 
peace on earth, good will toward* men. TIk Jeanita, who 
were as beneficially employed in America m tbqr were 
mischievously in Europe, eatablished miaaiaDfl there, in whkh, 

* " It iMnteth that Ibe SpanianU hitbefto liad never been In this part 
of the coBatfy, ndtho did tbc; via discover tba land by many degrees 
to the •OBtlnrardi of this [4aoe " (HaUart, 44S>- The Bi^di knew 
notliing at that time of Cabrillo's vajrage, oat ladead e( anything that 
ilic Spaniards bad done in that diractlea. ^Thay toowen dreaming of 
EUnadoe, and Iboogtu tbera was "m part of the «anb bars to ba 
taken np wboreia there i* not aama spsrisl Uhallhssd ti geM assitvar" 
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though they attempted, and conseqaently elected, leai lliaa 
in Paraguay and among the Chaquitoi, they reclaimed vcty 
many hordet from a lavage life, and reduced them lo a atalc 
of contented pupilage, in which their bodily wants were 
amply provided for. Upon the abolition of that oidcr thm 
Francincans were lubttituted for them in these parta, and thm 
Califoniian misiuoni appear to have been the only ones that 
were not either utterly ruined or miserably deteriorated by 
the change. 

Aflrr remaining five weeks in poK E>rake took his departore» 
and as long as the ship continued in sight, the natives kept 
fires on the tops of the hills. The design of seeking for a 
passage by the north of America was, with general conse n t, 
given up, <(ecing that the northern summer was so (ar ad- 
vanced » and tlut the wind was then blowing from the north* 
west ; and it was detrrmincil to follow the example of Mag- 
ellan, and steer (or the Moluccas. After taking " good store 
of scaU and binU '* from the Farellones, which are near the 
entrance of Port St Francisco, they sailed sixty<eight days 
without seeing land, and then fell in with some inhabited 
islands, which, fmm the conduct of the natives, they named 
the Iilaiid of Tliievcs, — another remarkable coincidence with 
the circumstances of Magellan's voyage. These people began 
by fair trading : then took the English articles and woukl 
make no rrtum ; and, lastly, when the English refused to 
deal any more with such customers, attacked the ships with 
stones, wherewith they had come well provkled. A great 
gun wsA fired over their heads : it frightened them away ; 
but when they found that they were not hurt, they returned 
more audaciously to the unprovoked attack, and " could not 
be got rid of till they were made to feel smart as well as 
terror". There is little doubt that these were the Pelcw 
Islands. Drake was not clear of them till 5rd of October. 
On the 16th he made the Philippines, and on Srd of No> 

▼caber had sight of the Moluccas^ and stocfBd fer Tldm% 

If 
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where it wu his inteiilion to anclior ; but m boat cnme off 
fram die Islnnd Motir, nnii Portuguese ciiouj;h wan Hpoken 
by thoBe who cnme in it to make him understand that the 
PortugUc«e hnd hceii driven out from Tcmate, and hail taki-n 
up their quarters in I'idore, and to invite him to chalt;^ his 
destination and go to Temnte, when they understood that he 
was nol a friend to the Portuguese. Tliithcf, accordingly, he 
went ; and tending a relvet cloak as a present to the king, 
reqnealcd to be funiislicil witli provisions, and to trade fur 
tpico.* 

The king, who had already been told " what f^ood things 
be might receive by trallic," prc[ured forthwith to visit the 
■hlph He sent before him " four great anil larf(e canoci, in 
ererjr one whereof were certain of his greatest stales that 
were about him, attired in white lawn of cloth of Calicut, 
having over their heads from the one end of the canoe to the 
other a covering of thin perfumed mats, borne up with a 
ftune made of reeds for the umc use, nnder which every one 
dkl sit in his order, according to hU dignity, to keep him 
from the heat of the sun ; diven of whom being of good age 
and gravi^ did make an ancient and fatherly show. There 
were also divert young and comely men attired in white, as 
- were the othera. The rest were soldien, which stood En 
comely oider, round about on both sides ; without whom nt 
the rowen in certain galleries, which being three on a side 
all along the canoes did lie off frmn the side thereof three or 
four yards, one being orderly builded lower than another, in 
every of which galleries were the number of Ibui aco r e rowers. 
These caitoes were furnished with warlike mnnitioii, eveiy 
man, for the moat part, having hi* swotd and target, with hii 
dagger, besidet other weapons, u lancea, callvers, darts, 
hows and arrows ; also every canoe had a anall cast base (or 
cuinoa} mounted at the leut one full yaid apoo a stock set 

• Bamsy, 3J6-358. HaUsyl,nB. 




HAWKINS AND DRAKE i75 

upright Thus coining near iLe ship in order thcj rowed 
about it, one after another, and pusing by, did their homage* 
with great solemnity, the great personages beginning with 
great gravity, and fatherly countenance, signifying that the 
king had i^nt them to conduct the ship into a better road." 
The king soon arrived, and was received with a salute of 
great guns, with trumpets sounding, and such politie displaj 
of state and strength as Drake knew it was advisaUe to ex- 
hibit He and his suite were ''passing well contented with 
the presents which were made them ; and taking his leave, 
as the ship anchored, he promised to repeat his visit the next 
day, and said that provisions should be supplied ".t 

That same night provisions were sent, consisting of rioe, 
fowls, "unperfect and liquid sugar/' sugar canes, "a fruit 
which they call figo," cloves, and "meal, which they call 
sagu, made of the tops of certain trees, tasting in the mouth 
like sour curds, but melting like sugar, whereof they make 
certain cakes, which may be kept the space of ten years, and 
yet then good to be eaten ". But instead of repeating his 
visit, as he had promised, the king sent his brother on the 
morrow to invite the general ashore, and remain on board as 
hostage for his safe return. The breach of promise made 
Drake "mislike" this invitation, and his whole company 
utterly refused to let him accept it Not, however, to ex- 
press any suspicion, that should it prove needless might justly 
give offence, he sent some of his officers with presents in his 
stead. They were received in great state, in a large and fair 
house, near the castle which this prince had taken from the 

* Here, too, Drake's people were possessed with the notion of an in* 
tended surrender of the rights of sovereignty. The first relater taya, 
**the king was moved with great liking toward us, and sent to our 
general with special message, that he should have what things he needed 
and would require, with peace and friendship ; and, moreover, that he 
would yield himself^ and the right of his island, to be at the 
and commandment of so great a prince as we served ** (p. 739). 

t Hakluyt, 739. Bumey, 358. 
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Pnrtaguesc. About 1000 penoni were assembled, among 
whom were nevcn umbnssaclore • from dilTcrcnt countries. 
Tlic king c*me in, after a while, with twelve guant*, »nd 
uniler a rich canopy, embossed with gold. " From his waist 
down to the ground was all cloth of gold, and the same very 
rich 1 his IcgB were bare, but on his feet were shoes of Cor- 
dovan skin. In the attire of his head were 6nc]y wreathed 
hooped rings of gold ; and about his neck he hod a chain of 
perfect gold, the links whereof were great and one fold 
double. On his fingers lie had bik very fair jewels ; and 
sitting in his ehair of estate, at his right hand stood a page 
with a fan in his hand, breathing and gathering the air to 
the king. The fan was in length two feet, and in breadth 
one, set with eight sapphires, richly embroidered, and knit 
to a staff three feet in length, by which the page did hold 
and move it" No treachery had been intended : the intei^ 
view ended well ; and the English were offered an exclusive 
trade with Temate and its numerous de)>endent isles, t if 
they would enter into engagements of amity and commerce 

Sultan Baboe, or more properly Baab-Ullah, by whom this 
proposal was made, was a more politic and powerful prince 
than any of the twenty-four sultana who had preceded him 
in the sovereignty of those islands. His father. Sultan Hairun, 
had been assassinated in his own palace by the Portuguese, 



■ Two Tuilu, liegen, the old relation sayt, and one Ilalian. and 
"four giavc personi, apparelled ail in ted down to the ground, and 
attired on their headi like the Tuiks. and Uieie were laid to be Romina, 
and liegcn there to keep continual traffic with the people of Tonate " 
(;>. 740). Who thcM may hive been it is imponible to gueH. brthet 
than that they were Mahommedan*. 

1 Seventy they are laid to be in Hakluyt They were coninionty 
accounted (eienty^lwo, bat Vilentyn enuntfate* twenty more, beaidM 
isore than a hnndred uninhabited one), of which the bird* and tuitlei 
m in toll, bat not peacefiil, pouoiaion. 
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mutual wrongs and mutual intolerance having eza^Kimted 
them against each other. The history of the Portngoeae in the 
Moluccas, far unlike that of the mother-countiy and its other 
conquests or colonies, may be described as a series of crimes, 
with little to mitigate them, and nothing to redeem the 
perpetrators from abhorrence and execration.* They eat 
the body of Hairun in pieces, salted them, and when Baab- 
UUah offered even to become a Christian if they woald give 
him the dishonoured remains of his murdered fiither, they 
cast them into the sea. The sultan had his revenge, bat it 
was that of a brave and honourable man : he besieged them 
in their fort St Paulo, compelled them, by fiuooine, to sur- 
render, received the keys in a casket of finely wrought silver, 
and made the army hut themselves upon the beach till oppor> 
tunity might offer of a passage to tlieir own country. A 
galleon arrived ; but those on board regarded the capitula- 
tion as so shameful, that they refused to take their country- 
men on board, and there they must have remained, if the 
people of Ttdore had not, in hatred to the Tematans, trans- 
ported them to their island, and allowed them to construct 
a fortress there ; and though Baab-Ullah pursued them 
thither, and defeated them and their allies in battle, they 
maintained themselves there, t These events occurred only 
six years before Drake's arrival, and they explain the readi- 
ness with which the sultan proposed to enter into an alliance 
with the English. Powerful as he then was, he knew that 
he might possibly one day stand in need of European aid ; 
and in the eastern islands the sultans seem always to havel 
been merchant princes. But the English did not yet extend' 
their views of commerce so far, and Drake had not come' 
there "to spy the land," even with mercantile intentions. 

* My knowledge of it is derived from their own historians ; and if 
there is a wickeder history than that of the Portuguese in the If otaocaSt 
it has not come within the course of my reading. 

t Valentyn, Btschryving dtr Moluccas^ L, ao6, S07. 
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Mil fintalf)eet was to diKover the we»kncM of Pent ; hating 
•accceded in tbfet, to go round the world wm not only a 
point ci ambition liitt his best way home. 

AmoBg the perv>n3 who rnnir on board the Coldm Iliad 
daring the mx days that she rcmnincd at Tcmatc wan a 
Chineae, who Infiinned Drake, through an interpreter, that 
be waa related to the famdy of the reigning empemr, but 
bad been onjtutly arcuscd of a eafiital crime, atid wai afraid 
that if it eame to trial, innocent thouf^h he wa.s, ht should 
not be aUe to make h\n innocence appcjir. I-Ic had, there- 
bre, Mdicited and obtained leave to expatriate hinuelf, upon 
eooditloD that if he could bring home any important intelli- 
gence^ be iboold be allowed to live in his native country, 
otberwiae be must pan hi« life in exile. Now, he mid, he 
acGoanted hlmaelf a happy man, in that he had Keen and 
qwken with the Hngliiih, thinking thi* wat a thing for which, 
peihapa, he might lind favour in China ; and he endeavoured 
to persuade Drake to go thither, not doubting bat that it 
would be a means to obtain him advancement and honour. 
But Drake's business waa to secure both the wealth and the 
gloiy which be had acquired, by returning home with a* 
little delay as possible ; and the poor Cbineae departed 
Borrowfully, when he found that bia penuaaiocia did not 
aucceed.* 

Having stored hinuelf with provisions, and laid in ■* large 
a quantity of cloves a* convenient ttowage eould be found 
for, Drake sailed on 9th of November; and on the I4th 
anchored at a small uninhabited island near the eastern part 
of Celebes. There he erected tents, intrenehed them to be 
prepared for unwelcome visiton if any should arrive, set up 
a forge, and repaired the ship carefully. Four weeks were 
passed in this occupation without molcstatioo of any kind. 
They had to {wovide themaelves with water fton an adjacent 

* W»rU E m n wifmui d , n- Bwasy, 39^ 
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island ; in all other respects this was most oommodioiis. It 
was covered " with wood of a lar|^ and high growth, straight, 
and without boughs, save only in the head or top, whose 
leaves are not much dtflTering from our broom in Rnglsnd, 
Amon^t these trees, night by night, through the whole 
land, did show themselves an infinite swarm of fiery worms 
flying in the air, whose bodies being no bigger than oiir 
common English flies make such a show and light, as if erery 
twig and tree had been a burning candle." Such is the ex- 
aggerated description which one of these adventurers has 
given of a very striking and beautiful sight. " In this place 
breedeth also wonderful store of bats, as big as large hens " ; 
and, better than such ugly poultry, " a kind of craj fish, of 
such a size that one was sufficient to satisfy four hungiy 
men ". These, which seem to be exaggerated in sine, were 
land crabs, and " very good and restoring meat ". ** They 
are,*' says another relater, "as far as we could perceive, 
utter strangers to the sea, living always on the land, where 
they work themselves earths ; or rather they dig huge caves 
under the roots of the largest trees, where they lodge by 
companies together. Sometimes, when we come to take 
them, for want of other refuge, they would climb into the 
trees and hide themselves, where we were enforced to follow 
them." * 

From hence they sailed toward the west, and thereby got 
entangled among the islands and shoals near the coast of 
Celebes. With the hope of escaping from these, they held 
a southern course ; but on 9th of January, when they thought 
themselves in a clear sea, early in the first watch, the ship 
running under f\ill sail, with the wind laige, and blowing 
moderately fresh, came at once upon a rocky ihoal, and 
stuck fast. " Boats were got out to examine if an anchor 
could be placed in any direction, by which they might 

* Hakluyt, 740. Burney, 361. 
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kw the ship off into deep water ; but at the 
e of oolj a boat's lenn^th no bottom could be foond 
with all their lines. The ship had not t>en)mc leaky in con- 
■equcnee of the ihock ; but she remained nil night RxkA, and 
another e»aiWnation after daylight was as fruitless as the 
fcnner." There she continued till four in the afternoon. 
Tlie general, "aa he had always hitherto shown hiiniclf coura- 
geooi, and of a good (.■onfidence in the mercy and pmtcrtion 
otGod, » now be continued in the same ; and lest he should 
■ecm to periah wilfully, both he and bis men did their best 
n¥C themselves. Those endcavoun were all 
I it wat to God'i special mercy that they were 
r their preservation, when no human effort 
nuU avaiL tn a slate which wan hopelcM, as well as help- 
lei^ the crew wrrc summoned to praycn ; and when tliat 
dn^ waa perfiiimeil they tried what could be done by li^-hten- 
bag the ifalp. Three tons of cloves were thrown out, elf>ht of 
the guns, and a quantity of meal and pulae ; but none of the 
treasure, though that was the heaviest part of the cargo.* 

* Fuller Hyi olherwiM in a most characietiitic pasMge. The ship, be 
Mjri, stnicli twice on s dangeioui shoal, " knocking twice at the door of 
dolh, which no doubt had opened the third time. Here they stuck, 
having ground too much, and yet too liltle to land on ; and water too 
much, and yel too little to sail in. Had God, who, as the wise man 
saith, holdeth the winds in Hii iiit, but opeited His little Gnger and let 
oat the nnallcsl blast, they had nndonbtedlj been cast away ; but there 
blew not any wind all the while. Then they, conceiving aright that the 
best way to lighten the ship was first to ease it of the boitbeo of their 
sins by trac repentance, humbled tbemsdvc* by Essting aaia the hand 
of God ; alterwsrd they received the communioo, dining on Cluisl in 
the saosment, expecting no cNbec tliaa to sap with Him in heaven. 
Then they cast out of tbcir ship six great pieces of ordnance ; thraw 
overboard as much wealth as would break the heart of a niaer to think 
oot ; with much sugar, and packs of spices, making a caadla of the tea 
roand about. Then they betook tikemselves to their prayen, tlw beat 
kvef at sDch a dead lift indeed, and it pkaaed Ood tbu tha wind, to- 
mtOj itaair nonal Mcmy, becasM thaif Mead" (Ma(r SM*, 1*7). 
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No visible benefit was produced. The ship had gro on dcd o« 
a slielving rock ; where she lay there was on one tide only 
six feet depth at low water, and to float her it required 
thirteen. The wind blowing fresh directly against the other 
side kept her upright during the time she was left by the tide ; 
but when it was nearly at tlie lowest the wind sUckcncd, 
and the i^hip losing this prop fell toward the deep water: her 
keel with the shake was freed from the rocks ; and, not \em 
to the surprise than to the joy of every one aboard, she was 
once more afloat. Thus were tlicy delivered at the very file 
when the tide was least favourable, and when all efRsrU were 
thought useless."* 

"Having suHered many dangers by winds and shoals," 
they fell in, on the 8th of February, witli " tlie fruitful island 
of IWatcva," of whieh they My that, "to confess a truth, 
since the time that wc first set out of our country of KngUnd, 
we hAp)H*ncil u|Mm no place, Teniate only excepted, wherein 
we fouml more comforU, and lx*tter meaiu of refreshing". 
The peojile they found i'^imely, just in dealing, and courtcout 
to strangers. Fmm thence they set their course for Java ; 
whieh island, acct>rding to them, " was governed by 6m 
rajahs, living at that time in such unity, as if they had 
one spirit and one maul ". The (H-ople, by tlieir account, 
dwelt together o-i hannoniously an the.r chiefs. "They have 
a house in every village for their common assembly ; every 
day they meet twice, uien, women, and children, bringing 
with them such victuals as they think good ; lome fruits, 

* Burncy, 363. Thii cYcctlcnt teaman rollovri the attlhor of thm 
IV'oft'./ iiHiom^atttd in thi% detail, wherein I have (uKowcd htm nit 
slwayi with tuch a ^uidc. The account in Hakluyt (p. 741) ss7«. tkat 
they h|;hlened the fthip , " and then the wind vs« it were in a aKMadit 
by the tpecial i;race of (lod) changing from the Ms/board to the UfboaH 
of the »htp. we ho«»tcd our »aitt, and (he happy (aJc d/ovc oar ahif off 
the rock* into tiic sea ai;ain, to the no little comfort of ail our 
lor which wc i^ave God titch praiac and thanks as to fraai a 
rcquarvd **. 
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MNne liee boUcil, * some hcni; roastcil, lome rhru ; havinfi a 
taUe nude three feet rrom the fcnmnil, wliereon they set 
tbdr meat, tlinl every pcr«in sitting at the table mny ent, 
ooe KJoiciiif; in tlic «>inpniiy of Another," It is a mournful 
tcflcctioa that in propnrtlnn jis we become Acquninted with 
the resl condition and chnrneter of disUnt nations, the more 
there te to niblract from tlie first favourable opinion that ia 
fanned of them. 

Here Drake wiu informed that not far off tliert were 
' ihipa ai large m hl> own, and he was warned to beware of 
them; though he inust prrviouily have known hii tUn^cr 
aa be drew near tlie I'ortu);uesc settlements, thii warning 
b aald to have made him hasten his departure from Java. 
Fran thence he steered for the Cape of Good Ho]>e, wliieh 
hk men thoufcht "a most stately thing, and the fairest cape 
tbej had aeen in the whole circumference of the earth ". 
They landed on the west side in search of water, and tindinf; 
no spring; must have been distressed if tliey had not provi- 
dently collected rain water in good time. They nipplied 
themselves at Sierra Leone, and concluded their pnaperoui 
voyage at Plymoutli after two yean and nearly ten months ; 
arriving on Monday by their own reckoning, they feund that 
it was Sunday in England. Drake immediately repaired to 
court, and was graciously receiTed there, though the treaaure 

* They boil thcit Ticc in an earthen pot, made in Conn oTam^kMf; 
bdng full of holes, as oar pou which we water our fardeos withal ; and 
it is open at the great end, nrherein iliey pnt their rke dr^, without any 
noidaic. In (he nwantime ibey ban ready another great earthen pot, set 
btt in a furnace, boiling, full of water, Mtwieinto they pot their pot with 
■ice, by sncb nwawire that the grsina, swellinf , becooie soft at the fint, ' 
and by their swcding, Mopping tl>c bolce of the pot, admit no mon water 
lo enter ; bat the more they are boiled the batdw and mora firm sab- 
■lance they become, n that ia tba and they ue a firm and good Ueadi 
of the which with oil, batter, togu, aad^ollMr ipkaa, Itaey awke diws 
sons of meats, very plwsaw of ta s ta , i 
(HaUayt.T4i)- 
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' ll which he brought home was placed in sequestration, in 

it should be found necessary to answer such demands as would 
be iniuie for it. Her own right of navigating the CMrean in 
all parts Elizabeth firmly asserted to the Spanish ambassador, 
and as finnly denied any right which tlie Spaniard laid claim 
1 1 to in the Indies by virtue of the pope's grant. And though 

1 she yielded so far as to pay a considerable sum of money to 

j an ostensible procurator of certain merchants who claimed 

j it, enough seems to have been retained to make it a profitable 

adventure for the captors. Drake was rewarded with such 
honours as he had well deserved. The queen gsve orders 
that his ship should be drawn up in a little creek near 
Deptford, and there preserved as a monument of the most 
I'j memorable voyage that the English had ever yet performed. 

'{< " Having, as it were, thus consecrated it, she honoured it and 

him by going on board to partake of a banquet there ; and 
on that occasion * Drake knelt to her, and rose up Sir 
i| j Francis. Tlie good fortune which had attended the GMtem 

^ I Hind on her voyage round the world did not fbrnke that 



* On this occasion also the Westminster scholars set ap the fi>llowiiif 
verses upon the mainmast : — 

** Plus ultra, Herculeii inscribas, Drace, oolmnnis* 
£t magno, dicas, Hercule major ero '*. 

On Hercules* pillars, Drake, thou may*st pint ultra write fell well. 
And say, I will in greatness that great Hercules excel. 



'* Drace, pcrerrati novit quem terminus orbit, 
i * Quemque semel mundi vidit uterque polus, 

« s 

j j Si taccant homines, facient te sidera notum, 

Sol nescit comitis non memor esse sui.** 



Sir Drake, whom well the world*8 end knows, which thou didst 

round, 
And whom both poles of heaven once saw which north and sovth do 
! '\ bound, 

; I -] The stars above will make thee known if men here silent were ; 

The tun himself cannot ibrget hit fellow-traveller. 
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thip when laid ap in this its lost luirbour. The bridge of 
pUnks by which the queen and her retinue went on bonnl 
bmke under the crowd of people who stationed themselves 
upon it ; about 1 00 persons fell, aiid yet no one sutTered any 
•erioui injury. * Tlie ship remained at Deptfonl till it de- 
cayed ; it vras then broken up ; and from one of ita plnnks 4 
chair KM made, ami preseiittil to the University of Oxford. 

It was, probably, about this time that Sir Francis uutnncd 
the arms of the Drtikes of Aah, near Aiminstcr, which, as 
he was not able to make out his descent from that family, 
Mas, " in those days, when the court of honour was in more 
honour, • matter not no easily dipcsled ", Bernard Drake, 
the representative of that family, was a sca-rovcr tike him- 
Kclf: and instead of feelin;; that the tree of hi* pcdifcree 
would be rendered more illustrious by having; the name of 
Sir Fmncis Drake pendent from it than by any fruit that it 
had ever before bome, rcwntcd the awumptinn angrily ; high 
word* ensued, and he gave Sir Francis a blow witjiin the 
verge of the court : wwse consequence* might have followed 
hod this outraf;e been offered Id any other pUce i and the 
queen, it is said. Dot leaving the Um to take et^isance of 
the offender, terminated the dispute by bestowing upon Sir 
Francis "a new coat of ererlasting honour to himself and 
posterity forever". "The field," nysGwillim.t "Udianiaad, 
a fcsa wavy between the two pole stars, Arctic and Antarctic^ 
pearl. Such was the worth of this moat generoos and re- 
nowned knight, as that his merits do require that bis coat- 
armour should be expressed in that Miected manner of 
blasoDing that is fitting to noble peraonagei, in r es pect of his 
noble courage and high attempts achieved." The crest given 
him was a ship oo a globe, under ruff, beld by a cable with a 
hand out of the clouds, and a wivem goles^ hi* wings dl*- 
pbjed, and tail nowed (being the Drake mat), botig by the 

* C — i in . «5|. S34. t P> >(••<• 1679. 
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heels in the rif;ginf;»~nuirktnf; thereby the qnecn't dwpl c ai iirc 
towanls the benrer of thjit coat He, however, aevordinf; to 
the tnulitifm in his fiimily, told the queen, with no nnbceuoH 
ing spirit, that though she might give his c o mpetitor a nobler 
coat of amis than his, she could not give him an aneienter. * 
Elisabeth's displeasure was Imt for a time; and iparing •• 
she was in the distribution of honours, it was not long befocv 
she re wanted the services of this gentleman, as thcj well 
deserved, with knighthood. 

Whether this expedition were justifiable or not upon Ummc 
principles by which all Chrihtian states ought Co bold them- 
selves bouml, Drake's conduct in it, as a navigator and a 
comm'tnclcr, is entitled to the highest |iraise. It has been 
said of him th.it he was a willing hearer of every man's 
opinion, but commonly a follower of his own, and this is tJie 
highest pr-tisc that can Ik* l>estowctl upon a man so competent 
to fonii an opinion for himself. The next great enterprise 
in which he was engaged was planned afler Elisabeth had 
openly cntcrt*d into an nlliAncc with the United States. Philip 
had then laid an cnilMrgo u|)on all English shi|M, goods, and sub* 
jects in liis dominions ; and the queen authorised such as su»» 
taincd loss by thi& measure to indemnify themselves by taking 
and firrt'sting all ships and merchandise belonging tothe sulijecta 
of S|min wherever they could find them.f Not waiting for the 
war at her own doon, she fitted out an expedition, consisting of 
twenty-five sail of shi|>s and pinnaces. Drake was appointed 
admiral, Martin Fn>l)tshcr vice-admiral, Christopher Carieill, 
"a man of long experience in the wan as well by sea as 
land," general of the land forces, Tlie soldiers and seamen 
amounted to <.iiK). They viled fmm Ilymouth on the litJi 
of Septeml»er, 15H5, fur the coast of Spain; and after a few 
days, " for lack of favourable wind," put in within the isles 
of Rayona. No sooner had part of the fieet anchored than 
Drake ordered the pinnaces and boats to be nsanncd, got into 

• Priaca. t Moaaoa, ia Cliwcfcill. 'A. tf^. 
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hi* galley, and rowed towaid the town of Bayona, then a con- 
•iderable p1*ce, his intent being, says tl)« hbtoriui of the 
voyage, " with the favour of the Almighty, to surprise it ", 
They were presently met by ■ messenger from the governor ; 
the communication ended in Drake'i despatching Cn)it»in 
Sampson, one of the two corporals of the field, to demand 
of the governor, "first, if there were war between S}ia in and 
England ; and, sceoniliy, why the English merchants and 
their goods were embargoed ? " Tlie governor replied, that 
he knew of no war between the two nations, and it lay not 
in him to make any: the embargo bad been the king'* 
pleasure, but not with intent to injure any man ; and, in fact, 
it iMd been taken off by the king's counter order a week ago, 
to certify which he sent the English merelinnbt then resident 
there. Dut it was with no pacific intention that this aniui- 
ment had been set forth. Tlie troops landed, and quartering 
tfiemselves as well as tliey could, and setting goo<i griard 
upon evcfy ajipmnclij thotiglit to rest themselves there for 
the night. Wine, IVuit, and other refreshmcQta were sent 
from the town to their unbidden and unwelcome visitanta, 
a> if they bad been fiiends. But about midnight the weather 
began to orercut : it waa deemed wiaer to repair aboard than 
make any longer tarnance, and before they could recover the 
fleet a ttorm aroae: many of the ihipe drove from their 
atKhoragc, some were forced out to aea in great peril, and 
one was driven to EngUnd. " The eztremi^ of the rtonn 
lasted three days." * 

When the fleet bad r»-«»emUcd, CarieOl wu acnt with 
part of it "to tec what he could do above Vigo". He inter- 
cepted many boats and caravels, in which the Inhabitants 
were removing their property up into the couotr/, except 
one boat, tn which were the |^te and ornaments of the high 
eborch. The boo^ was of little valne t» the captor^ yet 
the low of the people was computed at man than 90,000 

•Caus,iaHaUqFt,IUSSS. 
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ducatSy the ducmt being 5s. 6d, The next day Drake jou 
Carleill in a station above the town, chosen " as well for the 
more quiet riding of his ship as also for the good comnioditj 
of watering, which the place afTorded full well ". Meantime 
the Governor of Galicia, having collected some 2000 foot and 
300 hone, hastened to this point, and demanded a parley 
with the English commander. Drake consented, "so it 
might be in boats upon the water ". Hostages were given od 
both sides ; and an agreement was concluded that the English 
"should furnish themselves with fresh water, to be taken 
quietly by their own people, and with all other such neces- 
saries as the place would afford, paying for the same ". This 
done, the fleet sailed for the Canaries. * 

The parties had regarded each other here with respect ; 
and humiliating as it was for the governor of such a province 
to have consented to such an agreement, his presence pre- 
vented greater evil, the disposition of the English being to 
bum and destroy, or to extort a ransom as the price of their 
forbearance. Great and not unreasonable alarm was excited 
by their appearance. Tlieir force was estimated at 5000 
troops, with 30 ships, besides many pinnaces and oared 
shallops: it was feared that they were designed for tlie 
South Sea ; and the mischief which they might effect upon 
the way was forecast by tlie Marquis of Santa Crux. In 
eighteen days from Bayona, at this season, Drake might sack 
Madeira, the Canaries, and the Cape de Verds; forty days 
more might carry him to Rio Janeiro : he might take pos- 
session of the mouth of that fine harbour, which commands 
the entrance, fortify it, and maintain it by leaving a garrison 
of 500 men there : he might then pass the strait, enter the 
South Sea, and attack Lima. The population of that city 
consisted of 2000 families, but they were neither a warlike 
people, nor had they been trained to arms ; and as the plsoe 

* Gates, in Hskkiyt, iii^ 556. 



.•MlfW 



M8 ENGLISH SEAMEN 

wai open, >nil hail no artillery for its dcfrticc, the Enjiliah 
misht takp iind faek it, nml proceed to mnke llietn-'i-lve* 
mutm of thr Innd ; in furtlicmiicc of which viewi it was 
tCTj prolxible that they would j^t ]HMscs?iiun of I'luuuna. If 
thU were not Drake's ilesifrn, it miftht be to suck St. Domingo, 
Puerto Rico, and the coaat of Tierm-Flrma tn Carthagcna and 
N'ombre de Dios, and by way of Veiits de Crui attack Panama 
Irnm that side. The tiavannah, also, waa Id great danger, 
the fortress beinf^ but small and weak. 1'he marquis advised, 
therefore, that despatches should be tent off with all possible 
dilif^nec to the viceroys and govemani in the Indies ; that 
a fleet ihould be onlcrcd out to sail in pursuit of the Knglish, 
and give them battle; tliat 1000 Calalunian and Gciiueie 
Bwlors alwuld be distributed in this fleet, and 6000 soldiers 
levied for it, a greater number being raised, to the end that 
those who were chosen might be able men.* 

Drake, meantime, was on his way to th« Canaries, and 
made fin.t for the Isle of Pnlma, "with intention," says 
Catcs, "to have taken our pleasure of that place, for the 
full digesting of many things into ortlcr, and the better 
furnishing our store with such several good things, ax it 
aSbrdetb very abunilantly ". But he complains "we were 
forced by the vile lea-gate, which at that present fell out, 
and by the naughtiness of the landing-place, being but one, 
and that under the favour of many platforms, well fumislicd 
with great ordnance, to depart with the receipt of many of 
their cannon shot ; but the only or chief mischief was the 
dangerous sea surge, which at shore all along plainly threatened 
the overthrow of any boats as should have attempted land- 
ing". They then tried the Island of Hiem, and landed 
about 1000 men: the inhabitanta came to them; and, by 
means of a young Englishman who resided there, represented 
" their state to be so poor, that they were all ready to starve ". 

■Kaklort, 110.534-'' 
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Thift poverty was their defence ; and the eipeditfaN^ thai « 
•econd time diiappointed, proceeded for the Gape de Vcnk.* 
Arrived at the principal of thoie iilandt» thcj aaefaarad 
between the towns of PU/a and Santiago. Carletll wna 
landed there with 1000 men, marched toward the latter 
place, being the capital, during the night, halted at wamm 
two miles' distance till break of daj, and then advanciag 
" hard to the walls " saw no enemy to resist him, the inhabit^ 
ants having, at sight of the fleet, fled into the interior. T«o 
companies of thirty men each were then sent to enter the 
town, the whole of which, being in a valley, was eoaplctclj 
seen from the high ground on which the tiwypt had arrived ; 
the great ensign was also sent, " which had nothing on it bat 
the plain English crms, to be placed toward the sea, that o«r 
fleet might see St. George's cross flourish on the enemy's 
fortress. Order was given that all the ordnance throughoat 
the town, and upon all the platforms, which were aboat 
fifty pieces, all ready charged, should be shot off in honoor 
of the queen's majesty's coronation day, being the I7tll 
Noveml)er, after the yearly custom of England, whieb waa 
so answered again by all the ships in the fleet, beiQg Mnr 
come near, as it was strange to hear such a thundering noita 
last so long together." The town was in form like a triaaglc, 
having cliflTs, " as it were, hanging over it," on the emt and 
west ; both heights were fortified, though no attempt had 
been made to defend the works. On the south was the tea ; 
and at the north end the valley, in which the town ia b«alt, 
becomes no narrow, that it was estimated not to be above tea 
or twelve score over. A stream came down the valley, and 
formetl a pond near the sea-%ide, at which the ships wen 
watered with great ease. Above the town the valley ei- 
pamle<l, and was wholly converted into gardens and ocdiarda. 
CarleiU remained on the heights till the deserted town 
quartered out for the lodging of the whole army ; that 

* Hakluyt, sjA. 
19 
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he took possession, and set such sutficient gturd in every part 
that there w» no c«use for any prcfient fear.* 

Here tbe English continued a fortnight, finding nu treasure 
nor Mijr booty of greater value than provisloDfi, and "traih 
for tbe Indian trade ". None of the inhabitanta came near 
them, till one day a Portuguese approached with a flag of 
tnee s and being received by Captains Sainp«on nnd Goring, 
fint adced what countrymen they were, and then put the 
pithj question, whether there was war between England and 
Spftin? Their answer was, that they knew not ; but that if 
be would go to the general he could bent resolve him of that 
peitlctilar. This he refused, as having no such commission 
fiwB tbe governor. TTiey then told him that if the govrmor 
detired to take a course for the good of the place and the 
people, " his best way was to present himself uuto our noble 
and merciful general. Sir Francis Drake, whereby he might 
be a»ured to lind favour both for himself and the inhabitants ; 
otherwise^ within three dajs, we Eihould march over the land, 
and consume with fire all inhabited placca, and put to the 
tword all such living souli as we should chance upon ". Some 
cMUe of eompUint the English had against the people of this 
itlaod, for having bn^en their promise to " old Master William 
Hawkins of Plymouth," a few years befiwe, and murdered 
many of his men ; and to this they imputed the fear which 
preTcated the authorities from opening any negotiation, and 
tbe inhabitants from holding any coamiuntcation with them. 
A week after their airiral, Drake marched with 600 men to 
a Tillage called St. Domingo, twelve miles inland, where he 
had heard that the governor, the btshtq]^ and all the chief 
inhabitants, bad retired : it was deserted bebre they arrived ; 
but when, after waiting awhile, not only to rest themselves, 
bat to see whether any would come to ecofier with them, 
tbey mMcbed bad^ tbe itlanden showed themselves with 

•HsUqft.517. 
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some force both of hone and foot, jet not in such strength 
•8 to venture or abide an attack ; '' so in passing some time 
at gase with them, it waxed late before the men reached 
Santiago". The invaders had expected that either the 
governor or the bishop, whose authority thej believed to be 
great, or the people either of town or country, would entreat 
them to leave some part of their needful provision, ^ or mt 
least to spare the city at their departure"; that is, they 
expected that a ransom would be offered, and they took 
" great discontentment and scorn " at a conduct which disap- 
pointed their hopes. The wisest course that the islanders 
could take with such enemies was thus to disappoint them, 
it being better to suffer any immediate havoc that might be 
made than, by purchasing a respite, to attempt a repetition 
of such visits. But they provoked tlie invaders by murdering 
a boy, whom they caught straggling, and by mutilating his 
body '' in a most brutish and beastly manner ". In revenge 
for this the invaders burnt every house in the town, and 
every house which they saw in their incursions, except the 
hospital : that they left uninjured ; and there and in other 
places affixed a paper, declaring the reason why they had 
exercised this vengeance. Having thus inflicted upon the 
islanders all the evil they could, they re-embarked leisurely, 
but cautiously, and set sail, not having suffered the slight^ 
loss.* 

Unpunished, however, they did not depart; for though, 
till then, not a man had been lost by sickness, there now 
began among them such mortality, that in the course of a few 
days between 200 and 300 died. ''The sickness," says 
Gates, "showed not his infection till we were departed 
thence, and then seised our people witli extreme hot burning 
and continual agues, whereof very few escaped with lifl^ and 
those for the most part not without great alteration and 
decay of their wits and strength for a long time after." Upon 

• Hakluyt, 537, 538. 
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Kmic of the dead marks appeuccl which were taken for 
plague (pots. Tlic fint land which they made after a passage 
of eighteen days was Dominica ; not thinking it ufe to make 
any tarriance there, because of the character of the Caribs, 
though they exchanged beads and such trifles which they 
had brought from Santiago for "great rtore of tobacco and 
cssKsvi bread," they proceeded to St. Christopher, which at 
that time was uninhabited, and there spent Kune days of 
Christmas, to refresh the sick, and to cleanse and air the 
sliips. There a counsel was held; and it was determined 
that they should make for the great Island of Hispaninla, 
"as well for that they knew themselves then to be in their 
best strength, as also the rather allured thereunto by the 
glorious fame of the city of St. Domingo, being the ancienteit 
and chief inhabited place in all the tract of countiy thcr^ 

The city of SL Domingo is the oldest, and was once the 
UHMt considerable Spuiish d^ in the New World. Butolome 
ColumbuB founded it m early a* the year 1496, and called it 
Nueva Isabella, removing to it the inhabitant! of the earlier 
•ettlement named after the Queen of CaatiUe. Me placed It 
flo the eaatem side of the river Oiama, where a copioiH fountain 
■applied it with good water, that of the river being salt or 
brackish for icHne leagues up. The first inhabitation* were 
hastily constructed with wood and reeds, aitd were nearly de- 
stroyed in 130S by a hurricane. Shortly afterwards Ovando 
removed it to the oppooite side of the Osama- In the first 
yean of the conquest a dty was moved almost as easily a* 
a camp; and such removals were Mtnettroea made with no 
worthier motive than the desire of a new goveraor to gain 
reputation at the expense of his predecesMrs. By this motive 
Ovando is thought to have been Inftnenced* when he abao- 

*0*icdcsl>b.iii.,cio,t3i. Yst.Inan«aill«pait of hkmeit vala- 

■Ue work (Sb. iL, c 13, Cig), Oviedo njn that tba fa 
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dooed A well-chosen and oonroodioiu lite for ooe whkh wm 
exposed to morning fogs, and where fresh water was wanting. 
That want he meant to supply by bringing an aqucdvet Iroas 
the river Haina ; and the foundations of the city were laid 
by him in a manner and upon a scale worthy of the Spaniaida 
in their best days. In the next generation it was said, that, 
space for space, no city in the mother country was better bailt, 
Barcelona alone excepted ; that the emperor Charles V. 
often lodged in Spain in worse houses than were to be 
in this capital; that the palace of the viceroy, Diego 
Columbus, far excccdnl that of any subject in Spain; and 
that the streets having been built, according to a regnlar plan, 
upon convenient ground, and laid out by cord and cnmpasa^ 
excelled those of any other place that its earliest historian 
Oviedo had ever seen.* The first cross which Columbws 
in evil hour for the Indians — planted un the island was pr^- 
sen'cd in the cathedral, enclosed in a silver ease, richly inlaid, 
and bccured in a tabcniacle with three locks, the keys of 
which were kept by three of the dignitaries of the churrh. 
To that cathedral, alw, the remains of Columbus, puivuant 
to hi^ will, wrrr traiisUted from Seville, and there tbey 
rested on the right of the high altar till, upon the 
ces&ion to France of the Spanish part of Hispaniola, the 
coffin wherein they were deposited was removed to the Ho* 
vaunah by the direction of his representative the Duqoe de 
Vcra^iA, who, on that occasion, manifested a feeling in which 
the miserable Charles IV. mnd his pmAigate ministcfi 
wanting.f 



unwillinK to ditturb the cacica Catalins and the Indiana whe< 

on that Aide of the riwr. " The city was called St. Domngo,** hm mjK 

** not only bcCAUic the adelantado came lo iMind it on a Sanday {i 

fv), which Sunday alto was St. Dominfo't day, Nft« 

hit Cathei'i name was Domcnico j in tm wttm0nm ti fk 

D0mtng9 m aU cimdrnd." 

• H%ti0nm, S^tm^l «t Gimtfl^ t 31. Sowoana (ia RMMiii^ iL, ^ 
t WahoQ's S^mmtk C^imugg, i.. 144. 
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Prorecdlnft with the deterniinntion of att&cking this city, 
and not kiMwing bow greatly it wu falltn from its high 
eitate, Drake came up with a small frigate, on the way, 
bound for the same port; and having "duly examined the 
crew, lc«mt from them tliat it wa« a barred harbour, com- 
manded by a strong cnstle ; but that, about two miles to the 
westward of it, then^ was a convenient landing-plftce," to 
which one of the men offered to pilot him. The trooiu, 
accordingly, embarked in pinnAces and bouts, — Drake going 
in his nameuke, the barque Fmneit, as admiral : thus they 
lay all night at sea, bearing small sail ; and on the morrow, 
being New Year's D«y, safely • disembarked about daybreak. 
Having seen them landed, Drake returned to the fleet, 
"bequeathing them to God and the );ood conduct of Muter 
Carleill". About noon they approached the city, from 
whence some 150 brave hone began to present themselvea. 
But the invaders played upon them with tinall shot, and 
supported that lire " with good proportion of pikes in all 
parts" ; and the Spaniards, having; viewed the very superior 
force which threatened them all round, found it necessary to 
let them proceed toward the two sea-ward gates : both gates 
were manned, and ordnance planted there, and some troop« 
of small shot in ambuscade by the wayside. Carleill divided 
his force, consisting of some 1 300 men, into two bodies, giving 
Captain Powell the command of one: they were to enter 
both gates at the same time ; and he swore to Powell, " that, 
with God's good favour, he would not rest till they met In 
the mariiet-place ".t 

The artilleiy was discharged with some effect, though not 
iBuch : the Ant man that fell was very near Carleill, who 
" began forthwith to advance both his voice of encourage* 

'■■Aiihai tine," sayi Caies, " nor yet i* lin(r«n la us any latiding- 
plM« whera the sea •oig* doa not tbmlcn lo ovanct a pinnaca flt 
»W " (P- 3»»- 
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ment and pace of marching,'* hastening all he oonld to 
prevent the Spaniards from reloading their guns; and, 
notwithstanding tlie ambuscade, his men ''marched, or rather 
ran, so roundly into them, that pell-mell they entered the 
gates, and gave them more care eveiy man to save Mma^lf 
by flight than reason to stand any longer to their broken 
defence ". Forthwith the victorious adventurers made their 
way to the Plasa Mayor, or market-place ; ''a place of very 
fair, spacious, square ground : " there Powell, with the other 
detachment, met them. They strengthened it and its avenues 
with barricadoes, and secured themselves there as the most 
convenient position, thinking the city "fiur too spacious for 
so small and weary a troop to undertake to guard. The 
castle was abandoned that night ; some of the garrisoo being 
made prisoners, and others fleeing, by the help of boat% to 
the other side of the haven, and so into the country. Next 
day, the English quartered a little more at large, but not 
into the half part of the town ; and so, making substantial 
trenches, and planting all the ordnance that each part was 
correspondent to other," they held the town a month. * 

It was a great marvel and no less disappointment both to 
the adventurers and the sleeping partners of the coDctra, 
that such a fiunous and goodly built city, so well inhabited 
of gallant people, should afford no greater riches than was 
found there; for at that time it was not understood, in 
England, that, as the conquests on the main became of more 
importance, Hispaniola had declined; and that its native 
population had been consumed, and, consequently, that its 
mines had ceased to be productive. The colonists had opened 
a surer source of prosperity in the cultivation of their fer* 
tile soil ; but gold and silver money had dlMppeared (as 
at this time in Brazil), the only currency which was found 
was in copper, and that in great quantity. ''We found 

* Hakluyt, 540. 
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ber^" tmft Cakes, "great store of strong wine, fweel oil, 
viaegw, olivea, and other luch like provisions, excellent 
what meil, {lacked up in wine pipes and other casks, and 
other eonmodlties, u woollen and linen cloth, and some 
aOkt; all which were brought out of Spain, and served tu 
Cv great relief (Good store of brave apparel oar soldien 
■Iki fcimd tor their relief) There was but little plate, or 
TCMcl of idver, in comparison of the great pride in other 
thingt of thi> town ; because, in these hot countries, they 
nae mnch »f those earthen dishes, Rnely painted or varnished, 
whieb th(7 caO porcellana, which is had out of the East 
India; and tar their drinkin;; they use glasses altogether, 
whereof tbej make excellent, good and fair, in the same 
place. But jet some plate we found, and many other good 
thit^i^ at their household garniture, very gallant and rich, 
nUch had coat them dear, although unto us they were of 
■nail importance." * 

The Spaniards here were more ready to treat t for the 
ransom of their city than the Portuguew bad been in the 
Cape de Verda. Hicre was, in the gallery of the goremor't 
palace, " painted, in a very Urge scutcheon, the arms of the 
King of Spain ; and in the lower part of the scutcheon a 
terrestrial globe, whereon a horse was teprewnted as in the 
act of leaping from It, with a MniU proceeding from his 
mouth, and displaying these words, Nc» tiffiieit oriu, — ^The 
wortd tufficeth not". The invaden, who looked upon this 
" at a very notable nu^ artd token of the mtatiidde an- 

•Hak]n7t,S4l. 

tFiria 7 SODM ucrtbca this lo Iba pmillanhnirf of CLrittaval it 
Ovalle, ptoldcal of the aodicnca tber«. He had baea advitad ot tha 
danfcc [aecocdim to this Mwofian) to timt tahavspOTUadbcdafancs; 
bM dtsbeUcTing or diK«gardint the iofaaialiea, ha w*a half dead with 
fcarwbaibettwtb«En|llshtotb«liLaiMl,aiid*etasll7diad whan MU 
that ihar wwa Btaking saafcfa far Un (Saf^ ^M^Mfs, t. B.. pu L, c. 
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bitkm of the Spantth king and natkm," could not refimin 
finom pointing it out to the Spaniards who came to negotiate 
with them, nor from tarcasticallj inquiring what was intended 
bj such a device ; at which they ** would shake their head% 
and turn aside their countenance in some smiling sort, with- 
out answering anything, as greatly ashamed thereofl For by 
some of our company/' says Gates, ** it was told them, that 
if the Queen of England would resolutely prosecute the war 
against the King of Spain, he should be forced to lay aside 
that proud and unreasonable reaching rein of his, for he 
should find more than enough to do to keep that which he 
had already, as by the present example of their lost town 
they might, for a beginning, perceive well enough." ^ 

This was in no commendable spirit of braveiy ; and the 
enmity with which the Spaniards and English then regarded 
each other needed nothing to exasperate it Drake had 
sent out a negro boy, with a white flag : there could be no 
mistake concerning it, for the same flag was used, in like 
manner, by the Spaniards themselves; but some of their 
officers fell in with the bearer and ran him through the body 
with a horseman's spear. The poor boy returned to the 
general, wounded as he was, told his stoiy, and died in hia 
presence. Upon this Drake, ''being greatly passioned/* 
ordered the provost marslial to take two friars, who were 
among his prisoners, under a guard, to the place where the 
boy had been hurt, and there hang them both. Another 
Spaniard he set at liberty to declare to the authorities where- 
fore this execution was done ; and to tell them, forther, that 
until the party who had thus murdered his messenger were 
delivered into his hands for condign punishment, there 
should no day pass wherein there should not two priaonera 
be hanged, until all who were in his hands were consumed. 
This terrible message, and the dreadful proof which had been 

* HaUajt, 54a 
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glrcn of Dnke'i detennination to carry his wordi into cSeet, 
made tltaa Mnd tlie offender, on the followiofc day, to b« 
delircted Into his hunds ; " but it wu thought a more honour 
able rerenge to make them there, in hit sight, perform the 
cxecntkn tbcmseU^s ; " and this was done.* 

Hie tntty concerning the mnsom proceeded ilowly, and 

"iqMia diMg ti," the invaden stilt spent the esrlj 

monilngi in firing the houses without their intrenchment ; 
«nd th^ fimnd it " no small travail to ruin them ; being very 
magnifioently built of stone, with high lofts ". For rnnaj 
MceeMiTe day*, 800 sailora, from dajrhreak tilt nine o'clock, 
wbcD the beat began, did nothing but labour to fire these 
bowel ; the same number of troops being dnswn out to pro- 
tect than during this work of devastation. " Vet," sayt 
Cato^ "did we not, and could not, consume so much as one 
third put of the town ; and so in the end, — what wearied 
with firing, and what hastened by some other respects, — we 
were contented to accept of 85,000 ducats, of 5i. 6(f. each, 
for the ranaom of the re*t." t 

The expedition then (tood over to the main, and kept 
along the coast UU thejr came in tight of Catthagena. That 
ci^, which was then the principal fbrtrcM in all that countij, 
and contained about 450 flamitie*, was built npra a aandy 
penioMila, formed bj the lea on one aide, and on the other 
by a great lake, which communicate* with the harbour. The 
month of the harbour laj loaic three milea westward of the 
town, and the fieet entered, about three in the afternoon, 
without any resistance, or meeting with any impediment In 
the evening, CarlciU landed, towaid the harbour mouth ; the 
plan being that the land fofces abodd advance about mid- 
night, " as easily at foot might &I1," along the seo-wash of 
the tbore, while the fleet drew the attattfcm of the Spaniards 
bjr « bbe attack npon a Uttle fart at the catranee of the 

• Haktejrt, s^ ^ tOid. 
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timer haven. When the troops were within two miles of the 
town, some hundred horsemen fell in with them ; but the 
ground being bushy, even to the water-side, wu ui&voiumble 
for these enemies, and upon the first volley they tamed about, 
and hastened back to give the alarm. At the same time the 
English heard a firing in the harbour, where, if anything 
more than a feint was intended, nothing was done : the place 
was strong, and a chain drawn across the narrow entrance ; 
but little or no harm was received. The troops, meantime^ 
advanced till they came to the neck of the peninsula, about 
half a mile from the town. The strait was about fiffy paces 
over; ''fortified clean across with a stone wall, well and 
orderly built, with flanking in every part, and a ditch **• 
There was only so much space left as might serve fer ofdin- 
ary passage ; but this opening was now fortified with a good 
barricado of barrels '' filled with earth, full and thick, aa they 
might stand on end one by another ; some part of them 
standing even in the main sea. This place of strength was 
furnished with six great pieces, demi-culverins and rakers^ 
which shot directly in front upon the assailants ; and without 
the wall, on the inner side of the strait, they had brought 
two great galleys, with their prows to the shore, and eleren 
pieces of ordnance, thus flanking the approach. On board 
these the English estimated that there were fifom 800 to 400 
harquebussiers, and, to defend the barricado, 800 shot and 
pikes." ♦ 

The Spaniards, being thus ready to receive their sturdy 
visitors, spared not their shot ; but they expended most of it 
in vain ; for they were too eager to wait till they could see 
the enemy; and while they fired in the darkness, Carieill 
advanced along the lowest ground, close to the water^s edge, 
where the tide, too, had somewhat fidlen. He had ordered 
his men not to fire till they should come to the wall-aide ; to, 
" with pikes roundly together," they approached, and findiii|p 

* Hskhiyt, 541. 
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tlM batrloulo o( bairels, itrongly u it was ounned, the best 
pbee tahert to niak« their uuult, they asuiled it. " Down 
went the butts of earth, and pell-mell came our sworda and 
pikes together, after our «hot had given their first volley, even 
■t the cneroy'i noie." The English pikes were somewhat 
longer than thein, and the English were a1»o better armed, for 
verf few of the Spaniards wore any defensive arrnour : this 
wmt, And tlie disadvantage of their pikes, was felt when it 
cune thus to the push. Their itandard-bearer, fighting man- 
IbDjrtb the last, fell by Carleill't hands; they gave way; and 
the MHihuits, giving them no time to breathe, foIlowe«l them 
tato tike town. At every street's end they had rsisrd bar- 
rieadocs of earth-work, with trenches in front, which were 
bett^ made than defended ; the little resistance which they 
cttetaptcd there being soon overcome, with trifling Iom. 
^M^ had stationed many Indian archen " in comers of ad- 
vanbige, with their arrows most villainously empoisoned ; to 
that if they did but bte«k the skin, the ^utj n touched, 
nnlen it were by great marvel, died ". Smuc were likewise 
" mischieved to death by small sticks, ilurply pointed, of a 
foot and a half kmg, fixed in the ground, with the pirinta 
poisoned, right in the way from the place where they landed 
toward the town ; but by keeping the ahore, the invadera 
escaped the greater part of theK ". The eUef commander 
of the Spaniards was wounded and taken by Captain Goring ; 
and when the Eoglisb had establiihcd tbemselvea in the 
market-i^ace im &rther ajqpioaition waa attempted, the 
Spaniards retiring into the interior, whither tbey had previ- 
ously removed their &milies and their treasure, Tbxj had 
been warned of their danger twenty daya befiwe, and had 
CKaplqyed the time diligently in preparii^ both far defence 
and far the coaaequeneea of defeat * 

Having taken th« city, the adventnma pnrwed the same 
eoune aa at St Domingo ; and thou^ * ^Mi dlaeenteBt- 
•IUUvt.s«a.-:MS- 
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menu, and for want of a^^reeing in the first negotiatkmt far 
a ransom, they touched the tO¥m in its outparts, and con- 
sumed much with fire/' yet some of the humanities of war 
were observed here. " There passed divers courtesiet/' tajs 
Gates, " between us and the Spaniards, as feasting and using 
them with all kindness and favour " ; so that the governor 
and the bishop, and divers other gentlemen of the better sort, 
came to visit the general. One day the sentinel on the 
church tower descried two small barques standing in for the 
harbour ; upon which Captains Moon and Vamey embarked, 
with a party of sailors, in two pinnaces, thinking to take 
them before they came so near the shore as to be apprised, 
by signals, that the town was in possession of an enemy. 
The alarm, however, was given in time ; the barques ran 
ashore ; the men hid themselves among the bushes, where 
they were presently joined by those who ^had made signals to 
them, and from thence fired upon the English, who, without 
any regard of danger, had boarded the vessels, and were 
''standing all open in them". Vaniey was killed by this 
discharge, and some dve or six others mortally wounded. 
Captain Moon among them, who was the same person that 
struck the first blow at a Spaniard in the South Sea.* 

This was the only loss which the English sustained firom 
the enemy while they occupied Carthagena ; but the disease 
which they had brought with them from the Cape de Verds 
still continued ; and, though its ravages were not so great as 
at the first, it reduced their numbers, and, in a stiU greater 
degree, their strength ; few or none of those who escaped 
with life remaining fit for service, t In consequence of this 

• Hakluyt. 544. 

t *' Yea, many of them were much decayed in their memory ; insomnch 
that it was common, whe<i one was heard to speak foolishly, to say he had 
been tick of the calenture. The original cause thereof is imputed to the 
evening, or first night air, which they term Im anna ; wherein tbev ny. 
and hold very firm opinion, that whoso is then abroad in the open ai^ shall 
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BiorUlity, Dnke conHulted his land captnjns what course they 
thought most expeilient now to be undertaken. The first 
question proposed to them wu touching the keeping of the 
town (gainst the present force nf the enemy, or that which 
might come out from Spain. Upon this their opinion was, 
that, though they had not above 700 men who could answer 
present service, the residue (some 150) being altogether un- 
able to stand them in any stead ; yet, being victualled and 
munitioned, they might well keep the town. But it was for 
the tea captains, they said, to give their resolution how they 
would undertake the safety and service of the ship* upon the 
uriv&l of any Spanish fleet. 

The second point was, " whether it were meet to go 
presently homeward, or make farther trial of their fortune, 
thereby to seek after that bountiful mass of treasure, for 
recompense of their travails, which was generally expected 
ttt their coming forth fiom England ". To this they replied, 
" that it was well known how they, both oOiceni and soldiers, 
had entered into thU actkm u voluntaiy men, without any 
imprest or gage from her majesty, or anybody else ; and 
that, hitherto, they had diacharged the parta of boneat men ; 
for, by the great blesung and favour of their good God, they 
had taken three notable towns, wherein all men thought 
very great treasures would have been fbuod : for Santiago 
was thr chief city of all tfac islands and traffic thereabouts ; 
St. Domingo was the chief dty of His]]aniola, and the head 
government not only of ihat island, but ot Cuba, and all the 
islands about it, and all inch inhabitatkns of the Gim land 
a* were next unto it, — a place, too, magnificently built, and 
which entertained great tnde of merchandise : lastly, this 
eitj of Carthagena, which could not be denied to be ooe of 
the chief places of most eqieeial importaoee to the Spaniaids 

Gotainl; ba infaetad to tb* death, bm bslnc of the la^aa or astaral raea 
or Uiat connuy. Oar mm wtn ihaa sa l i j scsrf to Hw lafc eH oas tk" 
(HaU«Tt.M)- 
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of all on this side the West India. All these eities, with the 
goods and prisoners taken in them, and the ransoms of them 
all put together, were found far short to satisfy the expecta- 
tions which, by the generality of the enterprisers, were first 
conceived. They considered the slendemess of the strength 
to which they were reduced ; as well in respect of the small 
number of able bodies, as not a little in regard of the slack 
disposition of the greater part of those which remained, veiy 
many of the better minds and men being either eonsomed bj 
death or weakened by sickness and hurts. And, lastly, see- 
ing that no enterprise was laid down convenient to be under- 
taken with their reduced strength, and withal of such 
certain likelihood as might, with God's good success, which 
it might please Him to bestow, promise to yield them any 
sufficient contentment, they concluded that it was better to 
hold sure the honour already gotten, and return with it to 
their gracious sovereign and country, from whence," said 
they, "if it shall please her majesty to set us forth again, 
with her orderly means and entertainment, we are most ready 
and willing to go through anything that the uttermost of our 
strength and endeavour shall be able to reach unto : bat, 
therewithal, we do advise and protest, that it is &r from 
our thoughts either to refuse, or so much as seem to be 
weary of anything which for the present shall be fiother 
required or directed to be done by us from our generaL'* * 

Being thus convinced that, in all prudence, they must give 
over the intended enterprise against Nombre de Dios, and 
so overland to Panama, where they "should have stricken 
the stroke for the treasure and full recompense .of their 
tedious travails," they took into consideration the thiid and 
last point, which was touching the ransom of the city. Their 
demand had been 100,000^ : an offer had been made of 
27,000/. or 28,000/., and they thought it better to accept this 
than to break off by standing upon the first demand, "which,** 

^ Hakluyt, 543, 544. 
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Mid Um^, " seems a matter imporaibte for the present to be 
peribnned by them ; uiH, to any truth, we m«y now, with 
much honour and reputation, better be Mtiified with that 
nun offered by them at first (if they will now be contented 
to give it) tlian we might at that time with • ^reat deal 
more, iiuumuch as we have taken our full pleasure, both In 
tlte nttennost sacking and spoiUng of all their household 
goodl md merchandise, as also, in that we have consumed 
and ntfaied a great part of their town with fire ". Farther, 
the^ considered that there were in that voyage a great many 
poor men who had ventured their lives, and diven of them 
qtent their apparel and such other litllc provision as their 
■nail mewu enabled them to prepare ; " which being done 
apoa mch ^ood and allowable intention tx thi« action cnrried 
with it againit the Spaniard, our greatest and most dangemiu 
cnemj, ao (said they) we cannot but have an inward regard 
to hdp toward the satisfaction of this their expectation, and 
1^ procuring them some little benefit to encourage them, and 
to nourish their ready and willing dUpaaltion both in them 
and in others bjr thdr eiample, against any other time of like 
occasKML But because it may be luppoaed that herein we 
fi>rget not the private benefit of ounelvcs, and are thereby 
the rather moved to incline ounelves to this compodtioii, 
we declare hereby, that what part or portion aoerer it be of 
this nnaotn for Carthagena, which should come onto u(, we 
do freely give and bestow the same lAolly npoo the foor 
men who have remained with oi in the myage, meaning at 
well the sailor as the aoldicT, and wishing with all our hearta 
it were such, or so much, as might seem a auflicient reward 
for their painful endeavour." * 

This paper was signed fay Caridll m lieutenant-general, 
and by all the land captains i and coofermafalj to their 
opinioa, a ransom of 110,000 dueats was accepted. Cartha- 
gena, though not half the stse of St Doninga^ yleUad so 
•Haldaj^544- 
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much larger a sum, because its harbour and its poaitkm 
rendered it a most important place, and it was inhabited bj 
rich merchants ; whereas St Domingo was chiefly inhabited 
by lawyers and " brave gentlemen," being the seat of that 
court before which all appeals were brought from the islands 
and from the neighbouring main. The officers had dealt 
generously towards their own people in the affair of this 
ransom ; but in their subsequent conduct toward the Span- 
iards they cannot be held free from reproach : for after thej 
had received the money, and evacuated the town, thej 
stationed some of their soldiers in the convent of St. FVmn- 
cisco, which was a little way off on the harbour side, and told 
the Spaniards that neither that building nor a block-house at 
the mouth of the inner harbour was included in the com- 
position : thus they extorted from the convent another thousand 
crovms, and demanded as much more for the block-hoose; 
the townsmen declared that they were not able to pay them, 
" having stretched themselves to the utmost of their power ; 
and Drake, therefore, undermined the fort, and blew it 
up ".♦ 

They sailed from Carthagena on the last of March, and 
afler two or three days put back ; a great ship which they 
had taken at St Domingo, and laden with ordnance, hides, 
and other spoil, having sprung so great a leak, that she was 
hardly kept from foundering. Several days were spent in 
distributing the cargo of this vessel among the other ships : 
then they departed once more ; and on the 27th of April 
reached Cape St Antonio, the westernmost part of Cuba. 
Failing to find fresh water there, they made for Matansas, 
which is to the east of the Havannah. But in the course of 
a fortnight, through lack of favourable weather, they were 
brought again to Cape St Antonio. By this time their want 
of water was such, that they made more careful search, and 
found in sufficient quantity what they supposed to be rain water 

• Hakluyt, 545. 
SO 
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newly fallea and collected in pits nude in Dutrshy ground, «(imc 
300 paces from the shore. " Here," uys Gates, " 1 do wrong 
if I should forget the good example of the general, who, to 
CDCounge others, and to hasten the getting irater aboard, 
took no less pains himself than the meanest. Throughout 
the enpedition, indeed, he had everywhere shown so vigilant 
a care and foresight in the good ordering of his fleet, bc- 
compaitied with such wonderful travail of body, that, doubt- 
less, had he been the mcAnest person, as he was the chicfest, 
he had deserved the lirst place of honour. And no less 
happy do we account him for bein;; associated with Master 
CarleiU hia lieutenant-general, by whose experience, prudent 
counsel, and gallant performance, he achieved so many and 
happy enterprise*, and by whom also he was very greatly 
usistcd in setting down the needful orden, laws, and course 
of justice, and the due administration of the same upon all 
occasions." No difference of any kind, indeed, seems to have 
occurred between Drake and any of his officers during this 
expedition. From thence they made for the coast of Florida, 
not touching anywhere, but keeping the shore in sight, till 
on 28th of May they descried a scalfold raised upon foxir high 
masts, for a lookout to the seaward. Upon this Drske 
manned the pinnaces and landed, " to see what place the 
enemy held there, no one in the armament having any know- 
ledge of it". • 

Having marched about a mile up the river St. Augustine, 
they saw the Fort of San Juan de Plnos on the opposite side, 
newly erected by the Spaniards, and not yet completed. 
Carleill would fiun hare crossed with four companies, and in- 
trenched himself to near the fort aa to play upon it with hit 
muskets, till a battery could be planted ; but, becauae the 
■ailon were not at hand to make trenches at this time, the 
intention waa abandoned. Not to be inactive, however, be 
crotaed during the night with a few choacn men in a Hnall 



•HaUB)Ft.j«6. 
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skifT, to espy what guard the enemj kept, and to explore the 
ground. Tliough he did this ai covertly •• might be, the 
Spaniards took the alarm ; and supposing that the whole 
force was approaching to the assault fired of some of their 
pieces, and then with all speed abandoned the work» and 
made the best of their way to the city (so called) of St. 
Augustine, where there was a garrison of 150 men. Carieill 
returned, knowing nothing of their flight He was presently 
followed by a French fifcr, who, having been prisoner in the 
fort, gladly seized the opportunity to escape, and came oirer 
the river in a small boat, playing " the tune of the Prince of 
Orange's song ". Wlien the guard called out to him, he told 
them who he was and what had happened, and offered either 
to remain in the hands of the English, or return to the feft 
with those who chose to believe him and go thither. There 
was no reason to doubt his tale : both Drake and Carieill 
crossed forthwith with a5 many boats as were at hand, leaving 
orders for the rest to follow. A few Spaniards, " bolder than 
the rest," had remained after their companions, and fired two 
guns at them ; but on short* the English went, and entered 
the pUce without finding any nuin there. When the day 
appeared, they saw that it was built entirely of timber, •• the 
walls being none other than whole masts or bodies of trees 
set upright, and close together in manner of a pale **. **The 
ditch had not yet been made, nor was the work in other 
respects finishetl ; so as to say the truth, the Spaniards bad 
no reason to keep it, being subject both to fire and easy assault. 
There were fourteen great pieces of brass ordnance planted 
on a platform, which was constructed of large pine treei, laid 
across, one on another, and some little earth between. The 
garrison, who were 130 in number, had retired in such haste, 
that they left behind them the treasure chest containing 
about «000/." ♦ 

* HskJuyt. Gabriel d« CsrdcnaA, Eum»0 CkrmmUgim • U H 
d4 FIcrtjM^ i6i, i6s. 
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Drake, Oft doubt, felt somr utisfnction whcu he lewtlt 
fioiB tbe Frenclinuui Uiat the Governor of Florida, at this 
ttHCf WM D. Pedro Menendei, Muques de Aviles, nephew 
of that Menemlez whom he erroneously lupposed to have 
been the general of the fleet by nhich Hawkins had been so 
treacberoBiIjr sttncked at St. Juiin de Ulloa, and froia which 
be bad at that time himself ao narrowly escaped. An oppor- 
tniii^ far taltinx vengeance upon one nearly related to the 
imagined offender seemed now to be atTorUed him ; and he 
woold, without delay, have marched to attack the adelanlAda 
tat hll capital, the city of St. Augustine, if the march had 
been pnctieabte ; but, by reason of rivers and broken ground 
be t w ee n tbe two places, it was neceiaai; afrain to embark in 
tbe pianmet* and ascend the great river. When they landed, 
M It appean not for from the city, some of the Spaniards 
showed themselves, drcd a few shot, and preseJitly withdrew. 
Hiejr were pursued, and the sergeant-major, Anthony Powell, 
leaping upon one of their horses which they had left, ad- 
vanced rashly beyond his companj in pniMiit, orer ground 
which was overgrown with • apedct of Ugh grmai : seeing 
this, a Spaniard laid wait for him, and shot him through the 
head ; and bef<RT any could come to his reacne hia body had 
been iricrced with many woonda, asifininsoltand hatred. He 
was much lamented, " being In Teij deed an boneat, wiae 
gentleman, and a soldier of good experience, and of as great 
courage as any man might be '. This was the only loaa that 
the English experienced In their deeeent. The adelantado 
had prudently withdrawn In time to edlect tbe whole of his 
forces at St Matheo, and the dty was left without a tiaglt 
inhabitant. It ia described as being then a proq>erooa settle- 
ment, with Its eouncU-houM, dmroh, and other edifieea and 
gatdeoa all round about, all which wee burnt and laid waste 
by tbe faiTMlen tat raiseanee.* 

•HaUqrt.M- ^ 
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About twelve leagurt to the north, the Spaniafdi had 
another lettleinrnt called St. Helena, with a gmrriion of ecjual 
force, maintained " for no other purpose than to keep all 
other nation! from inhabiting anj part of all that coait,*"^-* 
purpose deemed as important bj them as it was judged to be 
armgiuit and unreasonable hy the English. It was resoWcd. 
" in full aMenibly of captains/' to attack this place also, and 
from tlience proceed in search of Raleigh's recentljr planted 
colony in Virginia. But when they came opposite St Helena, 
the shoals were found too dangerous for them to attempt an 
entrance without a pilot, and under unfavourable circum- 
stances of wind and weather. Abandoning, therefore, thia 
design, they kept coasting on till, on fHh of June, ** upon 
sight of one special great fire/' Drake sent his ikif to shore, 
and found, a.^ he liad ho|M'd, M»me of his countrjinen there, 
by whose dirrction he reached the place which they made 
their port, and wrote from thence to their governor. Master 
Ralph Lane, who wa^ then in his fort at Roanoak. On the 
morrow, I^ne came with Mime of his company ; and Drake, 
undemtanding the state of their affaim, liberally ptnpmed, 
with the consent of liis captains, to leave them a ship, m 
pinnace, boaU, men, and a month's provision, for praaeeuting 
their divcover}* of the country' and ci»asts, and as much more 
provision tL% might suffice for their %'oyage home, if, at tlic 
montl/s end. they thought good to return ; or, if they were 
satisfied that thry had already sufficiently exp!c»red the land, 
he offered thcin all a passage, being 105 persons. They 
thankfully accepted the first of these propoaali, and a ship 
was delivered to them ; but, before the provisions could be 
put on Imard, a storm came, to the great danger of the whole 
fleet, while some of the ships being of too great draught to 
enter the harbour, were at anchor in a wild road, about two 
miles from shore. Many cables parted, many anchort were 
loat ; and some vessels, which had lost all, were dhvca out 
to aea, and never again joined company till they ad m 
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KngUuid : that which ahould have been left with the cotony 
wet one. Dnke^ notwithitending the loei which had been 
thus sustained, offered them another ship, bat one which, 
being considerablj larger, was not so well ioited to their 
purposes. For this reason, and becaose no small part of his 
stores, and some of the perM»s on whose services most re- 
liance had been plaoed, were in the ship of which he had 
been thus depriTcd, Lane, and those with whom he advised, 
thought the onlj course that remained for them wis to accept 
the proffered passsge, as a providential deUversnee^ ^hj the 
veij hand of God, as it seoned, stretdied out to take them 
thence ". Thej were taken on board ; an^ after a paswge 
of thirty dajs, the fleet in good safety anived at P o r t smo u th, ^ 
The booty obtahied in this expedition WIS vahied at flO,OOCML, 
** whereof Uie companies wliich tmvdled in the vejage were 
to have 20flOOL, the adventoren the other inrty ; and of the 
20,000/1 it was computed that some six pounds would come 
to a single sluure " : 840 pieces of artilleiy, the fiur greater 
number brus, were part of the spoil The loss of men in the 
vo3rage amounted to about 750, — ^tluree parts of them by sick- 
ness. It is said tliat tobacco was first t brought into England 
by the men who returned firom Virginia with Drake at tliis 
time. The expedition was more creditable to the resolution 
with which it was conducted than to the councils wherein It 
was concerted. Little hurt was done to the King of Spain, 
who was rather awakened than weakened bj It, bat great 
and cruel injury was inflicted upon individuals: they were 
thereby made to hate the English, not as heretics only, but 

* Haklnyt, 264, 548. 

t Camden, 324. •* Ccrtainlj,** be tsys, ** firosn that tisM focwsfd it ba- 
gmn to grow into pest request, snd to be lold at a Ugh rsta; whilst, ia 
a short time, many men evcrywheie, tome tot wanfonnsei, tome tot 
heslth't tike, with iwtit^tWf desire and greediness, sackad la the stink- 
ing moke tliereof through sn esrthen pipe, which presently they blew 
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as A people who were the vikingar of the age ; and the 
Spanish goverament received a lesson which taught it the 
necessity of fortifying its distant ports, and increasing ita 
maritime strength.* Drake, however, soffeied no loss of 

* Monson says : ** The fleet was the greatest of any nation, except the 
Spaniards, that had ever been seen in those seas since the first discovery 
of them ; and if the action had been as well considered of before tbetr 
going from home, as it was happily performed by the valour of the ander- 
takers, it had more annoyed the King of Spain than all other actions that 
ensued during the war " (p. 155). In his opinion, the queen had then '* a 
notable opportunity to annoy and weaken the Spaniards by keeping the three 
towns which had been taken : she was rich in those days, and her sob- 
jects no less able than willing to contribute to what she propo s ed, they 
were so much devoted to her in their hearts " ; she might have bound the 
States of Holland to any conditions she pleased against the Spaniards 
at that time ; whereas, from that time till her death, ** notwithstanding 
we were drawn into the war by them, yet they traded peaceably into the 
King of Spain's dominions, and never offered to annoy the Spaniards by 
any act oi hostility at sea, but supplied them with ships and intelligence 
against us ". He thought, also, that, in point both of repatstioQ and 
profit, the places ought to have been maintained, as a motive aad mean 
for prosecuting the victories thus begun (p. 240). 

Monson was mistaken, both in his opinion and on the grounds upon 
which he founded it. At no time during her reign was Elisabeth rich. 
How greatly the measures of her otherwise vigorous government were 
crippled by necessary parsimony was, perhaps, not so well known to him 
as it now is ; but he might have seen that if Drake had attempted to 
keep possession of those places, which are among the roost nnwholcaone 
for Europeans of any in the world, the consequences would have been as 
fatal as they were at Puerto Rico. I have elsewhere explained the 
conduct of the Dutch. But Monson felt and thought rightly when he 
said : ** Whosoever makes an enterprise on a town in America, with an 
intention not to keep it, will do no more than a malicious person that 
seeks the destruction of his neighbour in setting his house a-fire, without 
any other prospect in so doing but mischief Sful revenge* I confois we 
shall damnify the inhabitants of the town so sacked and spoiled, as the 
owner of a house burnt will be damnified ; but it is no more kMS or 
prejudice to the King of Spain, or to the bordering countries, than to the 
neighbour of the man that shall have his bouse burnt ; for evuiy 
bears his own particular loss ** (p. a4Z)« 
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tepaUtkm in this inojage : he had hnvely and Mj executed 
the tenrioe on which he was tent, orereoming the enemj 
ereiywhere^ and jielding onlj to an erfl against which the 
akill of man was of as little arafl as his strength. When, 
theiefoffe, Elisabeth, in the year 1587, wis assnred that 
prepaimtaons were making upon a great scale in the Spanish 
ports, lor the invasion of England, and thought it wiser to 
prevent the danger than wait for it, she i^ipointed Drake to 
command the fleet which was equipped for that intent It 
consisted of tour ships of the navy roya^ namdy, the Boii«- 
ecKteftt, in wliidi he went as general; tiie lioa;, G^itain 
William Borough, who was com ptr oller of tiie navy; the 
Dnadmmgkl, Captain Thomas Vennert and the BmtAom, 
Cqytain Heniy Bellingham ; to those two of the queen's 
pinnaces were '^sfyointed as handmaids'*. Certain tall ships 
of tlie city of London were added, and tiie whole armamettt 
amounted to some thirty saiL * 

Sailing firom Plymouth early in April, they met on the 
16th, In latitude 40°, two Middlebuig ships coming from 
Cadis, from whom they learnt Uiat great store of warlike 
provision had been collected in that and the adjacent ports, 
ready for transport to Lisbon. For Cadis, therefore, Drake 
made with all possible speed, and on the 19th entered 
the road. Sixty ships and many other small vessels were 
lying there, little expecting such an attack, and yet not un* 
prepared for defence, having the fortresses to protect them, 
and also some galle3rs. ' Six of these vessels assailed the in- 
vaders In front of the town, but were soon compelled to 
retire under the fortress. Two from St. Maiy^s, and two 
from Puerto Real, came boldly to the fight and shot freely, 
" but altogether In vain," so that they liastened back with no 
little loss. A great Ragusan ship of 1000 tons^ carrying 40 
guns, and veiy richly laden, was sunk eariy in the action. 
Befiite night Drake was master of tlie road, and there he 
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continued till the morning of the Slst, with so little loss as 
to be thought at the time '' not worth mentioning " ; with 
little ease, " by reason of their continual shooting finom the 
galleys, the fortresses, and the shore, where continually at 
convenient places they planted new ordnance " ; but also 
with no little triumph, for never was daring service more 
resolutely performed. Drake had two objects in view, which 
were not very compatible at this time: to sink, bum, and 
destroy for the public good ; and, on the other hand, to 
secure as much as he could for the benefit of the merchant 
adventurers, who bore by much the larger part in this ad- 
venture. The labour which lay upon the sailors day and 
night during the six and thirty hours after the action, in 
discharging the stores from their prizes, was so great, that it 
was a pleasant sight to them when the Spaniards set fire to 
the ships which they could no longer defend ; though the 
greatest danger to which the conquerors were exposed was 
when the ships thus fired were drifted toward them in flames 
by the tide. 

About thirty vessels were burnt, sunk, or taken in this 
daring enterprise. Among them were four large Biscayans, 
taking in stores for the armament at Lisbon, and another of 
1000 tons, laden for the West Indies. Some twenty French 
ships, and some Spanish ones that could pass the shoals, 
escaped to Puerto Real, where about forty others were lying 
in sight of the English. When Drake left the road, satisfied 
as he well might be with the success of his attempt, ten 
galleys came out after him, " as it were in disdain, to make 
some pastime with their ordnance " : the wind just at this 
time scanted, so that the fleet cast about, stood in with the 
shore, and anchored within a league of the town ; but the 
galleys, alert as they had seemed to be, suffered them to 
ride quietly there ; and tlius brought themselves into disrepute 
with the EnglUh sailors. * The loss which had been inflicted 

* The author of the relation in Hakluyt lays : " We now havs had 
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Vpoa the Spaniards wan great : the insult and humiliation 
woe grater; and Philip pursued his plana o{ vengeance with 
otacetbated hatred. Onike, having deapatthed advice nf hin 
triumphant proceeding to Kngland, turned back along the 
Goaat, and -captured and burnt nearly 100 vcneU befnrc be 
came to Cape St. Vincent's, dealing " favourably with the 
men, and setting them ashore " ; but he dcxtrojed all the 
flahing boat* and nett, " to their great hiiidrsncr," and in 
the hope of spoiling the tunny-fishery for that year. Near 
the Cape a landing was made ; and that be might ride there 
in haiboor at hLs pleasure, he assaulted the Castle of Sagrcs, 
and iook. that fortress with three others, some by force, some 
bjr Mncoder. He then entered the mouth of the Tagus, 
anclMfcd near Caseaes, iient to the Manjuix of Santa Cnu, 
who, ■■ general of the armada, was with bis galleys in the 
river, preparing for the invasion of England, told him who 
be waa, and said he was then ready to exchange bullets with 
him. The mnrquis, according to the English account, replied 
that he was not then ready for him, nor had anjr audi eom- 
miasioD from his king. But the insult here, and at Cadli, ia 
laid to have "bred such a conoaioa in his heart, that he 
never enjoyed good days after," and within few mootha died 
of chagrin, happy in thus being removed befere the invindUe 
armada went to it* deatination. * 

What Drake had done delayed the aailing of that umtt- 
ment for the current jrear. The public aerrice had been 

npoienee of galley-fi^ ; wbcrci)! I caa BMan yoB, that onir tbesa 
ftrat of bei majcHji'i shipi wiU malM oo aecooni of twenty faHeys, if 
they be alone, and not faniied lo fnai4 otiwr*. There war* navar gallayi 
that had better place and fitter oppononity tat their advaataf* to Ggbl 
with ihip« : but they wen Mill toftad to ledra ; wa riding ia a namw 
(M (the place yicldinf no better), and driven to ntaimata lb* same, 
■ntil wa had diKhatfed and find the ships, which coold not eaovaniMtlj 
b« done bot apon th* Bead, at which tiaM ihay MlfhiMvaclMr of as" 

(^ tM). 

* HaUayi, lu, 115. 
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thus effectuallj peiibrmed ; but he knew Uut if nffthing 
more were done, it would not give Mtii&ction to the irr 
ehant ad venturers, who ei pec ted tome immcdiftte ftod 
tanipble profit upon their diftburKinenit. He shaped hk 
course, therefore, toward tlie Aiores, having obtained intelli- 
gence that the Sam PkUipe, a Portuguese carrack from India* 
had wintered at Mosambique, and was expected to reach 
Lisbon in the passing month. His stores were becoming 
low, and his people importunate to return ; but he with lair 
speeches, of which no man was more a roaster, persuaded, 
and prevailed with thcro to cruise yet a few days longer cM 
the islands. And on tiiis occa^on fortune made him large 
amends for all former looses and disappointments, for he fell 
in with and easily capturrd the prise he looked for. This, 
says the writer of the voyage, was the fint carrack that ever 
was taken coming from the East Indies, which the Pdrtugala 
took for an evil hign, because the bhip bore the king's own 
name. The whole c«>mpany assured themselves now, that 
every man would have a sufficient reward ffir his travail, and 
thereupon they all resolved to return home, with the willing 
consent of their general. He dismissed the phsooen in 
certain vrsuiels, with all the courtesies and humanities of war ; 
and sailing then for England, the whole fleet arrived safely 
with their prize at Pl)'mouth/ " to their own profit and 



* ** And here, by the way, it it to be noted, that tht taking of tliis 
canack wrought two extraofdinary effects in England : ftrai. tlut ic 
tAUf;ht others that canacks uxrc no such bugs but that they aught bs 
taken (as since, indeed, it hath (alien out in the taking of tbe MrndM dt 
Dioi, and firing and sinking of others) ; and. sccondiy, m 
the Knf^lith nation more generally with the particularities ot tbs 
ing riches and wealth of the East Indies ; whereby thcassclves and thstf 
neighbours of Holland have been encouraged, being men as skilAil ia 
navigation, and of no less courage than the PortagaU, to aksrs witk 
them ia the East Indies, whcrs their strength is nothiag sa grsai aa 
haretoCorc hath been supposed ** (HaUuyt. isay. 

Ladiard says: ** Tbs taking of this ship was of a 
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doe commendation," uys one of the happy eompsny, " and 
ta tike STCAt admiration of the whole kingdom ". * 

TTie service which in thi» royage he had performed at 
Cadli, and alt along the coast to the Tagus, Dnikr called 
itiigcing the King of Spain's beard. Tliis was said in the 
inlrthfid spirit of a sailor; and with that spirit of loccl 
patriotism, from which so many great and good actions have 
wtoen, he expended no trifling part of the riches which he 
h«d TTon in (upplying Plymouth with fresh water; the in- 
habitants had till then been enforced to fetch it from • 
mile's distance. The head of the spring from which It wm 
now to b« brought it between seven and eight mile* distant 
In a direct line ; but by indentings and circlings it was to be 
conveyed twenty-four miles, t through valleya, wattes, and 
boga 1 and what was most troublesome, through a mighty 
nek, thought to be impenetrable. He, neverthclesa, " mad« 
the way he could not find, and overcoming the difficulty, 
finished the enterprise to the continual commodity of the 
place, and his own peipetual honour ", " And fine would 
have been the divenion," tay* the good old vicar of Beny 
Pomeroy, "when the water waa brought a oroewbat near the 
town, to have aeen how the mayor and hit brethren, in their 

to the English merchants than th« valoa of bar cargo to the capton ; fa, 
b]F tlie papers found on boaid, they so fiilly andentood the rich vahit 
of the Indian mcicbandiies, and tlw manner of tradtng Imo tba castam 
world, Uisl (liey aitcmids sM op a giiaM trada and traEc, and aa> 
tablishcJ a company of Eaat India metchaats " (L, tag). 

* Hakluyt, 133. MocMon, 156. Ladiaid, i^ aal, 

t Prince »aj« thirty. " VarioM miUt ware «*ct«d en tha Micain fa 
the ate of tlia town at Sir Francia'a atpama. He vastad Iba p topa ly 
in the majror snd commonality, and tbair iwrrwanii to aw. Tha 
watar is broatbl to a lesar w ii abora the tvwn, and tnm tbaoca dis- 
tribatad I7 leaden pJpaa. Tha laaaea pajs a fina of 3JL ty. 6d. fa 
twanty-anc yean of tha watar, and an aanaal qdt^aat of tis. Paneaa 

tonien a fawWd OM " (SMaffa y Avfaid aatf fTafa, fv., 14^. 
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IbnDBAlitiety went out to meet it, and bid it weleone thither ; 
and being thui met, thej all returned together ; the gentle- 
men of the corporation, accompanied with Sir Francis Drake, 
walked before, and the itream followed after into the town. 
where it hat continued m> to do ever lince." Perhaps the 
daj of that peaceful triumph was the Imppiest of Dnke'a 
public life. 

His next service was as vice-admiml in that fleet by which, 
with the aid of the element^ the mighty preparations of the 
Spaniards were frustrated, their invincible armada dispened, 
and England providentially saved from a most formidable 
invasion. In the ensuing year he was employed as admirml 
in an expedition sent to Portugal, in the vain hope of e^ 
tablishing the claim of a pretender to that kingdom. In 
this adventure the government took little part, acting vpno 
a system of parsimonious policy, as if it risked nothing, so it 
avoided the risk of expense, and considered not how greatly 
the national interests and lutional character must be afected 
by the issue, and tlut that issue could not be fortunate unleti 
adequate means were applied. The journey of Pdrtugal (as 
this expedition wa% at the time called) was undertaken chiefly 
at the charge of Drake and Sir John Norris, grandson of that 
Norris who was unjustly executed with Anne Boleyn. Elii** 
beth always rightly reganled his family as entitled to more 
than ordinary favour on that account ; and this Sir John and 
his brethren (six in all) were " men of haughty courage, and 
great experience in the conduct of military aflain;^persoQa»*' 
says Sir Robert Naunton, * " of such renown and worth, as 
future times must out of duty owe them the debt of an 
honourable memory". No English soldier in that age had 
seen more service than thii Sir John. He had been trained 
under Coligny in the religious wars in France, served in 
Ireland while yet very young under Walter, Earl of 
held various eoounands in the Low Gwntrics till he 



* Scot's Smun IVarSi, i^ S67. 
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genenl of the English forces tliere ; and in the ycur of the 
umada, when «n invuion was expected, wns made " mttrshul 
of the field in England". There were oth era who engaged 
in the charge of the expedition, but fewer than had been 
expected ; aitd tome of thoK who subscribed their names, 
thinking that the scheme would never be brought to bear, 
but that thej might gain credit by displaying a readiness to 
encourage It, withheld their money when they saw that 
■eriooa prepantions were made, and 10,000'. was thus with- 
dnwn from the sum on which the leaders had calculated. 
And this WM not the only nor the most serious defalcation 
fiom the means which had been looked for. Six hundred 
Kngltsh hone from the Low Countries were withheld for 
other •errke, and seven out of thirteen old companies firom 
the nme achool of war : tlie Dutch, instead of supplying sis 
menofvarand ten companies, sent only four companies:* 
and the government, which had promised twelve pieces of 
cannon, gave only n third part of that number, t 

When the eipeditioii aailed from Plyntouth it cmuistcd of 
11,000 troop* and 1500 leanten. Then had been aome 
weeks' previous delay ; and when all waa ready contrary 
winds detained them a whole month, living upon pimritioni 
which they could ill afford to cooaome in inacttoo. The 
generals at length, weary of theae cnNi winds, " thnut to 
sea in the same, chooaing rather to attend the change thereof 
there, than by being in harbour to loae any part of the 
better, when it ■bouhl come, 1^ having their men on dtore ". 



■ Camden (4*9> nys the outea Jomad soom dilpa, dthgo^ Uiey 
wer« MMDewhat discontented with the Engtiih, becanse Wint6«ld, 
OovcnMt of Gcruuj'deaberi, and Um Ea(Ifah pnitoo In h, b^ faatrayad 
that town to the Spaniards. But these coold >M hare boM skips of 



■■ k U b the nlatkn aKrifaad la Cokos) AMheey Wk««di (HaUajt, 
iL, part ii., ijj). 
t HaUajt. IS). 
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Two cUjTi the wind eontinaed cron ; and loaie of the iect, 
having twentj-five companies on boaid, parted conpanj 
during that time, "either not being able or not willing to 
double Uthant". Nearly 3000 men thus Ibnook the ex- 
pedition at tea, " whereof tome paued into France, and the 
rest returned home ". The weather then became fiivourmble ; 
and in Bve daya more, on the evening of 20th of April, the 
troops disembariced in a baj something more than a mile 
from Corunna. * No attempt was made to prevent or im- 
pede their landing ; t but as thrj presently marched toward 
the town, thej were encountered on the waj : the Spaniaids, 
however, retired within their walls, and the invaden look np 
their lodging for the night in the "villages, houses, and 
wind-mills next adjoining, and vtry near round about the 
town ". The J were not disturbed there by the garrisoci : 
but the galleon San J man, one of the few which had escaped 
from the general wreck of the armada, was lying In the 
harlmur ; and with two gallcjrs, and three smaller vessels^ 
fired upon their lodgings during the night, and as thej passed 
to and fro. % 

Before day, Norris reconnoitred the base town : this, which 

* Thit place it called the Groinc in Hsklayt. s» it Mill it ky llM 
lailort,— an easy corruption from Cnina, the name bmow«4 spon il ai 
the bcj;inninf( of the thirteenth century, when Alonio IX. faiinisi il, 
and removed thither the inhabitant • of Durgo Vic)OL Cnma is ibt 
Galician uord (or ro/niid, a column or piKar ; and it as snppOMd tiui 
the town took itt name from the Torre dc Hercales si lbs cncraacs 9i 
the port, that well-known lighihouM havinf this sppcsranos wbca sasa 
from a diMaiKC (Cornidc, inwfttigMwm^i icWt la Tw^rt dt HiwtmUt^ 
etc., p. 17. n.). 

Joshua Barnes UlU ui that LocroAo .alto was calM Graiag by lbs 
English \Hnt, •/Edward III,, 703). 

t Faria y Sousa sayt. however, that the marqvia auds man tadatMmaa 
than could be auds. " fi9rtific6M lo major qat pado, y bms ds lo ^us sa 
podia rcsi«i6 la dcssmbaicacion ** (p. 94)* 

• Haklayt, ijt. 
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reUim the luine of La Pexwia, or PesCAderia, from the day* 
wboi it was only of importance u a tishing ctation, stJinds 
apaa a nnall tongue of Und, and contained at that time 
1500 homes. On the land lide it was protected by a wall 
and • diy ditch, but on neither of the water sides were there 
any defences, and Norm resolved upon attemptinf; it by 
eaealade, in two places. As a prehminary measure it was 
neccMBiy to silence the enemy'i ships. Some artilleiy wns 
landed : as soon as it opened, the galleys retired to Perrol, 
and the other vessela ceased their lire. The rest of the day 
wai ^Knt in preparing for the attack. Twelve hundred men 
imdar Gilonel Huntley, and the vice-admiral, Captain Fenncr, 
wen to be landed an one side the peninsula on which 
Comnna stands, and the long boats and pinnaces which 
landed them were to keep up a lire as they ap[>roachcd. 
Ob the other side. Captain Wingfield, who was Norris's 
lieutenant-colonel, and Captain Sampson, who held the same 
rank under Drake, were to enter with 500 men at low water, 
if they found it passable : otherwiie they were provided for 
the escalade ; and on the land tide 900 men, under Colonela 
Bret and Umpton, were to set up their ladders and acale the 
wall The three attacks were to be made at the aaine time. 
In strict obedience to this part of their mden, Wlnglield 
and Sampson began the anault as soon ai the signal waa 
given : they found good resistance, and were twice beaten 
from their ladders, yet peraevered in the attempt. Huntley 
and Fenner landed, meantime, with do great difficult, and 
but little loss ; and some of this party, under Captain Hinder, 
having effected an entrance, acoured the wall, clearing the 
way for Bret and Umpton to enter without realatanee, and 
passed on till he came in the rear of thoae who were resisting 
Wingfield and Sampaoaj upon thta the defence waa aban- 
doned. The Spanlaida, Indeed, knowliv that If attacked 
from the water it waa not^tenahle^ had deteraiined upon 
wlthdrawlnc the furriNn and the tohabitanta into the hl^ 
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town, should this be the plan of the assailmnts ; but in the 
confusion and fear which prevailed, the signal for recalling 
the troops from the land side was not made ; and men whose 
courage deserved a more generous treatment than they 
underwent were sacrificed through this error. * 

Upon the English having thus entered in three places, 
" with a huge cry/' the inhabitants, they who could, betook 
themselves to the high town, which they might with less 
peril do, because the assailants, being strangers, knew not the 
way to cut them o£ " Some," says one of the ezpeditkni, 
*' fled to the rocks in the peninsula ; some hid themselves in 
chambers and cellars; some found favour to be taken prisoners; 
but the rest, to the number of about 500, filing into the 
hands of the common soldiers, had their throats cut " ; and 
this seems to have been perpetrated and related equally 
without compunction. The cellars were found full of wine, 
2000 pipes having been collected there, toward the provision 
for a second armada ; and the men, by inordinate drinking, 
becoming reckless of danger, or incapable of perceiving it, 
exposed themselves to the shot from the upper town, whereby 
many were hurt, t It was thought that by their excesses at 

* Hakluyt, 139. 

t In the only Spanish account of these transactions whidi I have 
been able to consult, it is said that the wine was purposely left ; and 
that the Spaniards, taking advantage of the drunkenness and consequent 
disorder thus produced, killed as many as 800 stragglers, whom the 
succours, as they arrived from the interior, fell in with and found drunk 
and. sleeping. This writer says : ** Bebieron bellamente lot Ingleses, 
como vali^ntes bebedores ; y pareciendoles que ya eran sefiores de la 
tierra, lo que menos cuidado les daba era la guerra*' (P. M, F, FHip€ 
dt la Gandara, Armas y Triun/os dil Reino dt QaUda* 1672, p. 470). 

The author was chronista general of that kingdom. The first part 
of his account cannot be reconciled with the English statements. 
According to him the invaders landed more than zo,ooo men, and took 
possession of Burgo, an open village {lugar)^ without walls or castle, 
more than a league from Corunna: there they began to visit the drinksng 

SI 
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thif time thry bmught on the subsequent sickness &nd 
mortali^. From the few prisoners who were taken, tbcjr 
leant that there were in the town when Uicy arrived 500 
aoldiet% the poor remains of seven companies who had 
retmiMd from " the joumcy of England," and tltat money 
and atoica had been sent thither for a second attempt at 



Th« SpuiianU had been taken by surprise, which thry 
ought not to have been in any of their great ports on this 
fide the Sbaits, But the govcmor, who was the Manjues 
de Zcnalbo don Juan Pac)tcco Oxorio, prepared now with 
a SpaniBid'i determination for defence. His fitst object was 
to prerent the enemy from taking possession of the galleon ; 
and at thla could by no other means be effected, he gave 
orden tor destroying it ; the crew, accordingly, overcharged 
the gnm, Mt the ship on fire, and left her in flames, " which 
burnt in terrible sort for two days together ". Ulien »he 
had barot to the water's edge, and the English came to 
(carch her hull, they found only sixteen whole cannoD out of 
fifty : the rest had bunt in their diacharge, ai had been 
designed, and were taken out in broken pieeea and molten 
lumps. Every exertion was made for improring the fortifier 
tioni, which were rtrong but old. All haoda were employed 
at this, and in canying earth for the lampatt^ which were 
now made ; and ao intent were thtj npoo theae ope r a t ioni, 

booses, instead of making any attcnipt to occnpy iha bridge (at tbi head 
ot die huboot, over the moutb of Iha llandao), and taka a poaitioo, to 
prevent inccoor* from atriving. " Tbay might bava dona tbi* easily,'' 
be says, " tin f w faditrm mirar gMii* /ar /arte mlfamm." Aftcrwacda 
tbey attempted to insulate tbatettasi by cnttiagaaoaslbaiathoini; but 
tbcrc were loeki in tb« way, large rciafaR«D«DtB bad ab«i4y HKcred, and 
tb« Gie fram tba walls put an nid to tbaii irrtT a tiirti Ha makaano 
a lAaiever ol ibe storming the baaa town, noc cf tba aabaaqaant 

nply aayi that ib9 bwut the aehitb calMLaPMe^aria, 

disaobOBMa. ^ 
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that they left the Puerto Real, <»r royal gate, open, and 
Coninna, according to the Galicians, would have been lost, 
if a greater personage than the governor had not taken upon 
himself the defence in this emergency. For the English 
entered not only without resistance, but without any one 
speaking to them or giving the alarm : so strange a circom- 
stance made them apprehensive of some stntagem ; still, 
however, though with all possible circumspection, thejr ad- 
vanced up the street, at the end of which stood the parochial 
church of the upper town ; and to whom should that 
church be dedicated but to the peculiar patron of Spain 
and especial glory of Galicia — Santiago ? He did not indeed 
appear in person : short as the distance was from G>mpo6tcllay 
the occasion was not of sufficient importance for him to leave 
his shrine and mount his celestial white horse ; but out of 
his church there issued a great darkness, and in the midst of 
that darkness a great light ; and the light daisied, and the 
darkness confused, and both terrified them : they made their 
way out of the gate with more alacrity than they had entered 
it ; and Santiago achieved for his faithful devotees the onlj 
one of all his numerous victories in which no blood was shed. * 
This was a modest miracle for the saint, the oountiy, and 
the religion. Another and not less thaumaturgic saint woiked 
none upon the occasion, though he might seem to have been 
more especially invited or provoked to manifest his power. 
Without the Puerta de los Aires, and fronting it, was a 
convent of St Domingo : the invaders occupied it ; and 
from the upper windows and other parts of the edifice fired 
into the town. These things passed on the day after the 
escalade. On the morrow some 2000 men from the adjacent 
parts approached the gates as confidently as if they had been 
resolved to enter : but they advanced without order ; and 
losing a few men in the first encounter took to flight, and 

• Oandara, 471. 
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outstripped their punucrg. A party following up this success 
fbnged nnnil about, anil brought back kine uid sheep in 
■Iwi nd M nc e , to the great relief of the nnny, whose provinioni 
wben tb^ landed * were well nigh exhausted. Noni* 
HMUrt in the ensuing night to take a " long munition house 
tmllt apoo Ihe wall " ; but the Spanianli apprehending this, 
and knowing how advantageous a position it would be for 
the cnemj, burnt it before the attempt could be mode. At 
the nma time a fire broke out in the lower end of the town, 
* whidi, had it not been by the rare of the general hecdily 
■eoi onto, and the fury thereof prevented, by pulling down 
iDUif ho M M which were most in danger, had burnt," lajn 
WingAeld, ** all the provisiotu we found there, to onr wonder- 
fnl hlndiMtcc ".t 

Two demi-cannona and two culverina were now planted 
oader the garden of the convent, but with little ikill or fore- 
tight, Ibr the first or tecond lire shook down the eross wall by 
which this bsttery was " defended or gabioned " ; it then lay 
open to the enemy. They did not o*et4ook their oppor- 
tunity ; and the lieutenant of the ordnance, with lome of the 
cannoDcert, were ilain there. The battery waa secnrcd dur- 
ing the night When it waa ready to open, the general aent 
to summon the place : the man who bore it was fired at 
from the town. Presently a Spaniard waa hanged over the 
wall, and a signal for parley made, the object of which waa 
to let the English see that thia summaij pnniahment had 
been inflicted upon the person who fired at the messenger ; 
and th<7 took the opportunitj of requesting to hare " &Ir 

■ Win^fidd tayi I ** Wltat Unmity tha want of that aMMh's victBala 
iriUcb wB did cat dwiof the Bwodi wa kay at Ptynwotb far a wind 
nugbt hav* driven na onto, no nan can doabt of that ka aws l h what 
men do liv« by, had not Ood |i«n as, te tha an^ a OMca prospswas 
wind and shortsr paMSfa IbIo OaUda ilwa hath baan eaaa as«, lAsrs 
aataiwa facta sad iBiWiiwlctaansiaslirrty' (HaUqn. ijj). 
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war/' promisiiig it on their put. Thej made Inqnirj eo^ 
ceming what prisonen were in the handt of the Eogliib. b«i 
would not listen to any proposal for su r r end e ri ng. * 

Norris had now suflicientlj reconnoitred the walb to icc 
that they were almost everywhere built upon a rock : mm 
place, however, he thouf^ht mineable, and men were picicntlj 
set to work there, who, after three days' labour, and on tbe 
seventh after their entrance of the base town, bad bedded 
their powder, — but, as afterwards appeared, not far cnoogb 
into the wall. The breach by that time was thought a»> 
saultable, and companies were drawn out lor a simultaa e ona 
attack there, and at the point where it was eipected that 
the mine would make an opening. But the mine friled, " by 
reason the powder brake out backward in a place where tbe 
cave was made too hi/;h ". Nothing therefore could be aU 
tempted that day. The miners resumed their work, and by 
the second day after had wrought well into the foundatkn at 
the wall. Tlic first failure drew after it no ill eoosequence ; 
not so the fiartial success of the second attempt. Tbe cs* 
plosion brought down half the tower under which the mine 
had been made, and opened a practicable breach : it waa im- 
mediately assaulted ; and mhen the men had gained tbe 
summit, the other half fell cm them ; some twenty or tbirtj 
were crushed, and the men were " so amaaed, not knowing 
whence that terror came, that they ibrsook their cowimandcfi^ 
and left them among the ruins of tlie mine". The two 
ensigns were shot in the breach, but their eoloors wtfm 
rescued ; among those on whom the tower fell ** was ^^p^^j^ 
Sydenham pitifully lost, who having three or four great 
stones upon his lower parts was held so fast that neither bin- 
self could stir nor any rrasorisble company recover him; not- 
withstanding the neit day, being found to be alivc^ thttm 
were ten or twelve lost in attempting to relieve bin ". It 

* Hsklayt. 141. 
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if themnst honounible incident on tlie part of the Englifih, 
daring their descent in Galicia, that no many should have 
« tpo»cd and lost their lives in endcavouriii^ to perform thi* 
act of forlorn humanitjr toward their sufTerini; countiyman ;* 
and the least honoumble on that of the Spaniards that they 
■beold have tired on men who were exposing themselves for 
mch K motive. 

Heantime a breach which had been made by the poor 
battei7 in the convent garden was attempted ; and the officers 
btoi^^t their men to the push of the pike at the sum ml t. 
Bat tbe Spaniards had prejiarcd all means of defence, and 
tb^ were encouraged by the masculine exertions of the wife 
of an alferei, — Maria Pita was her name. With a spirit 
which women have more often displayed in Spain than in any 
other country, she snatched up sword and buckler, and took 
her atand amon|{ the foremost of the dcfcDdants ; and so 
mttch was ascribed by the people to the effect of her example, 
that she wu rewarded for this service with the full pay of an 
ensign for life, and the half pay was acttled apon her de- 
•cendants in perpetuity, t Hie defence, however, woa not 
difficult ; for the rubbish over wbicb the aMailants mounted 
"•lid outward from under their feet ; and It then a|q>eared 
that half the height of the wall had reoeiTed no l^jui; ". X 

* HaklDTt, 141. 

t Gandara, as chianiaia mayor of Qalida, is food antberltyfar a dream- 
stance like this. The story gained samcthinc by tmtUing In iu own 
country. Faiia y Soosa says, that this viiaso IcM none ef her eoanse 
at teeing ber hosband killed beiara her eyes, and that she wo un ded an 
English standard-bcaiet, mortally, with a lance (p. 95. Gandara. 471). 

; " For tel no nan think that calveiin or demi.cannaa can sofficicotly 
batter ■ ddcnsible rampiie. And of tboaa pjscaa wfaid «• had, tha 
betid of tha d emi<an nona. at tb« second shot, broka In hex car ria gaa " 
(Hakluyt, 141). 

Tbe writa argDcd, that if the pattering piacas wfald) ware piaaslssd 
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TliQs, had there been more fpirit for renewing the Mmalt. 
the breach no lonp^er appeared praeticmble. From both 
points of attack the retreat Uy through a narrow ttivcl or 
lane, and many were hurt there. * Whatever the Umb may 
have been, the failure waa to complete, tlwt it detcnniacd t 
the general to abandon an enterpriic which he now eon* 
sidered hopclcsn. But to secure htn embarkation it waa 
necr^sar)' to disperse a considerable force with which the 
Comic dc Andrade mas encamped behind the Ptoente dc 
Burg«), waiting there to be joined by the Conde de Altamira. 
and then, with united strength* to advance for the relief of 
the town. Norris arconlingly, leaving Drake, with five 
regiments, to guard their quarten, marched, with nine, to 
meet the enemy. His brother. Sir Edward Norrit, who 
comniAn«led the van, came in sight of them loroe half mile 
from tlicir camp, and beat them from place to place (though 
" they had goo<l places of defence, and ctom walls which they 
might have held long "), till they came to the bridge, " oa 
the fiM>t of the farther side whereof lay their camp, strongly 
intrenched ". Sir Pxlward followed at the pomt of the pikea. 
thniugh a heavy fire : the enemy's shot flanked both aides 
of the bridge, and at the cml was a barhcado of barrels^ 
They wlio should have guanle<l it fonnok their station, seeing 
this " pntud appmach ". Sir Edward entered, and charging 
the first who nppiiscd him, pike in hand, fell, " with very 
eanie^tiicM, in ovcr-thnisting,*' and received a grievous 
wound in the heacl. The general, and some other 



* GAndara, in hi« c«a{;);cratcd ttaicmcnt. laym, that tbc Enfluh 
out a ftij^nal for burying their dead, who were found to be 1500 , snd 
that the lon% of the Spaniai di. {torn the time that the n;«c4rtiofi landadL 
till It re-embarked, amounted only to thirty-five. I wish WiiifftcU*li 
account o( the t]au|;htcr in the ba»c town rcMcd o«i no better aaclMriiy, 
or couid be ■utpccted o^ equaJ csa^craiion. 

t The eipffctaion in Hakluyt is, ** it made hiai flow 10 a aew 
lion" (p. 141). 
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"■DOft booooraUj " rescued him ; and overcoming, not with- 
out • ■erere atiaggle, the brave resistance that was made, 
obtained thai an eaajr victory over the reat of the army. 
Hie ataadaid was taken, and the fugitives hotfy pursued 
for aome three miles. " How many," says Wingfleld, " 2000 
men (for of ao many consisted our vanguard) might kill in 
pomiit of fimr anndry parties, so many you may imagine fell 
befim n* that day. And to make the number more great, 
onr men hanng given over the execution, and returning to 
their itandi, found many hidden in the vineyards and hedges, 
whom th^ despatched." Two hundred, also, were found in 
« coorent, and were there put to the sword, and the eonveut 
qioiled and bnint This was not the " fair war," for which 
the Spaniaida had uked, and which, by their honourable 
eondnct at the time of asking, they had deserved. The 
oootraij ijstem can be Justified only when reprisals become 
neccmaij, aa the sole means of putting a stop to It ; but in 
that age tair war lecms. alniost, to have been the exception. " 
After what ia called "the (U17," and might better have 
been termed the wickedneaa t " of the execution," the van- 
guard waa tent one way, and the main bodj the other, " to 
bum and spoil, ao that you might have aeen the conntij, 
more than three milea' compaaa, 00 fire ". The next daj was 
■pent in shipping their artillery, J and whatever booty could 
be transported ; and they attempted, during the last night 
of their tarriance, to bum that part of the npper town where 

■ Hakluyt, 141. Conidcn, 4J0. 

t Such a carnage after tba actkxi wall j Msr v as to ba ao qsalificd. 
especially if tha idatci in HaklBjrt b to ba bdievad whaa hm imy. that 
" there were slain in tbia figfat, oa ov wda, only Captaio Caopar, and 
aoe private loldicr ~. 

J Tbeir cnrn and tboaa taken in tha baoe taws, •■ whidt," aajra Vfiag- 
Gdd, *■ had K been sodi aa might ha*« given aa anjr s— isiiia cf a 
belter baitety, or had thera baea no aOiai pwpoaa of oar jaam^ bat 
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the houses were built upon the wall by the water side ; bat 
the Spaniards were vigilant, and made ao good a defence 
tliat they frustrated this intention. At their departure, how- 
ever, the invaders, by their own account, let fire to ereiy 
house of the base town, bo that not one was left standing 
there. * Putting then to sea, after contending nine days 
with contrary winds, they reached the Berlings^ having a 
little before fallen in with Essex, who, with some other 
volunteers of note, had followed the expedition in a single 
ship. By this time, the troops had suffered much by sickness, 
aggravated by their own excesses at Corunna ; and the loss 
during the siege had been considerable, t But this was not 
the only evil } during the eighteen days of their continuance 
there ; troops had been sent to Lisbon, and all persons of any 
influence, who were suspected of finvouring Antonio, were 
removed from that city, and sent into Spain. Antonio, in- 
deed, had been considered of so little consequence in this 
first act of the expedition, that he seems not to have been 

* Gandara confirms this, but represents it having been done befiore 
the attempts on the upper town ; and he avoids all mention of the action 
at the Puente de Bur go. 

t £1 Peregrino Espanol (Antonio Perei) whose Tratado Partnutieo 
was translated into French and English, and widely circulated by the 
Portuguese emigrants, says that the greater part of the troops died there, 
and all the best artillerymen : but he seems to refer this lots rather to 
the mortality than the siege; and his object was to show that the 
expedition failed wholly through the misconduct of the English, and not 
owing to the weakness of Antonio*8 partisans. 

f Sir William Monson says: "The landing at the Groyne was an 
unnecessary lingering and hindrance of the other great and main 
design ; a consuming of victuals, and weakening of the army by the 
immoderate drinking of the soldiers, which brought a lamentable sick- 
ness amongst them ; a warning to the Spaniards to strengthen Portugal ; 
and (what is more than all this) a discouragement to proceed farther, 
being repulsed in the first attempt " (i6o). This is true, except as to 
the waste of provision. Monson himself says, that ** divers of the ships 
had not four days' victuals when they departed from Plymooth '*. 






8W ENGLISH SEAMEN 

coimlted eonceminji it, nor, indeed. Is he noticed in the 
aceoonts of it till the Hect arrivnl At Penichc, The troopi 
landed there, about n ntlle from the town, with much 
diflkal^, owinft to the wind and the surT, and with th« lou 
of one boat, canyin;; twenty-five men. Ewcx cnmmnndcd 
thb partj ; and when men cnuujih had b^en disembarked for 
ftmiing two troopi, he left one to protect the Undinji, and 
adranced with the other aKiinit Rome companies who ulli«d 
fiwn the town to oppose him. The Spaninrdi fled when it 
CMue to the push of the pike : he entered the open town, 
and camiUDned the mitle, which the commandant, Antonio 
de Aimi^ rcvlily surrendered to Antonio, acknowledgm); 
him at hi* kinc- ' 

Here It was agreed tltat the army idiould proceed overland 
to Lisbon, and the fleet meet them in the TafC'U' When 
the annjr was mnrshnlled and ready to aet, Drake, " to make 
known the hi>iii>uml>le desire he had of tAkiii;; equal pnrtu in 
all fortune with them, stood upon the aacent of a hill hj 
which the bittations marched, and, with a pleasing kindneaa, 
took hii leave severally of the conunanden of every regiment, 
wishing them happy ineceas, with a constant [xomise, that if 
the weather did not binder hbn, he would meet them at 
Lisbon with the fleet". The non-performance of this en- 
gagement brought a reproach upon Drake, who may, with 
more cause, be censured for having made it While the anny 
proceeded with little encouragement from the Portuguese, 
whose eager co-operation they had been led to expect, Drake 
sailed for Cascaes and took possession of the town. The in- 
habitant^ who abandoned it upon his landing, retained upoo 
his assurances of all peaceaUe kindness If they would a^ 
knowledge Antonio for their king, and sa|^7 the fleet with 

ss ; but the eastle, having a Spanish garrison, waa 
u Here ha remalDod, till the army, 

I by akknea^ unable for want of aitilkty (the llttla 
•HaUa7t,i44. 
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which thej had bcin/i( in the fleet) to nuke any 
attempt upon Lisbon, knowing themielvei far inferior in 
number to the Spanish troops who were collected a|;aimt 
them, and undeceived as to the influence and ttren;^h of the 
pretender's adherents, gave up thii ill-planned and wonc 
conducted attempt, and came to join him at Cascaet. Ulial- 
ever blame was aflcrwanls imputed to the ailrairal, thoac 
who were on the spot, and were ca|iable of fonning a di** 
passionate opinion, must have admitted the vjdiditj of the 
motives which had withheld him from entering the river. 
Tlie fleet must have passed within culver shot of St Julian'tg 
which was then accounted "one of the most impregnable forta 
to seaward in Kurope : this and the other two fbrta between 
Giscaes and Lislmn Drake might liave passed with a reaaoii* 
able gale " ; but once in the Tagus, the coming out again 
was uncertain : there were galleys in the river ready at any 
advantage to have assailed him : he would have been eapoaed 
to fire ships ; and if a fleet had been brought against him at 
the mouth of the river, he had neither the hope of viciory 
nor of cscA[)c, and the destruction of the amy mutt have 
followed u|H)n tlie loss of the ships.* 

The emigrants whose ex|>ectatinns liad been to cruelly 
disappointed, iniputc<l Drake's breach of promise to hit 
reg.inling the interests of the merchant adventuren rather 
than those of the expetlitionp In'rau^r while he remained at 
Cas(*aes ninny prizes mere brought in there. Most of these 
were rasterlings, of which not fewer than three scores 
belonging to the Hanse towns, and lailen with naval siona^ 
as was sup)»os4-d for another armada, were captured. Some 
were of gn-at bunlen, with little on board, and evidently 
built as hhips of war : it could not be doubted that these 
were for the Spanisli navy. Tlie emliarkaticHi of the troops 
was secured by forcing the CAstlc of C ' as c aes to surrender, 
the commandant requiring only such a display of Ibfvc M 

* Camden. 4ji, 43a. Montoo, 160^ 



sn ENGLISH SEAMEN 

night justify him in oRcring no <uther rcitxtancc. It wu 
occupied then by English troops, till tlie xmument was rcadjr 
to sail, and partialljr blown up at their departure. One 
company had been left at Peniclie, tageth«r with the «ic.k 
Mid wounded ; some vessels were sent to bring then away, 
•nd advices were despatched to the commanding officer over- 
land : the advice arrived in time, but not the ship); ; for the 
eommander, then apprised of what had happened, and learn- 
ing also that an enemy's force wm hastening against him, 
embarked in barques which were on the spot, and with such 
ha»te that he neither brought away the artillcty nor all hit 
men. • 

Ninegnllcyx from Andalusia had entered the Tagus K>me 
day* before the departure of the English ; these, with the 
twelve which were stationed there, fallowed the fleet ; and 
OD the following morning, taking advantage of a dead calm, 
eut off some stragglers, and ran down some who endeavoured 
to escape from them in their boats. One hulk had Captain 
Minahew and his eompany on board, and he waa kcd fight- 
ing to the Uit after hn ship wu oo fire : the ealm meantime 
was such, that none of the great ihipa conld approach to 
assist him, though everj eSbrt was made bf tawing them. 
In this and in another action with a straggler the galleji 
were so roughly bandied, that thqr diacootinned the puisuiL 
The expedition had been inatnicted to plj lor the Aaores if 
the wind were nofthertjr ; but if it hlew fi«n the wnth, 
then tor the Isles of Bayooa. The fleet was diq>er«ed in a 
gale ; but after aercnteen dajra the two commaoders and 
good part of the ihipa were nnited off Vlg& In that intcml 
-many men had been cast orerboard ; far not only was the 
•ickneM nging among them, bat many died of hunger, and 
man must hare perished far lack of mCeient fcod, if the 
mortal!^ which carried off thetr ceomdca had not left a 
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more competent allowance for the turvivora^ Not more tluw 
SOOO effective men were now left. They were landed In two 
bodies : they approached the town on two iide« ; and thoii|»h 
a f trong barricado tiad been constructed at the end of every 
ftreet, no defence was attempted. The inliabitanta deemed 
it prudent to withdraw in time, and had removed with them 
everything of value, except good store of wine. It wa« 
thought too hazardous to make a movement upon Bayoiia. 
whither they had fled, and where they knew, from one of 
their Girunna priMners, that there was a strong garrison. 
The English contented themselves with spoiling the country 
for some seven or eight miles, burning the villages and the 
standing com : then, after setting fire to every house in the 
town, they re-embarked. * 

Still the commanders clung to the hope of returning with 
some booty that might compensate for the loss incurred in 
thi« lucklcM cx]>c<lition. It was agreed that Drake should 
draft the able men into twenty of the best ships, and sail tor 
the Asorcs for the chance of falling in with the Indian fleet, 
while Norris with the rr»t of the armament should return 
home. They partetl with this understanding : on the second 
night there arose a greater storm than any they had en- 
count errd since they left England ; both squadrons were 
dispersed ; and when Norri% twelve days afterwards, reached 
Plymouth, he found tlut Drake had arrived there, and all 
the queen's ships, and many others ; but every venel had 
taken the op})ortuntty, which the storm afforded, of going its 
own way, " some led by a desire of returning whence they 
came, and some," says VVmgAeld, " being powessed of the 
hulks (the Hanse towns' pnzc»)p sought other porta, from their 
gcncrars eye, where they might make their private 
modity of them, — which they did to their own great adi 
tage *'. At Plymouth the army was dittolved, eight eompanaci 

* HaUuyt. isa 
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only being retained : ertrj soldier receired five ihiDingt, and 
** the armi he bare to make money o( and this was beliered 
to be more than could bj any means be dne to them "• * It 
iqipearsy howerer, that some of the men who compared their 
wages with their pains, mmmored against this distribation, 
and that this increased the unpopnlaritj, t which in some 

* ** For they were not in service three months; in wUeh time,** ssjs 
Wtngfield, ••they had their victuals, wMch no nsa wiH value at less 
than half their pi^, fot such te the sOowanee in hsr SMJesty's ships to 
herniarinen; so as there remained bat ten shUHngs a oMmthmoreto 
be paid : for which there was not any private man bat had his appard 
and fomitiire to his own nsa ; so as every comm o n soMlsr discharfsd 
received more in money, victosls, apparsl, snd ftyn l taf dmn his fUf 
did amonnt to** (Haldvyt, 151). 

f«Atoareoontry,*' ssjs Wingfield, •'doth bring forth snny fsUaat 
men, who, desirous of honoar, do pot thsmsstvis into te actions thsrs- 
oi; to doth it many more, who, thoogh their thoqghts laadinot so high 
at others, yet do they listen how other men's sets do pass ; and, aithsr 
believing what any man will report onto them, are willingly carried away 
into errort, or, tied to tome greater man*t foith, b ecom e tecretaries 
againtt a noted truth. The one tort of thete take their opinions firom 
the highway tide, or, at the farthett, go no forther than Paul's, to 
inquire what hath been done in thit voyage ; where if they meet with 
any whote capacity before their going out coold not make them live, 
nor their valour maintain their reputation, and who went only for tpoil, 
complaining on the hardnett and mitery thereof^ they think they are 
bound to give credit to thete honett men who were parties therein, ind, 
in very charity, become of their opinions. The others, to make good 
the faction they are entered into, if they tee any of thoee malcontents 
(at every journey yieldeth tome), do run unto them, like tempting tpiritt, 
to confirm them in their humour, with assorsacs that they foresaw, 
before our going out, what would b ecom e thcreol 

** Be ye not, therefore, creduloot in believing every report ; for there 
have been many more beholders of thete things that have pamed than 
actort in the tame ; who, by their experience not having ths knowledge 
of the ordinary wants of war, have thought that to be hard, not to have 
their meat well dressed, to drink sometimes water, to watch much, or to 
tee men die snd be sUin, was a miserable thing; and not having so 
given their minds to the ssrvioa as tbeyars anything in s tn i rt sd thsrehy, 
do, for want of bsctar matlsr, disoourss ofdinari^ of thssa tfaiags" (p. 151). 
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degree is generally attached to the leaden of an ansoeecaifti 

expedition. • 

A vcr)' ricli booty is said to have been brought home, and 
1 50 pieces of great ordiuuice ; but the Iom ot lives liad been 
very great, of 12,500 men little more than 6000 returning : 
the Spaniards exaggerated the loss to 16,000 ; and, trmcin;; 
to the disea5»e which the survivors brought home a great 
mortality which ensued, they said tliat England suffered more 
for having sent an armada against Spain, tlian Spain fer 
having sent an annada against England, t Yet the result of 
tlie expedition wa.s to confirm the English people in that 
opinion of their superiority to tlie Spaniards, wbetiier at icm 
or in the field, which they had now begun to entertain ; and 
the spirit of adventure became more general. Eliaabeth't 
conduct toward the Hanse towns encouraged that spirit. 
She hod warned those towns against carr^'ing provisions or 
military' stores into Spain or Portugal, upon peril of lo^ng 
ships and lading, acconling to special treaty in tiiis case, 
and to the acknowledged practice and law of nations. Con- 
scious that they were violating that treaty, and amenable to 
that law, the easterlings took the perilous course, north aboat, 
rather than risk (MAsing the Channel ; but when their ahipa 
were captured off the mouth of the Tagus, they complained 
as if their privileges had been violated, and called ft>r resti- 
tution. Tlie queen replietl, that their ships, being employed 
in carrying warlike stores to the enemies of England, she had 
lawfully taken them, and could not have done othenrtie, 
unless she would wilfully bring destruction u[ion henelf and 
her people. Privileges, to which they appealed, might 
neither be cUimed nor allowed to the prejudice of the public 
safety, which is the highest law : nor was the appeal main- 
tainable in itself; for in the privilege granted by ?!idward I. 
to the Hanse towns, it was expressly provided that thcj 



• HakJuyt, 131. 131. f Faria y ffowM. 197 
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ihonld not carry may mcrchandiie into the dominioot of the 
declared enemies of England. More than onee had their 
•hipt been detained heretofiire, when^ during war with 
France, they had supplied the Fkeneh with stotes ; and this 
had been done not by England only, bat by Charles V., the 
Kings of Sweden, Denmark, and Poiand, and recently by the 
Prince of Orange, according to the law of natioos ; tar nen- 
trslity must so be used, that the nentnds irfiiie thqr help one 
party hurt not the other. Referring then to the tone of 
their demands, she reminded them that It did not become 
dties and towns to use menaces to kings ; tor her part she 
feared not the threats of the greatest mon a rc h i c mndi Ie« 
of particular cities ; and as fer the due and Just ri|^ts of 
neighbourhood, she punctually observed them with all men. ^ 

Whatever murmurs had been raised agaiiiat the eoodnct 
of the Portugal voyage, Drake's diameter wus too well ea- 
tablishcd both in the estimation of the court and of the 
people to be seriously affected by them : the feilure of that 
expedition was sufficiently accounted for by want of means, t 
want of co-operation on the part of Antonio's party, and the 
mortality among the troops. And when, in the year 159^ 
in conjunction with Sir John Hawkins, he p ropos ed to the 
goTcmment to set on foot an armament against the West 
Indies, the project was readily entertained. 

Hawkins, afler his unhappy adventure at St Juan de Ulloa, 
seems to have given up the career of enterprise. In 1573 he 
had been appointed treasurer or comptroller of the navy, a 
high and arduous office, which he discharged so ably that he 
is said to have introduced more usefel inventions into the 
navy, and better regulations, than any of his p r edec ess ors. 
He acted as rearnidmiral against the armada, and received, 

* Cs m d cn , 433. 

t Momon ■ajn* that, la bit oplniofi, ths two ftncrsls aevcr ovmboc 
thcmielvet owrs, than la onddrtakiiif so great a charft with so littis 
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on that occasion, the honour of kni^^hthood, which he had 
well deserved. During a long coune of tenricr, he had 
obtained a great name in his profession, and, notwithstaiidiii|( 
his loM in the Gulf of Mexico, no inconsiderable fiDrtunc, far 
he and his elder brother were at one time owners of thirtj 
good ships. * The queen, no doubt in consequence oi hk 
representations, resolved upon putting her nayj npoo a 
better and more regular footing than it had before been, and 
assigned a yearly sum of 8970/. t for keeping it in repair ; 
and in the same year, 15()0, she sent ten of her own thipa» 
under Hawkins and Sir Martin FrobiUier, to threaten the 
coast of Spain, and intercept the Indian shipa. But the 
Spaniards obtained intelligence of this in time to send 
dcs}>Atches out, and order the homeward-bound fleet to 
winter in India, rather tlian run the haxani of falling in with 
this force ; others, which wrre on their way, either meeting 
with timely advice, or warned by their own forethought, 
kept at a distAncc from the islands, and by that unsuspected 
courhc reached Lislnm safely. Hawkins, therefore, cniiicd 
about in vain, and with such singular ill success that not a 
single prize fell into his handv A landing which he at- 
tempted at F*ayal was not more foKunate ; and after seven 
months he retunietl, without loss indeed, but without anj 
apparent advantage, though it was known aflerwanis that the 
delay of a year in thrir expected returns had proved moat 
injurious to the S|>anish merchants, and that the ships as well 
as their owners sufTcred greatly. No blame could be imputed 
to the ct)mmandcrs. Sir John, however, thought it neceiairy 
to ofTcr 54>me apology in the rrp<»rt of his voyage : this he 
did at considerable length ; and concluded by reminding the 
queen that Paul planteth and ApoIIm watereth, but it ia God 
who givrth the increase. This ill-applied allusion to Schp> 
ture IS said to liave provoked from Elisabeth a chanictcmlie 

* Campbell, i^ 415. t Camden, 4)9. Ladiard, 174. 
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bunl of anger }—'' God's dei^!" the ezeblmed: '"this 
fool went out « mAdier, and is oome lioaie a dhrine "•* 

This was bat a momentaiy feeling ; aod when Dnke and 
Hawkins, ^ presuming much upon their own eKperience and 
knowledge," p r o p osed that a West Indian vojage should be 
undertaken, and offisred to engage deqilj In il^ the queen 
eoncurred in a project, of which, in the opinkm of all men, 
the most promising expectations were entertainen Mudi 
had been done to impede the prepamtkma of FhlUp fer a 
second attempt at invaskm, much to li^ure the Spaniards^ 
and more to iiTitate them ; but Philip was both a deteimfaicd 
and a powerful enemj. Till the feieed union with Fovtqgalt 
Spain had made little account of its maj, its onlj maritime 
war baring long been what was carried on with the Ifahome- 
dan powers within the Straits ; but the wpoA fommittad bj 
the En^ish expedition^ fiur and near, not upoo the seas 
alone, but in the islands, in the West Indies^ upon the coasts 
of Chili and Peru, and eren in its own most important and 
best fortified ports, made the goremment feel the necessity 
of nusing a maritime force, wherewith at once to be protected 
and rcTcnged. This object had been pursued with such 
diligence, that within three years after the feilure of the 
armada, the Spaniards had a formidable fleet ; and in three 
years more 69 ships, built at the king's charge, had been 
added to it, most of them of 1000 tons' burden and upwards. 
When hostilities begun, the Spanish ships were ''huge and 
mighty in burden, weak and ill-foshioned in building, lame 
and slow in sailing, and fitter for merchandise than war," 
baring indeed ** been more intended for it " ; old seamen, 
like Hawkins, used to maintain that one of the queen's ships 
could beat firar of them. They were now constructed for 
war, and were so superior to the Fjigliih ships in strength 
andweightofmetal, that nothing but English seamanship and 
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Enf^lish coorm^ could have eontcnded agminst tocli superi- 
oritT. But the Spaniards also had good sailcxsy thoogfa onlj 
from their Dorthem ports ; for the Catalans no longer sup- 
ported their ancient reputation. Most of their offioers, fitm 
the imnk of captain downward, were BiscajmnSy with whom 
(it is the testimony of an English admiral than whom none 
of his age had seen more scnrice) there were few that oould 
he compared for knowledge, hardiness, and Yakrar. But the 
Biscayans made hut a small part of the sailors : the discipline 
of the navy was bad ; and the naval senrice was regarded 
with contempt by the military. 

Rumours were abroad that a second and more fbrmidable 
armada had been completed, and intelligence came horn 
many quarters that the conquest of England would again be 
attempted. Upon this, men were levied in all the maritime 
counties, and watch and ward aj^inted to be kept upon the 
sea coasL The apprehension was as general as it had been 
in 1588 ; and now, too, as then, the sense of danger brought 
with it nothing like dismay. It was, indeed, lamented, that 
so much brave blood and so much treasure had been lost in 
France, wasted, as it were, in aid of insincere allies ; but " all 
men," says Camden, * *' buckled themselTes to war ; and 
wailing women, with renewed grie( lamented that their soils 
and brethren who had &llen in that thankless senrice had 
not been reserved for these times ". On this account the 
West Indian voyage was delayed, to the great cost of the 
adventurers : it was deemed unfit to send away so manjr good 
ships and men while there was reason to think they might 
be wanted in our own seas, and on Fjiglish ground. The 
Spaniards, however, effected no more than what sufliced to 
show that however vigilantly the Channel might be guarded, 
partial descents were always possible. They had possesskm 
at that time of Blavet in Bretagne, a small but strong plsoe 

P.497- 
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upon the riyer of that uune, from the raini of which Port 

Louis WM afterwaidi constructed. From thence D. Diego 

Biocfaen, with four gnUejSy under frvoumUe opportunity of 

weather, crossed the mouth of the Channel, and effected a 

ir landing at Pensance. They sadted and burnt that place, 

' with the two poor fishing towns of Moosdiole and Newlin ; 

; but the inhabitants had taken flight No life was lost, and 

i no prisoner taken ; and the galleys letsmed as safely as they 

I came.* 

' • If the object of this descent was to impress the English 

with the belief that a great invasioo was to fellow, it not only 
felled, but produced an opposite effect Tyrone, indeed, in- 
duced by Romish instlgationi^ and relying upon Spanidi 
I support, commenced a rebellion in Ireland, whidi added 

){ new horrors to the barbarous histoiy of that most barbarous 

island But though this disquieted EJiBsbetfa's councils, so 

little apprehension was entertained of any danger from the 

Spaniards at home, that Hawkins and Drake were allowed 

to begin their Toyage. Their force consisted of 26 sail, and 

about 2500 men. Six were queen's ships, Drake sailing in 

the D^nce, and his colleague in the GarUmd. Sir Thomas 

Baskcrville was the commander by land, and Sir Nicholas 

J ClifTord his lieutenant-general. The first intent of this cz- 

j pedition was, that they should land at Nombre de Dios, 

' — march across the isthmus to Panama, and seise what treasure 

; might be there, which it was supposed would be much, and, 

if they thought it feasible, keep possession of that place. 
But a few days only before they sailed horn Plymouth 
letters came fiom the queen. Informing them, upon sure 
Intelligence fiom Spain, that the West Indian fleet had 
arriTcd, but that one treasure shlp^ having lost a mast, had 

* Camden, 499. Mofiaon,i67. Lediafd,3io. ** These," says Carodcn, 
** were the first and last Spaniards that ever nade any hostile landing in 
Enfiand.** It seeais that Pcro Nino*ft nasM was aever so will (or, rather, 
so iO) kaowB hem, as that of his conHipomry, Airipsy, in Spain. 
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put back to Puerto Kico ; wherefore the ofdered them to 
take the good opportunity thus presented, and make (or thii 
great prise, — a couree which was the more adrised, became 
it was not much out of their way to Nombre de DicM. * 

They '' brake ground " (in the phrase of their own joor- 
nalist) "out of Plymouth Sound on the SBth of August, 1595, 
and at the end of four weeks arrived ofl* the Isle of Grand 
Canar}'. Drake and Raskervillc were for landing here. Car 
the honour of conquering it, as well as for the take of 
Tictualling the fleet. Hawkins was fi»r obeying the queen's 
instructions, and losing no time in accomphshing the main 
enteqirise ; but the sailors represented their need of a supply 
of pmvisiuns : this is said to have been a pretence on their 
part, who had the hope of plunder iH-ftire their eyes ; and 
when lUskcrville engaged to take the place within four daym, 
Hawkins consented. This having l»ern determined, they 
found at daybreak that thry had overshot their mark ; so 
they stocxl alxiut, and by nine o'clock were at anchor befiire 
the tort, alM)ut a league eastward of the city of Sl Anna, and 
at one, 140<) men were in readiness to land in a sandy bay 
between the city and the fort. Rut the hours which had 
elapsed since the fleet flrit hove in sight had been well 
employed in erecting a bulwark, and planting ordnance to 
coniniAnd the landing-place ; seeing which, and that a heavy 
surf was then breaking on the beach, the generals perceived 
tluit they cf>uKI not make the attempt without too great and 
manifest a risk. After a vain demonstratum, therefore, m 
which some of the smaller ships nding at anchor within 
musket shot of the shore were in some danger, they went to 
the western side of the island, and there watered. A few 
men venturing rashly to some distance from the shore were 
set upon by the herdsmen, who with their dogs and slaves 
killed most of them, and took pnsoner the iurgeaa of one of 

* Mooion. 167. 
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the ships, fitmi whom they learnt all that he knew oon- 
\ ceming the objects of the mjage. And upon this the 

}' governor deqiatched a caimval to all those places which were 

i « threatened. This warning, however, had been anticipated 

^. by advices from the Spanidi OovemmenI which readied 

\ ' the West Indies before the expedition sailed from England, 

(• — BQch early and sore intelligenoe had that gov em meni 

|l obtained.* 

A month, afterwards^ when they were near Martinico, 

Drake, being ahead with fimr or five other ships^ was sepa^ 

i ated from the rest of the fleet in a gale. Th^ made Cm 

Dominica, he tar Bfarigalanle, and thqr joined eonqianj 
again at Gnadaloape. Some trafic had bMn carried onal 
Dominica, where great store of lobaeeo was grown, whid 
If '( ''most of the English and Fkench used to pnrdiase from tin 

Caribs, with knives, hatdiets^ mw% and snch like iron tools^" 
— no slight indication of i|nprovement in the Indians^ i1 
beads, hawk-bells, prisms, and other toys had ceased to \m 
received in payment It is said . that these Indians had 
tt pUntations of various fruits in Marigalante, which they kept 

like gardens ; but there seems no assignable reason why the} 
should have made their plantations on another island instead 
of their own. Having reached Guadalonpe, the expeditioi: 
watered there, washed the ships, set up the pinnaces, th< 
materials of which they had taken out, and landed the mei 
that they might refresh themselves on shore. *t 

The day after Drake's arrival there, five Spanish gabroi 

were seen, ships of SOO tons ; firom which, as their courM 

I was by Dominica toward Puerto Rico^ Drake rightly con 

eluded I that the treasure was still in that island, and thai 

• ' this force had been ord er ed thither to convoy it : the] 

[. belonging to a squadron of eight, which had been sent Urn 

that purpose, onder^ Don P^dro TeUo. Captain Wignol ii 
the Fnmdi, a barque of thir^Mlv<e tons, being the lasi 
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ftimggler of Hawkins's fleet, fell in with them, md was ea^ 
tured in tight of a caraval that eseaprd, and carried tidinga 
of the capture to the commandeim. It is said that Hawkins^ 
foreseeing but too clearly the conicqaences of this misfiifftaDC, 
immediately sickened. Tcllo, in fact, put his pr is on ci a to 
the torture, * and thus extracted from them a declamtaoa 
of what he might, with sufficient certainty, have iatServed 
from the appearance of an English force in those seaa. Thit 
expedition tarried at Guadaloupe three days after this mishap^ 
and for this the commanders hare been censured ; but it mmj 
be doubted whether any haste which they could now have 
made would have been attended with better speed, ^'^^ly 
once more on the ith of November, they came to aDehor, eo 
the morning of the 8th, within the Virgin Islands : thia 



* Lope dc Vc^a rclatci this in lines, ■ome oC which sia ai 
the others are chiractcriMic : — 

** 5if;uicndo puci lu curio por la pista, 

Y la del mar rompicndo en blanca cspaaa. 
Llcvando cada prospers fra^^ata 

El mar y el vicnio como Icve pluma ; 
Dm naviot cncucntia y dcskarata 

Dc aquclla Xn|;leta referida tiuns, 
Entre la Dominica y Matalino, 
Ulai del mar. y ventaa del camino. 

! *' Huyc el uno. {;anando el harlovenio. 

Y abricndo lot cofttadot lai c«pucUt 

i Al cava'ilo del mar, que v^vala al vicnio, 

• LIcno dc paiamcntos dc aut vclas ; 

I Echando el ouo a fondo. y iiemprc aicnte 

I A cntendcr lut ardidct y cauiclaa, 

■ Dice y ocho Inj;leMa que tom6 prcgunta, 

V el tugro y mrtxQi £0» ict hMSiioiJuuts. 

" Al tormcnto conficMan los que tiencn 
Tan f^an odio. aeAor. al confetaartc, 
' Que dc Plemoa con cl Draqoc vieacn.** etc 

•-4. 
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been accounted dsngeroaSy bat they fimnd a good road, ^ in 
which 1000 sail might hare lain in fiwrteen, twelT^ and eight 
fitthom, fiiir sand and good anchonge, with high islands on 
either side ". They could find no fresh water, bnt plen^ 
of fish to be taken either with hooks or net, and the men 
went ashore and fowled ; after tanying two digrt her^ th^ 
lingered two more in a lesser soond, about a league distant, 
which Drske expk>red the preceding night in his baige. If 
it be tme that a difference of opinkm had arisen b e tw e en the 
eommanderiy it may explain a delqr frir whidi there would 
otherwise be no apparent reason. That dispute is said to 
have caused or accelerated Hawkina's death : on the morn- 
ing of the 12th the fleet passed throi^ the strait ; and at 
nighty when it was off the fiasUmmnstL and of Plierlo Bico^ 
he breathed his last * 

Sir Thomas Baskenrille took the place of this brave old 
seaman in the Garkmd, and at two in the afternoon of the 
same day the fleet anchored in a sandy bay, two miles east 
of Puerto Rico city, and within reach of its finrts. Drake 
paid dearly for this imprudence. One shot wounded his 
mizsen, another entered the steerage, where he was at supper, 
and struck the stool from under him : he, indeed, escaped 
unhurt ; but several of the party were wounded, and two of 
them to deatlL Sir Nicholas Clifford was one, the other was 
Sir Francis's bosom friend. Master Brown, who had been 
christened by the unseemly name of Brute, taken, no doubt, 
from the fabled stoiy of our Trojan descent ''Ah, dear 
Brute," said Drake, " I could griere for thee ! but now is no 
time for me to let down my spirits ! " t No time was lost in 
remoring to a safer distance ; and on the (bUowing morning 
they came to anchor ''before the point without the town, 

* Hakluyt, 5S4. Lcdisffd, 310, 311. 

t Puller rcUtet this, •* fron ths BMath of Henry DralM, Esq., thcrs 
prcttnt,** whoa hs tpMikt of as Us " osar aad wormy pariihioiicr« laidy 
' {fidjf SUU, IS9). 
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A little to the westward : there they retiuined till uight&ll, 
and then twrntj-five pinnaces, boats, and shallopfs, well 
manned, and furnished with fireworks and small shot, entered 
the road ". 

Tlic galleon which was the preat object of this enterprise 
had been completely repaired, and was even on the pomt of 
sailing; for S|Miin, when the certain intelli^^ence of this in- 
tended attack reached the island. The S|ianiards prrparrd 
themselves with ef)ual promptitude and determinatum for 
defence : they landed the treasure, sunk the f^alleon in tlie 
mouth of the channel, and made a tloatiny; barrier of masts^ 
on both sides, almost to the forts and castle, so as to render 
the passA;;e im]>as.sable. Within this barrier the fire aUiraa 
were htationcd : their latling had been taken out ; and, that 
nothing might l>e unnecessarily risked, all women, chikdren, 
and unable ]H*rM)ns liad liecn sent into the interior, none 
remaining in the town but men who were able tn defend iL 
A heavy fire w.is opened. U)th fntm the ship^ and forts, upon 
the Kiiglish ; and it lK*came more destructive when they liad 
succredrd with tlicir fireworks in netting the ships in fiaraes^ 
f«)r by tliat brtMil light the forts were enablnl to direct their 
shot. Vet the ndventureri persisted in their desperate at* 
tempt, till they Imd lost vmie forty or fi t\y men. by their 
own are«mnt, killed, and as many more woundeil ; consul in^ 
themselves with the thought that " there was aI%o |cre«l 
death of the Sp.ini.iriis aU>.ird the t'rigates, with burning, 
drowning, and killing. Upsides Munc taken pri-sonen". I>e- 
feated, but not disheartened, they returned to the fleet, and 
remained at HMcIior tlie nc&t day. One of the aabras had 
been cimhumed to the water's edge : tlie S|ianiartls employed 
the day in waqiiiig up the other fr»ur, ail of which had been 
mi»re or les> injured ; and one, as they wrre rrmovrng her, 
WAS M*en to Sink. But no renewal of the attack was at- 
tempted ; Drake lingered another day as if unwilling to 
abandon the enterprise, tiiough he now perceived it to be 
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hopelcM : two more he wnt deUined by calms ; then pm- 
ceeded to the aonth-west point of tiii^ island, and there set 
op more pinnace^ w^tsht^d his shFps, and refreshed his men 
on ihore. * And hero a Spanish nutn and woman took refuge 
with him. The mnn's storj' was, " that he feared some grrat 
tonnent for not hnving repaired to the town, according to 
the ffovcmoi'i command, to amiiit in its defence, — and that 
the woman waa tiii wife". Whntevcr may have been tlic 
BKrtlTcs (or their flight, Drake waa too liumanc a man to 
rehue them the oirans of ncnpc. 

Taking ft final drjiarture from Puerto Rieo on the 85th of 
Norember, the Aevl anchored under Cape de la Vela on the 
la«t day of the mniilh ; and on the morrow the troop* w«re 
landed, and without resistance took potucMion of Rio de la 
Hacha, " ooe of the ancicjitest town* in all the main, al- 
though not yery Inrge ". After a while the Spaniards " came 
in to talk of a ransom, but not to the ffeneral's liking"; 
finding this negotiation fruitleu, Drake went with wme 150 
men by water to the Rancheria, six league* distant, which 
was the station for the pear) fishery, and there a few aoldiem 
were taken and many negroes, with some store of pearis and 
other pillage : after this an agreement was mode that the 
Spaniards should pay 84,000 dncata for the ransom of the 
town, and one prisoner 4000 for his own. Four days elapoed : 
the ransom was then proffered in pearis ; but theM w«n 
ntcd so dear, that Drake refused to accept them, and oent 
them back, giving the Spaniards four houn to make a more 
satisbctoij payment, or abide the consequence. Hia fio- 
eeeding here was more honourable than tbein ; for after a 
farther delay of two days, the gorenar having obtafaied « 
■afie conduct, came into the town, and told Drake plainly 
that no ronaom would be paid ; that the pearia had been 
oflcred without his command or eooaent ; and, in tttt, that 
he had drawn out the time in negotiatlasH far no other Intent 
'HMmyUiH. Ladiari,3ii. 
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than to send intelligence to those towns which were nol 
strong enough to defend themxelves, that m thej might 
secure their property hj csrr}'ing it into the woods. How- 
ever incensed Drake may have been by this avowal (if it were 
actually made), he respected the word which he had given, 
and the Spaniard was allowed to depart in safety. * 

The vengeance which the invaders took was to bum the 
toKvn and the lUnchcria " dean down to the ground,** the 
churches only excepted, and the house of a lady, who wrote 
to Drake, requesting him to spare iL Proceeding now along 
the coast they came to Siinta Martha, and found in the town 
nothing " but the houses swept clean " ; but in the course of 
the night the lirutcnant-grncral of the Spanuuds was taken, 
and a little Ninty brought in from the woocU. That town 
als«) they burnt on the Slst, and on the 27th entered the 
harlniur of N ombre de Dios. The place was abandoned at 
their approach ; but al>out 100 men kept the fort, played 
upon the invaders with a few umall pieces of ordnancep 
waited till they could give also a volley of small shot, and 
then, as the Knglish were running to the a!i\ault, took to 
flight, and struck into the woods. "The name of Nombre de 
Dios was greater than its strength," this fort being its only 
work of defence, " though they might have made it stranger 
if they would ". So tlie invaders thought : they soon dta- 
c<ivered tliAt the SfMnMnls rriird, with sufficient wisdom, 
u|Min tlie attacliiiieiit of the ruiti%-es, the strrngth of the 
countr)-, and iU eliinate — Inring " ver^' unhealthy as any 
place in the Indies," and its abundant fruits — being " very 
dangerous to be eatrn fur breeding of diseases ". The re- 
moval of pro|)erty had Inrcn complete : nothing of any value 
had been left ; and " tlicrr was a show in their shops of 
great store of merrhandiiu* tliat haii been there ". Nothing 
fell into the cunquertirs' hands except twenty tons of sdver, 
two bars of gold, some money, and other pilla^ which tKcj 

• Haklayt, ySs. 
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fimnd in « little watch-houie, on the lumtnit or 4 hill, in tKe 
vroods.* 

Drake renuUiKd hcrp with the fle«t while Biiak«rville 
with 750 men went for I'uiara.i, on the second day After 
their MiivmL Two days longer Drake waited, nppftrcnllj', to 
■ee whether the S)Mniards would raitMim the town : they had 
either been itrictly forbidden to do this, or they were too 
hij^t-minded, or, perhaps, did not think it worth rmnsoraing ; 
tot, though UrgCy tlie houses were nil built of timber, and 
the lingle church, " whicli wu very fair and large, wo* of no 
better materiaU ". On the last day uf the year he burnt 
half the town, end the other half on the morrow, together 
with all the frigetes, barques, and galllott, which were fn the 
IT drkwn u|i on the beach, where houiiea were built 
B to keep the pitch from melting. Baakcrville, 
; Ibtind the march on which he had entered "lo 
iore aa nerer Englishman marched brfore": the way waA very 
narrow, cut through the woods and roclu, utd at that Muoa 
full of mire and water ; and the cnemj, knowing the groaiid 
well, played upon them from every point of most adnntage. 
When they had advanced some ten leagnet, aceoiding to 
their computation, which aeema to ttave meamred the divtancc 
by the difficulty, they came aoddenlj upon a fort in « mais 
velloua atrait way, by which they oeedi mnat p«i^ and 
from which, before they were aware, a 6re wat opened npoo 
them, whereby more than twenty men, including fear offieen, 
were killed. ThU check made Badcerrille come to a ctuid ; 
and underatanding then that if he nicceeded in taking thla 
fortf there were two other auch on the way, and that 

■ HiUuyt, 3S6. 

t FoUcT wy* ; " TlM7 bad so nnch el tfaia bnaktei, thqr thoegbi lh«r 
tboBldturfeit of adinoet aod (appet c( tha Mme. Nobopaaf ecMqaaai, 
CKcpt whb cloying ths jawi of death, and IhtMllng Mca w Ihi ■enh 
of the cannon. Wbcidbre, feuii^la And Iha pravwb iraa, that |Cid 
■ajbeboofbtioadaar.dMTratafBadutfasfaAipa" (tfa^5Mf,i3^ 
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Panama had been rendered very ftron|;, "the SpuriUnU 
knowinf; of their coming Ion;; before/' he thought it nrco^ 
sary to return ; for which rev>Iution, mortifying as it waa, 
there wax this fartlicr urgent motive, that hit men had do 
food led, nor any means of getting it There had either 
been great improvidence on hi^ part in not being better pn»- 
vided, or Drake had relied upon his old friends the Maroooa, 
who on this occasion failed him. He returned, the r e fa ce, 
with a wear)', hungry', and dispirited anny to Nombre dc 
Dios on the fourth day. * 

Nor was this the last disaster that befell tliis unfortunate 
ex}K'dition. There was an Indiaxi settlement some lialf a 
league inland, towanl which a detachment of about 100 men 
advanced, while Drake and lUskerville were witli a watcna|^ 
party in the river alx)ut a mile distant. The Indians broke 
down a bridge to ini])ede their ]MLssage, and fnom an ambusb 
killed an officer, and wounded several others ; then taking to 
flight, tired their own hou>es, thrn*by manifesting the deep 
hatred against the Knglish with which the S|KUiianis bad now 
|)ossessed them. On the 5th the fleet departed, having 
tarried there too long, and on the 10th anchored otf" an 
island called Ilscudo, M>nie thirty leagues westward of 
Nombre de Dios, and nine or ten from the main. There 
was g(NHl aiirlionige tiicre, on fair haml, m twelve fatiMJcna, 
and the ihland was covered with wood, and abounded with 
excellent water. Here they %»a.shed their ships, and set up 
the rest of their pinnaces. Hut this also was "a sickly 
climate, and given to much rain : <me of the captains died 
here, and Drake bi'gan t(» keep hi.<» cabin, being extremely 
sick of a tlux ". Death Has now busy m the HeeL Two 
more captains and the chief mirgenn died of tiie prevailin|[ 
sickness. On the night of the v!7th, Drake's disease stopped 
on him, but there was no symptom of ametidmenL Hia 
mind seems to have isaxulered at three in the morning : ^hm 

• Hakluyt, iBt, 5B7. 
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used tome tpeedies a litUe before his death, rWng and 
apparelling himaelf ; bat, being brought to his bed again, he 
died within an hour". Some have siiertcd that he was 
poisoned ; * bat of this there is neither proof nor probsbill^ : 
the climate was poison enon^ and a woonded qrfrit tmaj, 
periuqps, have predisposed the bodj to imbibe it % 



• M Sir Francit Drske,** aajt Mofiaon, ** who was woat to rale ivtone, 

now nndiiii^ dm cffOf « snd tbs difiefsiioe bctwtsa tbs pmcnt slfcngui of 

tlie Indict snd what it was when he firat knew it, graw meiancholy apoa 

this diiippointmc nt, snd andd en ly (sad 1 hope nsiafsiy) died at Paerto 

\ Bdlo, not fu from the place where he got Us fist tepiitstion ** (p. 167). 

And sgsin (p. 368): •« Fortune did oMKhiwhfaB; hat at hisdesth ths 
was sngry with him : liret. In that there was a doobt whetlNr it 
nstnral s eeoondly (snd the heet tiis Mends csa ssgrX tlMl it w» 
hy friei; iar ikiUng of his CKp e ctsti o n hi that ¥Oy> g s*» 
I \* Lope de Vega repreeents his own psopls ss ghriag Idm poisoa, at te 

fawt%iitioa of one of the ftvies. **1>rshe,** hssqrs, **wssswafaofthis 
intention, and would taste no tod till it hsd heen tested ; upon wliich 
they edministered the poiaon m mm midiama^ snd hy thst mesns 
reached hie heart* 

*' Mirad la de tv entura la niina 
De aquel hombre atrevido y indomable 1 

ICirad que triste gencro de moerte 
Del cnerpo el alma a loe infiemoe vierte.** 

DragomUa^ p. 47a. 

t This was Fullcr*8 opinion, who bad heard the particolars from a 
kinsman of Drake*s present in the expedition. His account is, that Sir 
Francis*s discontent began **to tod upon him. He conceived that 
expectation — a merciless usure r com puting each day since his departure, 
exacted an interest and return of honour and profit proportionable to 
his great preparations, and transcending hie tomer achievementa. He 
saw that all the good which he had done in thia voyage consisted in the 
evil he had done to the Speniarda afrr off; whereof he could prceent 
but small visible proofii in England. Theee apprehensaoos, acoompanjr* 
ing, if not causing, the disease of the iux, wroaght hie sudden death. 
And sickness did not so much nntie Ua dothee, as eorrow dad read at 
oooe the robe of hie morddity aeundsr " (p. ijo). 

} Hakfaiyt, 5»7. Sn. 
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il I I The fleet anchored the same daj at Puerto Bello ; and it 

Iwas in sight of that place '' horn whence he had borxowed so 
large a reputation by his fortunate successes" that Drake 
i, jij received a sailor s funeral, ^ his body in a leaden coffin being 

committed to the deep, with the solemn senrice of the 
English Church, rendered more impressive by YoUeys of 
musketry, and firing of guns in all the ships of the fleet. 
He had made his will, appointing Thomas his brother and 
Captain Jonas Bodenham executors, and leaving all bis lands 
to that brother s son, except one manor, which he bequeathed 
to Bodenham. t 

The remaining history of the expedition may briefly be 
told. Baskerville succeeded to the command of the admiral, 
Bodenham to the Defiance. They found nothing to plunder 
at Puerto Bello and little to destroy. A council was beld, 
and it was determined to " turn up again for Santa Martha,** 
if by any means they could, otherwise to go directly fcr 
England ; their whole number at this time, sick and sound, 
amounting only to 2000. Baskerville put all his 

* Instead of an epitaph, these verses were written on htm :«— 
" Where Drake first found, there last he lost hit name* 
And for a tomb left nothing but his £une. 
His body's buried under some great wave ; 
The sea, that was his glory, is his grave : 
On whom an epitaph none can truly make. 
For who can say, ' Here lies Sir Francis Drake * ? ** 
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2 '* Nor shall I here pass over in silence,** Prince adds, ** what another in 

I [ those days added on the same occasion : — 

** * The waves became his winding sheet, the waters were his tomb ; 
But for his fame the ocean sea was not sufficient room *•** 
The notice of his death in the Indiee ChronologUo Pimmmo is curioiia 
for its double error, and as showing how important a personage be 
appeared to the Spaniards : '* El ai^o de 96 muri6 Francisoo Draqoe el 
Cosario que dio tanto cuidado en ambot mares. Sv moete fiie de 
fermedad en Portobelo. Su madre le abia parido en on navio en el 
y file harto muriesse en tiena.** 

. ] t Hakluyt, 588. 
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mihofc; mn act of commendable humanity nn lib part, (br twoof 
them hail bren lilwrat«d uii toHdiliou of rFturnin;; with the 
raiuom agreed on for some of thr n-st, and nothing; had Ix-en 
heard of them. It was an net of cnnxidcrntion nlsa for thnse 
of hi* own people who were in the Spaniards' hondi. As he 
waa aetting sail, there came one with a flag of truce, to sa/ 
that, if he would tarry eigitt or ten d«y«, eighteen of hit 
men, who had bccu taken prisoners and well used, should l>c 
Lnvaght to him from P.tnams. The Spaniardi were probably 
aincere in Uiis ; but the English supposed their olfcr wa« 
meant only m " a delay to Iiecp liiem tlicrc till the king's 
ibrcea bad eomc about by sco, a« they daily expected " ; and, 
periiapi^ tbey were a» desiruu* of hastening frunt tliat deadly 
region at of escaping a conflict with a far superior force. So 
th^ departed ; and not being «ble to bold their course tor 
SanU Martha, fell in off the Isle of Pinos with twenty sail, 
which having been refreshed at the Havannah, were then 
standing for C«pc dc ios Corricntcs. This wiu a third part 
of the Carthagcna lleet, which was sent out with iiistrucUons 
to seek the English with its whole foree whereaoever they 
might be heard oL " Ai soon aa they dcacried u^" laya the 
writer, " they kept cloae upon a tnck, thinking to get the 
wind of us, but we weathered them. And when our admiml 
with all the rest of our fleet were right in the wind's eye of 
them. Sir Thomas Baikcrrille patting out the queca'a arms, 
and all the rest of our fleet their brsveij, bare room with 
them, and commanded the D^fUmce not to ahoot, bat to keep 
close by to succour him. The vice-wbninJ of the Spaniards 
being a greater ship than any of onia, and the beat sailer in 
all their fleet, lufled hj and gave the Comeonl the two firrt 
great shot, which she repaid prcaently i^aln. Thna the fight 
began ; the BoMDcatew bare (iill with her, ringing her aoch 
■ peal of oidnance and amall shot withal, that be left her 
with ton ddca. Tbt admiral, alao^ made no qiare of powder 
and shot Bat the i>pbM«; in the mUat of the SpaoU ioe^ 
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thundering off her. ordnance and small shot, eooUnued the 
fight to the end ; so that the vice-admiral and three or fear 
of her consorts were forced to tack about to the eaftward, 
leaving their admiral and the rest of the fleet, who cmme 
not so hotly into the fight as they did. The fight cootinscd 
two hours and better. At sunset all the fleet tacked aboot 
to the eastward : we continued our course to the westwanL 
That night, some half hour after, their fleet keeping upoo 
their weatlier quarter, we saw a mighty smoke rise out of 
one of their great ships wliich stayed behind, which happened 
by means of powder, as we think ; and presently after ahe 
was all on a li^ht fire, and so was consumed, and all bornl, 
as we mi;;ht well |>crceive." • 

The English were evidently so weak that they did oot 
seek a renewal of the action, and the Spaniards were glad lo 
shun it Ba.sker\'ille touched at Flores on his way home, and 
there Unded two Portuguese pilots whom they had taken 
with them from England. They reached Plymouth early in 
May ; and as the ex|>cdition had utterly disappointed tlic 
expectation which had been encouraged of its 
Easker\'ille seems to have obtained little credit t for the 
eluding action in which he had deserved much. If Hawkins 
and Drake had returned, their cliaractcrs, and the signal 
services which both had formerly performed, were such^ that 

• Haklu>-t. s-vii. 589. 

t Camden %zy\ : " H^kcrville and Trou,;hton, the Uttcf in the rict- 
admiral, the other in the admirai. did to entertain the Spaniards, thai 
with kmall loM received and greater g\^cn ^if a man may bcUrrc tbcmK 
our fleet ei^apcd " (soi,. Mun%on • account ta rK>C more fsvoorabtc: 
" Ba&kervillc. " he ftay«. " met and fouj;ht with a fleet of SpaAO ; thoufk 
not lon^, by reason of the fticWne%« and weakne«a of hia mca. Tbis fleet 
waa aent to tai^e the advantage o( ours on lU return ; thiniunf . as itkdttmi 
it happened, that they should hnd them both weak axtd ia vaac : b«l 
the iwiftneaa of our ahipa, in which wt had the advantaft of thm 
Spaniards, preserved us " V167;. Monaon here aacribea 10 cIm ihipa 
waa due to the coura^ of the aaalora. 

93 
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th^ womU have retained their plurc in the ()uccn't judgment, 
•od MHO have recovered it in tlic opinion of the people 
There were no two cnmmandcrs in that agv whmc name* 
Inqiired tbrir follovren with more confidence, or (truck m> 
nmch fear into their etiemiev Drake, indeed, has attained 
the higfactt dcj;rcc of fame : no other mllituy or navat name 
h M> anivcnMlly known among his countrymen ; and it in the 
only otte of modem hiitory which ho* ac<]uircd in local 
tradition a M>rt of mytliolc^ical celebrity, lliis prolMibly 
d Trith the S)>aniard«, who may truly be MJd to have 
1 hii memory in the bitlcmnw of their enmity 1(n 
mids bin. Two dayi' holiday* were kept at Panama for hit 
death and damnation ; and the most popular of the Spanish 
poeta coai|>osed an epic poem to revile him. It was likely, 
aeoordiiy to a Spanianl't belief, that being a heretic Drake 
dwuld have dealings with the devil ; that Hation prevented 
them Cram feeling any mortification at hi* lucceMei, which 
they imputed to the devil' 11 aid : and it enhanced their 
exultation over the fidlure of hii laat expeditlan, which they 
coiuidered a« the tnum;^ of their religion over here*y and 
ma^c. The imputation of magic, when It reached hia own 
country, wat readily received, not by the HiapanioliMd 
Bomaniata alone, with whooe peraoailana political and re- 
ligious it accorded, but by the common people alto, who 
beliered that tliere wa> a white a* well a* a black art magic ; 
and that Drake, like Sbakeapeare'i Proapera^ and Friaia 
Bacon and Bongay, with whom they were better acquainted, 
employed the spirita under hia command only in good woika. 
The fable* which have been grafted upon thia belief are 
bneiful enough lor the legend of a Biitiah or Iriah mint 
According to the popular tnditfana of the wertcm eoontiea. 
it wai not by hi* skill aa an engineer, and the munificent ex- 
penditme of wealth the which be bad M daring obtained, that 
Drake aupplied ^lynooth with titah water i bat by Monntlng 
bi> bofae, riding abort Dartaoer till be oaiM to a friag 
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sufficiently copiou* for his design, then wheeling roond, 
pronouncing some magical words, uid galloping b*ck into 
the torni, with the stream in full flow, and foming its own 
channel at the horse's heels. Nor was it with the queen's 
ships Uiat he defied and baSled the Invincible Armada, but bf 
takin;; a piece of wood and cutting it in piece* orer the side 
of his own vessel, when eveij chip as it fell into the tea 
became a man of war. There Is another venion of this 
mimclc,— that he was playing at tala (or skiUles) on the 
Hoe at Plymouth, when tidings came that the Spanish fieet 
was sailing into the harbour, and that he heard the Dews 
without the slif;htest emotion, and played oat hia game. 
But when that was ended he called for a block of wood and 
an axe, bared his amu, chopped the block into naaller 
pieces, and threw them into the sea, when ereiy piece 
beeame a fine ship, and presently formed a fleet bj which 
the enemy were attacked and destroyed. 

To sail round the world was in the popular belief an ad- 
venture of the most formidable kind, and not to be per- 
formed by plain sailing, but by reaching the end of thia 
round flat earth, and there shooting the gulf, which ia the 
only pnssa^e from one aide of the world to the other : Drake 
shot the gulf, one day ; when on the other side, he aaked his 
men if any of them knew where they were, a boy made 
answer that he knew, and that they were then just under 
London Bridge : upon which, stung by jealousy, Drake ex- 
claimed, " Hast thou too a devil ? If I let thee live there 
will then be one greater man than myself" ; and with that 
he threw him overboard. When Sir Francis left home to 
embark for this long voyage, upon taking leave of his wife, 
he told her that if he did not return within a certain number 
of years she might conclude him to be dead, and "w wider 
herself at liberty to take a second husband. One versioa 
&ies the term at seven years, another at tea. During thn— 
years, Madam Drake, though assailed by ms 
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il tnie as Penelope to her absent lord ; but after the 
tenn bad expired, she accepted an offer. One of Drake's 
Htiniitering >pirits, whose citnrge it wai to convey to him any 
inteUlgence In wliich he was nearly eoncenied, brought hiin 
the tiding!. ImmediBtcly he loaded one of hla great gunt, 
and fired it ri^cht down through the globe on one aide, and 
op on the other, with so true an aim, that it maite iti way 
into the diarch, between the two partiei moat coneenied, 
jutt at the inarriKj^ service waa beginninf;. " It comei fVom 
Dnkel" cried the wife to the now unbtidcd bridegroom; 
* he il dive .' and there must be neither tmtli nor ring 
between thee and me." This is the Devonihire tndition of 
the "eld wertior," as they call him, and his lady. Tlie itory 
in Sonenetahire is, that •« they were on the way to church 
« huge KDond stone fell (ram the sity, close by the Intended 
brid^ and alighted upon the train of her gown. She laid, 
" It cane from my husband," and immediately turned back ; 
and it was not long before he returned, and, imitating Guy, 
Eari of Warwick, aiked alnu of her at hia own door in 
disguiae : ■ tmile betrayed that be waa telling a feigned 
tale, aitd the &ithfiil wife recognised him, and fell upon hii 
neck. It i* laid that the itooe still remaina npon the estate 
where it fell ; that it is there uaed ai a weight upra the 
harrow ; and is so well contented with this usage, uncere- 
monious as (or to estraordinaiy a relic it may be deemed, 
that if it- be removed from the estate, it alw^rs retutni 
thither, no person knows bow. 

This ii the latest instance in which sacb fictions have been 
invented unconnected with Romish frand or sectarian fan»- 
ticiam ; and it shows how strongly the mmsatic diaracter of 
Drake's exploits, and the eztnotdinaiy eelebtlty which he 
obtained, Impremed the iroaglnaticn of his cAontrfmen. He 
left a widow, EUaabeth, daughta and Si4a bciresi of Sir 
Geoege Sydenhsmi^of Ceube-Sjdeaham, In the eonn^ of 
Devon : she afterwards mniried WUUui Conrtansj, Esq., of 
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POwderhafl) Castle. He had no children, and of his elerai 
brother! nine also died childlen. The prope rly which be 
left was much diminished by a proMcutioo which the crown 
instituted against his executor Thomas Drake, Ibr what it 
said to have been "a pretended debt" : it would have bees 
becoming in the government to have relinquished even a just 
claim. Drake, however, though a bountiiVd man, poesetsed 
the virtue of economy ; and the estate which remained 
placed his nephew in such a station that he was created a 
baronet by James 1., and represented the county of Deroo 
in the beginning of the ensuing reign. Sir Francis himself 
was twice returned to Parliament for Bossiney alitu Tintagal 
in Cornwall, afterwards for Plymouth. He was of low stature, 
but well set ; his chest brood, his hair a fine brown, his beard 
full and comely, his head remarkably round, his eyes 1ar;ge 
and clear, his complexion fair, and the expression of his fresh 
and cheerful countenance open and engaging. His temper 
was quick, and he is Mid to have been " hard to be recon- 
ciled " ; but the same strength of feeling made him constaut 
in friendship. The gift of eloquence he possessed in a re- 
markable degree, and was fond of displsjring it. One who 
served under him says that be was ambitious to a &alt ; and 
the vanity which usually accompanies tliat sin laid him open 
to Hattery : but he encouraged and preferred merit wherever 
he found it ; and his affable manners gave him a sure bold 
upon the affections of his men, while they had the roost 
perfect confidence in his unrivalled skill as a seaman, and 
his never-failing promptitude in all cases of emergency. At 
all times he was a willing hearer of every man's opinion ; but 
for the most part — as a truly great man for the most put 
must be — a follower of his own, 

Hawkins led the way to the West Indies, Drake to the 
South Sea ; opening thereby a couise for adventurers who at 
length rivalled the vilcingsr in atroci^. The eScct upon the 
Spanish colonies was moat ii^urious ; for rising sad floorisb- 
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Ing •ettlement) were some subverted, and olhere removed 
into the interior, to be beyond the reAch of a deKent : hereby 
nnch growing civiliution was destroyed, and the people 
were withdrawn Irom the influence of maritime commerce, 
wbldi h of alt thin^js most conducive to its progress. The 
expeditions undertaken in Elizabeth's reign agaiiut the 
Spaniards are said to have produced no ndvantage to England 
in anj degree commeniiurate with tlie co«t of money and, 
apcuM of hfe with whidi they were performed, though 
great evil was inflicted upon the enemj. If the advantage 
were to be calculated by the rule of profit and loss, and 
eenriated only in tangible gain, this would be undeniable ; 
b«t the effects produced upon the navy and upon the national 
e h w a rt tr must be taken into the account. In these expedi- 
Umu It -was that those seamen were trained by whose skill, so 
&r aa human skill was rendered instrumental in our delirer- 
ane^ the Spanish armada was averted inim our shores ; and ■ 
nocCMion of such seamen has from that time been unin- 
tom^tedlj maintained fi 
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'HE most successful of all those adventurers who followed 
in Drake's track was Thomas Cavendish, who was bom 
to a large possession and a fine mansion at Trimley St. 
Martin, in the countj of Suffolk. Having in a few yean* 
almost consumed his whole estate in extravagance, and 
following the court, he " thought to recover himself bj a 
voyage into the South Sea, at a time when the war having 
openly begun it was lawful to make any spoil upon the 
Spaniards". This resolution was taken while he had yet 
means enough remaining from the waste of his fortune to 
build from the stocks one ship of 180 and one of 60 tonSy to 
purchase a barque of 40, fit them out, and victual them for 
two years ; and with ISS persons of all sorts in this little 
squadron he sailed from Plymouth on the Slst of July, 1586. 
The names of his vessels were the Denre, the Camiemi and 
the Hugh Galianl. 

They made the Canaries on the 5th of August, and on the 
26th anchored at Sierra Leone. The next day two negroes 
came aboard, but not without first requiring that a hostage 
should be sent ashore for their own security ; for European 
villainy had taught them the necessity of such a precaution. 
They infonned him by signs that there was a Portuguese ship 
farther up the river ; and the Hugh Gallant was sent after 
her ; but, afler going three or four leagues up, returned Ibr 
want oi a pilot, " for the harbour runneth up three or feur 
leagues more, and is of a marvellous breadth, and TCfy 
dangerous ". On the morrow some of the men went ashoi^ 
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■ad ^jrad and danced all the forenoon with the Degroea, 
with M view to learning some good new* of the ship on which 
tbejr bad fixed their hopes. They spied a Porlupue»c among 
the bmhe^ whom thej seixcd and carried alxiard : the 
■ecoont of the navigation whirh tliry obtAined from him 
coMT in ced than that it was prudent to leave the ship tin- 
moletted ; " Whereupon," sa^-s Master Francis Pretty, of Ely 
Id Snffidk, a gentleman employed in the voyage, "we went 
not to weA her, becauiie we knew he told m the truth ; for 
we bound htm, imd made him fast, and m> examined him ". 
Wbetber tbto mcana that they tortured him is uncertain, 
and it of little conxequcnee tu the character of this com- 
mander. CaTcndiikh landed the next day with Mime seventy 
men, and for no assigned provocation attacked the negro 
town, burnt MK&e of the houses, and took what little apoil 
waa worth taking. In consequence, when his people were 
watering and washing " veiy quietly afterwards, they were 
■nddenly attacked, many of them hurt, and one raortnlly 
wounded ". * 

They Dow sailed for BimaO, went in between the laland of 
St Sebaatianf and the shore, landed, and remained there 
from the lat of Norember to the SSrd, building a pinnace, 
repairing their caaki and CMnpleting their water. While 
they were thua employed, a canoc^ bound from Rio de 
Janeiro to San Vicente, fell into their handa. One Porto- 
guese wa* on board, vith tiz naked Indian tlarea. The Portu- 
guese knew the matter of the admiral, who had been at St. 
Vicente in the Afuwa of London fire ycaia before. There 
wa* an Englishman reaiding then at the port, probably the 
fiiA of hit nation who tettled in Braail: hj hia meana 
Cavendish thought to obtain freah praviiian^ little earing lo 
what after account hit countryman might be called fie 
iwwimwntraHng with him ; ao |a«taadiiY to the PortngacM 
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that they were roerchAnts, and would gladly traffic with htas. 
he set him at liberty, on condition of hit carrying a letter 
to Whitil, and returning with an answer, or tending one ia 
ten dap. The distance was about twenty leaguea. Bat 
the merchant seems to have been too wary to hold any inirr> 
course with so suspicious a squadron : nothing more wat 
heard of the messenger ; and Cavendish, having despatched 
his business, sailed toward the south, and on the I7tll of 
December anchored in a harbour, which he named Port 
Desire, the discovery of which is the only one of any inn 
portancc that can be attributed to him. ^ This being a good 
place for laying the ships aground, they "graved and 
trimmed them " there, finding, meantime, " marvellous good 
meat " in the young seals, which, " being roasted at boiled, 
were hartily to be known from lamb or mutton " ; and ia 
the penguins, which burrowed in the ground like rabbtta. t 

The greatest inconvenience in Uiis port was the want of 
fresh water, llic best they could obtain was by digging, 
and that proved brackish ; and some of tlicir people, while 
engaged at this well, were attacked with bows and arrowi by 
about fifty Indians. Two of them were severely wounded, 
and the savages were pursued in vain by Cavendish himielf 
and some twenty men. These Indians had old wrociga to 
avenge, and mithing is more tenaciously remembered in that 
stage of society. On the 6th of January Cavendish amvrd 
at the entrance of the straits, and in the evening 
near what is called the first Angostura, or Strait of the 
During the night lights were observed on the north shore, 
apparently intended as sigiuds to the ships, and Ughta 
accord in;;ly were shown as answers. In the morning Caven- 
dish went himself in a boat to that side of the strait, and 
three men were seen on the shore waving a white Bmg. 
Upon this the boat stood in : it was asked, in Spanish, what 

* Dumey, 93. f Haklayt, S04. S05. Barmy. 6C 
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■Up* tbqr Were f and answered in the Mine luiguagc th&t 
Ukj were English, bound for Peru. Bitterly, na doubt, dl*- 
i^tpointcd hy this reply, the Spaniftrds were nilent, till the 
EoglUh spoLcsmnn told them that if they choK to embark, 
the gcnend would carry them to Peru. To this the reply 
WM, that Ibey would not trwt themselves to the Enf'tish 
ftir (att they should be thrown into the tea. The interpreter 
nude answer they might very well trust themielvei, for the 
Engliih were better Christinna than they. With this the 
boMt pat off, leaving them to abide by their own determina- 
tkn. But they presently mnsidered that it were better at 
any ritk to embark than remain where they must ineviubly 
perith ; and they culled after the boat, which put back, took 
floe of tbes) aboard, Tom^ Hernandez by name, and again 
pudied off, not receiving the other two. Hemandei en- 
treated that they also might be taken, in reply to which 
Caveodlih inquired how many Spaniards there were in thoae 
parta ? The answer was, twelve more men and three women. 
Cavendish then bade him tell hii eompaaioos to go to them, 
and bid them all come and embailt, and be would wait for 
them. With this joyful message the poor men went their 
way. But when Cavendish got on board again, the wind waa 
&ir for advancing up the ttimlta : he o r der ed the ancbon to 
be taken up ; and not thinking It proper to loae, even for 
two or three boon, a fair wind for the aake at bununi^, 
•ailed away. * 

These men belonged to an expediUoo, which, in eonie- 
quence of Drake'a aj^>earance in the South Sea, had been, 
*ent from Spain to fortify the atialt, and form aettlementa 
there. The viccn^ of Peru, D. FWvciaeo de Toledo^ >n>'^ 
bending, from the daring eostduct of nieh an enemy, and 
that enemy an Engliah beretie, that nothing loM than the 
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and souls of the inhabitants, was at stake, * had with great 
personal exertions and extraordinary speed despatched Captain 
Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, with two ships, to iunrey the 
strait, and take especial notice of all places therein which 
appeared convenient for a settlement, or to be fortified fer 
guarding the passage. When this senrice was perfonned he 
was to send one ship back with advices to Lima, and proceed 
in the other to Spain to lay the business before the king 
and the supreme council of the Indies. Part of his instructions 
was, that he was to take and cany away some of the natives, 
in order to acquire by that means some knowledge of their 
language. Sarmiento, though abandoned by his consort, 
completed with great diligence and abili^ the senrice oo 
which he was sent He marked two points near the eastern 
entrance, in the narrowest part, as well adapted for defence ; 
the breadth at the westernmost being a geographical league 
and a half, at the easternmost less than half a league ; and 
he made it known to all men by a declaration, a copy of 
which was buried there in an earthen jar at the foot of a 
jll cross, which he erected pursuant to the usual form of taking 

possession, that " having, in conformity to the Ticeroy's in- 
structions, taken our most serene Lady, the Virgin St. Maiy, 
^i for tlie advocate and patroness of this voyage, for that reason, 

i' and because of the wonders which, through her intercession, 

*■': had been wrought in its behalf, he had given to the stimit 

formerly called after Magellan the name of Estrecho de la 
Madrc de Dios,~the Strait of the Mother of God ". t 
When Sarmiento arrived in Spain he proposed that both 
\ I shores of the eastern Angostura should be fortified, whereby, 

'\ in his opinion, the passage would be completely defended; 

and he represented that there were places within the strait 
convenient for the settlement of colonies. The Duke of 
Alva opposed the project, though his own son had originated 
\\ it: "ifaship," he said, ''only carried oat anchofs and eables 

,y I • Kiaff, etc, 4. f/M., 139. Bwnex. i^ 19. 
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«Bn^ km ber M-Furity agunit the Rtonni In that put of the 
worid, abe wonld go well laden ". But It wm believed bjr the 
Spantoh gorenmicnt at tluit Uroe that the EnglUh were 
tnaklng ftefmnUom for nublbhing therawlvet in the »tnit, 
and to taking poKcsninn nf the ]MM«i]>e ) and under this belief 
an annaraeot of twenty-thrvc nhipi and 3S00 men wai 
equipped at Seville for South America. Diego Flore.i de 
Valdes waa appointed commander ; and with the vholc fleet, 
which waa fbnned into three division*, eiich for a separate 
■ervlce, he waa Ant to sail (or the itntiU, and there aaai*t 
Saimiento In phuiting the projected colony, fiw the aw of 
which ODC diviilan was allotted. That done, another diviiion 



I tu Chili, and the third put back to Bnxil. 
Hlb ezpeditim Bailed at the autumnal equinox, a^init the 
pikta' r em omttance, but by peremptory orden from the 
govenunent; and on the eighth day after leavin); Seville. 
while yet near their own coast, five of the ships went down In 
a violent stnrrn fmm the S.W., and HIM inr-n perixhed. The 
remainder put bacic to Cadis in distress, two of them being 
totally disabled (br scrrice.* 

It was December be&re the fleet, now redoced in Domber 
to sixteen, was again ready for sea ; and aa the leaactt was 
thought too tu advanced for their praceeding directly to the 
strait, they were otdered to winter at Eio de Janeiro. Sar- 
micnto and other officers objected against this port, became 
the ship*, while lying there, would be liable to much iiynry 
from the wonn. This olitjectioo, like that of the pilots at 
their first outset, was disregarded. The fleet sailed, stopped ' 
a month at the Cape de Vetda, and took from tbeoce a dlMaae 
which canried off 150 men daring the paiMjn to BmaU, where 
they arrived toward the end of Mardi : •• nany mcwe died 
while they remained at the Rio^ and many of tl 
•ettlets (happily ftr tbcnMchrea) dcMrted, and n 
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good oountiy. Here the fnmes of a brigimtine and launch, 
intended for service in the (trait, were let up, and those ot 
two wooden houses were made for immediate use oil their 
arrival there. But the evil which Sarmiento anticipated took 
place ; the ships were at', ickcd by the worm ; several became 
leaky ; one was abandoned as unserviceable ; and when, at 
the end of November, the fleet proceeded on its destination, 
the brigantine and launch were lost in the first boisterous 
weather ; and one of the largest ships, of 500 tans, with most 
of the stores fur the new colony on board, and 350 persons, 
twenty of whom lutd embarked as female settlers, sprung so 
(atal a leak, that before any assistance could reach her she 
went doH-n. Di&hcartcned by this last calamity, Valdes put 
back toward Brazil, and, before he reached the island of St. 
Catalina, another of his ships was wrecked on the coast 
After some dispute between the commanders it was at length 
s^rrced to make another attempt ; but tlirec of the largest 
ships were now in too shattered a state for such a service, 
and they were left here with SOO of the sick and least 
serviceable men, and with orders to return to the Rio.* 

Once more tliis unfortunate fleet set forth for the strait, 
and OS they were leaving the island another ship got on a 
bank, and was wrecked. Sarmiento's vessel became leaky 
and unlit for proceeding : it was again taken into considera- 
tion what eliould be done, and, against the opinion of Valde^ 
the determination was to persevere ; but it was agreed that 
the part of the force which was intended for Chili, and which 
was now contained in three vessels, should make for the 
Plata, and from thence proceed to their destination by land. 
The remainder of the fleet, now reduced to five, arrived on 
the 7lh of February in the mouth of the strait, and cast 
anchor in the first Angostura. During the night they were 
Ibrced out by a gale of wind ; and afler beating about till the 

* BiiniC7, 47, 4S. 
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end of Much, without being able to i«g«in ui entnuice, 
VaUtt returned in despur to Itio tie Janeiro. Tlicre they 
feond fbnr nhips Ironi Spain, laden with storco for their u«e, 
and bringing lellere which exhorted thr chieb to pcrsever- 
■nce; Valdes, Iiowevcr, quitted the conunond, and uiiled 
lor Eorape,. leaving Diego de la RJbera to act In his »teiul. 
Oa the Snd of Deeember tlie «xpedition again uiled, con- 
cMlng now of five ships and 5S0 wuls. Thty amved ufely 
in the itnit on the Ut of Ft^bruary, patsed the lint Angostura, 
and andiand between it and the second ; but the ebb tide 
farced them from their nnchun, and carried thcin back into 
the open ■<•*. They anchored sf^ain close to Cape de las 
Virgenei, and because Ribera would risk no farther low of 
time, then they began to disembark. Thrc« hundred 
penoaa had landed, when, on the £tli, a gale of wind com- 
pelled the ships to quit the anchorage ; on regaining it one 
of them mi aground within the entrance, and was wrecked : 
the people, artitlciy. and provisions were saved, but the 
proTiaion* damaged. Before all the atoKa could be landed, 
Ribera, with three sUpa, left the Mndt during the night, and 
returned to it no more. He has been repioadied aa if he 
had wiUiilly abandoned the aettlen, and maled far Spain; 
but it is more likely that he waa feieed from hia anchw% and 
that his people, finding the oppntualtf &vo«inble, Inristed 
upon bending their oonrae for Spain. * 

Sarmiento was now left with one ahip* WO men, thirlj 
women, and eight nioaths' provUoni. He laid the found*- 
tioo <^ a town near the entrance, on the north aide, and' 
named it the Ci^ of the Name of Jeraa, fa CUarfM AMsk* 
Je Jttmt. Leaving Andre* de Viedma in the '«»■"— H there 
with IM men, he Kot the ahip to lUnt SL Anna, which to 
on the mme ■bore, ebeot twenty-^ve ^Miilah le^uca with- 
in the fir«t Angoatnn, while be, with 100 men, proceeded 
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thither by Uiid. During « difficult uid inauipicioui much 
tikinnishc* took plnce with the Indians, whom he should have 
M>uf;ht by every pouible meAns to concilinte : aeverwl of hit 
own people were wounded, and one of their chiefs killed. 
Near the point he founded his lecond town, whieh he called 
San Felipe: the situation was well chosen. There was a port 
with good anchorage, from whence a boat could reach the 
first Anj^stura in one tide : there was a frcih-water rirer, 
the country wax well wooded, the port abounded with fish, 
and the shore with birds ; but the snow which, during the 
month of April, fell for fifteen days, without intermistion, 
made tlie unfortunate Spaniards apprehend what aort of 
winter they might expect in this inhospitable r^on. This, 
however, was to be their abiding place : they surrounded it 
with a strong palisade, and at each of its three entruicei, one 
towards tlie port, the other towards the interior, planted two 
pieces of artillery. Sarmiento, nevertheless, found it necea- 
sary for his own security to sleep every night on board, 
lest the dissatisfaction which was felt toward him as the 
promoter of so disastrous on undertaking should break into 
open mutiny, and end in his destruction. In fiKt, he was 
Kceretly informed that a soldier, by name Juan Rodrigues, 
nnd Alniiso Sanches, a secular priest, had formed a conapiraey 
' for niiirdcring him, seising the ship, and escaping in it to 
Draxil. Of this information be made such good use, that 
he got Rodrigues, the priest, and three others of the ring- 
leaden, on board, and charged them with their guilt. They 
confessed it : the four lay culprits were taken ashore, labelled 
At traitors on their shoulder* ; they were beheaded back- 
wards for the greater infamy, and their heads exposed upon 
poles. The priest was kept prisoner on board. This execu- 
tion is said to have made the settlen quiet and peaceable ; 
and Sarmiento, with thirty men, left them for Nombre de 
Jesus on the 25th of May: his fDtention was to give dire^ 
tioiw Sot forti^ng the Angosturas, to erniv^ more aettlen 
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to Saa PcUpe^ and then oUt Tor Chtli tn order to obUin 
mpplfet.* 

He reached Nombre dc Jesus, was driven from liii nnrhor- 
agt, and, after contending twenty dnys Bgainat the weather, 
Hw that hU only course must be to steer for Brull, and there 
obtain pnyfbiotki, which it was now impossible for him to seek 
In ChilL It was midwinter in those regions when he srrived 
tt Rio de JaneiTo. There he procured ■ bartjue, loaded her 
with meal, and. leavinf; direction! for her tn mill at the proper 
waaon, proceeded along the conxt in leareh of further supplies ; 
hi* (hip was diivcn ashore and wrecked, mun}' of the crew 
perfihed, and he himself with diflicully escaped on a plank. 
He procnred another barque, frcifthted her with neceuuuiei 
for his cokojr, and sailed in her from the Rio: but when he 
bad got aa bras Sff S. a storm compelled him to throw every- 
thing overboafd, and return to the port fVom whence he had 
departed more than seven weeks before ; and where he found 
that the vcsael whicli he hiul fint despatched had put back 
without effecting her passage. Hitherto Saimlento, when he 
reflected upon his multiplied disappointments, eonld eall none 
but the elements nnWinJ ; but the Portuguese governors were 
now weary of his solidtations : they had learned hvm Spain 
that both he and his undertaking were out of &Tai>r there ; 
Ribeia having reported on his return that the atnit was more 
than a league across In Its narrowest part, and that If a ship 
had wind and curreot in her &vaar no oidnanee on shave 
could stop her. Sanoiento, therefon^ as a last resource, 
sailed for Spain, there to justify his own statements, aivl, It 
may be hoped, to urge upon the govenunent the dn^ of 
taking some measures tor the relief of the miserable settlcis. 
After his departure, the governor of the Bio seat ooe ship 
with supplies for them ; bat this veael also was drives back, 
and DO brtber efixt was made far their rdle^ either bjr the 
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coloiiiiil governors or Spain : those in Americm, upon w\ 
any responsibility might be supposed to lie, trantferred it io 
their own minds each from himself to another; and all, no 
doubt, rested in the persuasion, that the Spanish govenuncnt, 
having planted tlie colony, would take all necessary meaaurea 
for preserving it. But in Spain ample provision having been 
made in fitting out the expedition, the possibility of so many 
losses, and of such repeated failures, had evidently never 
been considered as it ought If Sarmiento's ill fortune had 
not still pursued him, his personal representations mi^t, 
probably, iiave produced some effect in Spain. Bat he waa 
captured by some Knglisii cruisers off the Aiores, and carried 
to England ; and though Klizabeth, it is said, gave him hit 
liberty, after an interview in which she conversed with him in 
Latin, provided him with a passport, and presented him with 
1000 crowns, various misadventures retarded for some yean 
his return to his own country. And from the time he left 
the straits no vessel reached them till Cavendish appeared 
there.* 

There are few tales in colonial history more caUmitous 
than the fate of this forlorn and forsaken colony. Sarmiento 
had left them at the end of May. In August (which eor^ 
responds to our February', and is, therefore, one of the 
severest months in that miserable climate), the settlers at 
Nombre de Jesus thought it necessary to remove to San 
Felipe. Thither, accordingly, they went by land ; but 
Viedma, who commanded there, having no provisions for 
such increased numbers, sent 200 men back under Joan 
Iniguez, to support themselves as they could by picking up 
shell fish, and in other ways, and to be on the look-out for a 
ship with succt>urs. Spnng and summer passed, and no 
relief: winter was approaching ; and lest those at San Felipe* 
who had thus long endured, should irremediably perish of 



* Barney, S4«*56. Hcmandts, BV,*iviiL 
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hnnfcr, u thejr must if they remained there, VIrdmii built 
two boats, onbuhed in thern with all the Burrivon there, 
Uwn reduced to fidy men, five women, * friar, Snrmicnto'jt 
nephew, Joan Su&rcz, and Viedmn himself. They hud 
proceeded •ome six leaKues toward Nombre de Jeiui, when 
one of the boati ^t upon a reef and was lout. The people 
wen Mved ; bat in so hopeless a situation that it wai deemed 
bert lor Vlednu to return in thr other boat with the (Har 
and twen^ men, and for the renuiinder to rvinain where 
thejr got to ihore, hut themKlvcs there, and Rnd proviMoni 
u they coold. The KcnU and penffiilnji, of which our navi- 
gftton made wdk use, were inaceevxible to them ; and t]iey 
dirided thenuelves into small parties of three or four, for 
the better chance of Rnding wherewith to prolong a wretched 
c Kit t en ce . When summer came, and VIcdma collected the 
■nrriran, only fifteen men and three women were left ; and 
with these Viedma was endeavourioft to reach Nombre de 
Jcsui when the English ahipa appeared. They had pawrnl 
on their way many dead bodies of their conntrymen. * 

The utter want of companion with which Cavendish left 
these poor wretches to their &te, after he had promised to 
take them on boaid, excited no animadTenioil In his own 
times. The single Spaniard, who wm fottanate enough to 
escape with him, relates ft without any expressioii of feeling; 
the weather was &ir for sailing, he mjn, and he did not 
chooM to wait. Whether there were any nnriTCfi at that 
time at Nombre de Jesus is not known t pnbMj not ; for It 
may well be supposed that they alio would have made signals 
to the ships. An English vcsmI which entered the strait in 
the year following took one Spaniard on board near San 
Felipe : he had supported himself with his gun, having long 
lived in a hottse by himself, being the last survlm of these 
poor colonists ; and. except Hcnumde^ the oaij one who 
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eiicapecl from the deplorable situation in which their govt 
ment had first placed and then abandoned UicnL All that 
it known of the others, whom Cavendish might have MTcflv 
is that their intention was to travel towards the Plata, and 
that they must have perished on the way. 

At San Felipe, which had been founded for the sole pur- 
pose of securing the passage of the strait against all fofeignen^ 
the Knglish ships " watered and wooded well and quietij. 
and remained there five days thus employed ". The jooraal- 
ist of Cavendish's voyage says, "they had contrived their 
city very well, and seated it in the best place of the strsiU 
for wood and water ". By his account there were four ibrta^ 
each having one cast piece : the pieces liad been dismantled 
and buried, but Uie English dug for them, and "had them 
all". "They had built their churt'hrs apart," he sa)"*, "and 
they liHcl laws vcq' severe," of which the gibbet borv ccr> 
tain pnrnf. Hut all attempts to raise provision having 
their ston-s Ixring consumed, and game rendered so 
aiul wild that it was hii|»clevs for men, in their weak state, to 
go in sran'li of it, they ha<l " died like dogs m tlieir houses 
and in their clothc*s ". Thus the survivors, when they look 
their miserable de|Mrture, had lefl them ; and thus they were 
found by Cavendish, who named the place, in memorial of 
their fate, Port Famine. That name it sUll retains in English 
charts ; the Spaniards them^lves have adopted it, and Prntrim 
de llambrt marks in their maps the place where the Giidad 
dc San Felipe hail l>een founded ! 

Cavendihli buried one of his men on the northern shore. 
This was the only loss that he sustained in the passage ; but 
he acteti iiiconsidrrately toward the natives, believing them 
to be treacherous cannibals, on the report of Hemandei, and 
seeing that they had fastened knives and pieces of swords to 
their s|iears.* Instead of endeavouring to make them ottdci^ 

* Hakluyi, I07. Barney. 7!^ 
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■tend that the Enftliih were not their cnemic*, like the 
^MUiiords, he ordered hci men to lire upon them al^er wme 
friendl; intercourse hod previously lakrn place ; and In thii 
unprovoked attack many were killed. He entered the South 
ScA on the S4th of Febniiuy, with a fnvountble wind ; and in 
the middle of March a pnrty landed on the Iile of Mocha, 
near the const of Chili, "wliere tlie [luliaiu attacked them 
with bowi and arrowi, but were marvclloua waiy of the 
ealircri ". The En^linh nippnued thew tn be Arnucant, 
wboK heroic elTort* in defence of their country tl)e Spaniard! 
theniKelvei had rendered famoux ; recording at the tame tim« 
the magnanimity of their enemiea and their own atracioui 
crnelty. Cavendiah landed next on the laland of St Maria 
with aeventy men, where they were minUkeu for SpanionU, 
■Bbnissively received, and " plentifully supplied with whut 
and barley ready threshed, as (air, «a clean, and every way m 
good as any in England ; and with potato root* very good to 
eat," all stored in vessel*, and li)d)ted in store huutei, aa tribute 
for the Spaniards, who had erected • drardi there. In addi- 
tion to these welcome wpplic*, the Indiani btonght (hem 
hogs, fowls, maiie, and dried dog fitfa ; and CaTendish, in 
return, entertained aonie of the chief people od board, and 
made them merry with wine* 

Misting Valpaimiao, where he meant to have atoppedi 
Cavendish anehwed about aeven leagnea N. of that pott, in 
Puerto de Qnintero. A herdaman who was aleeping on the 
brow of the hill at thl* time awoke ; and Mcing three ahipa, 
waa obwrved to catch a hoiM that waa gimdng near, and ttf 
ride away at fast aa he conkL The general landed with 
thirty men: before he had been an hour on ibcre^ three 
horacmen came galloping toward them iwovd hi hand ; bnt 
■topped short at respectful distance. He eent two of Us 
people with Hemaodea toward tbem i thqr inada aigna that 
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only one should •pproach, uid without anas. Hemanda 
went ; atul after much talk relumed, telling Oivendiah that 
lie- hul ])^irleyed with them concerning provisioiii. Mid had 
been promised as much as might be wanted. He wai Mot 
back to complete the negotiation, and a man with him ; but, 
as before, the Spaniards made signs that thej would not hold 
parley with two persons ; Hcmandes was again trusted ; and 
being at some distance from the English, after a few word* 
he leaped up behind one of his countiymen, and rode off; 
" for all his deep and damnable oaths which he had nudt^" 
says Pretty, " continually to our general and all his company, 
never to fon»ke him, but to die on his side before he would 
be false. Our general, seeini; how he was dealt withal, 
filled water all that day with good watch, and carried it 
aboard ; and night being come, he determined next day to 
send into tlie country to find their town, and take the spoil 
of it, and tire it if it could be found." In this he failed; the 
p.irty which was ordered upon the serviee discovering nothii^ 
but great store of cattle which were "wonderAil wild, and of 
horse which were unhandlcd," and of dogs a* wild as the 
cnttle, on which they fed. They returned after a whole day'a 
march, without lost, though without success in their search 
for the town. But on the morrow, as they were carelessly 
watering about a quarter of a mile from the shore, a atron^ 
party of horsemen, who had been too cautious to attack them 
when they were on their guard the preceding day, surprised 
them, and twelve* of the English were cut off; of these 
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* Pretty nuica (he lou at twelve, and gives the names of all and of 
the ships to which they belonged. He tayt the prisoncn were nacued, 
and thai some twenty-four Spuiiard* were killed in the ikinniih, which 
Goniinued an hour. Hernandci i>y* no Spaniard was hurt, twcha 
Engliih were killed, uid nine taken ; and he mention* tlie execution at 
six of these ; the others, perhaps, called themselves B 
Admiral Burney thinka this may have been an act of vi 
Spaniards in the strait, whom Cavendish, «4wn he miffat • 
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three appear to hnve been slaio, and tU of the priaonen 
wen hanged at SantinKo. 

After thia Um Cnvcndlsh rcmitincd in the rmd four days, 
and watered In despite of tlie Spsiiiardi, with good watoh and 
ward. On the S3nl he took a Bmiill barque coming; uut from 
Aika, whidi he kept, and named the George. The crew 
took to their boat, nnd were punued by the admiral't pinnaee 
into Arlea road : the)' ^t ashore, and the pinnace laid aboard 
a great ihip of 100 tons, in which, however, neither men nur 
goodi were fennd. The admiral and the Hugk Gatlanl fol- 
lowed into the mad, but the CoHtrnl wa» nut of tight, other- 
wiie Cavendiah " would resolutely have landed to take the 
town, whataoerer had eome of it ". The Conltnl had been 
nore pleaiantly employed than in attacking a town which 
wa* likelj to be well defended : — the had found at a place 
where aonie Spaniiirds had landed a whole Khip'a lading of 
Spaniah win^ and tarried to Uke on board aa much as she 
could conveniently carry, then in the courfie of the tame day 
joined the squadron. By that time Carendlih perceiTed that 
Arica wai well prepared for defence, found reasoo for believ- 
ing that the treasure had been carried away and aecured 
upon the alarm of hit approaeb, and aaw that there waa no 
landing without the loaa of many men ; " wherefore he gave 
over that enterprise ". However, he fetched oat another 
barque, in apite of their fortt, and then aent a flag of trace to 
aak if they wouU redeem their ihip. He did thia in hapt 
that he might rteattt tome of hit men wbo had been 
captured, otherwiae he wonM have made no eCer ol pariey 1 
but their answer waa that they had rece i ved ipeeial orden 
neither to buy any ahip nor nnaoea any man oo pain of 

■avcd than, had left to paid) then. TWra ceald ba no pha fat pmi^ 
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death : upon this he bunit the ship, sunk the barqiie, mod to 
departed, having been tliree days in the road. * 

On the 27th they took a tmall barque tent (torn a place 
near Quintero, where Cavendish had lost his men, with de- 
spatches concerning him to Lima. There were on boaid three 
Spaniards, an old Fleming, and one George a Greek, who was 
" a reasonable pilot for all the coast of Chili ". In obedience 
to their orders, and to an oath which had been administered 
to them by some friars before they set sail, these men, as 
soon as they saw themselves in danger, threw the despatehcs 
overboard ; but Cavendish " wn>ught so with them/* that 
they confessed their errand : " But he was fain," says hia 
journalist, "to cause them to be tormented with their thumbs 
in a winch, and to continue them at several times witli 
extreme pain. Also he made the old Fleming believe that 
he would hang him ; and the rope being about his neck, he 
was pulled up a little from the hatches ; and yet he would 
not confess, choosing rather to die than be perjured. In the 
end it was confessed by one of the Spaniards ; whereupon 
we burnt the banjue, and carried the men with us.** This 
cruelty was a work of supererogation, for which there was 
no such pretext as in thot»e days was thought to justify such 
actions. After plundering two little settlements, the ships 
were all separated for awhile, during which time the Hmgk 
Gallant, with sixteen hands, captured, after half an hour's 
fight, a ship of HOO tons with a crew of twenty-four 
They took from her her foresails, and left her, •* 
leagues from land, very leaky and ready to sink ** ^— it is to 
be hoped tiie men were taken out On the l7th of May the 
fleet was again collected ; two other prises meantime had 
been captured, of which one " would have been worth 
20,000/. in Kngland, or in any other place of Christendom, 
where it might have been told ". They took out as much as 

* HskJuyt, ioQ. Sio. Bamsy, ti. 
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tbc7 cmtld atov, mnd burnt the mt with the iKip. Tlie men 
atMl women, " wbo were not killed," were »ct on iihore. * 

The next enterprise was at Paiu. QtvendUh anchored 
in the fomI, landed with stity or leveuty men. Mid drove the 
tnbabitanta out of the town, " which was very well built, and 
nwrrcUoai clem kept in cveiy street, with * town-house in 
the mldit, and to the number of £00 bouses at the least ". 
This Aooriihing place he burnt to the ground, he and his 
people deririog no other advHntagc from this exploit than 
twen^-fivc pounds' weif(ht of silver amouj; them, and tiie 
Mtis&Ction of reflcctinf; upon the mischief tliry had done. 
Thence ihtj went to the bland of Puna, where must of the 
cablet used in the South Sea were made : there thry sunk ■ 
ahip**«ith all her furniture," which was lying ready to be 
hauled ubore, being in " a special good place for that pur- 
poae". It waa learnt from an Indian, whom they took at 
MS, that the lord of the island, with most of the inhabitants, 
had fled to the mainland, seeing his fleet, when (luckily fur 
them) it was becalmed ; and that they hud taken with them 
treasure to the amount of 100,000 crowns. This lord waa an 
Indian cacique, who, " by reason of his pleasant habttatian, 
and of his great wealth, had got a beautiful Spanish wotnan 
iot his wife ". His " sumptuous house," which stood by the 
water-iide, was " marvelloo* well contrived, with rttf many 
singular good rooms and chambers ; and out of entj chamber 
WM framed a gallci7, with a stately pnapect to the sea on 
one side, and into the island oo the other, with a marrcUoui 
gnfiX hall below, and a vtrj great storebooae at ooe em)> 
(lied with jan of pitch, and base for making cablet. On ooe 
>de Vf a &ir garden, in whi^ were fig treca, tliat bon 
continuallj, pompioot, melou^ cncumben, wdlthe^ roocnaiy, 
and thyme, with many other h^faa and ftnlta. There was a 
jrdl in this garden, and a cottoa p'-yrt-titn romd ib On 
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the other side was an orchard, stocked with oranKet, sweet 
aiid sour, lemons, limes, and pomegranates. Hard by was a 
very Urge and great church, with five bells. There were at 
least 200 houses in the town, near the palace, and as many in 
one or two towns more upon the island, which is aloMitt at 
big as the Isle of Wight" ♦ 

" This great cacique," says Pretty, " doth make all the 
Indians upon the island to work and to drudge for him." 
But if the description be not overcharged, he had brou|^t 
his island to a degree of civilisation which had not then been 
exceeded in any part of Spanish America, if it has siiice. 
" Tlie S|)anish woman, his wife,'* hr continues, " is hoiMMired 
as a queen, and never goeth on the ground upon her feet ; 
holding it too hose a thing for her. But when her pleasure 
is to take the air, or to fro abroad, she is always carried, in a 
conveyance, like unto a horse-litter, upon four men's shouklen, 
with a veil or canopy over her, for the sun or the wind ; 
having her gentlewomen still attending about her, with a 
great troop o( tiie best men of the island." Cavendish had 
been told by an Indian prisoner that he might easily take 
the cacique, and the treasure which he had carried o€, iar 
the place to which he had retreated consisted of only three 
or four houses, without any means of defence. Relying 
upon tliis, he crossed over to the mainland ; and on reaching 
the place where he designed to land, found there four or fire 
large balsas, which had newly arrived, laden with provisioiMb 
Marvelling " what they were and what they meant*" Caven- 
dish commanded the Indian to speak the truth, as he valued 
his life. The poor wretch was bound fast, for torture or for 
execution — he might well suppose,— or both : he answered, 
" being verj- much abashed," says Pretty, " as well at our 
company were, that he neither knew whence they came, 
who they might be ; for there was never a man in any 

^>lakluyt,tii-«i> 
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of the balHt ; but he supposed they might have brought 
threcMora loldiers, who be had heard were to go to Guayquil 
(■Ix league! bom the island), and reinforce the gairixon of 
100 men, for the better protection of some king's ship« then 
on the ftock* tliere. Not discouraged at this. Cavendish 
animated hli coinpany lo the exploit, and marched by night, 
"along a moat d«sert path in the woods," till he reached the 
place of which the Indian had truly infonned him. * But 
the cacique bad kept a good look-out ; the people and the 
treamre were gone, .'t would have been nuh to pursue the 
one, and bopelcK to search for the other in the woods and in 
the daifaicta; and the adverituren were fain tu console them- 
•elvea for their disappointment by regaling upon the food, 
whldi tb^ found at the fire, prepared for the cacique'i 
•upper. 

So little did Cavendish apprehend any activity on the part 
of the Spaniardt, notwithstanding they had receivctl this 
reinforcement, that he laid the admiral ajpnund at {'una, to 
examine and clean her bottom ; keeping, howcvrr, contitiunl 
watch and ward on the cacique's great houie night and day. 
In an adjacent island he discovered a great quantl^ of atorea 
which had been removed thither for concealment, with alt 
the cacique's "household stuEr, and his chansber-han^nga, 
which were of Cordovan leather, all gilded over, and painted 
very fair and rich ". A Spaniah wife bad Inaplred him with 
a taatc for the refinement! and luxuriei of Spanish eiviliMtioit ; 
and he icenis to have incpired the Spaniard* with m«C 
promptitude and resolution than at this time they weR woBt 
to di^Uy. The English had got their ship into the water 
again ; when, early one morning, every ooe of the watdi 
being gone abroad marauding, " sobm one way, tome another, 
•ome fiv hen*, same for iheep, some for gottM,' aboat 100 
SpuUardi, who had landed during the nl^^ with all ttie 
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Indians of the island, came upon them : and of twenty 
En|;;li.shmcn who were ashore only eij*ht escaped. In the 
course of tlir day, Cavendish landed, with Keventy men, to 
revenge th(Mr l<»ss, dmve the enemy fmm the town, set fire 
to it, and burned it to the ground. He burned, aI»o. four 
ships which were building on the stocks ; burned the church, 
and brought away the bells, and " made tia%'oc " of the fieliU, 
orchartis, and gnnlens ; then hauled the vice-adniiral amhore 
"to grave at the same place in despite of the Spaniarda," 
and repaired his pinnace, which they had set on fire, and in 
which (MIC of his men had iierishcd in the flames. There can 
be no excuse f<ir the negligence which allowed his people to 
be a second time surprised, and little for the fcrtxriiHis «pint 
of revenge in which he laid waste what, when m evd hour he 
landed there, was a liappy and an imprt)ving island. A 
hundred years * at\cn»artU it had not reoivered fnim the 
devastation then cummitted.t 

Having remained at Puna eleven days, Ca\eiidish departetl 
on the 5th of June, sunk the Ilug^h (iuiiamt for want of men, 
pnK*ced<-d to the coa.*»t of New SjKiin, and there captured a 
ship in uhii'h was one Michael Sancius, a MarseilioiS by b.rth. 
who was one of the l)i*»t c(»asten in the South Sea, and who 
was, therefore, detained ' to ser^e their turn in watenng 
along the c«».ist ". lie ser\ed it another way, by giving them 
news that a great ship, called the •VaN/«i AuHa, «ai eiprctctl 



* In I)rfni;Mcr'» time there \%^« only one Indian io«k-n in ihc i»lA»d. 
Con»tsttn|( o:' .ftUjut l\\er-.i\ Kou>c«. and a imal! church The IndtAnt 
were ail he-men. a:-.tl (he oniy pi.i^t* in ihct«c «ca«. " The houac« Mand 
all on po^l^ ir-.i vt tucivc fee'. hi,;h, with la<Meri on the outaadc to go up 
into them. I d.d neser ^re the tike buildir.g a.i>-»hcrr but amon^ ibc 
Malayans in ihr I-'asi l:-.ii.r«. They are shalcheil «iiih palmclio Ica««s. 
and their chJlrT1i^r^ ur!; L<iaided . in «khich laat they eicci the Malayans" 
(I.. 1)1). Whai a cc:-.tiaftt to the caciijuc't inaru«on. with lU Cordov^an 
hangingt. and itt gardent t 
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at Aeapalee ftva the FUUppinn. Then wnc tli men nii«« 
in the fhat, wham they tnelt out, to^ilMT vitJi the laiK 
imiHt and fa gwood, and tbtii Kt Um vcwcl <mi ftr*. 5hv 
*" K^^iW ■^*'*V (^ eoaat t» )(tn^ U>e iluiB ; ind anoUMr 
vend, apoa the mow aervtea, rame to the tame Utt, except 
that the Men got to fbore. Uvendlsh neat Undtd at 
Gvabaleot a town of about too hmaaea, which he plundered 
and bvraed. In the enrtoM Iwu^e, " a reiy fair and Urite " 
boUding, Ihej fannd 600 fenfi at Imllpi, vnlned at fartj 
erowiM cnch ; and 400 b^a of nn*i, eaeh wOTtb Icb ovwna^ 
* Tbeae cacao* fo anenf thoM Inr lural and wiy i ISO of 
them are in valoe one rmU of plile In mdj p*7Ri<s)L Tbej 
are my like an almwid, bvt art- nnUiIni; *o pleuanl In taate : 
they eat thca, and ^a drmk of then-" The SpMilank 
Ibvnd theae nali in naa at ramncjr unon^ the MnicaiM. and 
learned Aom that people the pninntion of cho(ol>tr, which 
CTetywhete retain* it* Mesiean nane. * 

CavetMliah burned the chnrch here a* he bad done at Pona. 
He might have known that by bwming a chnrch be esdtod, 
anionit the Spaolanb, fpcater horror and hatred against 
England than wa* felt there when the Spaniard* boraed an 
En|Hi>biiun ; Mftilege being a ctime leia frc<|uent in the one 
coontry than cruelty in the other, and a crt^ by which even 
criminal* were tbocked. Advantage wm made of thia fcelli^ 
at Gaatulco In another way. There waa a wooden cr«*a 
there, five bthom* in height, which, the Spaniaida my, 
Caranduh'* men pnlled down, ■ nearcd It with pitch, pllod 
dry reed* amund it, and then endea*o«red to aoumme It bj 
ir«. The reed* burned and the pitch,— not n the crom: nMro 
and mot« oombiutible* were tbrawn ea ; and when the In* 
Todcr* re-embarked after three day*' larrianea, doriiy all 
whkh time they had conUaned their rahi endearma*, they 
.left It oadcr a hc^ of aebea . 
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And when the S|Kiniards retumecl to their ruinrd dwclliii|:«, 
they found it bri;;htcned und beautified by it% fiery tnal, and 
were cuiisolod for thrir own injuries by Mreinf; that Heavm 
had nianitVst€*d itself in the protection of the holy ntxid. The 
cross, beftire it underwent thi% avsay, had been in g«>od odour: 
it was made of a fra;;rant wood which wa% not known to 
gn)w within forty leagues of that place : it had been pre- 
sumed that one of the A)M)stles ha<l pLinted it there, and tliat 
onv was siipiMi<ied to have l)oen SL Andrew. Now, however, 
when it hiui merits enou;;h of its own. the likelier opinion 
was prrfcrred that it had been erected when Cortes built 
some ships there for a voyaj^e of discover}*. The report of 
its niiraciiloiis preservation spread (mr and wale : and (mm a]) 
pirts devotees who cf>uld came tn vis;t it, and to carri* away 
fni^^nuMits the smalU'st splinter of which, if cast into the tea, 
stilled a tempest ; if tiiniwn into a fire, quenched the fiamei ; 
and if put in water, changed it into a soverei^pi medicine. 
This waste of its suhslanre whs not niimculously supplied ; 
and when aUuit a fit\h pirt only was lef\, the IKuhop of 
Anti()iiera reniiivi-d it to liis city, liuilt a cha]M*l for it, and 
enshrtiu'il it there with ull possible honours u]HJn a holy day 
Hp|MMnti'(i ft>r the iK-r.L<«ion. Tiirre its history' cnntmued to 
be toltl til till- repHMch of the Kn^lish name. • 

Sjiilin;; irtnn thence, C'a\eniii!»h overshot the hasen of 
Acapulrit ; aiul on the J 4th of August he landed with thirty 
men at i*uerto de Navulad, where they sur])nsrd a man in hu 
bed who had lieen si ht witii letters to i^ive the alarm aloii^ 
the roast of Nut'va (tHtioia : they took his dcs|atches, killed 
liis horse, set fire to the town, hiinit two ships nii the itock». 
and n'-einlKirked. In the river of Santiago his pettpic drai^jjed 
tor pearls, and t«M)k " some ipiantit} " ; and in the Indian 
town of Aratlan, from which the inhahttants tied at their 
approach, tJiey " defaced " a church, the cumuiander bein^ of 

* TorqucmMla. 1. ivi., c. iS, pp. 105, 906* 
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the pat^. The Maneillois by this time hiul cnUrcd 
tbotQUghljr into the interests of hw ckpton ; Ite ^ided a 
puijr of tbem from CliaccalU Btud to a Mttlemeiit some two 
leagnei Inland, " by ■ most villainous pitth through the wao«U 
and wildoneai " : there they surprited three houitcluildrrx, 
with their wires and children, name Intlianx, a Portuguese, 
and a Spaniah carpenter ; all whom they buund and carried 
to the Kaaldc. The women were then ordered to fetch 
"plantalna, lemoaK, nraiiges, pine-npple*, and other fruits, 
whereof they had abundance " ; and when this was done the 
rest were libented, except the Portuf^c»e and the carpenter. 
Thej tanied ftve day* at the httle woody Island of SL 
Andrew, where they dried and MiLed an many binli a* tliey 
thought fit, and killed abundance of leaU and yguans, which 
they describe as " a kind of lerpenti, with four feet and a 
long sharp tail : strange to them tlut have not seen them, 
but »ery good meat ". In another week they reached the 
Bay of Masatlan : " there is a very great river witliiti, but it 
U barred at the mouth ; upon the north side of the bar withal 
is good fresh water, but there Is very evil filling of it, because 
at low water, it is ihoal half a mile off the shore ". llieir 
intention of watering here was disappointed, and what little 
fruit they obtained was " not without danger ". * 

They trimmed their ship* and new built their pinnace at 
an island about a league from this bay ; " and there," says 
Pret^, " we found fresh water, by the assistanrr of God, in 
that our great need, and where no wmter nor sign of water 
was before to be perceired ; otherwise ve had gone back 
twenty or tbir^ leagues far it, which might have been 
occasion that we might have missed our prey we had so long 
waited fix-. But Gcd laised one Flam, a Spaniard, which 
was also a prisoner with us, to make a motioa to dig in the 
sands. Now our general, having had exp e r ie n ce enee befcre 




THOMAS CAVENDISH SSS 

of the like, commmnded to put his motion in practice ; and in 
^^gging three feet deep we found very good and fresh water : 
so we watered our ships, and might have filled 1000 tons 
more, if we had would." How much suffering might have 
been averted, and how manj lives saved, had it been gener- 
ally known that filtered water may always thus easily be 
obtained ! 

Givendish now quitted the coast of New Spain, mnd sailed 
for the south Cape of California. Within that cape is the bay 
called Aguada Segura, into which " a fiiir fresh river fidls ". 
They watered there, and lay off and on finom the 14th of 
October to the 4th of November, looking out finr their 
expected prey, " the winds hanging still westerly ". On 
that day, between seven and eight in the morning; the 
admiral's trumpeter going into the top, espied a sail standing 
in for the cape. The cheerful tidings were presently verified ; 
and Cavendish, " who was no less glad than the cause re- 
quired, ordered the whole company to put all things in readi- 
ness ". That done, he gave chase some three or ftnur hours, 
standing with the best advantage, and working fi>r the wind : in 
the aflemoon he came up witli her, gave a broadside with his 
great ordnance, and a volley of small shot, and presently 
laid the enemy aboard. The sixe of the ship, 700 tons, made 
it evident that it was the galleon for which they had been 
lying in wait, the Santa Anna, from the Philippines^ with the 
king's treasure on board ; and, in his eag e rness fer such a 
prize. Cavendish began the fight with more spirit than dis- 
cretion. When his men, who were not more than sixty in his 
own vessel, were on their ship's side ready to board, they 
. perceived that the Spaniards "had made fights fore and 
^ ,. ^ aft, and laid their sails close to the poop, the midship, and 

the forecastle," and stood close under their covering, so that 
not a man was to be seen, from whence they pUed their 
pikes, and threw great stones upon the heads of the assailants 
so fast, that they beat them off*, with the loss of two killed 
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and toaw fixir or five wounded. For all thb, tlic EuglUIi 
"new Mnuaed their taiU, nnd titled cveiy man his rumiture, 
and gmre them a rre<ih encounter witli the great urdiuince, 
and aln with anuttl thot, nk'ing tlicm thmugh Hnd throufih ". 
The Spuibh nptnin Don TomM dc Alxola, itiU, "Ukc • 
ntltant nun, rtood itoiitly to hte close fight*," * and thii, 
"•econd eneoonicr" wu rttatcd at sucocmfully m the fint ; 
bat Otvendiah appean to have fallen off in time to avoid 
fiirtfaer Ioh, and to huve carried on tlie remainder of the 
action vith gum, " eneounglng hit men aAvih with Uic 
whcde noiae of trumpet* ". After an action of five or tix 
homa, the Spaniards being " in danger of sinking bj r«aaon 
of the great ihot, wmc of which were under water, >et out 
a Rag of truer, and parlejcd for mcroy, requesting the 
Engliah enmmiinder to cpnrc their live* and take their 
good*". 

Then, in the characteristic words of one of tlie fortunate 
■dventuren, "our general of his goodneis prnmiied them 
mercy, and willed them to atrike their aaili, and to bojte oat 
their boat, and to come aboard ; which newi they were fiill 
glad to hear of, and presently one of thdr dilef merchanta 
came aboard ; and, fiJIiog down upon hi* kneea, offered to 
have kissed our general's feet, and cnved meief. Ova 
general moat graciouslT pardoned both him and the rest, 
upon promise of their true dealing with Um and hto company 
concerning such riches as were in the ship ; and he acnt for 
the captain and the pilot, who, at their coming aboard, used 
the like du^ and rererenee that the fionwr did. ;Tbe 
general, of his great mercy and humanity, ptwnised their 
Uvea and good usage. The said captain and pilot preacntly 

* Yet ChhMonl Sorai da PifBeraa r ^w eau tha Alp ai anprcpand 
far, ami ukeo witlMBt, mbtanoa; "HaUavaaa (par sat a^Nl Bar 
padfico) sin ana Mpada, j bian aagara da saoMJaBia aaoaiaJ. CaadI 
abardafida,kaitr&xraU''(p.aii>. Ha aqraalae that CnaaMik hang 
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certified the general what good* they had within boud, to 
wit, iSx.OOO pCMM of gold : the reat of the richca that the 
ahip was laden with wa> in rich aillu, aatin*, and *'■"**'". 
with musk, and diven other merchandise, and great store of 
all manner of victuals, with choice of manj conserves »f all 
sorts for to eat, and of sundtj sorts of very good wines," 

On the second day after the actioo Cavendish brought 
bis prize into the bay, then called Agnada Segma, but now 
Bahis de San Bemabe, on the east tide of C^ie San Lnea^ 
and there he set " the whole company of the Spaniards, both 
of men and women, to the number of 190, cm shore ". It was 
not his intention to keep the Sa^la Annm, with which, indeed, 
it would have been unwise to encumber himself; nevertheless 
he would not, "of his great mercy and humsni^," after he 
had despoiled the ship, give it to these poor people.* His 
journalist, who seems to have had about as much humani^ at 
himself, complacently relates that they had a &ir river of 
fresh water, with great store of fresh fith, fowl, and wood, 
and that there were many hares and conies npoo the main- 
land. How they were to reach the mainland, he neither 
knew nor cared ; and be did not know that a vxAaaj which 
Cortes had sent to that part of Califimiia had ahaodooed iti 
because they could not find means of subtiitence there. 
"Our general also. gave them great store of victuala, of gaiw 
vanios, pease, and some wine. Alto they had all the sails of 
their ship to make them tents on shore, with licence to take 
such store of plankt as should be tufficient to make them « 
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* Fuller tayi: " Mr. Cavendish's mercf sftei, c^iulled hit vtloot ia ttia 
fight, landing the Spaniards on the ihorc, and leaving them pIcntiAil 
provisions". Mercy, indeed! But this is not the only rcprehcnaihla 
paisage in hii biief and very inaccniate account of this caouBaadar. 
Speaking of the Spaniards' design to brxxff the Mraitt, ha tajra ; ■■ Bat 
God. ihe piomolet of the public good, destroyed their intended nof 
sending such a mortality among their men, tlial Mtre* fiva of fiva hi 
dideurvive". 

U 
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iMLric Then," nys Pretty, "we fell to hauling in of our good*, 
during of the tfcature, and allotting to every man hit portion j 
bi diviilMi whereof many of the company fell into a mutiny 
^mlHt onr general, especially those in the CanUnl, which, 
nerertheica, were after a sort paeifinl for the time." The 
ditcootentB of the Comlenl were K>on, after another wirt, put 
ta rett for ever I 

To itew their booty wm a work of tome time. It was on 
the 6th of Nerember that they anchored In the bay. On 
tfie 17th, the d«iy of Queen Eliubcth'* " happy coronation," 
■dates were fired from both ships with all their gum and 
■nail diot; and at night they "hod many fireworks and 
nore cvdnaocc discharged, to the great admiration of the 
Spaniwdi, for the most part of them had never Keen the like 
befbce". This ended, he discharged the captain, and gave 
him, hi Pret^'s wanl«, " a royal reward, with provision (at 
his deienee agaJnst the IiiduiiiJi, and his company, both of 
twofdi, targets, pieces, shot, and powder, to his eootentment". 
But he took into his own ship three FhUlppina boji, and 
two Japanese youths, who could read and write their own 
language, and were both of very good capadlj. Ha like- 
wise detained one Nieolai Rodriguei^ a Poctagnese, who 
had " not only been in Canton and other parts of China, bat 
also in the Islands of Jspan, being a eoontiy most rich in 
silver mines, and also in the Philippines " ; and • Spaniard, 
Toaias de EtmU by nam^ " whidi was a very good pilot (hMoa 
Aeapulco and the coast of New Spain to the Ladrooes^ where 
the Spaniards, sailing b et w ee n Aeapulco and the Philippines, 
put in, and find fresh water, plantajw^ and potato roots ". 
All having been dene, on the 19tb, aboat three in the afle^ 
noon, he set fire to the SmtUm Ammm, irtiicb bad still goods ia 
her to the quanti^ of SOO tons, waited till he saw her homed, 
as be believed, to the water's edge, then fired a piece e/ 
ctdnance ; and, with this tri»Mphant mark of faartiataas aa^ 
montf against the Spaniards, set sail "Ja|FfUfy Inaaaward* 
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iowaitl Kn^Und with a fair wind ". Ni^ht wm cloftiiiK wben 
they sailed out of the road, leaving the Omitml aatem ; wl 
morning came that ship waa not in sight, and the 
heard of afterwards. * 

Cavendish had delayed his departure till erening, that hm 
might see the Sanla Anna destroyed ; nevertheleM, that 
malicious purpose was defeated. Down to the water's edge 
he saw her burned, but the fire then freed her from her 
anchor, and the hull drifled ashore, for the salvation of the 
SpanianU. t They lightened it by throwing out the halUrt, 
fitted it with jury masts, and were Uius enabled to leach 
Acapulco, instead of perishing, as in all likelihood thej 
otherwise must, upon that dreary peninsula. X 

The Dfsire (now the only remaining ship of Carendiah'a 
fleet) pursued her course across the Pacific, with a fair wind 
for five and forty days, when they came in sight of Goahan, 
one of the Lailrones. S>ome sixty or seventy boats caiBe oC 
to them with fruits, potatoes, and fish, which they eschanged 

* llakluyt. 817.— It wai luppoMd that the capuin, Supbca Haf«« 
** was gone for the northwest pAMa^**. The people in that ship wwt 
discontented with Cavendish, and prohably had fO( their shara of iha 
hooty on board. 

Fuller says : ** The ship called the ComUnt did not answtf hcf 
whose men took all occasions to be mutinous** {Wcrlkus, ia., 339). 

t Yet these Spaniards, thouj;h thus providentially dcliwcd 
selves, acted tyrannically and wickedly toward the naijvca, carryiAf away 
a man and woman by force, and in bonds. Fifteea years 
when a Spanish squadron was sent from Acapulco to surrey 
the loss of these two Indians was still lamented by their 
and they would hold no communication with the ahipa. *" This aa 
related,** says Tocquemada, ** that care may be taken to do no iajwy te 
such people, because it may prevent them from ever peaceably 
to the Spaniards, or believing them wben they prcacli the GcipeL 
dcvtl desires nothing more than that any handic shoaM ba §i iaa 
for re/usir\f to be converted.** 

I Torquemada, L i^ p. 699. Bwocy. I9. 
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far little pkcca of old Iroa; tnit abm the EnicUth ««!• 
■■ficientJj npplied, and wooM )uvr elmed the nu/krt, Ihcac 
potlnadow* tndcn were far fcn-uif ihclr nMnniMlitic* upem 
tbem ; and i w a imed mi thkk about iIm «btp, thai II itRDmcd 
and brake one or two of tbetr nuion. Nor mniIi) CnCMtlab 
be rtd of tbca till be ord er ed hom« balT doHH b«r^u«buiM* 
lo be BMde rtmdj. and atraek « f nf them hlHiaelf ; tbc olhcn 
tbcn ired ; bat tbcae lalaadcr> im " m yim and nlmUc^ 
tbat It «Mld not be teen whetb>^r they wm hillKl or not. h 
nedjr wen tbej at fallb^ badiv ml IdIu thr »c«mmI dJ*lnK**. 
Ob the IMh thej Made tbe Pbiiijfpinn at Capp drl FjipiHta 
SaatA, and paMing an tbe mtmnw Utmufb Uic •trait of Kaa 
Bcmaidino aocbored at tbe tale of Capul A c^fiquc, '■ whoM 
■kin vai cwcd with Modiy atfokr* axwl i)r*im all nwr bit 
body.' cane ef to trade wltbtbani.inViii^ ttimi W Spanianti i 
■nder thit notion ■ fncndljr iBterconrar wai cstabliabed ; and 
tbe Enf;)i«h nfmhed themMlvc* " nwrrcllaualf well witb 
ben*, bop, cocoaa, and emmolt* ".* Tbk waa an nnfartaaaU 
tamanM (or the Spaniard Toeoaa de EnoU : be prepafcd a 
tetter to the goiemor of Manilla, Intending to Mnd It bj one 
of thete natiTM. Rodrigvea the Pnrtnfucac betrayed btant 
tbe letter waa found In hii cbeal i and CaTendiab " willed tbat 
be abould be handed, which wai aecordiBflj peHbnacd **. 

Here Cavendiab remained nine daj^ demanding and rMetv- 
•m tribute, aa If he bad been • Spaakb commander, from tlMt 
Mtd tbe adjaecnt lalanda. It waa paid In plm poultry, eoeaa 
mmla, and carootea. Tbe day bcfarw bla departor* b* taund 
tbe chief of thn ialand. " and of a buadred matm," my* Pr«t^, 
" to appear bcfece him, aad then mada himaalf aad biaeempany 

•TkaEoflMbunktboMlatpoUMa. Bm (a iht ^Mcripllaa af ihm* 
MwJi. |i«*»J bfP. Jaw FraM«M4aa.AiiM>taMilH>C*nwb«^ 
O* W)>»t Fr»a*iMtm* ■■ Iht rUH^f^ari, Ci^aa, aarf 7*^ (a mtm 
itrntt UaaOa), tht f bm k mm>laM< 
k f-r ffatoafaa J ia> loMM* m W fM«. 
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knovn that the; were Engliihmen, *nd enemiei to the Spin- 
Urdi ; and thereupon spread his ensi^, mad sounded up the 
dninu, which they much marvelled at. To coaclude, they 
promised, both for therofetres and all the islands thereabout, 
to aid him vhensoCTFT he should come again to oTercome the 
Spaniard!. Also our f^eneral gave them mooej back again far 
all the tnbute which they had paid ; which thej took mai- 
vellouB Irienilly, and rowed about our ships to show us pleasure, 
man-ellous swi.lly. At the last he caused * saker to be shot 
whereat they wondered, and with great coDtentment took 



thfl 



Leaving this place on the Stth, they chased on the S8th a 
vessel from Manilla, along the coast of Panamao, and came M 
near that the stood in to shore close bj a wind until she was 
becainicd, and then struck her sail, and "banked up with her 
oars ". Cavendish anchored, manned his boat with twelve men, 
and sent them to pursue this vessel up the river into which she 
had run. They were, luckily for themselvea, not able to find 
the opening ; but they took a Spaniard out of a balsa, though 
lired at by a body of Spaniards from the shore, and purvued by 
a frif^ate nhich was sent in chase of the only prisoner aboard. 
He proved to be neither soldier nor sailor, but "a verj simple 
soul, " and one who could answer to very little that be was 
asked concerning the state of the country. Cavendish di»- 
missed him with a message to the Spanish commander, whom 
he desired to provide good gold against the next visit, which 
he and his company meant to make him in a few jean: 
nothing, he said, but the want of a larger boat to have landed 
his men had prevented him from seeing him now. 

After passing the Moluccas, several of the men sickened, 
" by reason of the extreme heat and unteroperateness of the 
climate," and CspUin Havers died, to Cavendish'a no small 
grief. Three guns with a volley of small arms served for his 
passing bell : the corpse was shrouded in a sheet ; and after 
a prayer said was heaved overboard with great lamentatioa 
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of all They puwd Ihmugh one of the stmlla formed by 
the itlanda eut of Java, ami anchored in a port on the *auth 
ride of that great Iiland, where, by meani of a negro, * taken 
out of the SL Ammi, they could communicate with the in- 
habitant!. But when the rajah of that diitrlct knew of thcLr 
arrival, he tent to visit them ; and an interpreter came, who, 
being a meatiio> ^ke Portuguese an his falAir tongue. 
Caveodiah bad now been taujtht by experience to ({uard 
i^^aiiut all furpriae ; Mnd wlten the rajah's minittcr paued a 
ni^t oo board, he mmmnndcii every man in the nhip to 
proTJde hia haitquebasi am) Wis shot, and m with shooting off 
Ibrty orfiftf loiall ihol and one Kaker, hinuclfiiet the watch 
with them. "Thia wa* no small marvel lojlo lhc«e heatiien 
peo|rfe, which had not commonly seen any ship so fumUbed 
with men and ordnance." Here they were plentifully 
■qiplied by the rajah'a orden ; and two PortngucH came on 
bmud, " men of marvellous proper personage, each in a loose 
jeriiin and hoae, which came down from tlie wniit to the 
ankle, becaa^ of the use of the country, and ]»rtly because 
it was Lent, and a time for doing of their penanee (for they 
account it as a thing of great dislike among thcM beathea 
to wear either hoae or shoes on their feet) ; th^ had Mt 
each of them a very fiur and white lawn ihirt with UJing 
bands on the same, very decently, only their hun ]tgt ex- 
cepted. These Portugala," "ayi Pretty, " were no null joy 
to our general, and all the rest of our company ; fiir we had 
not teen any Christian that was onr Mend of • year and half 
before. Our general entreated them aii^Uriy wdl with 
banquets and music They told ns they were no leaa glad 
to sec u* than we to see Uiem, and enqnircd of the atate of 
their country, and what waa become o/ Don Antonio their 
king, and whether he were living or no, for they had not fcr 
long time been in Portugal, and the Spanlaida hnd ahrayi 

■ Pietty uyi ha eonU ^wk iha Mariseo laaflM. The Mal^ )• 
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Iwought them word that hr was dead. Then oqt gcnciml 
satisfied them in every demand, assuring them that their 
king was alive and in England, and had hooourable allow* 
ance from our queen ; and that thrrr wan war between Spaia 
and England, and that we were come under the King of 
Portugal into the South Sea, and had warred upoo the SpoD- 
tards there, and had fired, spoilcti, and sunk all the ships akmg 
the coast that we could meet withal, to the number of 
eighteen or twenty sail. With this report they were tnti- 
ctently satisfied. Tliey UAd u% ttiat if their king Don Antonio 
would come unto them, they would warrant him to have all 
the Moluccas at command, besides China, Sangles (f\ mod 
tlie Isles of the Philippines, and that he might be sure to 
have all the Indians on Uis side. They took tlieir loavo 
with promise of all gcxx! cnti-rtainment at our return." • 

Cavendish sailed frum Java on the l6th of March, psiied 
round the Ca)>e of Croo<l Ho|k* on the 1 8th of Msy, and oo the 
9th of June anchored in the road of St Helena. Landing 
there they found "a f.iir and pleasant valley, wherein divers 
handsome buildings sn<l houses were set up, and a church tiled 
and whited on the outside, very fsir, and with a porch **. The 
inside was hung with stained cloths, " having many devices 
drawn on tliem. There were two houses adjoining the ehoreh, 
one on each side, servini( for kitchens to dress meat in, with 
necessary moms and houses of offices : the coverings of the 
said liouses were Hst, whrreon was planted a very fair vine, aad 
through both ran a good mu\ wholesome stream of fresh 
water." Opposite wa« a fair stiine causeway leading to a 
▼alley wherein a garden had t>een pUnted with great store of 
pompions and melons. And upon this causeway was erected 
a frame aith two l>elU, wherewith they rang to mass; aod 
bard by a well-made stone cross, bearing date 1571, in which 
year it had been erected. The Portuguese had stockod the 

• Hskiuxt, Sai. its. 
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i*l*nd with ftll sorts of fruits anil rscuknt lii-rbt, partridge*, 
pheasants, ^inca-fnwl, ^onts, And Hwiiic. Thpy had thiit colon- 
ised it for the us« of their ship!) Iiomcward boiinil from India ; 
"and when they come they have all things pli^ntiful fur their 
relief, by reason tltat they sutTer iione to inhabit there who 
might consume the fruit of the island, except Mime very few 
lick persons which thry stanil in iloubt will not live until they 
come home : Uieae they leave to refresh themaclvcs, and take 
away in the next year's fleet, if they live i> long". Three 
negroes were the iMily pcnons there when Cavendiili arrived. 
They told him that the fleet had left it twenty days before, 
consisting of five nil, the least of which was in burden BOO or 
900 tons, " laden with spice and caticut cloth, with storv of 
treasure, and veiy rich storci and pc«rU". 

Having cIcAned their aliip, taken in wood and water, and 
refreshed themselves during eleven days, they now tailed for 
England, the wind and weather favouring them. On the StA 
of September they were informed by a Flemish hulk coming 
from Lisbon of the discomfiture of the Minada, " to their 
singular rejoicing and comfort". And on the 9th, "after a 
terrible tempest which carried away moat part of their taili, 
by the merciful Csvour of the Almigh^ they recovered their 
long wished for port of Plymouth, two yean and fif^ day* 
after their departure from that place ". * Ai the thhd 
dfcumoavigation of the globe, CaTendish'a wftigc deterred 
to be thus fiiUy related : the drcnmtUncei are creditable to 

'"H« wboweat ferth with aket," layi FnUcr, "came bomc wttba 
ship. Thai having cireuiimavi|M«(l the what* aanh, let bii ibip no 
kmga b« tCTnKd the Dttirt, bai the Ftrfwrmmatt. Ha wia tha ihM 
man, and Kcond Englishman, of such nrnmsal aodtnaUofa." 

Sorai de Figueroa layi, that ha cntarad I<oodoa wiih nala cf ptM 
J.-...L anil till lulon all dnucd in nlh (p. tli). 

It ii remailubk that Lope de Vega, in Ihc wplinatiow pnfiMd to Us 
Dr^MtlM,ar "kiqaeseha da advsrtit para h Iniallfnris JeiM llbw,'' 
co ofau nda Otedham with Cavandiih. and flMa ao accoaM xt hiat mAm 
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his activity, and seamanship, and courage, but honourable in 
no otiier way. Immediately on landing he wrote to the 
lonl chamberlain Hunsdon, to inform the queen of his 
success ; " and as it hath pleased God/' said he, ** to gire 
her the victory over part of her enemies, so I trust ere long 
to see her overcome tliem all : for the places of their wealth, 
whereby they have maintained and made their wars, are now 
perfectly discovered, and, if it please her majesty, with a rerj 
small power she may take the spoil of them alL It hath 
pleased the Almighty to suffer me to circompass the whole 
globe of the world, entering in at the Straits of Magellan, 
and returning by the Cape de Buena Esperansa. In which 
voytige I have either discovered or brought certain intelligence 
of all the rich places of the world that ever were known or 
discovered by any Christian. I navigated along the coast of 
Chili, Peru, and Nueva Espanna, where I made great spoils. 
I burnt and sunk nineteen sail of ships, small and great. 
All the villages and towns that ever I landed at, I burnt and 
spoiled ; and had I not been discovered upon the coast, I 
I had taken great quantity of treasure. The matter of moft 

profit unto me was a great ship of the king's which I took 
at California ; which ship came from the Philippinas, being 
one of the richest of merchandise that ever passed those 
seas, as the king's register and merchants' accounts did 
show, for it did amount in value to in Mexico to be 

sold ; which goods, for that my ships were not able to contain 
the least part of them, I was enforced to set on fire. From 
the Cape of California, being the uttennost part of all Nueva 
I Espanna, I navigated to the Islands of the Philippinas, hard 

\ upon the coast of China ; of which country I hare IntHight 

such intelligence as hath not been heard of in these parts : 
the stateliness and riches of which country I fear to make 
report of, lest J should not be credited ; for if I had not 
known sufficiently the incomparable wealth of that countij, 
I should have been as incredulous thereof as others will be 
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that have not had the like experience. I uiled aloDg the 
UUndi of the Malucns, where among >ome of the heathen 
people I wai well entreated, where our counljymen may have 
tnde u freely u the Portugals, if they will ihcnwelvcs. 
From tbencc I pksed by the Cape of Buena Espcranu, and 
fiNind oat by the way Iiomeward the Iilaiul of St. Helena, 
where the PortngaU lue to relieve themselves, and fVom that 
bland God bath sutTcred me to return to Kngland. All 
which •errico, witli luynelf, 1 humbly pnntrate at her 
majeitr'a feet, desiring the Almighty long to continue her 
reign among na, for at thl« day iihe in the most fnmoiu and 
TictorioiH pcincc that livcth in the world." * 

in what m diSerrnt odour would the memory of Cavendish be 
held, if be could have snid, in thi* brief summary of his pro- 
ceeding)^ that having fuuiul in the Slniti of Magellan the 
mifcraUe remaliit of a Spanish colony, he liad taken tllem on 
board to save then from perishinf; by famine, and on the fint 
lafe opportunity bad landed them amoi^ their own coantiy- 
men! 

The auccen of this voyage induced him to tempt his fiittooe 
in a fccond with three tall ihipi and two bariu ; ooe of the 
bariu waa the property of Mr. Adrian Gilbert, a great pro- 
moter of the attempts for diaoorerii^ a north-west panage^ 
The other four were fitted out by Cavendiih : tbey were tbo 
Leieetter CalUon, in which he wiled bimaelC hii old ahip the 
Derirt, commanded by Master John Davit, one at the best sea- 
men of thoae times; the JIoeiw]t,ander llMter Code; and the 
Bla^ PuTBOor. The number of men is s u pposed to havs 
been little short of 400 : among them were the two Japancst 
youths whom he had taken out of the a. i<MM. Buttbefleet 
was ill-fitted (w such an expedition i his neMM voold pcohnbly 
have been inadequate to the great expsnditars that it req ulre <t 
hMl tbey been strictly i^iplied to It ; bnt be Mhasteed IfiOOl 

•HsU9l.Cir- 
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to advcntuirn, who, inntcAil of equipping thcnuclrcs. 
oondcd with the money.* Having rearhrd the cout of Brmsil, 
Cocke was sent forward with two ship to attack Sanii»» in 
order to obtain provisions. He suqirised the inhabitania at 
mass ; but in&teacl of bargaining with them for a lupply. made 
good cheer upon wlut he found, while thej escaped and car- 
ried away whatever was |wiriAble. Here Cavendish waited fire 
precious weeks and departed worse furnished than be came : 
then having burned St. Vincente by tlic way, proceeded to the 
•traits. The fleet was se|Mrated in a storm : Gilbert took the 
opportunity of returning to Knglaiid, leaving his captain on 
boanl one of the other ships " without any provision more than 
the apinrel he had on". Davis fell in with the Hotbmek : 
both ]in>rrcil('d to Port DcMre, and there the /I/W4 iSmmmw 
and the admiral joined tlieni.f Cavemlish had lost his boati^ 
and quarrelled with his com|iany : in consequence of thia be 
removed into the l>rtirt.X 

By this time it wa.^ tlie miihlle of Marrh : " such,"* saya 
Cavendish, " was tlie adverM-nev%of our fortunes, that in coming 
thither we s\Hrni the summer, and found the strmita in the 
begiiniiiig of a most extrrmr winter". Tliey entered it on the 
14th of April with favourable weather; but on the 81st 
stop|M-d by a wind from the W.N.W., and put into a 



* " Thc^ varlri*. whom the ju«ticc had before souchi with pcai 4il»- 
gcncc, I Mw. wiihin a few days ai'ier his departure,*' sayv Sir 



Hawkinii. '*walkinf( the itreeu of Plymouth unihout puni 
yOkurvatiom^ etc., 15). 

t Mr. John Jane's remark, therefore, ircmt hardly to W 
when he »ayt, that hii "captain ^Pavi*) could never (Ct any 
what couric to take in any luch eiuemiiiet, though many tunes bt had 
cntrcateJ for it. at often I have heard him with fricf report** (Haklvyt, A4S). 

Jane's narrative it written eviiicntly with a makvotcnl fMbnc 
Csvcnfiiiih. And m this he 11 contradicted by Knyvsia 
liar, could have no motive Cor lying in this 

\ HaUuyt, 84s, 143. Bumcy. 98, lOOb 
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core on the >anth than: oppMitc to Cape Frownnl. Then; 
tbej remained •bo»e llirec w«k». during which they endured 
great (b>nn^ with perpetual xnow ; and many of the men 
"died with enrKd famine and mi«erable cold, not liavinic 
wherewith to oovcr their bndl^, nor to fil] their bellies, but 
liTiDg by miMclei, water, and wcedt of the nr*, with ■ ktnall 
relief of the ihip'* itorc in meal K>inctiine« ".* f>li(eouragr(I 
by thete hatdahip*. and doubtinfc what tlie end wuuld be, 
Cavendlah atked Davi^'t opinbn, "bccauM lie wa* a nun that 
had f(ood Ciperienee nf the north-we*t porta In hU thrve 
aerenl diacoreriei that way, employed by tl>e merchaiita of 
London". Davis, wlio frit a* much at home amon^i ice and 
■now ai a white bear, or a walru«, told him the uuiw wai a 
matterof no long continuance. However, he called toftcther 
the whole company, and told tliem he would tan; no )onj;er 
in the ttnitt^ but turn Itack, and make lor the Cape of Good 
Hope. The general opinion was, that being within forty 
leagues of the Soiilb Sen, it »»» better to " stay God'i favour 
for a wind," and endure any hardihipa rather than give over 
the voyage ; nevertheleaa, what he detcnnined on they would 
pcTform. Upon thb he declared hti reaolution to go for the 
Cape of Good Hope. But when he retnmcd on board the 
Detire Davia represented to him that thla woold be a desperate 
undertaking : "if the reit of your thipa," lakl he, "be far- 
Dished answerable to this, it is ImpoasiUe tn p e i li i im it; for 
we have no more saib than maiti, no victnal^ no groond- 
tackling, no cordage more than is overbend, and among 
Mventy and Stc pcrstma there ii but the ntaater alone that 
can order the ship, and bat fonrtcen sailon; the rest are 
gentlemen, aerring-men, and artificen". Davis laade the 



* Jane ■a]n:*' All thatidi nan in tha Omllmm ww m 
pnlaibore into ibi woodi, in tha wKwr, raia, aad cold, lAwi wmm of f«c4 
health could ■candy endan h, wban di^ wdad (hdr Inw in the 
U^MatdepwVmiMiyi MaMr Cavwdlab d Oto wUta W^ In tha 
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lame representations to Coeke : the "ehicfi of the vholc 
company " drew up a petition in eonsequenec ; and Caveodiih, 
yielding to the general voice lo far ai to give up his own raab 
intention, determined to leave the straits and return for Santna 
But as if he had l>een displeased vith Davis for havii^^ in- 
fluenced otiiers in this matter, he \e(i the Daire, and vent 
again on board the l^icesier Galleon,* 

On the 1 8th they were free of the straiU : on the 90th the 
Desire and the lilack Pinnace separated from the other two 
vessels ; Cavciuli&h thought wilfully : but, aoeording to their 
protestation, by unaccountable accident, f They returned 
to P«)rt Desire, tii inking that he would put back there ; 
waited there till that ex]>ectatic>n could no longer be entcf^ 
taincd ; were driven to the Falkland Islands, " which had 
never t)efcire iM-rn discovered by any known relation**; 
entered and )uiH*ird the straiU ; were driven back, and, aAcr 
enduring kucIi sufTcrings as none but sailon can lie e%\ 
to, and with a |)er^rvenince and patient fortitude which 
has been exceeded, readied Ireland in the June of the follow- 



* Hakluyt. S«3. 844. 

t Admiral Hurney sa>*« : ** The circumitsncrt src ceftsinly of S SOS- 
piciou^ nature , anil there it mhtic reason for beZicvinf that Cspiaui Davia 
conmitiefeil the cn|;Af;ement mutual between Mr. Cavendish and hNoatlf 
to make a voyaf^e into the South S>ea ; and that he waa dctcfiNific4. if 
pot&ihle, not to be disappointed of an enterfwitc which be hs4 hata 
brought thut far to prosecute. Initances without number src to bt bmI 
With of «hip« ilc«ertin(; their commander-in-chief, lo cacapc the pcnk of a 
lonf* or dan^^eroui undertaking ; but the caac of Csplain i>Mwm n of a 
diflercnt character, and it one of the few m which the aepsraiioo, if 
contrived, waa fof the purpotc of perteverinf in a pursuit slket it ka4 
been abandoned by the chief commander as hopeless sad unprscticaMs "* 
(pp. 101, 102). 

■* Thia la the aame di»tin|^i%hed icaman who diicovcrcd and has kA km 
name to Pavn'i Strait. Me afterwards m»d* acwrsi vo ys fss to Iks 
Eaai Indies, and loat hia life there ia a qasrrd with iht craw af a 
Jspsncac vessel " {»k*d.. 106). 
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ing jear, having lost &ixty men out of • civw of aeventy-ais. 
Jane «u one of the surrivon. 

Cavendiih, who had pnrted from the Itorhw-k aim, arrived 
with onlj hia own iihip on the roMt of Druil, and luidcd 
twen^-five men about three leases from Santoa, to »eia« 
profiaiona for the relief of their *i<;k aiid *tarving comrulei. 
The principal perkom in the ship were of this party, and not 
ft nan returned. The Indiaoi, who carried two of their 
priaooen to Santo*, entered that town In uvage triumph 
vith the bendt of «ll the rcit. After thcic miohaps, Cavcn- 
diA waa jolDed by the Rorbuek : they coaited along, ravaging 
hotttet and plantations as they went, and attempted with 
tbetr boata to cut out «oine thips which were at anchor In the 
rivtr near the town of F.ipirito Santo. The attempt wm 
mhly nade^ and ended in tlie lost of eighty men killed. 
woooded, or baaely abandoned by their eomradca ; afttf < 
which the matter of the Roebiiei, by whose orden they wen 
thus abandoned, and whom Cavendish calU " ■ most cowardly 
villain that ever was bora of a wonuu," thought proper to 
shift for himself vith that ihip, and deaeit hia nnfortunatc 
eommander. * Nothing remained for Cavendlah then but to 
make for England ; but hii heart ww broken. AMitred by 
hia own unerring feelinga that death waa at hand, he wrote 
a letter to Sir Triitram Gorgei, giving a brief Meoont of this 
unhappy voyage, and complainii^ of the condnet of hie 
officera and men. Having vented hia eoi^iklnta, he pn^ 
ceeded thnt ; — 

" And now to tell yon of my greatert grtefi whldi waa the 
•iekoett of my dear kinaman John Lode, who by tUa time 
waa grown in great weakneai, by reMon whereof he deaired 
rather qoietneaa and cowtentednew in oar eouM, than inch 
eootinBal diaquletneai, which never ceaaed na. And now bf 
thii, what with grief fiw him, and the eentlnaal tnmble 1 

■ PoRlua, k *L, c. 6, p. »9S. BiMHtf.^BmU.L.at'jl^ 
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endured amoii^ such hell-houndi, my §pthU were eleaa ipcfit, 
wishing; myself upon any desert pUce in the world, there to 
die, rather than thus basely to return home again ; wliich 
course I had put in execution, had I found an island whiHl 
the cards make to be eight degrees to the southward of the 
line. I swear to you, I sought for it with all diligence, 
meaning, if I had found it, to hare there ended my mnfat* 
tunate life. But God suflfered not such happincM to light 
upon me, for I could by no means find it ; so as I was 
forced to go towards England, and haring gotten eight 
degrees by north the line, I lost my most dearest eovain. 

" And now consider whether a heart made of flesh be able 
to endure so many misfortunes, all falling upon me withont 
intermission ! I thank my God that, in ending of me. He 
hath pleased to rid me of all further trouble and mishaps^ 
And now to return to our private matters : I have made my 
will, wherein I have given s)>ecial charge that all goods (what- 
soever belong unto me) l>e delivered into your hands. For 
God's SAke refuse not to do this last request for me. I owe 
little thiit I know of, and, therefore, it will be the lem 
trouble ; but if there be any debt that, of truth, is owing by 
me, for Cro<rs sake see it paid. To use compliments of knre, 
now At my last breath, were frivolous : but know that I left 
none in England whom I loved half so well as yoarKlf ; 
which you in such sort deserved at my hands as I can by no 
means requite. I have left all (that little remaining) onto 
you, not to be accountable for anythmg. That which 
will, if you fmd any ovcq)lus (yourself especially being satii 
fied to your own desire), give unto my sister Anne r^twi;^ 
I have wntten to no man living but yourself, leaving all 
friends and kinsmen, only reputing you as dearest. Commend 
'Vie to lx>th your brethren, being glad that your brother 
Edwanl esca|>ed so unfortunate a voyage. I pray give this 
copy of my unliappy proceedmgs to none but only to Sir 
George Ca^, and UU him, that if 1 had thought the letter 
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of A dead man ftoccptalile, I would have written unto him. 
I b*Te tkken order vrith the nuutcr or my ithip to tec hU 
piece* of Oldniince delivered unto him, for lie knoweth them. 
And if the Itorbuci be not returned, then 1 hbve appointed 
him to delircr him two brass piecei out of thti il)ip, which I 
pnj yoa *ee prrronned. I have now no mnrr to nay ; and 
take thla laat fitrewell, that you havr lout Ihr lovingrxt friend 
that ever wm lost by any. Commend me to your wire. No 
more 1 Bat u you love God, do not refuse to undertake 
thi* last request of mine. 1 pr«^, forget not Muter Carey 
of Coafclngton : gratify him with something, for he used me 
kindly «t my departure. Bear with thh »cribbhn|t ; for I 
protcat I MB Rcaree able to hold a pen in my hand." * 

Cavcodiah'* biitoiy cannot be concluded better than by 
ttteae his dying word* t they are moct touching in thenuelve^ 
and Icme u with an opinion of him far more favourable than 
floald bededuccd from anything that i» recorded of hi* Ufe. 



* Psfdua, k Ti, c. &, p. iMOk 
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NOTES. 

LORD HOWARD. 

Southey has not gone much into details in his account of Lord 
Howard, thinking, perhaps, that he was rather the nominal than 
the real commander of the different enterprises in which he took 
part. Lord Howard, however, it should have been recorded, had 
at least some share in founding the " chest ** for disabled seamea 
at Chatham. He sat on the trial of Essex, and was one of the 
lords who had a share in all the various commissions appointed 
by the Government for administrative purposes. During his 
latter years as Lord High Admiral many abuses crept into the 
navy. His age, and perhaps his easy-going profuse habits, 
disqualified him for the work of vigilant minute administratioa 
His retirement was hastened by the adverse report of a commis- 
sion, and perhaps by the pressure of Buckingham, who desired his 
place, and offered him good pecuniary terms as an indacement 
to retire, 

EARL OP CUMBERLAND. 

Research has added nothing of moment to this account of the 

Earl of Cumberland. 

HAWKINS AND DRAKE. 

The fame of these two men has made all inquirers into the 
history of that time eager to discover all there was to learn about 
them in the long hidden records of public offices, or private libraries. 
As regards Hawkins some curious facts have been revealed which 
serve to intensify the opinion a shrewd impartial critic would 
from the first have formed of him from accessible evidence. We 
have learned, for instance, that on his first voyage he plundered 
Portuguese slavers whom he found upon the coast — a fiict 
naturally left unmentioned in his own published accoonts. It 
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baa been revealed >l>o, thai in 1570 lie entered, with the knov- 
ledge, if not at the instigation of Cecil, into a plot to cheat Kitj 
Philip out of money, and valuable tnfoimalion. He made in 
offer to (he king'i ambaiiador, Don Guerau (Gerald) de Spis, 
to betray a part of the queen'* ship* to the Spaniard for a tufi. 
cimt reward- Philip wai for a time incrcduloua, but An*ily fell 
into the trap. He released lomc of Hawkin*' men who wercin 
prison at Seville, sent him 40.000/. and a patrni of Granite. 
Some of the money at least must have remained in the pockclof 
Sir John, and Cecil gained evidence that the King of Spaii'i 
intentions were mischicvou*. Both were no doubt well pleaid, 
•nd the story ia characteristic of the diplomacy of the lim*. It 
ti alao quite in keeping vilh the methodt of (hat hefoic, but ))ng 
and intriguing, period, that llawkini was contcmporaneouly 
engaged in a negotiation to supply shipa to the King of Spai's 
enemy, Louis of Nassau. In 157^, he wai slabbed in ths Strnd 
by a fanatic who mistook him for Sir Christopher Hatton. Beire 
•ailing in 1567, he had taken an active part in driving a paset 
belonging to King Philip which endeavoured to take refugi in 
Plymomh, into the hands of the Beggars of the Sea, who irre 
cruismf outside. Cecil, who did not like him, recordedhis 
opinion that Hawkins had been gmltf of mahrcrution in olcc, 
but of this there is no direct evidence. 

Investigation has rather disproved the trath of MHie ofthe 
•tones told about Drake, than added Ul)rttun{ of note to whatna 
known. The ttoiy of the quarrel with Benurd Drake muel fe at 
least exaggerated. The Umily of Ash rccofoiaed Sir Praacia' «bt 
to bear their arnii though with the "diSerence" of a third bfOMT. 
Perhaps he attempted to nae them without a "ilifhmice". Fhe 
statement that he was of ■■ mean parentage ** ia a mere miatuw> 
lation of Camden's Latin, but hia branch of the Drake* •ere 
ainking into the maaa of working people when hi* energy •ved 
them. Hia father cannot have been Vicar of Upoor, where Mre 
ha* never been a church, but be maj havu had the Itvin at 
UpchuRh. Nothing deaerving to he called evidence haa «en 
publiahed to clear np the w ppooed m7*tci7 of Dooghtjr** ne- 
cutioo, but there ie a curiotu •tateoMat in tbo malignant aarrtive 
of ooe Cooke that Drake believvd the man to be a viwdvbo 
rmiacd iro&TCantUo winds 10 epofl tbo veyafo. As a aikr. 
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Devonshire man, and Blixabethan, it is probable that Drake dk 
believe in witchcraft. During hit vojrage in 1587, he put hii 
Vice-Admiral Borough under arrest for insubordination During 
the Armada war he had a violent quarrel with Sir ICaitia 
Probisher over their respective righto to the prixc monej of the 
galleon Rasario. Drake apparently had to be satisfied with the 
ransom of Don Pedro de Valdes* which amounted to 5000^ 
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CAVENDISH. 

Contrary to his custom Southey has overlooked a voyage of 
Cavendish's. If was the first, and was undertaken, in a ship of 
his own, in 1585, in company with Sir R. Grenville. Raleigh wis 
the promoter of the venture, and the design was to plant the 
first colony in Virginia. The adventurers spent some time amoQg 
the West Indian Islands plundering the Spaniards, and some 
time in Virginia harrying the natives, and returned to Boglaad 
at the close of summer. Some of the party stajred, but CavemUsb 
was not one of them. 
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